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committee survives
vote to eliminate it

TINA GAMEZ
| DAILY NEWS-SUN

A committee that one Recreation Centers of
Sun City West director called the “most dys-
functional group on the board” suwwed a vote
Thursday to disband it.

The 6-2 vote to kill the Legal Affairs Committee
fell one vote shy of the “super ma_]onty" required
'to ¢ e a bylaw.
rs Ed VanCott and Marion Mosley vot-
‘ed 1st the measure, and Director Griff Wil-
liams, not present at the meeting for health rea-
sons, abstained from the vote.

committee established to “make recommenda-
tions regarding matters of a legal nature which
are referred to the committee by the governing
board, the generai manager, and/or the assoc:a~
tion attomey

Director David Wilson, who heads the LAC,
said it has had minimal meetings and activities
under his charge, and he believes it should be
disbanded.

Other directors, along with a few audience
members, agreed the group's function has
changed under various directors and its exis-
tence implies legal ability.

Yet others believed, as VanCott noted: “Unless
we can replace it with something that is useful
in the minds of the governing board we should
retain it.”

Wilsen, however said the comnuttqg,m dts
present form is unnecessary,” suggesting a com-
mittee replace it that would be more “viable for
‘the community.”

Director Kenny Jordahl called the LAC the

SEE COMMITTEE, A5

'The Legal Affairs Committee is a standing
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“most dysfunctional group on
the board.” For those concerned
about legal matters, he said. “l
still see we have legal counsel
available to us.” :

Board members Nolan Reed
and Patricia Tomlin agreed.

“A lot of documents we deal
with, are legal documents. The
name implies something that is
fby an attorney,” Reed said. “It al-
(most implies we have a legal staff
in the governing board, which is
[ not true.”

Tomlin added: “Our other sev-
en standing committees already

E;ane Cheney of Sun City West addresses the R ion
ursday over thie motion to dissolve the Leaal Affairs Committee.

COMMITTEE
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address these matters.” She add-
ed that the LAC has “outlived its
usefulness as a standing commit-
tees

Tom Metzger, who was in the
audience during Thursday's board
meeting, said Wilson “nailed it
when he said, ‘In its present form.’
He's right, In its present form, the
LAC is useless because you guys
have not used it properly. Over
the years, I've seen it degenerate

into a nothing because you guys

don’t put legal people on a legal
committee.

‘I know lawyers in this town
that won't go to those meetings
anymore because theyre not lis-
tened to,” he said.

Diane Cheney, another mem-
ber of the audience said she has

ters of Sun

researched what the Legal Affairs
Committee has been dealing with
since its inception.

“It has been very valuable to
us in the past. It was particularly
valuable to us last year when we
had bylaw changes that were be-
ing proposed, and I think it was
handled very well.

“But, I have seen it, over the
years, be mishandled.

“In its current form, I do not
believe the Legal Affairs Commit-
tee is helping our community,”
she said.

The next regular board meeting
is set for 9 a.m. Feb. 28, in the
R.H. Johnson Social Hall, 19803
R.H. Johnson Blvd. A workshop is
slated 9 a.m. Feb. 8, in the Lec-
ture Hall.
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conduct, about 46 percent of those

who responded would like the gov-

erning board to investigate lowering
the community’s age restriction from
55 to 50. Almost 50 percent did not

support the idea, according to the re-

port. -

“Staff requests the governing
board take an official stance against
lowering the age restriction.” the re-
port stated.

: The report also states the RCSCW
| is awaiting a legal opinion on the fea-
| .sibility of changing the CC&Rs to al-

low a per-rooftop assessment rather

than the current per-member meth-
od,

Such a change could prove signifi-
cant and potentially difficult given the
many different sets of CC&Rs that
state dues will be levied per person,
RCSCW officials said. Q

However the change would help
the association plan better because it
is difficult to keep track of the fluctu-

ating population of the community.

O'Grady said there is “still a lot of
work to be done.”

“The first thing is wa.iting for the
legal opinion to see if it's doable and
advisable, and then well go from
there,” she said.

But it would help us plan better
because we know how many rooftops
we have and it won't change. Our
membership, however, does.”

Under the category of Financial
Stability indicators, the plan states:

* Revenue from outside (golf) play

will increase 1 percent per year
toreaEhSpebrycentmﬂ)enextﬁve

ears.
= Member dues are expected to in- -
crease 4 to 5 percent per year over

the five-year

* Over a —year period, the as-
sociation will fund the majority of de-
preciation with progressive increases
in the Asset Preservation Fee.

The Facilities Maintenance part of

the plan states that in order to keep-

facilities up to the “Sun City West
Standard,” a minimum of $2.5 million
per year would be required, increas-
ing annually te adjust for inflation.
Begmnmginﬁscalyearzom there

ested budget of $1.2 million

amaaly
to fund large infrastructure
projects such as parking lots, aquat-
ies facilities and irrigation systems.
Under the Lifestyle section, the

! plan callh for:

» Presenting 45 special events per
year with at least 12 of them free to
“RCSCW members.

e Evaluating by May residents’
requests for changes to hours of op-
eration and determine budget impli-
cations of extended hours and ex-
panded recreation programs..

e Recommending by June to the
governing board the hours of opera-
tions for the Recreation Centers, Li-
brary and Membership Office.

Board secretary Jack Steiner said
he’s pleased with the five-year plan,
which partly stems from the ASU
study.

“Our community knows where we
are and where we need to head in the
future,” he said.

The entire plan is available on sc-
waz.com.
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tending the property
to build the 10-bay
arage, slated to cost

00,000.

The property be-
tween PORA and the
Metal Club on Cami-
no del Sol is owned by
both RCSCW and the
residential  associa-
tion.

Bill Hansen, PORA

president, said the or-

ganization wasn't in-
terested in extending
the property line.

However, PORA was
willing to sell its share
of the property to RC-
SCW for $250,000.

“At no point did
we make any indica-
tion that we would be
donating the land to
them during this en-
tire process,” Hansen
said.

Hamman said
they're now explor-
ing the option of con-
structing the facility in

& Rl ety 4l
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| The Autometive Restoratio: C :
| proposed _facility in’ b

might have the

in Sun City West
J _ the R.H. Johnson Library
gs jts new neighbor rather than the

an empty parking area
next to R.H. Johnson
Recreation Center, be-
tween the library and
men'’s club.

General Manager
Mike Whiting said ar-
chitects might have to
tweak the designs to
fit the location. Build-
ing plans include 10
car bays, a store front
showroom, a paint
booth, bathrooms and

designed just for that
area,” Whiting said.

Board Member Griff
Williams said he isn't
opposed to the new
location, but wants
more details.

“I just wonder how
it's going to look right
there because it needs
to fit the other build-
ings,” Williams said.

Board Treasurer
Ed Van Cott said he's

a 1,000 square-foot~ skeptical of the new

classroom.
“When we first start-
ed, the building was

day's o

7—_‘_—%—
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Pty Ovners and Resdens
. Recreation Ce of Sun Ci
governing board%: ff said at Mon-  with
perational meeting that they're -

looking at another property to build

proposal.
“It's the last thing
you want to do by put-

< e =
o

ting something like
this across the street
from a church,” said
Van Cott. “I think it'll
look like Sun Deyvil
Auto on Camino del
Sol.”

Hansen said he was
surprised that RC-
SCW might go with
.other plans.

“It's troubling be-
cause we spent the
last four months

working on this and
all of sudden things
have reversed on us,”
Hansen said.

Through a memo-
randum of under-
standing, PORA and
RCSCW explored the
options of the facility
on the vacant prop-
erty.. Auto club mem-
bers are expected to
pay for the total-cost
of the project.

“I asked (Ham-
man) if maybe the
club could pay for the
land if they (RCSW)
didn't, but I haven’t
heard anything back
from anyone,” Hansen
said.
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Continued From Page 1
relative few individuals have taken that op
101
A vote breakdown won't be known until
lhe evening of March 27, after polls close.
Voting will take place t hat day from o a.m
(@] ). IM
county will be here in the morning
Fhev'll start opening the absentee ballots
up and putting them in the machine. They'll
count all day long. We should know within
15 minutes after the polls shut down,” Ms.
Schomer said
Despite the heavy turnout, the numbers
remain short of what's believed to be the
record for Sun City West. In 1995, several
Governing Board members resigned, for
ing the RCSCW to call a special election that
Ms. Schomer said. Over 3,000 voters
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ablish, effective with the FY 2012-13
budget and thereafter, annual owner-merm
bers dues, or associate and landlord fees
which is greater than the Social Security
increase over the preceding year, plus 2 per

cent. and limited to a total annual increase
not to exceed 8 percent greater than the im
mediate preceding fiscal year. (revises Se

tion 4.18.3)

« Effective with. the FY 2012-13 budget
ensure that recreation, golf and bowling
divisions shall be self-supporting. Self-sup
porting means that all direct operational
and maintenance costs of each division are
covered by operating revenues generated
by that division. Operating costs shall not
include depreciation or allocation of asso
ciation administrative costs. No member
dues shall be used to support bowling and
golf direct operational costs. (revises Section
1.17.1)

+ Require that any capital project over
£100.000 in association funds that change

odifv or repurpose the use of, Or that X
yands or he square [ootage of any

Association facility or structure snall nirst b
approved by a majority vote of
voting for such purpose. This amount st
be adjusted annually by the annual Increase
in Social Security. (4.16.15 — This is an addi
tion to the existing bylaw).

During his tenure with RCSCW, Mr
Prindle often found himself at odds with
staff over financial policy, disconnect that

eventl ] \
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conirontatiol

with managel
in early 2011
if the amendments are approved, RC
SCW General Manager Mike Whiling has
said the association would have to make 51
million in budget cuts, something that could
result in the closing of two of the commu
Zity's seven RCSCW-operated golf courses.

Candidates for the board include: Formei
RCSCW chief financial officer Ernie Prindle,
the sponsor of the bylaws amendments,
former board member David Wilson and
newcomers Chuck Reott, Nolan Reed and
Marion Mosley.

Amendment opponents have said they’ll
need a strong turnout to turn away Mr. Prin
dle’s board bid. Mr. Prindle has said he is not
intimidated by the opposition and is speak
ing truthfully inan effort to stem a steady tide
of RCSCW dues increases designed to fend

off rising Goll Division deficits brought on
by | 1 (el that has [ J’Z.Q\H“'i
Ol i States
1t opponents hav
DO in ‘'wo doz
)a
A ofal A o 1 1 i
s incations g the R | |
son Boulevard ! f way
While no « een charged in
efts, the ization placing the signs,

Prindle and his
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tricia Shanholtzer in an

Turnout
remains
heavy in
RCSCW vote

Jeff Grant

By
Iindependent wWwspapers

arti LEJ.;‘A‘ )
2012 elections r¢ mains very neavy

Munty s ywwner et

Sharon Schomer said ovel 7,0
or absentee ballots have beer
up since they became aval .
That's an average of about 700 a day

“We're jammed out there again o
day.” Ms. Schomer said March 2

“The average waiting time 10 pick up
a ballot is 25 minutes.

allots can be picked up at the meni-

ber services offices, 19803 R.H. John

son Blvd. from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. MOl
through Friday. Anyone watting 1
prior to 3 p.m. will be helped, RCS( W
General Services Officer Katy O Lracy

said.

Homebound owner members un
able to come (O member Services
can have a ballot delivered by calling
£23-544-6001, but Ms. Schomer said

See Vote — Page 6
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r the first time together, proponents
‘ three controversial by-
eir cases Monday
mbers of the
Recreation Centers of Sun City West.
Facts, figures and motives were chal-
lenged during the two-hour forum in the
Palm Ridge Recreation Center, which was

tad a forum to discuss Sun City West bylaw changes at the Pa

ylaw talk splits SCW

WICK COTE/DAI
m Ridge Recreation

¥

moderated by two of the paper’s editors.
Ernie Prindle, who led the petition drive |
to change the bylaws and sex
the spending authority of the governing
board, said the community’s governing |
board and management have ‘reversed |
the Del Webb model” for Sun City West
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RCSCW General
Aanager Mike Whit-
ng made it clear that
ipproval of the bylaws
at the March 27 elec-
tion would change the
fabric that makes Sun
City West what it is and
turn it into “one big
Sundome,” referring to
the former entertain-
ment venue that has
been vacant for years.

The bylaw proposals,
which will be voted on
separately, would re-
guire voter approval for
capital improvements
of more than $100,000
and an 8 percent cap
on annual member-
ship dues rather than
the 15 percent now in
place. But the major
revision would make
the golf, bowling and
recreation divisions
self-supporting.

Joining Whiting in
opposition to the bylaw
changes were govern-
ing board president
Dave Moeller and board
member Pat Canfield.
Prindle, Don Holmes
and Carole Alexander
spoke in favor of the

proposals.
During opening
statements, Moeller

said the bylaw propos-
als have become a divi-
sive issue in Sun City
West and that sup-
porters of the changes
inaccurately  portray
association officials as
overspenders.

“The petitioners

www.yourwestvalley.com

will try to paint this
as overspending, and
rich versus poor mem-
bers, but that's not the
case,” Moeller said.

Prindle countered,
saying the Dbylaw
changes provide sound
business practices
for staff and future
boards.

Both sides also ad-
dressed the poverty
level of Sun City West,
which is a reason why
bylaw supporters want
to cap membership
dues increases at 8
percent.

Prindle has said that
30 percent of Sun City
West residents live be-
low poverty level. Can-
field said his numbers
are way off the mark.
According to U.S. Cen-
sus figures, 3.5 per-
cent of Sun City West
residents live below the
poverty line, she said.

During these tough
economic times, RC-
SCW staff and board
were asked what they
have done to manage
spending. Whiting said
he’s cut 64 positions to
reduce costs.

RCSCW also added
outside golf play, gener-
ating $1.4 million, and
Canfield said Whiting
and management staff
haven't had raises for
several years.

The proponents of
the bylaw changes also
were asked which one
of the measures was
the most important.

Holmes said mem-
bers should have

the right to vote for
capital projects more
than $100,000, while
Prindle stated limit-

NICK COTE/DAILY NEWS-S

The Daily News-Sun hosted a forum Monday to discuss proposed RCSCW bylaw changes ¢
the Palm Ridge Recreation Center in Sun City West.

ing membership dues
would force the board
to make better deci-
sions.

Canfield said the
most detrimental by-
law proposal is the one
requiring the golf, rec-
reation and bowling di-
visions to become self-
supporting.

“That is the most
poorly written of the
three bylaws,” Canfield
said. “If recreation is
self-supporting, then
that means every time
you use a recreation
facility, (you) would
have to pay.”

Alexander said by-
law backers “weren't
being irresponsible or
out of control but want
proper management.”
She added that she
didn't understand why
golf fees couldn't be

raised to stave off in-

FYi

Absentee ballots for the March 27 Recreation
Centers of Sun City West election will be available
8 a.m.to 3 p.m. Thursday through March 26 at the
Member Services office, R.H. Johnson Recreation
Center, 19803 R.H. Johnson Blvd.

creases in membership
dues.

“Raise the golf fees
S3, then be done with
it,” Alexander said.

Prindle added: “We
don't have standards
to determine how we
spend, so why is it OK
to raise our member-
ship dues and not our
golf rates.”

RCSCW officials said
golf rates need to be
competitive with other
courses in the area.

Moeller also said the
petitioners should be

working with the go
erning board, instea
of taking an adversas
ial approach.

Prindle said the ele:
tion is about trust b
doesn't see trust in
five-year plan from tt
governing board th.
would raise dues 7
percent.

Both Moeller ar
Whiting said the nur
bers Prindle poini¢
to were not a “pla
but merely a tool th
changes depending ¢
circumstances.
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S5CW residents find gym too costly

MITCHELL VANTREASE
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Sun City West officials re-
ceived an earful Thursday
from those opposed to a pro-
posed $3.5 million multi-pur-
pose gym.

As for supporters of the
project: "I really want to know
who these people are who
want this, so we can under-
stand,” said Jack Seagraves.

Including at Thursday's
K~creation Centers of Sun

West governing board
me=ting, Seagraves said he's
hieard much opposition to the

"uoa'fiannn]sa(runoﬁ@asna.zzunaw 10

~ 59 1D payovat aq

building proposal but hasn't
heard from anyone who fa-
vors it.

Governing board member
Lake Westphal said there
were hundreds of residents
interested in the building.

Bill Irwin isn't one of
them.

A basketball player, Irwin
said he's not sure the facility
would be used enough.

Irwin said he doesn't see
many people using the out-
side courts at Beardsley Rec-
reation Center and thinks the
project would be too costly.

“l feel like it's too expen-
sive for the little use that it
might get, and I'm someone
that this facility would prob-
ably be of great use for. But I
don't see the need right now.”
Irwin said.

For weeks, the proposed
facility has been discussed
among residents and board
members.

The facility would replace a
fenced-in patio area at Beard-
sley and house indoor activi-
ties such as basketball, vol-
leyball, pickleball and other

sports and would double as

a social gathering place for
events such as weddings.

RCSCW General Manager
Mike Whiting said the proj-
ect could cost anywhere from
$2.7 million to $3.6 million,
depending on the materials
and amenities.

“This board is being re-
sponsible by asking us to
explore this, and that's what
we're doing,” Whiting said.

A committee of residents, in-
cluding some governing board

members, have been meeting

SEE PROPOSEL <V#, &5
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RECREATION CENTERS

THE WESTER Thursday, June 24, 2004

Rec Board wraps up business, swears

in new director, goes on vacation
Fields to head Legal Affairs; other directors stay put .

By Jack Hawn

Ina "get-away" meeting lasting
nearly three hours last Thursday,
Sun City West Recreation Cen-
ters' Governing Board directors
wrapped up loose ends before
starting their summer vacation,

heaped praise upon the general .

manager, volunteers and one
another and summarized accom-

plishments in lengthy statements.

and reports. )

" The annual membership meet-
ing at the spacious Social Hall
attracted fewer than 100 people,
many of whom seldom miss
‘Board meetings. Less than 25
remained when Pres. Ray

Caldwell thumped his gavel to
adjourn.

“Reports, speeches and a lot of
levity dominated the session, but
considerable business was con-
ducted as well.

Of primary concern for resi-
dents, no doubt, was appointment
of committee chairmen — as it
turned out, merely a rubber-
stamp approval by Caldwell.

All carryover members re-
tained their chairs. Newly ap-
pointed director Hank Fields —
who was administered the Oath
of Office — was named Legal
Affairs chairman, replacing Dick
Abhlgren.

Caldwell presented the former
judge with a certificate of appre-
ciation for his six months service
that will end June 30.

Unchanged committee assign-
ments: Public Relations and Hu-
man Resources (Barbara
DuPonte), Properties (Randy
Fuller), Gelf (Cher Petersen),
Water (Carolyn Jennings), Char-
tered Clubs and Library (Carl
Elitz), Bowling (Bob Beaupre,
who was in Illinois Thursday)
and Budget and Finance (Ronni
Hoover).

Eight unanimous decisions

See RE(; BOARD, Page 3

SCWw

REC BOARD, fom Page |

were recorded on various agenda
items, some of which underwent
detailed scrutiny and debate.
Jennings was the only director
who opposed changes on re-
tained earnings and facilities
maintenance allocations, citing
technical points she was uncom-
fortable with, but ultimately
agreed on all other issues.

A Fitness Review Committee,
to be co-chaired by DuPonte and
Fuller, was created; two house-
keeping fixes involved golf poli-
cies (refunding greens fees and
violation of greens fees rules);
and financial policies relating to
refunds of dues and fees and
reporting financial performance
to the Board were approved.

Three agenda items were add-
ed at the outset of the meeting,
and discussion of the policy
statement on committee appoint-
ment term limits was deleted.

Petersen had no difficulty gain-
ing approval to spend up to
$12,000 from the golf contingen-
cy fund to replace a faulty panel
that controls the water pump on
the Deer Valley Golf Course.

"It would cost between $4,000
and $7,000 to try to fix it," she
explained. -

Gen. Mgr. Mike Whiting also
got the green light to purchase
two golf cars, costing approxi-
mately $12,000. The funds will
come from unused 2003-2004
capital budget savings. It wasn't'a
slam-dunk to be sure.

“We want to build up our fleet
of golf carts," Whiting said, "so
we can have more tournaments.
It's a great way to raise money. |

wish we had a dozen more
(carts)." ;

The general manager reported
that Scott Simpson, a Colorado
resident who will relocate with
his wife, near Sun City West,
would begin work (last) Monday
as the new golf director. Among
Simpson's income-generating
goals is to promote weekend golf
tournaments.

Also added to the agenda and
unanimously approved was au-
thorization for the Properties
Committee to negotiate a facili-
ties use agreement with owners
of Heritage Tradition and the
Deer Valley Garden Apartments.
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Caldwell stays at helm of SCW board

AMANDA MYERS
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Ray Caldwell will remain president of the Rec
Centers of Sun City West's board of directors for
another year after the board voted on executive
committee members in Thursday morning's
meeting.

A former board treasurer, Caldwell said he
was pleased to gain the president position again,
after first being appointed in December after
former president Tom Cook retired.

“I enjoy doing what I do,” said Caldwell. “It's
more of a job then most people imagine. When I
first saw it, I thought it was more of a ceremonial
job, but you could easily make it a full-time job.”

Nominated by Barbara DuPonte, Caldwell ran
unopposed. Only the beard members were able
to nominate and vote for the executive committee
positions. :

Three members were nominated for vice presi-
dent: Randy Fuller, nominated by Carl Elitz; Bob
Beaupre, nominated by Carolyn Jennings; and
DuPonte, nominated by Cher Peterson

In a ballot vote, DuPonte was elected vice pres-
ident and will take over vice president Peterson’s
chair on July 1. Peterson will remain on the
board of directors. *

Fuller was the only nominee for secretary and
he will replace Barbara DuPonte. A first timer to

the executive committee, Fuller said while he
didn't set out to be secretary, he's pleased he was
nominated by Ronni Hoover.

“I'm certainly honored. 1 feel 1 may be able to
contribute something to the executive committee
of the Rec Center board.”

As secretary, Fuller said he will be in charge of
maintaining the minutes of the board meetings.
Beyond that, he said, hell have to consult the
bylaws.

“I've got to do some homework there and
study up for it.”

As for his nomination for vice president, Fuller
said he was flattered, but ended up voting for

" DuPonte.

“I didn't really want that job anyway. I felt like
[ would have been stepping from the frying pan
into the fire.”

For the position of treasurer, Fuller then nom-
inated incumbent Hoover, who ran unopposed
and was elected unanimously. Hoover has had
the position for the past three months after
former treasurer Bob Finn resigned.

Caldwell, obviously impressed by Hoover's
adeptness thus far, commented jokingly previous
to the vote, “Any other nominations? I thought
not. We're never gong to let this lady out of that
seat.”

Amanda Myers may be reached at 876-2513
or amyers@aztrib.com.
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RCSCW, managers reach agreement

Rec Center board pledges support for employees

By Geno Lawrenzi
Independent Newspapers

Managers, supervisors and
select employees of the Recre-
ation Centers of Sun City West
have reached a joint decision
with the general manager and
governing board on employ-
ment agreements, General
Manager Mike Whiting has
announced.

Under the agreement, each
employee in the group will be

offered a one-year contract
that specifies conditions of
employment with the recre-
ation centers, he said.

“Last year as a result of
threats and intimidating
statements made by a number
of influential residents in the
community, the management
employees felt the security of
their jobs and benefits were in
jeopardy and they were with-
out recourse,” said Mr. Whit-
ing,

He said the insecurity
resulted in recognition of the
group as members of the

Office  and Professional
Employees International
Union.

Mr. Whiting said while the
group. known as Unit I, does

not fall under the authority of

the National Labor Relations
Board, they have the right to
become part of a union and
bargain collectively, he said.
When they are finalized, the

employment agreements will
supersede contracts in place
before the union bargaining
agreement.

He said he supports the
management staff and is

working to gain the trust of

the employees. Mr. Whiting
also said he recognizes the
need for cooperation between
management, the general
manager and the governing
board.

He further stated the gov-
erning board has taken steps
to create a better relationship

with recreation center
employees. This was con-
firmed in a memo to the gen-
eral manager entitled "State-
ment of Support for all
Employees™ and was signed
by all governing board mem-
bers March 15, he added.

“Given the effort by all par-
ties concerned to put dissen-
sion behind us and bring
peace and contentrment back
to the community, the man-
agement stalf agrees it is time
to move forward,” said the
general manager.
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Wednesdav's "Meet  the
Candidates™ lorum at the
R.H. Johnson Social Hall
introduced Sun City Wesl

residents to their tive choices
in the March 23 RCSCW gov-
erning board election.

James Apostolina. Carl
Elitz., Randy Fuller, Ronnie
Hoover, and David Wilson are
all in the running for perma-
nent seats on the board. The
more than 400 residents in
attendance made sure to ask
plenty of questions seeking
their candidates of choice.

The top three vote-getters
will begin three-year lerms
July 1.

The candidates began the
forum with opening state-
ments of approximately five
minutes. Most reviewed their
previous experience, took
stances on issues. and asked
for the community's support.

Fuller, former president of
PORA and current RCSCW
board appointee, said he fully
supports the principles of
open government.

*l am not anti-union. [ am
not in favoer of incorporation,”
he said

Meanwhile, Apostolina
asserted his independence.
“I'm not associated with any

group.”
Elitz, former president of
SCWOOG and current

RCSCW Board appointee said
he wanted to regain trust in
the board from the
community.

“l know | can make a dil
ference. I leel [ already have,”
he said.

Hoover, the only lemale in
the running, wanted to make

sure the residents knew they
could trust her. "Talk to me. |
will listen to vou ™

Wilson cited his back-
ground as a certified media
tor with conllict resolution
experience as a bonus. "I am
not opposed to dillerent
points of view.”

Questions were then col-
lected from the audience.
Subjects ranged from budget
issues to swimming pool
hours and candidates had
two minutes Lo answer.

Golf was a recurring
theme. with an emphasis on
money. Apostolina empha-
sized the need for a long-
range solution. He said the
board's acceptance of lost
revenue was not acceptable
to him.

“You're going to budget for
a deficit? I've never heard ol
such a thing,” he said

Elitz said he thought mar-
keting goll to neighboring
communities like Sun City
and Sun City Grand would
help increase revenue.

“Only the tee times not
taken by the residents.” he
said. As for opening golf to
the public “Absolutely
not,” Elitz said.

Almost all the candidates
answered a similar question
regarding pool hours, specili-
cally relating to hours that
children are allowed to swim.
The question indicated the
hours were inconvenient to
the adults wanting to use the
local pools,

The consensus among (he
candidales was a suggestion
should be made by the resi-
dents as to what hours they
would like to see implement-
ed. and the issue would be
brought to general manager

brought to

Michael Whiting.,
The topic ol water
appeared in more questions.

this time locusing on the
buzz around a water
shortage.

“We're overpumping the
sroundwater,” said Fuller.

He said the overpumping
was leading to subsidence.
Fuller vowed to make the
issue a priority, and urged
the community to attend a
March 24 meeting by the
League of Women Voters on
the subject. The meeting.
titled "Water, the New Liquid
Gold.” will be from 1-4 p.m.
at the Community Church of
Joy at the northwest corner
of Loop 101 and 75th
Avenue.

A question of whether to
overseed local golf courses
was then directed to Apostoli-
na.

“A goll course is meant to
be green. It should be over-
seeded,” said Apostolina, who
added the cost of overseeding
should be included in the golf
budget.

Fuller was asked il he
thought membership dues
should be increased. and if
so. was he willing to face the
ire of the residents.

*When 1 get up in the
morning, | face the ire of the
residents,” said Fuller to
laughter from the crowd. "I
believe increases are expected
and should be made, but only
when they are justified.”

When incorporation was
the table. the
across-the-board opinion was
a definite no. However, Wil-
son and Apostolina thought
the issue shouldn’t be dis-
cussed by the board.

"We are here to discuss

issues to do with the recre
ation board.” Apostolina said.

After approximalely an
hour of questions from the
audience. candidates were
given a few minutes for their
closing statements.

Wilson said he thought the
torum went well.

"People ought to come
away with a clear idea on
where these candidates
stand,” he said

Fuller said he hoped there
would be a good turnout on
election day.

“You have no right to com-
plain if you don't participate
in the process,” he said to a
round of applause.

Overall, the audience
remained polite and reserved
during the forum. The candi-
dates thanked them lor their
cooperalion.

Sun City West resident
John Bellissimo was glad he
attended.

°l think they did a very
good job in presenting their
views,” he said of the five
candidates. However,
Wednesday's forum didn't
make up his mind on who to
vote for. “We got to talk about
it.” he said, motioning to the
other residents that attended
with him.

Voting will take place from
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. March 23 at
the social hall at the R.H.
Johnson Recreation Center.

An absentee ballot may be
obtained at the RCSCW mem-
ber services office during reg-
ular business hours, 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Ballots are available
through March 19.

For questions regarding
voting, call the member ser-
vices olfice at 544-6100.
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Sun City West Recreation Board Candidates

James Apostolina
Age: 76

From: New Jersey
Former occupation: Presi-
dent and CEO of a metals

company

Years in Sun City West: 9
SCW involvement: None
For: Solving the water
shortage probiem, over-
seeding golf courses
Against: Budgeting a golf
deficit

Quote: "No one has come
up with a long-range solu-
tion for golf. It's not that
difficult. We have to look at
long-term revenue solu-
tions. If you don't start
attacking the problem, it
doesn't go away."

Carl Elitz
Age: 66
From: Philadelphia

Former occupation: Sales
manager with Kimberly-
Clark

Years Iin Sun City West: 10
SCW involvement: RCSCW
Board (appointee), tech-
nology committee, former
president of SWOO0OG

For: Charter clubs, exten-
sive marketing of golf
Against: Combining PORA
and the RCSCW, incorpora-
tion

Quote: "My philosophy has
always been, 'Whatever it
takes."

-

Randy Fuller

Age: 78

From: Texas, California
Former occupation: Naval
aviator

Years in Sun City West: 7
SCW involvement: Fermer
PORA president, RCSCW
board (appointee)

For: Regaining residents'
confidence in the board,
finding solution to water
crisis

Against: Incorporation
Quote: "I'm a people
person who enjoys working
for the community."

Ronni Hoover
Age: 60

From: Las Vegas
and Washington D.C. area
Former occupation: Com-
puter scientist for the
National Security Agency
Years in Sun City West: 3
SCW involvement: Budget
and finance committee,
technology committee
For: Long range planning,
allowing for a super major-
ity (seven out of nine
board members) to change
bylaws

Against: Incorporation
Quote: "I am absolutely for
open government and
whatever that takes."

David Wilson
Age: 61

From: Colorado
Former occupation: Ad-
ministrator with the De-
partment of Human
Services - Youth Division
in Denver

Years in Sun City West: 6
SCW involvement: Public
relations committee,
member of Silent Majority
For: Refurbishing aging
properties, ensuring cur-
rent general manager and
board members have posi-
tive working relationship
Against: Overspending,
changing to super majority
(seven out of nine board)
to amend bylaws

Quote: "l am in favor of
the employees of this
association being treated
fairly."
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RCSCW president
scraps 2nd
monthly meeting

Lawsuit
threat
precipitates
decision

AMANDA MYERS
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Concerns raised by Direc-
tor Carolyn Jennings of the
Recreation Centers of Sun
City West governing board
have led to the reduction of
the board’s monthly meetings
from two per month to one.

Jennings disputed the
board's recent decision to
conduct an additional regular
meeting per month, citing
that the bylaws allowed for
only one. Any additional

meeting, said Jennings, had
to be called under the title of
a “special meeting,”

“Special meetings can be
called, but need two days
notice, must be posted, and
the nature of the special
business must be stated,”
said Jennings.

Special meetings,
explained Jennings, are for
things that occur between
regular board meetings that
need people's attention
immediately.

In a statement, President
Ray Caldwell said he
attempted to ‘satisfy Jen-
nings’ request by turning the
second regular meeting into a
special meeting, but Jennings
said the nature of the

See RCSCW, AS

RECREATION CENTERS
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meeting needed to consist
only of “special business.”

“I have no awareness as to
what might constitute ‘spe-
cial” business," read Cald-
well's statement.

Jennings then told Direc-
tor Dick Ahlgren that she was
prepared to file a lawsuit
against the board if it contin-
ued to pursue a second
monthly meeting.

Upon hearing this, Cald-
well said he contacted the
RCSCW attorney, David
Ronald, who advised Caldwell
to avoid litigation “whenever
possible.”

Caldwell said in his state-
ment, “In all fairness to
Director Jennings, however, |
must tell you that Mr. Ronald
also said that considering
both the language and past
practice, a court would most
likely hold that regular meet-
ings could be held only once
a month.”

Caldwell said his objective
in holding bi-monthly meet-
ings was to “get some much-
needed work done.” But Cald-
well concluded his statement
by writing, “I've accepted the
counsel of our attorney and

)
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given way to Director Jen-
nings’ demand that we not
hold a second regular meet-
ing."

Caldwell added, “Neither I,
nor this governing board, nor
this community, will be held
hostage by a threat of litiga-
tion from anyone.”

Jennings said that holding
a second regular board meet-
ing would constitute a
change in the bylaws, an
action that requires a unani-
mous nine-member vote of
the board.

“I will sit on the board and
do what I believe is correct
according to the bylaws. It is
our law and we must live it,”
said Jennings.

Meanwhile, Caldwell's
statement reflected frustra-
tion at the reduced amount of
meeting time.

“If the price and progress
and accomplishment is to be
paid in this fashion, then so
be it, but the will of this gov-
erning board, which [ believe
accurately reflects the cur-
rent needs and desires of our
members, will not be
obstructed.”

Amanda Muyers can be
reached at 876-2513 or
amyers@aztrib.com.

SCw
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RCSCW names
general manager

STAFF REPORT

The RCSCW governing
board voted unanimously
Thursday to hire a 22-year
veteran of the Phoenix recre-
ation department as the Cen-
ters’ new general manager.

Michael Whiting, 57, will
begin work on Feb. 2 pending
the signing of a one-year con-
tract.

“I feel terrific,” Whiting
said.

Whiting bested a field of
217 applicants. He retired on
Dec. 31 as parks and recre-
ation director for the city of
Phoenix, a position he held
for the last 22 years. “I
planned to be retired for six
months to a year,” Whiting
said. “But this opportunity
doesn't come along very
often.”

Whiting will replace
interim general manager
Michael Ingersoll, who has
been in the position since
Oct. 31.

The new general manager
said he has toured the city
and “read all [ can read,” and
he's ready to get started. “I
understand there's issues
with the golf budget, so we'll
have to look at that carefully
and soon.”

Those who attended
Thursday's meeting were
supportive of the new hire.
One resident voiced his
appreciation for the extensive
selection process the board
used to find a new general
manager.

Whiting lives in Mesa, but
he's considering a move to
Sun City. “I don't want to do
this commute for very long.”
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RCSCW board approves
consultant for golf issues

KATY 0'GRADY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

The Recreation Centers of Sun City West
governing board voted Thursday to spend up
to $10,000 for a consultant to help improve
its golf division revenue.

The consultant will make recommendations
to boost revenue and rounds played, improve
marketing, and conduct cost comparisons
with similar operations, said Interim General
Manager Mike Ingersoll.

Director and 2004 President Ray Caldwell
said the-golf division is down $264,655 from
budgeted figures through November.

Last year at this time, Caldwell said, the
golf division was $142,077 short of budget
and ended up $400,000 in the red for the
fiscal year. By the end of this fiscal year,
which ends June 30, 2004, the deficit could
be about $600.000 if something isn't done
soon, he said:

Ingersoll said he hopes to have someone
hired “as quickly as humanly possible”
possibly by the end of this week.

Resident Bob Baker questioned how the
board could vote on a $10,000 expense
without a written job description for the
consultant.

“l don't intend to have anyone come here
and do a job that's amorphous and
undefined,” Ingersoll replied. “I will define
clearly what it is we're looking for.”

Director Cher Petersen, who heads the golf
committee, said Ingersoll was on a short time
frame to get a consultant hired and didn't
have time to write a job description before
Thursday’s board meeting. Delaying the
action would mean the hiring couldn't take
place until the next board meeting in
January.

“We wouldn't spend a dollar unless it was
needed,” she said.

Caldwell said Ingersoll has looked at other
ways to increase revenue or decrease
expenses, including hiring freezes.

“Hiring can only be done at his approval,”
Caldwell said.

The board voted 5-0 on the matter during
the special meeting, with Carolyn Jennings,
Bob Beaupre and Elaine McCraith absent.

Originally, the meeting contained only
three agenda items: a presentation on LB

Apartment Communities’ proposed
development, 2004 committee chair
assignments, and a possible executive

session. However, board members agreed to
add the golf management item, along with a
report from the search committee on seeking
a new general manager and an update on
legal issues.

Caldwell announced his suggestions for
comrmittee chairmen, but directors agreed the
2004 board should vote to confirm them.
After Thursday's meeting ended, Caldwell
conducted a non-binding, informal vote of
seven of the incoming board members, all of
whom indicated they supported his choices.

Caldwell's recommended committee chairs
for 2004 are: Petersen, golf: Bob Beaupre,
bowling; Carl Elitz, chartered clubs and
library; Bob Finn, budget and finance; Randy
Fuller, properties; Barbara DuPonte, public
relations and human resources; Dick
Ahlgren, legal affairs; and Carolyn Jennings,
water.

Caldwell also recommended Jennings
appoint at least two Property Owners and
Residents Association directors to the water
committee so the two organizations don't
duplicate efforts.

Many of the proposed committee
assignments have current directors staving in
their posts. One of the biggest changes will
come if the board approves removing
Jennings from legal affairs and replacing her
with Ahlgren.

Caldwell said all of the directors save
Jennings resigned from their committee
assignments effective Dec. 31 so he could
reassign them. Committee assignments
usually continue through June.

“This is not an anti-Carolyn Jennings
movement,” Caldwell said. “It's just obvious to
us and should be obvious to you we desire
another chairperson in that position. Now
more than ever we have need of a legal mind."

When board members appointed Ahlgren
Dec. 4 to a six-month term on the board, they
praised his legal background. He has 45
years of law experience, including work in
mediation judgment reviewing attorney’s bills.

In other action:

® DuPonte reported the centers have spent
about $175 to get an advertisement for a new
general manager, tentatively being called an
executive director, on about 25 Web sites,
and about $600 for an ad in an Arizona
newspaper.

The search committee already has received
about 65 resumes.

® DuPonte announced she received a letter
from the National Labor Relations Board
stating it had dropped a charge filed against
the centers. The charge listed four or five
items including one against DuPonte, one
against her and Finn and one alleging former
General Manager George Grimstad was fired
for recognizing the union.

Board members said they weren't sure if
there were any other outstanding charges
against the centers filed with the NLRB.

CENTERS OF SUN CITY WEST
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RCSCW
board

selects
leaders

KATY 0’GRADY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Leadership on’ the Recre-
ation - Centers of Sun City
West board will shift Jan. 1
when the current board pres-
ident leaves his post and a
new head officer steps in.

Ray. Caldwell was chosen
unanimously Thursday- as
the board’s
2004 presi-
dent. He
will succeed
Tom: Cook,
whose term
on fthe

expiring.
Caldwell,

the candi- Ray Caldwell
date nomi- wij|| assume the
mated for presidency of
the presi- the Recreation
sequently CEnMers of Sun

ity est
resigned his governing

ost a
Freasurers board Jan. 1

effective

“Dec. 31

FRIDAY, DEC. 12, 2003

The board then took nomi-
nations for treasurer, and
Bob Finn was the only name
offered.

Per the bylaws, an anony-
mous vote was taken on both
nominations. In Finn's case,

~when Cook said Finn had

won, Director Carolyn Jen-
nings asked what the tally
was. Cook replied Finn
received seven votes and one
blank ballot. :

Incoming Directors Randy
Fuller and Carl Elitz took
part in the selection of offic-
ers; they will be seated Jan.
1. Cook and outgoing Direc-
tor Elaine McCraith did not
participate.

McCraith and Cook both
made departing comments,
as Thursday was the last reg-
ularly scheduled board meet-
ing of the year. Both
acknowledged the tough
times directors have endured
in the last several months,
and encouraged the new
board to work together for the
community’s benefit.

“My service in volunteering
to be part of the governing
board for the last three years
has been rewarding in many
ways. ['have had an opportu-
nity to meet and work with
many of the wonderful people
who help make Sun City
West a great place to live,”
Cook said. “I've tried my best
to serve all the people all the
time. I'd like to especially
mention all the loyal and ded-
icated employees who have
served our community so
well. t g
“As I leave, I would like to
urge fellow board members,

employees and residents to .

keep in mind, as a Recreation
Centers board, we are all vol-

unteers, and each of us is

doing our best to make this a

better community in which to

live.”

He suggested board mem-
bers and residents remember
to “love your neighbor as
yourself” and follow the
golden rule: “Do unto others
as you would have others do

unto you.”

McCraith said her 20 years
volunteering in Sun City
West, including her time on
the RCSCW board, have been
mostly rewarding, but the
last six months have been
difficult. She urged the new
board to “be aware that atti-
tudes and values have
sharply changed.

“We' have become politi-
cally divisive, and adding
three new members will not
work magic. It will take
everybody.

“I hope that the new board
will not rush to changes, but
will make them with delibera-
tion and caution.”

Director Cher Petersen
presented McCraith and Cook
with plaques of appreciation
for their service.

In other action during
Thursday's meeting:

® Director Carolyn Jen-
nings attempted to add an
agenda item to have the

heard discuss how it wants to.

proceed /if Finn is not covered
by thé centers' insurance
company in pending lawsuits.

He has been named in._

constructive-discharge, defa-
mation and libel suits filed by

former General Manager Jon

Cannon. :

. ‘Finn said he has received
“word from an attorney that

he will be covered by the cen-

. ters’ directors and officers

insurance,

In a 3-4 vote, the board
decided not to add the
agenda item. Jennings,
McCraith and Bob Beaupre
voted for the item, while
Finn, Barbara DuPonte,
Petersen and Caldwell voted
against it.

® Cook elaborated on a
comment made to the Daily
News-Sun in a Dec. 9 story
about employees’ futures in
light of charges filed with the

National Labor Relations .

Board. He had told the news-
paper he hoped no employees
would be fired as a result of
an NLRB investigation.

‘1 probably should have
said, ‘Over my dead body, *
he said. “I apologize if I
caused any anxiety. ... In my
opinion, no employees should
be fired over this union.”

® McCraith said the Silver
Anniversary Committee,

which was formed in Febru--

ary 2002 to plan anniversary
events in Sun City West this
year, netted more than
$80,000, which will go to the
R.H. Johnson Library to
update its equipment.
. The committee carried out
27 events to . celebrate Sun
City West's 25th anniversary.
The funds will be turned over
to the library after the first of
the year. :
The board also passed a
resolution to formally thank

-anniversary committee co-

chairs Dee Hjermstad and
Joe Davisson.

® Petersen made and then
withdrew a motion to accept
minor changes to a centers
policy on greens-fee rules
after resident Arlene Chris-
tensen said it did not address
controlled neighborhood play
or other nonresidents who
did not pay their greens fees.

The changes dealt prima-
rily with the fact there are no
longer golf-car permit fees.
Jennings suggested the item
be forwarded to the new
legal-affairs committee for
consideration in January.

® A workshop was tenta-
tively scheduled for Jan. 8 to
discuss three policy state-
ments regardirig the proposed
office of internal audit, prepa-
ration of the annual financial
plan and the asset preserva-
tion fund.

@ Caldwell read a proposed
amendment to the policy
regarding refunding prepaid
golf fees that strikes refer-
ences to golf-car permit fees.
That elicited concerns about
the policy in general, and
whether residents who are
disabled for long periods of
time should receive exten-
sions on their golf passes.

That idea, however,
brought concerns that the
extensions would be abused
by - some. No action was
taken.

Katy O'Grady can be
reached at 876-2514 or
kogrady@aztrib.com.
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RCSCW

treasurer
out of loop

Checks no
longer bear
Caldwell’s

name

KATY 0’GRADY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Ray Caldwell isn't rubber-
stamping any Sun City West
checks these days.

The Recreation Centers of
Sun City West treasurer said
he sent a let-
ter Sept. 22°
to General
Manager
George Grim-
stad and
board Presi-
dent Tom
Cook asking
that they no
longer use
the rubber
stamp bear-
ing his signature to sign
checks.

Caldwell

Caldwell, who also chairs
the centers’ budget-and-
finance committee, instead
requested checks be sent to
him for a personal signature
so he can keep better track of
where the centers’ money is
going.

“Nothing’s disturbed me
yet, but I just thought it was
a safeguard,” Caldwell said.

Since his request was
made, no checks have come
to him for his signature,
Caldwell said.

Grimstad said checks
must be signed by himself
and a board member; the
accounting  department signs
them using the rubber
stamps. .

Since Caldwell's request
came in, Grimstad said,
checks have been signed with
Grimstad's and board Presi-
dent Tom Cook’s signature
stamps.

“We stopped using (Cald-
well's) name a couple of
weeks ago,” he said.

Grimstad said the rubber
stamping keeps employees’
salaries confidential by not
letting board directors see
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how much each employee
makes.

“Part of our problem is, we
can't have the board mem-
bers or myself signing
employee checks,” he said.
“The employees’ salaries are
confidential, so we've got to
take some type of measures
to keep them that way.”

Rubber stamps are not
uncommon in business,
Grimstad said, and there are
other ways for board mem-
bers to track the centers'
expenses.

“It's just a normal busi-
ness process, and we have
financial statements that
show all the money dispersed
each month,” he said.

Caldwell said part of his
desire to see checks before
signing them was to deter-
mine whether any payments
were going to the Ridenour,
Hienton, Harper & Kelhofter
law firm.

Caldwell and board mem-
bers Cher Petersen and Bar-
bara DuPonte voted in an
emergency executive-
committee meeting Aug. 22 to
fire the law firm, and they
continue to assert the firm no
longer represents the centers.
But Cook, the fourth member
of the executive committee,
nullified the firing Aug. 28,
saying the meeting wasn't
valid.

In other words, there is no
consensus whether Hienton
represents the centers -or
whether the RCSCW has legal
representation at all.

Caldwell said he saw some
checks written to Hienton
after Aug. 28, but he's
unsure when the services
were provided. Grimstad said
a payment went to the firm in
September for services pro-
vided in August. He also said
the centers will continue to
pay the firm, since it contin-
ues to represent RCSCW.

“We're still using Hienton,
so we'll probably get an Octo-
ber bill for September,” he
said. “The business needs to

- continue, so the board ...

they're the ones who deter-
mined that Hienton's the law-
yer. They're the corporate
lawyer of record, so as the
bills are incurred, they have
to be paid.”

Grimstad said it doesn't
make sense for the centers to
be without a law firm.

“You don't fire an attorney
and then go lookm%l for one,
especially when we have law-
suits,” he said.

At least two lawsuits
against the centers are
pending.

The Hienton issue aside,
Grimstad said the centers

‘had to continue signing

checks while keeping salaries
classified.

“We might have had to
revert to cash payments,” he
said.

About 300 of the centers'
400 employees receive live
checks as opposed to auto-
matic deposits, Grimstad
said.

“Everything’s getting paid,”
he added. “Were trying to
continue this operation. We'd
be breaking federal law if we
didn't pay our employees.”

Caldwell said having Cook
and Grimstad rubber-stamp
checks is allowed, but he
questions the practice.

“I really can't contest it,
but it seems strange that
they would use the president
instead of the treasurer,” he
said. “We have no reason to
believe anything’s wrong. It
was just a poor practice.”

The Recreation Centers of
Sun City operate a bit differ-
ently, said Sun City board
President Dorothy Hirtzel.
She said the RCSC's account-
ing manager “signs" checks
with their rubber-stamped
signatures, but board mem-
bers are not prohibited from
seeing salaries.

“My signature’'s on there
by a stamp so I don't look at
all the personnel paychecks,”
Hirtzel said. She said the
stamps are a convenience,
“but I could go in and look at
anything [ wanted in HR. ... |

know in Sun City West they
can't do that.”

Salaries remain confiden-
tial to Sun City residents,

just as they do in Sun City

West.

Sun City West's other
quasi-governmental organiza-
tion, the Property Owners
and Residents Association,
has a simpler procedure,
because it has only one paid
full-time employee, a few
part-timers and some
volunteers.

“l sign the checks, If it's
anything that's over $1,000,
then (PORA President) Randy
(Fuller) and I sign it,” said Del
Miksis, PORA's office man-
ager and the only full-time
employee. Another PORA

director can fill in if Fuller is
absent, Miksis said.

“Everything is open for
PORA. Directors — everyone
— can see everything,” Miksis
said.

The Recreation Centers of
Sun City and Sun City West
also operate differently than
incorporated municipalities
such as Surprise, where all
salaries are public record.

Maria Alas, a Surprise
accounting technician, said
all employee checks are com-
puter generated, so council
members don't see the sala-
ries unless they make a point
of looking for them.

Katy O’'Grady can be
reached at 876-2514 or
kogrady@aztrib.com.



VF

DAILY NEWS-SUN

RECREATION CENTERS O SUN LLLL HWiLol

THURSDAY, SEPT. 25,_%00_37

e SRR

RCSCW leader calls for unity

500 pack
A.M. meeting

KATY 0’GRADY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

RCSCW governing-board Presi-
dent Tom Cook this morning called
for members to end the turmoil in
the community and “help us right
this ship.”

“I inherited many of the problems
that were pending at the time” Cook
told the more than 500 Recreation
Centers of Sun City West members
packed into the R.H. Johnson Social
Hall. “T ask you all to please lighten

up and help us right this
ship. ... Please don't attack us
personally.”

Cook’s comments came at the
beginning of a meeting where a
divided governing board was sched-
uled to tackle controversial subjects,
including challenging General Man-
ager George Grimstad's authority in
recognizing a union.

Cook, who became president after
the June 27 meeting, asked people to
concentrate on issues rather than
personalities.

“The turmoil in the community is
upsetting many of the residents,” he
said.

In fact, Cook saild Wednesday that
a couple of board members requested

Read details of today’s
meeting in Friday’s Daily
News-Sun

off-duty police officers be stationed at
the meeting. No officers were evident
at this morning's meeting.

“You never know,” Cook said. “Ven-
tana Lakes is always on everybody's
mind. Feelings have gotten so bad out
here.”

On April 19, 2000, Richard Glassel
walked into a Ventana Lakes
property-owners association meeting
and opened fire, killing two and

injuring three before he was subdued.
Glassel was a disgruntled former resi
dent of the community, and the
shooting has at times been used as
an example of what can happen when
homeowners and their associations
clash.

“Who the hell knows, in our society
today,” Cook said.

In addition to Grimstad's decision
to recognize the union, the RCSCW
board was scheduled to tackle the
possibility of finding a new law firm.
In executive session, closed to the
membership, the. board also was
slated to discuss investigation of
internal fraud and theft, among other

See RCSCW, AS
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issues.

The call for armed officers
started with an e-mail sent to
board members by Sun City
West Owners for Open Gov-
ernment member Carl
Fischer.

- “I think you may want to
consider beefing up the secu-
rity for the meeting on Thurs-
day just in case things get
out of hand,” Fischer wrote.
He also noted that Grimstad
recently received a concealed-
weapon permit.

But Denise Babirak,
RCSCW human-resources

manager, said that is not
unusual. Many Sun City
West residents have

concealed-weapon permits,
and although not a resident,
she herself has one.

“I've had my concealed-
weapon permit for probably
over 10 years,” she said. “You
need to fear those who don't
have a CCW more than those
who do.”

Babirak said those who
receive the permits must
undergo a background check,
fingerprinting and training.
Grimstad said he applied for
a concealed-weapon permit in
May because he had one in
Florida and decided to get

JOY LAMBERT-SLAGOWSKI/DAILY NEWS-SUN FILE PHOTO
Contentious meetings have become the norm for the Recre-
ation Centers of Sun City West. Here a member speaks out

against the proposed budget at a meeting in May.

one in his new state of resi-
dence. He said he does not
carry his weapon on RCSCW
property.

“‘I'm not authorized to,
because our policy prohibits
weapons on our properties,”
he said.

Lynn Lambert, manager of
Guns Plus on Dysart Road in
Surprise, said he sees many
Sun City West, Sun City
Grand and Sun City resi-
dents take concealed-weapon
permit classes through his
business. About half his

customers are seniors, and
half are younger,” he said.
Babirak said armed officers
would cost about $30 each
per hour. The centers cannot
use posse members, she said,
because they “have no
authority to restrain or any-
thing else.” :

- Sun City West Owners for
Open Government President
Carl Elitz said this isn't the
first time armed guards have
been called to a meeting. He
said officers or posse mem-
bers were called in at least

three times a couple of years
ago.

Cook said he followed
through with this request for
armed officers because he's
heard “there are many people
here in Sun City West with
concealed-weapon permits.”
Elitz said he doubted any-
thing would happen at
today's meeting, but thought
it was a good idea to have
security as a precaution.

“l would bet 95-to-5 that
nothing will happen, maybe
even higher than that,” he
said. “I've known most of the
people from Silent Majority,
and I've never known them to
be violent. I'm not violent.”

Silent Majority formed |

recently to counter
SCWOOG's community
activism.

Grimstad said he believes
the issue of his gun permit is
part of a smear campaign to
discredit him and eventually
fire him.

‘I think they had a slander
campaign, from what ‘[ saw
going with Jon Cannon,” he
said. “Now I'm in the seat, so
I'm getting it. 1 don't think
they'll be happy with
anyone.”

Katy O’Grady can be
reached at 876-2514 or
kogrady@aztrib.com.



RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CITY WEST

Split board braces for gri

Divisiveness among
RCSCW directors

could thwart business

KATY 0'GRADY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

The Recreation Centers of Sun City
West governing board begins regular
meetings again next month, but it may
get little done until the New Year.

With Director Bob Hubbs' resignation
June 26, the board was split, with four
members on each side voting together on
most issues. The division essentially falls
along pro- and con-Sun City West Own-
ers for Open Government lines.

On the pro-SCWOOG side are Direc-
tors Ray Caldwell, Barbara DuPonte,
Bob Finn and Cher Petersen. Opposing
them on many issues are Bob Beaupre,
President Tom Cook, Carolyn Jennings
and Elaine McCraith.

Members of each side say they will do
what's best for the community, but they
still acknowledge the board's divisive-
ness could lead to a stalemate.

“l guess we'll just have to see what

TUEC;[MY AU(: 5, 2003

comes up and hope we can get five for a
vote here and there,” McCraith said. "I
think it depends on the issue. I hope
we're not voting four-four for, what's the
word, to be stubborn.”

“It isn't just four against four,” she
added. “There are some divided philoso-
phies there that each side thinks they're
supposed to be following.”

DuPonte said she will vote her con-
science, but acknowledged the division.

“If something is brought up and it's
good for the community, then I would
vote yes, no matter what,” she said.

Already there is confusion about how
three board vacancies will be filled in
January, or whether Hubbs' term, which
ends Dec. 31, should be filled before
then.

Sharon Schomer, the board’s office
manager, said she believes there's been
some discussion about -naming Hubbs’
replacement when the board convenes in
September. McCraith and DuPonte,
however, said they believe that's doubt-
ful, given the split that likely would pre-
clude members from agreeing on a
replacement.

“From my perspective, I would say no

DAH Y NEWS- SUN

because we don't have enough to make
a decision,” DuPonte said.

“I really don't know because as we
are, we're four to four and that's not tht
way boards are supposed to work,”
McCraith said. “You need an uneven
number.” -

If Hubbs' position isn't filled until
January, the board will have three
vacancies to fill: Hubbs’, Cook’'s and
McCraith's. By that time, the board
should be able to reach a majority vote
because Cook and McCraith won't be
voting, according to Schomer. That
leaves six members voting, four of whom
generally agree on matters.

McCraith said she will be somewhat
relieved to leave the tumultuous board,
but disappointed as well.

“I certainly did not come on the board
to play legal hopscotch and that's just
about what it's come to in the last three
or four months,” she said.

“It might be personal relief, but | feel
very sorry for the community because I
have tried and I think the others have
tried to follow the regulations set up for
us, and it's frustrating.”

McCraith said she belleves

SCWOOG's push for open government
has gone too far, causing some of the
confusion and disagreements.

“We've got to get that notion out of
people's heads that everything's open to
everyone and you can just come in.
That's not the way government works,”
she said. “The 'other people who are
fussing don't see that we're following
the” bylaws and articles of incorporation.

Governing-board officials said they
have had several residents express inter-
est in the three vacancies. The appoint-
ments will be made in January, and will
run through June 30. An election in
March will decide who takes over those
positions for three-year terms, beginning
July 1.

This is the last year of confusing elec-
tion and appointment cycles, which
began when the board decided to shift
from calendar-year elections to a fiscal-
year format to allow winter residents
more of a say in the process. By the next
election, all nine governing board mem-
bers will have been elected under the
new cycle, negating the need for the six-
month appointments.

Katy O’'Grady can be reached at 876-
2514 or kogrady@aztrib.com.
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ELAINE
McCRAITH,
RCSCW
governing-
board direc-
tor: “l cer-
tainly did
not come
on the
board to
play legal
hopscotch
and that’s
just about
what it's
come to in
the last
three or
four
months.”
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Finn removed as legal affairs chairman

By Erik Burg

Independent Newspapers

The governing board of the
Recreation Centers of Sun
City West played a game of
musical chairs with commit-
tee chairmanships last week.

Board member Bob Finn
was removed as chairman of
the Legal Affairs Committee.
Carolyn Jennings was named
as the new chairwoman.

Ms. Jennings is also the
chairwoman of the Water
Committee.

The committees examine
specific issues and report to
the governing board.

According to RCSCW

Board President Tom Cook,
the decision to remove Finn
was made due to Mr. Finn's
failure to consult with fellow
board members before set-
ting up a meeting with attor-
ney Michael Kisicki of the
firm Steptoe and Johnson.
Mr. Kisicki later was
selected by the board on a 4-
3 vote July 10 to advise
members on how to proceed
regarding union issues. The
attorney, however, has since
declined to represent the
organization (See story
beginning on page 1).
“Instead of working with
the board, he (Mr. Finn) con-
tacted the lawyer and set up a

meeting,” Mr. Cook said. “He
did not have the authority to
do that, and that's why he
was removed as chairman.”

Agreement must  be
reached about such things as
an hourly rate before an.
attorney is placed on retain-
er, he added

Mr. Finn declined com-
ment.

Ms. Jennings said that
while Mr. Finn has legal
expertise, that was not
enough of a reason to have
him continue chairing the
Legal Affairs Committee.

“He’s in the center of most
of the controversies of our
community,” she said. “It just

isn't a good place for him.”

She added that it is not
imperative that the chairper-
son of a committee be espe-
cially well-versed in the issue
that committee addresses.

“The chair doesn't need to
be an expert,” Ms. Jennings
said. “You have to surround
yourself with people who are
experts.”

Mr. Finn has now been
named to chair the the
board’s Properties Commit-
tee, a position which had
been assigned to Ms. Jen-
nings earlier this month.

“The committee oversees
all of the rec centers’ major
properties,” Mr. Cook said.

He added that its next
major project will be the ren-
ovations taking place at the
Beardsley Recreation Center.

The Chartered Clubs
Comittee post, which was left

Labor lawyer: No thanks, RCSCW

By Erik Burg

Independent Newspapers

A labor attorney who the
Recreation Centers of Sun
City West Governing Board
voted to put on retainer has
declined to represent the
organization.

Mark Kisicki, an attorney
with the firm Steptoe and
Johnson, said that due to
divisions on the board about
how to procede in certain
legal matters, such as issues
concerning employees joining

a union and the Office and
Professional Employees
Local 56 filing charges
against the RCSCW with the
National Labor
Board, he could not repre-
sent the recreation centers.

“In order to represent an
entity, I must have the full
support of the board,” Mr.
Kisicki said. "At this point, I
am not representing them in
any matters.”

The RCSCW governing
board, which voted 4-3 to
place Mr. Kisicki on retainer

Relations’’

during a special meeting July
10, met with Mr. Kisicki last
week, along with the mem-
bers of its Legal Affairs Com-
mittee.

According to Carolyn Jen-
nings, RCSCW governing
board member and the new
Legal Affairs Committee
chairwoman, the governing
board should not have sought
another attorney's counsel
without first dismissing its
current general counsel. The
board currently retains the
legal counsel of Ridenhour,

Hienton, Harper, Kelhoffer,
Lewis and Garth.

“In the legal world, a law
firm just would not  take
another law firm's client,” Ms.
Jennings said.

The board had earlier
scheduled a meeting for July
15 at which it was set to con-
sider terminating its relation-
ship with Ridenhour, Hien-
ton, Harper, Kelhoffer, Lewis
and Garth and retaining
David Ronald as the
RCSCW's corporate lawyer.

However, that meeting was

cancelled after a dispute over

what items should be includ-
ed on the agenda.
Ms. Jennings said Mr.

Kisicki, in the meeting last |

week, gave the Legal Affairs
Committee general informa-
tion on the history of unions
and how they work but no
legal advice.

“It was more of a seminar,”
Board President Tom Cook
said. “He gave us some useful
information, told us to watch

our costs, He was very knowl-
edgeable.”

vacant when board member
Bob Hubbs resigned from the
board last month, was not

filled.

“It ended amicably,” Ms.
Jennings added

Mr. Cook agreed that it
wouldn't have been a good
idea to hire a new attorney
who would have to be brought

up to speed on current mat-
ters involving the union.

“When you change horses
in the middle of the stream, it
can create a mess,” Mr. Cook
said.

Ms. Jennings, Elaine
McCraith and Bob Beaupre
voted against retaining Mr.
Kisicki on July 10, with Ms.
McCraith advocating that the
board consider more than
one candidate.
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RCSCW directors
advocate harmony

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

President Tom Cook wants
to bring harmony to the Rec-
reation Centers of Sun City
West governing board.

Cook acknowledges direc-
tors have been at odds, and
says his goal is to bring them
together.

“In the past, we have had
too many board members go
off on their own,” Cook said.
“We need to work as a board
and not as individuals. We
need to work on the board’s
agenda.”

Cook said this is not the
first time in the history of
Sun City West that there was
acrimony among board mem-
bers. He pointed to 1994 and

What are your sugges-
tions for bringing harmony
to the Recreation Centers
of Sun City West govern-
ing board to best serve
the interests of the mem-

bers? Please call Michael

Maresh at 876-2513 or e-
mail him at
mmaresh @aztrib.com.

P S

1998 as years when board
members clashed.

“It goes in cycles,” Cook

said. “I will do my best to
bring them together.”

Cook said he is meeting
with new directors Barbara
DuPonte and Cher Petersen
today in hopes of bringing
greater harmony to the
board. DuPonte and Petersen
took office Tuesday.

Last week, Treasurer Bob
Hubbs resigned as a director,
citing infighting among board
members and months of
squabbling over issues

Finn
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ranging from severance pay
packages to the authority of
the general manager.

No meeting has been
scheduled to select his suc-
cessor for the nine-member
board.

Petersen said her solution
to unilying board members is
a “boring theory.”

“I feel if we do any action
and it is positive to the com-
munity, everyone will come
on board,” she said.

‘ Jennings

D'u Ponte

Petersen said it is her hope

-the new directors can bring

the board together as one.

‘I think we will be able to
work together, and I just pray
we can,” said the new
RCSCW vice president. “We
are not going to agree on
everything.”

The goal is to make policy
for the good of the communi-
ty, she said.

See RCSCW, AS
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“I hope to be positive,” she
said. “(We're taking) it one
day at a time."

Director Elaine McCraith
said she really does not know
how the board can mend the
fences between directors.

“We have to work it out
together,” McCraith said. “We
need to follow the same
bylaws and have respect for
each other and the staff. We
have all got to be on the same
page — and we are not there

yet."

Director Carolyn Jennings
said the board members need
to trust each
other before |
any healing |

can take
place.

“I think §
we arej
obliged to}
follow the J
bylaws,” she
said. "I am

hopeful (this
can be
worked out).”

Director Bob Finn said the

McC ralth

board needs to respect the
wishes of RCSCW members it
if wants the community to
come together.

“If the board as a whole
would respond to residents’
wishes and begin to realize
open and honest government,
there would be no crisis, in
my opinion,” he said.

DuPonte said the differ-
ences of opinions among
directors are the result of dis-
agreements over the interpre-
tation of open government.

“The only way we can
repair the damage is if we all

start listening to residents,”
said the new board secretary.
‘I don't know what is best for
residents, but I know what |
hear.

“When everyone is open,
then we can have a harmoni-
ous relationship. I do pray we
make this (corporation) more
open, because it will move
the community together.”

Board members Ray Cald-
well and Bob Beaupre were
unavailable for comment.

Michael Maresh can be
reached at 876-2513 or
mmaresh@aztrib.com.
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Board member admits tussles led to departure

KATY 0’GRADY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Bob Hubbs had been
thinking about quitting
the RCSCW governing
board for six months
before finally turning in
his resignation Thurs-
day, he told the Daily
News-Sun.

“l just got tired of all the fighting
that's been going on for a year,” he
said.

Hubbs, who has served on the board
for about 2% years and whose term
runs through the end of December, quit
immediately after another tumultuous
meeting Thursday that saw Sun City

Hubbs

West Owners for Open Government
members criticizing and sometimes
booing the board and General Manager
George Grimstad.

“It probably wasn't any worse on
Thursday than it's been any time in the
past year,” Hubbs said. “People don't
seem to be getting any better. They
treat each other badly.”

Tom Cook, president of the govern-
ing board of the Recration Centers of
Sun City West, said he knew Hubbs
had been talking about quitting for six
months, and agreed there's been a lot
of disharmony in the community.

“I'm getting sick of the baloney going
on but for now I'm going to stick it out,”
he said.

Cook said he didn’t believe any more

resignations from other board members
would be forthcoming, but he didn't
rule out the possibility in the future.

“Not immediately. It depends on
what happens,” he said.” There's a lot
of things in the works right now that I
can't talk about. For now, we've got to
do our best and try to keep things on
an even keel.”

Although Cook was chosen to be
president beginning July 1, he took the
helm Thursday after former President
Bob Finn stepped down.

Finn, still a director, is supported by
SCWOOG members.

Hubbs, who has lived in Sun City
West about seven years and was slated
to serve on the board's charted clubs
and library committees, said, “I think

this is the worst it's ever been. It's
uncivil. People ask you a question and
they know what answer they want.”

The board scheduled a special meet-
ing for Monday in the R.H. Johnson
Lecture Hall to appoint someone to fill
the vacancy left by Hubbs’ resignation.
However, RCSCW office manager
Sharon Schomer said that meeting has
been canceled.

Hubbs said. “They decided all it
would do is create more hassle with the
new board,” which will be seated the
following day Tuesday.

“We'll get to it eventually. There's no
rush.”

Katy O'Grady can be reached at 876-
2514 or kogrady@aztrib.com.
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Hubbs r—;sig"ns, Cook
takes helm of board

STAFF REPORT

Recreation Centers of Sun City West Trea-
surer Bob Hubbs has resigned from the
board.

The centers stated in a
press release this morning
that a special meeting will
be at 12:45 p.m. Monday in
the R.H. Johnson Lecture
Hall, 19803 R.H. Johnson
Blvd., to appoint his succes- [
sor. Hubbs and other cen- N
ters officials were unavail- g e YL
able for comment this Cook
moming.

Hubbs attended Thursday’s annual meet-
ing, and made no word of an imminent
resignation.

Also at Thursday's meeting, Tom Cook was
voted in as the board's new president, replac-
ing Bob Finn, who resigned the post but
remains a director. ‘

Cook will fill the remainder of Finn's term
and then continue as president after Tuesday,
when his own term starts.
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New RCSCW board president faces year with split board

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

After a series of 5-4 votes Thursday at the
RCSCW meeting, newly selected board Presi-
dent Tom Cook knows he has his work cut
out for him over the next year.

Cook said the voting blocs that appear to
have formed among board members are
disconcerting.

“Hopefully, | can bring the board togeth-
er,” he said. “We need to bring the commu-
nity together and move forward in a positive
way. | hope | can work with all the board
members, and make it all-inclusive. | think
that is important for the community.”

The makeup of the Recreation Centers of
Sun City West governing board changed
Thursday when the three incoming board
members were selected as officers. They will

be part of the four-member committee that
sets monthly agendas for the governing
board.

Incoming directors Cher Petersen, Ray
Caldwell and Barbara DuPonte nominated
and seconded each other for three of four
officer positions before the whole board voted
them in on three 5-4 ballots. The three join
Bob Finn to form a voting bloc with ties to
Sun City West Owners for Open
Government.

The SCWOOG-backed bloc opposes many
actions taken by the outgoing board, setting
up conflict with four continuing board mem-
bers. The SCWOOG group has vowed to
revisit a number of issues already decided.

Cook was unanimously elected next board
president. Petersen was chosen as vice presi-
dent, DuPonte was selected secretary, and

Caldwell was tapped as treasurer.

Caldwell was nominated treasurer by
DuPonte and was seconded by Pelersen,
while Bob Beaupre was nominated by Bob
Hubbs and seconded by Elaine McCraith.
McCraith said experience should have been
the deciding factor.

“I feel (Beaupre) has been on the board in
this position in the past.” she said. *l think
he has been on the board and knows the
procedures.”

Residents wanted to know why Beaupre
was voting by phone from [llinois. where he
has spent much of his time for personal rea-
sons in recent months.

“Even though he hasn't been here, he has
been in contact,” McCraith said:

See BOB FINN, RS
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Outgoing board President
Bob Finn wanted to know
where Beaupre would be
spending his summer, and
Beaupre said he would not be
in Sun City West for two of
the three months.

Petersen said Caldwell
would bring some fresh ideas
to the executive committee,

"He's new,” she said. “It's
time for a change.”

- Petersen nominated
DuPonte for the position of
secretary with Caldwell sec-
onding, while Hubbs nomi-
nated Carolyn Jennings with
McCraith reaffirming.

~ Voting for vice president
followed the same lines, with
Caldwell nominating Petersen
and DuPonte seconding,
while Hubbs nominated
McCraith.

Finn said he was pleased
with how the selections

played out,

‘I am just optimistic that
everyone will pull together,”
he said. “Tom can pull us
together.”
~ Finn said having the
luture board made up of peo-
ple who believe in open gov-
ernment was particularly
satisfying. ’

“They will be able to pull
this ctommunity together.” he
said. “If that team can't do it,
no one can.”

DuPonte said she thinks
selected officers will benefit
the community.

I see this as a positive

step for Sun City West,” she
said. “It means Bob Finn
won't be alone anymore.”
_ She added that it's gratify
ing she will be joining
Petersen and Caldwell on the
executive committee,

“That means we can have
some impact,” she said.

Michael Maresh can be
reached at 876-2513 or
mmaresh@aztrib.com.
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Finn tenders resignation, changes mind

RCSCW:
President, director
do turnabout

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

The dizzying dance of

'RCSCW governing-board

members continues, with two
more members resigning,
then reneging.

In the latest move, Bob
Finn will not be stepping
down as president of the Rec-
reation Centers of Sun City

West governing board, even
though he said Tuesday he
planned to do so later this
month.

Finn had called a special
meeting Friday to fill the post
of interim Director Stan
Warner, who had submitted
his resignation, effective
Friday.

But on Tuesday, Warner
said he was rescinding his
resignation after numerous
residents asked him to stay
on board. Also Tuesday, Finn
canceled Friday's special
meeting, said RCSCW office

manager Sharon Schomer.,

In an e-mail sent to the
Daily News-Sun at 5:56 a.m.
today, Finn wrote that he had
changed his mind about
resigning, saying he will stay
on as president at the behest
of members of the communi-
ty, and will step down if the
directors vote to remove him.

He took the governing
board helm in January after
Bob Beaupre quit just days
after being named to the
post.

Finn said Tuesday that by
relinquishing the presidency,

another director could serve
as the president through
July, when new directors are
seated and all nine directors
elect officers.

“Finn said he had hoped to
bring some stability to the
board, but was unsuccessful.

“The problem is, I have
been a lightening rod (since
being appointed president),”
he said. “In order for the
president to be “successful,
you need board support, and
I don't have any.”

Finn had said the presi-
dent is ‘supposed to work

with the general manager,
but said Finn's views often
differ from the majority of the
governing board, so his dis-
cussions with the general
manager are not the same
views held by the majority of
the board.

“The board does the oppo-
site of what 1 want to do,” he
said.

Robert’s Rules of Order
dictate that a president can
vote only on ties and is not
permitted to speak on issues
unless the gavel is surren-
dered. In recent meetings,

Finn has handed the gavel to
Vice President Elaine
McCraith so he could speak
to issues.

Finn said when he was
named president, he was
aware he could be removed at
any time by fellow directors,
and he expected to be, since
the majority of the board
opposed him on a number of
issues.

Finn said his presidency
has overseen the develop-
ment of a Web site for the

See FINN, AS
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centers and the formation of
a bylaw committee, both of
which have been criticized.

He also said directors
recently appointed a losing
governing-board candidate in
the March election to the
board, which, he said,
ignored  the members' wishes
by not naming top vote-getter
Cher Petersen to the board.

He also said the majority
of the board last week
opposed him when approving

a $375,000 computer-
upgrade system and denied
his request for a community
forum to discuss the project.

As recently as this week,
Finn said, he had to dispel
rumors he planned to fire
General Manager George
Grimstad in July when the
three elected members took
their seats on the govermng
board.

An e-mail sent from Grims-
tad to Finn about the concern
was circulated in the commu-
nity as well as to the media.

Finn, Directors Tom Cook
and Elaine McCraith, as well

as governing-board electees:
Cher Petersen and Barbara -
DuPonte met with Grimstad -

to denounce the rumors.

planned to read to residents
later this month, he wrote:
“Any leader must have sup-
port of board members to"be
effective. This is also impor-
tant to the general manager.
It is obvious that I do not
have the board's support, and
therefore I cannot be effective.

It 'is therefore appropriate
that I tender my resngnation
as president.”

"~ Michael Maresh can’ be
reached at 876-2513  or

.. mmaresh@aztrib.com.
In a letter Finn had



Bob Finn of Sun
City West was the
presiding judge on
two high profile
cases in Nebraska.
The former judge
had said Tuesday
he was going to
resign as president
of the Recreation
Centers of Sun City
West governing
board. Today he
changed his mind.
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RCSCW fills board

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

The governing board of the
Recreation Centers of Sun City
West filled its final vacancy
Thursday.

At its monthly meeting, the
governing board selected David
Wilson by a 4-1-1 vote to fill the
vacancy brought on by the resig-
nation of Gene Godderis in Jan-
uary. Director Tom Cook was
the lone dissenter, while Bob
Hubbs abstained from the vote.

Carolyn Jennings, an interim
director, received the fourth-
highest total with 1,840 votes in
Tuesday's RCSCW election,
which resulted in her filling the
position vacated by Godderis.

In doing so, Jennings's
interim position was vacated,
and directors argued over who
should be allowed take that
seat.

Interim Director Stan Warner,
who finished with the (fifth-
highest vote total in Tuesday’s
election cited the bylaws, saying
the next highest vote-getter
should fill the vacancy.

Normally, that would have
been Warner, but since he also
is an interim director, he said,
Wilson — the sixth-highest vote-
etter — should fill the position
or the next three months.

Wilson said that is how he
understands the bylaws as well.

"My only comment is the
bfv]laws are clear,” he said. "I
should be (on the board) until
June 30."

Not everyone agreed with
Warner and Wilson.

Director Tom Cook said since
Cher Petersen received the most
votes in Tuesday's election, she
should immediately be seated
because this is what the com-
munity wants. She would then
serve out her three-year term
from July 1.

Cook said placing Wilson on
the board makes no sense since
it would take him  several
months to get accustomed to
director's responsibilities.

“Putting Mr. Wilson on the
board is a waste of time and

effort,” Cook said. “I feel it is
important to put our time and
effort toward someone who will
become a permanent bweard
member.”

Director Elaine McCraith said
Petersen could not take the seat
because it would mean she
would be serving more than the
maximum three years allowed.

Cook said past RCSCW Presi-
dent Dee Hjermstad served more
than three years so there is pre-
cedent. Hjermstad served six
months as an interim director
after her three-year term expired
Dec. 31, 2001.

Governing Board President
Bob Finn asked Warner and
McBurnett if they would step
down for the top three vote-
getters in Tuesday's election for
the good of the community.

Warner said he would if he
was assured the three highest
vote-getters would take their
seats, but McBurnett quashed
that proposal, saying he will not
leave until his term expires.

“l will finish my obligation,”
he said. “I will be on the board
until June, 30, 2003, unless |
am carried out feet first.”

Resident Hal Lind, reading
from the bylaws, said the whole
discussion was moot since there
actually was no vacancy
because of the recent election.

Sun City West Owners for
Open Government President
Carl Elitz said he was upset
with what he was observing.

“I am disappointed in this
type of politicking,” he said. “We
are doing the same things that
has been going on for years.
Let’s stop it.”

Elitz said the board should
leave the position vacant rather
than “create a crisis this com-
munity does not need.”

Former governing board
member Dudley Gibson also
said Warner and Patrick McBur-
nett should resign their seats
immediately so the top three
vote-getters could take office
immediately.

“We have a chance to put all
of this behind us,” Gibson said.

RECREATION CENTERS
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SCWO00G-backed candidates win rec-board seats

5,550 BALLOTS CAST: Voters pick Cher

Peterson, Ray Caldwell, Barbara
DuPonte and Carolyn Jennings

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Declaring “there’s a new
game in town,” Ray Caldwell
and two other members of
Sun City West Owners for
Open Government won land-
slide victories in Tuesday's

. recreation-centers governing-

board election.

Caldwell, Barbara DuPonte
and Cher Peterson, all active
members of SCWOOG,
defeated four other candi-
dates nearly 2-1 in one of the
largest voter turnouts in Sun
City West history.

With 5,550 ballots cast,
representing about 19 per-
cent of all voters, Petersen
received 3,498 votes, Cald-
well garmmered 3,414 and Bar-
bara DuPonte had 3,357
votes. The three candidates
who ran unsuccessfully are
current interim director Stan
Wamer with 1,800 votes,
David Wilson with 959 and
Martha Bleyl with 956 votes.

Carolyn Jennings, an
interim director, received the
fourth-highest total with
1,840 votes and will take

office today to fill the position
vacated by Gene Godderis. At
their Thursday meeting,
directors will decide if they
will fill the interim position
Jennings held.

Caldwell, Peterson and
DuPonte will serve three-year
terms beginning July 1. Two
interim directors — Warner
and Patrick McBurnett —
are serving six-month terms
through June.

SCWOOG, formed almost a
year ago, took the former gov-
erning board to task for vari-
ous actions that resulted in a
failed December bylaw vote in
which 57 percent of residents
supported the changes. A
two-thirds vote was needed to
approve the bylaw changes.

Caldwell said he thinks
residents saw him, Petersen
and Caldwell as candidates
who could be trusted to bring
about change.

Caldwell, Petersen and
DyPonte, all endorsed by
SCWOOG, said they were not
surprised by Tuesday's vote
because the bylaw .wote
proved residents want

) Jennings Peterson

change.

“People are tired of what
has (been going on),” Caldwell
said. “They want something
different.”

Caldwell said he hopes the
future board will not be
divisive.

“There are too many old
board problems,” he said.
“We are looking at opening
up.”

He said he hopes the
board will follow what the
three SCWOOG members
preach. He said if need be the
three will attempt to convince
other directors about the
importance of being more
open.

DuPonte said a lot of hard
work and campaigning pre-
ceded the vote and was
pleased two fellow SCWOOG

See REC BOARD, AS
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Barbara
DuPonte and
Ray Caldwell
are all smiles
after placing
third and sec-
ond, respec-
tively, in the
Recreation
Centers of Sun
City West
governing-
board election
Tuesday. Cher
Peterson was
the top vote-
getter. Carolyn
Jennings fin-
ished fourth,
which places
her on the
board today.
The other win-
ning candi-
dates take

office July 1.
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members will be jomjng her
on the governing board.

“People saw us as a team,”
she said. “They saw us as a
change and a team, and
that's what they are
for.”

DuPonte said the board
needs to work together and
eliminate the bickering. .

“l am atask-force person,
and this-fslike ‘a task’ com-
pleted,” she'said;” ¢ -

Petersen was happy as
well that Caldwell and

DuPonte were named to the

board. :
“We are a team. That is the

key,” she said. “We will repre- .

sent the people and their
wishes. I stand for honesty
and integrity, and I have a lot

king

of common sense.”
Jennings said she was
happy residents voted her in

- to fill the vacancy on the gov-
“erning board.

"Iamgladlamstlllonthe

. board,” she said. “I am satis-

fied with that.”

. SCWOO0G Presmlent Carl :
. Elitz said he was thrilled vot- .
ers selected the three candi--

dates his organization
endorsed.
“I am extremely happy, ‘he

»said. “The community has .
spoken, and they are lo'oldn'g

for change.”
Elitz said he is notf' sur—

prised with who was elected,
but was with the- margn ‘of i

" the new vacancy. ,
“We will talk about it and

victory.
Elitz said he also is hoping

there will be no divisivencss

on the new board.

“I believe some people will
see this vote and will say ‘the

community wants us to.

change,”” he said. “The

board’s (responsibility) is to

serve the residents, and they
should come first always.” -

.. Director- Elaine McCraith
said she kind of expected who

would be elected. She said

she was pleased Jennings -

was elected to take the
vacancy on the board.

“Now we can get down to
the hard work,” she said. =~

Director Tom Cook said he
is looking forward to working
with the newly elected direc-
tors. He added he is not sure

~what the board will do about

éeehowit goes,” he said..

Elcctions Chairman Randy ;

Fuller was hopm% for 6,000
votes to be cast, but said he
was pleased with the final

‘number.

Rep. Carole Hubbs of Sun
City West, R-District 4, said
the turnout was exceptional,
though, she remembered a

‘turnout ‘about 10 years' ago .

where .almost 6,500 people

‘cast ballots, though, that vote

included the election for the

Sun City West Property Own-
ers and Resi ents-
Association. I it

She said the dlvisivehess
was the reason for the high -
turnout, which was si
whensheservedasaR,_ Al
director about 10 years-agp.*.."

“I knew this (turOutf.

. would happen,” she sa;d.n‘t?‘ =

Michael Maresh . can
reached at..876-2513" o

- mmaresh@aztrib. com.
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Ex-director ehanges
mind, wants back

on RCSCW board

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Gene Godderis resigned
twice in the last five months
as a director
on the Recre-
ation Centers
of Sun City
West govern-
ing board.

This -week,
he changed
his mind.

In a letter

to the Daily News-Sun, Godd-
eris wrote: “Finally, yes if the
board accepts the rescission
of my resignation, I will
remain on the board to repre-
sent the silent majority now
that my health problems have
been (resolved).”

Godderis resigned in Octo-
ber, citing nasty e-mails. He
rescinded that resignation,
and the board accepted. In
January, he resigned again,
declining to say why.

Board President Bob Finn
said he has forwarded Godd-
eris’ latest request to the
legal-affairs committee, which
will make a recommendation

Godderis

to the board. The governing .

board will have the final say
on whether to allow Godderis
to return.

General Manager George
Grimstad said allowing a
director to rescind his resig-
nation is not covered under
the centers’ bylaws and will
have to be addressed by the
governing board.

Director Patrick McBun‘mett
said he would welcome Godd-
.eris back with open arms.

“I think it is the best news
I have heard in a while
McBurnett said. “He is one of
the best (directors) we have
ever had on the board.” -

McBurnett said Godderis,
in his short time as a direc-
tor, made some great deci-
sions, citing a recommenda-
tion to forward former
General Manager Jon Can-
non's claim to the center's

- insurance company. Cannon

threatened to sue the centers
for constructive discharge
unless a settlement was
reached. Forwarding the
claim prevented Cannon from
collecting a settlement unless
a lawsuit was filed; no suit
has been filed.

“I'will work in every way to
get (him back on the board),”
McBurnett said. He said the
legal-affairs committee can
recommend actions to the
board, but cannot dictate
what it decides.

Godderis, a retired Wash-
ington state lawyer, moved to'
Sun City West four years ago.
He was elected in March to a
three-year term beginning
July 1. The 68-year-old said
in February 2002 that he
decided to run at the request
of friends.

Director Elaine McCraith
said she wants to talk to

See RCSCW, AS

From A1

Godderis to see what is
transpiring,. '

“He has done this before,”
McCraith said, adding she
knows of no similar situa-
tions with past directors.

“I almost feel like we
should have a separate board
meeting to discuss this,” she
said. "I am still waiting to
hear from, Mr. Finn. “This is
an unusual matter. It's up
and down, and it's not good
for us. We need more infor-

mation, and (Godderis')
intentions, if it's even
possible.”

McCraith said what she
does not want is to allow
Godderis back if there is a
chance he could resign a
third time. ‘

Legal-affairs committee
member Carl Fischer, who
will be one person studying

the issue, said the governing
board can appoint someone
to fill a vacancy, but added a
previous . vote to allow the
fourth-highest vote-getter to
assume the seat has already
been approved.

Fischer said Godderis
resigned, and the former
director now has no recourse.
Fischer said past boards have
always filled vacancies by
accepting applications from
interested residents. _

“] contend there is a
vacancy, and the board
should give everyone a
chance to apply in order to be
considered,” he said, adding
that he cannot support Godd-
eris’ return to the board.

“Its a red herring,” he
said. “Who wants to do busi-
ness with a quitter?”

Michael Maresh can be
reached at 876-2513 or
mmaresh@aztrib.com.
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da item as a result of the
workshop meeting.

Ms. Jennings addressed
the subject first, reading a
statement about the lack of
precedent for presidents of
groups also holding commit-
tee chair positions.

A request was made by

board members to hear
opinions from audience
members.
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RCSCW board president
gives up chairmanship

By Diana Shaughnessy

Independent Newspapers

Applause combined with
an equal mix of sorrowful,
disapproving sounds rang
through the R.H. Johnson
Social Hall Feb. 27 when
Recreation Centers of Sun
City West Inc. Governing
Board President Bob Finn
announced he would “gra-
ciously step down” as chair-
man of the board’'s legal
affairs committee.

A motion had been made
during the board’'s regular
meeting by member Carolyn
Jennings requesting that Mr.
Finn step down from his
self-appointed, controversial
role as committee chairman.

After nearly half an hour
of discussion, Mr. Finn
handed the gavel to vice
president Elaine McCraith
so he could address the
issue.

“In order to keep peace, |
will step down,” he said.

Controversy has sur-
rounded Mr. Finn's self-
appointment as chairman of
the legal affairs committee
ever since the announce-
ment was made at the Jan.
23 regular board meeting,

held after former board
member Gene Godderis' res-

ignation.
At that meeting, then-.
board president Bob

Beaupre announced his res-
ignation as president and
became a regular board
member. Mr. Finn was elect-
ed as new board president.
New committee assign-
ments were made, and Mr.
Finn said he felt he was best
suited to head the legal
affairs committee, since he
was the only board member
with legal experience. In the
past, RCSCW board presi-
dents have not chaired
board committees.
According to bylaws, com-
mittee chair positions are
appointed by the president
and approved by the board.
Mr. Finn's committee assign-
ments were never officially
approved by the board, a
fact discovered during a
workshop meeting Feb. 13 at
which parliamentarian Mau-
reen Arnold gave board
members a lesson in
Robert's Rules of Order.
Committee assignment
discussion became an agen-

See Finn — Page 5
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Resident Larry Watts said
that if board members did
not vote on the committee
assignments, “it would mean
the board was passively
agreeing to leave Bob Finn
on legal affairs.”

At that point, Ms. Jen-
nings immediately made the
motion requesting that Mr.
Finn step down as commit-
tee chairman.

Board member Tom Cook
pointed out Mr. Finn's legal
background.

“This constant change in
legal affairs reduces the con-

tinuity and effectiveness of
that committee,” he added.
“I believe it would be best to
leave it alone until after the
election.”

Ms. Jennings stated it
was not necessary for a
chairman to have career
background in their
assigned committee
appointment. Instead, she
said, it is important for the
chair to surround himself
with committee members
with solid backgrounds.

At that point, Mr. Finn
announced he would step

down.

Ms. Jennings withdrew
her original motion and
made a new one, accepting
Mr. Finn's resignation as
legal affairs committee chair.
The motion passed with Mr.
Cook voting “no” and Stan
Warner abstaining,

Mr. Warner was appointed
as the new legal affairs chair.

Mr. Finn noted committee
assignments would probably
change again after the March
election.
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Turmoil continues with Godderis’ resignation
Director points to public distrust of SCW Rec board

By Diana Shaughnessy

Independent Newspapers

Constant turmoil best
describes the state of the
Recreation Centers of Sun
City West Inc. Governing
Board lately.

With Bob Beaupre's Jan.
14 resignation from the presi-
dent's position still fresh in
everyone's mind, Gene God-
deris sent board members yet

another shock when he
resigned from the board Jan.
21, a¥ the board’s game of
musical chairs centinued.

In a sfatement to board
members and the news

media, Mr. Godderis indicat-"

ed his decision to leave was
based upon disagreements
with the Sun City*We$t Own-
ers for Open~Government,
which he said has caused res-
idents to distrust and become

angry with board members.
He said he has been the direct
recipient of what he calls
“hate mail e-mails,” including
at least 17 requests that he
resign from the board.

Mr. Godderis accused
SCWOOG leaders of mislead-
ing residents into believing
the board has violated state
laws laws. He also claimed
SCWOOG leaders have pub-
lished half truths “and, in

many cases, downright
untruths to provoke distrust
and anger at board mem-
bers.”

During a special meeting a
week earlier, Mr. Beaupre had
announced that he was
resigning as president of the
board after only two weeks in
the position, although he said
he would remain a board
member. Board member Bob
Finn, one of the founding

members of SCWOOG, was
elected as the new president,
having been nominated by
Mr. Godderis.

SCWOOG was formed last
spring as a result of contro-
versy  surrounding  the
RCSCW’'s agreement to a
$93,000 severance package
for former general manager
R.G. Anderson-Wycoff.

See Turmoil — Page 5
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Continued From Page 1
SCWOOG members decided
to make information about
this readily available to Sun
City West residents through
use of the Internet.

Spearheaded by residents
Richard Ahlgren, Carl Fisch-
er and Mr. Finn, SCWOOG
created a Web site and sent
email messages to SCW resi-
dents with information about
the severance pay package.
That resulted in 700 people
showing up for the next board
meeting.

SCWOOG's major tenets
were to have all meetings and
documentation used in
RCSCW business open to
community residents, save
those forbidden by federal or
state laws.

“Openness is a tough thing
to accomplish,” Mr. Finn said
as SCWOOG was just form-
ing. “People have a tendency
to make decisions behind
closed doors.”

The Web site,
WWW.scwoog.com, was estab-
lished and maintained origi-
nally by Mr. Finn.

SCWOOG went on to pro-
pose changes to the RCSCW
board bylaws. SCWOOG
advocated that the board
meet in accordance with Ari-

‘zona’s open meetings law,

documents be made available
for inspection by residents,
bylaw changes be made
through a vote by owner-
members, and the board’s
legal affairs committee review
all legal matters, along with
proposing provisions for
solving future severance pay
issues. .

Also proposed was a
change in when newly elected
board members take office.
SCWOOG wanted newly elect-
ed board members to take
their seats immediately after
election. Board members cur-
rently are elected in March
but do not take their seats
until July, to coincide with
the fiscal year. This change
was made by the board in
mid-2001.

In prior years, members
had been elected in December
and took their seats in Janu-

- ary. Due to the change, in the

heat of the severance-pay
controversy, three board
members had to be appoint-
ed to fill the seats of members

whose terms expired in Janu-
ary, until the individuals to be
elected in March could take
office in July.

SCWOOG members had to
collect at least 1,500 signa-
tures from residents to man-
date the board hold a meeting
where bylaw changes could
be discussed. Over 4,100 sig-
natures were collected and a
meeting was held. Two law
firms presented opinions
about the legality of the pro-
posed bylaws. The proposed
changes were put before vot-
ers, and although the majori-
ty of voters were in favor, the
measure did not pass by the
two-thirds majority required.

The three appointed board
members, Carolyn Jennings,
Patrick McBurnett and Stan
Warner, are still part of the
board and will remain in
office until June 2003. The
March 25 election will replace
these members with candi-
dates receiving the three high-
est numbers of votes, who
will serve full three-year
terms. Mr. Godderis’ seat will
be filled by the candidate
receiving the fourth-highest
number of votes (see related
story).

“This is a very sensitive

time and a time when factions
must work together. We have
a big job ahead of us and are
under an awful lot of pres-
sure,” commented RCSCW
Board Vice President Elaine
McCraith. “I was sorry to see
Gene go, as he had expertise
and knowledge that would
have been useful. We need for
the board and community to
work together now.”

Mr. Finn agreed with Mrs.
McCraith.

“The number one issue is
rebuilding confidence of the
community in the governing
board,” he said

This is the second time Mr.
Godderis has resigned from
the RCSCW board. A few
months ago, he cited hate e-
mails received by him and his
wife as a reason to resign, but
he rescinded that resignation.

Mr. Godderis wrote in his
Jan. 21 statement that some
of the e-mails he has received
included hateful and libelous
remarks. Hate e-mails have
compared him to Hitler, and
one even suggested he be “...
tarred and feathered and run
out of the community on a
rail.”
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The current RCSCW governing board members pose for a
group portrait. Back row, from left, are Patrick McBurnett, Stan
Warner, Recreation Centers General Manager George Grim-
stad and Tom Cook. Front row, from left, are Bob Beaupre, Car-
olynJennings, Bob Finn, Elaine McCraith and Robert Hubbs.

Finn: Community input
will rule at SCW board

By Diana Shaughnessy

Independent Newspapers

In an effort to assure com-
munity members that Recre-
ation Centers of Sun City West
Inc. Governing Board mem-
bers will listen to them, newly
elected President Bob Finn
involved residents attending
the Jan. 23 board meeting in
the decision regarding filling
the seat left empty when Gene
Godderis resigned.

“We want to make informa-
tion as readily available as we
can,” Mr. Finn said. “"Board
members are willing to visit
clubs and organizations to
explain what we are doing. We
are creating a governing board
Web site, which will be up and
running in a few weeks. It also
will have a link to the Recre-
ation Centers' Web site.”

Residents with Internet
access will be able to address
questions to Mr. Finn and the
other board members on the
site. Links directing residents
to committees will allow them
to ask specific questions as
well.

Mr. Finn launched the dis-
cussion of the open seat on the
governing board by reviewing
the bylaws.

“Section 4A. 13 says the seat
may be filled by a majority vote
of the remaining governing
board members,” he read.
"Now the word 'may’ leads me
to believe we can discuss this,
rather than just appointing
someone. Does the board want
to defer this selection until
after the March 25 election?”

Much discussion followed,
first among beard members
and then involving some of the
approximately 100 community
members present.

"I like the idea of rec mem-
bers having some input on
who fills the position,” com-
mented board member Tom
Cook.

Board member Stan Warn-
er questioned the normally
nine-member board’s ability to
do business one member shy.

"l don't believe we will be

able to make changes in our
bylaws without a full board,”
board member Robert Hubbs
said.

Audience members pointed
out that the bylaws state that
unanimous approval is needed
for bylaw changes.

“The 9-0 vote has worked
very well all these years,” audi-
ence member Larry Watts
commernted.

Board member Bob
Beaupre proposed appeinting
someone to take over Mr. God-
deris’ seat on the day after the
March board election. Three
three-year board seats will be
filled in that election. Mr.
Beaupre further suggested that
the candidate receiving the
fourth-highest number of votes
be elected to serve out Mr.
Godderis’ term beginning in
July, when the three top vote
getters assume their new roles.

“Since Mr. Godderis
resigned and his term of office
runs until June 5, 2005, we
could appoint that fourth per-
son to serve in the empty seat
until June 30, and then he
would officially take office on
July 1 with the other new can-
didates,” Mr. Beaupre
explained. “This way voters
could choose the new board
member, and we could have
him fill in until he takes office.”

Sun City West Owners for
Open Government President
Carl Elitz liked Mr. Beaupre's
idea.

“There has been a tremen-
dous amount of controversy
about the recent bdard
appointments,” Mr. Elitz said.
referring to board members
Patrick McBurnett, Carolyn
Jennings and Mr. Warner, "I
would strongly suggest holding
elections rather than simply
appointing someone.”

The board voted 6-1 to
delay appointing a new board
member until March 26, the
day after board elections, with
Mr. McBurnett dissenting, He
was in favor of putting some-
one in the open seat as soon as
possible.
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Latest RCSCW moves raise questions

Finn names self to Godderis’

Board opts to fill vacancy after March election

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

The RCSCW governing
board will do without one
board member for the next
two months.

The Recreation Centers of
Sun City West board
decided Thursday morning
against immediately replac-
ing Gene Godderis, who
resigned last week.

The rec centers will wait
until the March 25 election
and will then appoint the
fourth-highest vote-getter to

the board. That appointee’

will serve out the remainder
of Godderis' term.

Patrick McBurnett was
the lone dissenter in the 7-1
board vole.

Board President Bob Finn
said bylaw wording allows
the board to delay appoint-
ing an interim director.

“It is discretionary,” he
said. “We have a meeling
March 25. What | want to
hear from the board is,
should we proceed with (the
appointment) or wait for the
election.”

Director Tom Cook said
who takes the seat should
not be left up to board mem-
bers: I like the idea of

(residents) having input on
the director,” Cook said.
“That would be more fair

and open to suit our
purposes.”
Director Stan Warner

said he was not going o
take a stance either way,
but wondered what each
option could mean to the
board.

Director Bob Hubbs said
keeping the seat open would
prevent the board from act-
ing on bylaw changes. since
all nine board members
have to agree on any such
changes. However, other
measures for changing
bylaws call only for an
unanimous board vote.

Cook said that due to the
time it would take to imple-
ment bylaw changes, having
one less director for two
months would not hinder
the board.

“l would really be sur-
prised if we could change
the bylaws before the March
election,” he explained.

Sun City West Owners
for Open Government Secre-
tary Richard Ahlgren asked
the board to name a tempo-
rary appointee to serve until
the March 25 election.
Bylaws, though. call for

appointees to serve until
July 1.

Director Bob Beaupre
agreed with Cook, saying
the board could appoint the
candidate receiving the
fourth-highest vote total in
the March 25 election, who
would then fill out the
remaining term vacated by
Godderis.

The three top vote getlers
will each serve three-year
terms.

Former RCSCW board
President Larry Watts said
appointing board members
is not as good as having
directors elected by associa-
tion members.

SCWOOG President Carl
Elitz agreed: “We have had
tremendous controversy the
last one to 1% years about
appointees. Leave the thing
open until March and elect a
director, as Mr. Beaupre
suggested.”

Patrick McBurnett. an
interim director, disagreed.

“l am one of the people
(appointed).” he said. "I real-
ize some people would like
me to resign, but [ am nol
going to until June 30.7

Michael Maresh can be
reached at
mmaresh@aztrib.com.

876-2513 or

seat heading legal-affairs panel

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Three RCSCW directors
are questioning why
governing-board President
Bob Finn named himself
chairman of the legal-affairs
committee earlier this week.

Following the resignation
of Director Gene Godderis,
Finn reorganized the com-
mittee chairs, taking the
legal-affairs chair from Caro-
lyn Jennings to assign it to
himself.

Normally, the board presi-
dent does not chair a com-
mittee. Finn, a former
Nebraska Superior Courl
judge and lawyer, said he
decided to help help with
committees, and since he is
the only director with a legal
background, heading the
legal committee was the logi-
cal move.

Jennings said she never
agreed to the changes. She
was reassigned to head the
water committee.

‘1 dissented when you
called me about the chang-
es,” she said at Thursday’s
Recreation Centers of Sun
Cily West board meeting,

Director Bob Hubbs said
the president should not

chair any cominittee
because doing so could set a
dangerous precedent.

Director Patrick McBur-
nett told Finn il he wants to
serve as chairman of the
legal-affairs committee. he
needs to step down as board
president.

“You do not have to be a
lawyer,” he said in disputing
Finn's justification for nam-
ing himself to head the
legal-alfairs committee.

Jennings said the com-
mittee does not need a law-
yer as chairman since many
other lawyers are already
part of the panel's makeup.

Sun City West Owners for
Open Government officials
thought Finn's move the log-
ical choice. Vice President
Carl Fischer said it would
not set the dangerous prece-
dent Hubbs claimed.

| definitely feel it is wise
to have an attorney chair
the committee,” he said. "I
see no conflict, because the

resident only votes to
reak a tie.

‘I think he can be very
valuable to the affairs of the
rec centers. Just because he
is president does not mean
he cannot contribute to the
legal-alfairs committee.”
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RCSCW director resigns a 2nd time

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

For the second time in less
then seven months on the
RCSCW governing board, Direc-
tor Gene Godderis has resigned.

A person answering the
phone at Godderis’ home today
said Godderis was unavailable
for comment.

Godderis delivered his written
resignation Friday to the Recre-
ation Centers of Sun City West.

In an e-mail to RCSCW board
President Bob Finn, Godderis
wrote: “pursuant to section
4A.11 of the bylaws, you are
hereby notified that I resign
from the rec centers governing
board and all committees effec-
tive immediately. I do not wish
to discuss this with anybody but
my family.

“I decline your offer to place
me on the new bylaw committee.
I will be issuing a press release
explaining my action in the near

future.”

Godderis rescinded his first
resignation a few months ago,
citing “hate” e-mail he and his
wife received from members of
the community for that
resignation.

In governing board meetings,
he claimed the bulk of the “hate
mail” came from Sun City West
Owners for Open Government
members.

SCWOOG President Carl Elitz

said today he objects to the term
hate mail.

Elitz said he knows some
people are angry at some of the
actions of the governing board,
and said some e-mails probably
expressed that. He added e-
mails of this nature are not nec-
essarily “hate mail.”

Elitz said he wished Godderis
had not resigned.

‘I am sorry to see anyone give
up like that,” he said.

Board Vice President Elaine
McCraith said Godderis will be
missed. .

‘I am very sorry (to hear he
resigned),” she said. "Gene had
a lot of experience in legal
affairs. It is a sad thing.”

Godderis was elected secre-
tary of the hboard Dec. 30.

McCraith said Finn and gov-
erning board office manager
Sharon Schomer are looking
into how to proceed to elect
Godderis' successor.
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SCWOO0G backer takes
reins of SCW board

GOVERNING BOARD: Finn
voted in after Beaupre
steps down as president

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

In a surprising move Tuesday afternoon,
Bob Beaupre stepped down as RCSCW
governing-board president, and Bob Finn was

elected to replace him.

Finn, who has been pushing openness in
the Recreation Centers of Sun City West since

being elected to the board in March, was BOBFINN: Pledgesto  BOB BEAUPRE:
nominated to the position by Gene Godderis. WOrk to mend com- Hate e-mails prompt
Finn nominated Tom Cook for the position. munity rift. resignation

Finn received five votes to Tom Cook's
three. One director abstained in the secret
write-in ballot.

Beaupre will remain on the board as a
director. In a letter read to the board, he said
he had received about 80 hate e-mails since
being named president Dec. 30. He also said

in the letter the community could be better
served by Sun City West Owners for Open
Government supporters Finn and Cook.

Finn and Cook are members of SCWOOUG.

See RCSCW, AS

From A1

but are not officers or
directors.

In the last six months,
Finn has disagreed with
governing-board members on
various topics.

Finn said he talked to
Beaupre Monday about the
upcoming meeting, but didn't
have any indication he would
step down,

The RCSCW governing-
board president always
assigns directors committees
to chair, and Finn said the
only change he will make
next week is to select his
replacement as bowling-
committee chairman, a post
to which he was named ear-
lier this month.

71 will just start working
with the general manager to

heal the community and get
some trust back with the
board,” he said.

Finn said he will ask
appointed interim directors
Stan Warner, Patrick McBur-
nett and Carolyn Jennings to
resign their six-month terms
alter the March election
instead of July. 1, when
elected directors are sworn
in. The interim directors can
decline, he added.

SCWOOG officers
embraced the latest move by
the governing board.

“The only thing I can say
is, this will go a long way to
get the community together,”
said SCWOOG President Carl
Elitz. "l was surprised as
much as anyone else.”

SCWOOG Vice President
Carl Fischer also applauded

the move.

"l think it's great for the
community,” he said. "Bob
Finn will be a great asset to
the community with the addi-
tion of (General Manager)
George Grimstad.

He said the community
can now finally come
together.

“The days of wasting our
dues are over,” Fischer said.

Finn said he looks forward
to working with the rest of
the board to heal the commu-
nity and bring the bitter rift
to an end.

“l hope so. and | hope that
is what they had in mind.” he
said of his fellow directors
voting him in as president.

Michael Maresh can be
reached at 876-2513 or
mmaresh@aztrih.comn.




RCSCW
director
rescinds
resignation

‘NASTY’ E-MAILS:
Godderis upset
over accusations,
insults

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Recreation Centers of Sun
City West governing board
Director Gene Godderis has
decided not to resign just
days after quitting because of
“nasty” and “disturbing” e-
mails accusing him of things
he said he did not do.

Last Friday, Godderis sent
an e-mail to board President
Allen Young of his intention
to leave his post: “Life is too
short. Pursuant to 4A:1l
please accept my resignation
from the governing board
effective immediately. I am
also resigning from the legal
and water committees. [ wish
you and the rest of the board
the best of luck.”

Young said Godderis never
resigned formally because the
governing board never
received a signed affidavit
about his intention. Bylaws
state a signed form has to be
submitted to the RCSCW
president to make the resig-
nation binding.

“It's tough to explain,”
Godderis said. *l just- got
tired of the really insulting e-
mail accusing me of things I
have not done.”

Godderis said several of
the e-mails accused him of
hiring an independent attor-
ney to defeat the changing of
the bylaws.

“They were calling me
every name in the books, and
I decided 1 was going to
resign,” he said.

Most of the e-mails, he
said, were from the Sun City
West Owners for Open

R
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Government group, which
energized the movement to
require a vote in December
on proposed changes to the
centers bylaws.

“They are very angry,
and their anger is taken
out on me for things I did
not do,” he said.

SCWOOG President Carl
Elitz said the e-mails could
have come from its mem-
bers, but they were not
approved by its board.

“We as an organization

have no policy of sending
individual e-mails,” he said.
“l do not know what he is
talking about. They are not
approved. They are individ-
ual e-mails.”

Elitz said some of the
letters probably were from
SCWOOG members and
others were likely from
additional residents.

Young said while all
board members receive e-
mails criticizing them for
their actions, the letters
sent to Godderis crossed
the line.

“He was under great

duress due to some nasty
e-mails so that he finally
sent a message to (govern-
ing board office manager
Sharon_ Schomer) that he
was resigning.

“He received several e-
mails that were very dis-
turbing in nature,” Young
said.

The board president said
most of the e-mails sent to
Godderis dealt with the
many issues consuming the
governing board in recent
months.

“It basically is what it all
stems from,” he said.

“People from all walks of
life have been sending dis-
turbing e-mails. There is a
fever pitch here right now.”

Godderis said all board
members with the" excep-
tion of one asked him to
reconsider.

“I decided to give it one
more time,” he said. “The
only thing I can do is ignore
them and be more
sensible.”

Godderis, who took office
July 1, said the support he
has received gave him the

strength to carry on,
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SCW watchdog pregengide; to redo bylaws

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

The governing board of the Recre-
ation Centers of Sun City West was
given a list of 28 proposed changes
regarding its operations by a watchdog
group of citizens.

At a Sun City West Owners for Open
Government meeting Friday afternoon,
SCWOOG Vice President Carl Fischer
outlined changes the group is propos-
ing for the centers’ bylaws.

Fischer has been going through the
bylaws, word by word and paragraph
by paragraph for the last month, delet-
ing and adding changes that could be
voted on by members.

Bylaws can be changed either by a
unanimous vote of the governing board

owner-members in person or by proxy
at a special meeting called for the pur-
pose of changing the bylaws.

Amendments to bylaws by the resi-
dents also require a petition signed by
at least 5 percent of residents.

SCWOOG’s proposed changes
involve several bylaws.

One proposed amendment would
change board elections.

The proposal would eliminate the
board's ability to appoint three interim
members to serve six months.
SCWOOG hopes this would place the
board’s elections onto a fiscal cycle.

The RCSCW governing board. after
moving its election date from December
to March, appoints three interim board
members to serve from Jan. 1 to June
30, because elected board members

all board seats will be on the correct
cycle, three terms will expire Dec. 31.

SCWOOG's proposal would eliminate
the interim board members, allowing
the board to operate with only six
members until the elected members
come on board. The election of three
new directors would be moved to late
February, with the directors assuming
office March 1, not July 1.

SCWOOG also proposes that the six-
member board would select officers in
December to serve for two months.
When the full membership comes on
board March 1, it would elect a new
slate of officers.

Another SCWOOG proposal says
vacancies on the board for any reasons
would remain unfilled if there is less
than one year left on the director's
term. If there is more than one year left

on the term, residents would vote in an
election for a new governing board
member.

SCWOOG is also looking at reword-
ing the way general managers are
selected. RCSCW General Manager Jon
Cannon was hired after the governing
board decided not to interview any
other candidates.

Bylaws state the board will interview
three candidates — “when required.”
SCWOOG would close that loophole
and require three candidates be inter-
viewed, with no exceptions.

Fischer said the Arizona Attorney
General's opinion on Arizona Revised
Statue 33-1804, as it pertains to the
RCSCW governing board and planned

or by a two-thirds vote of the take office on July 1. Until 2005, when
follow. with employees a personnel
Finn said the bylaws are matter,” he said allowing the
communities, could be the contract of the commu- board to have closed
strengthened in the bylaws. nity and therefore can be meetings.

RCSCW  governing board
member Bob Finn, who
attended the meeting as a
resident rather than a board
member, explained (o the
SCWOOG board ARS. 33
1804 is the minimum stan-
dard the RCSCW board must

changed according to resi-
dents’ wants.

Finn said the past RCSCW
board has interpreted its
bylaws with some “wiggle
room.” N

“They are designating
everything that has to do

“For some reason, the
board thinks they can call an
executive session and have
it,” Finn said, adding the
proper way to have such a
meeting is lor the association
to lirst have an open meeling
and then vote to go into an

executive session.

Several of the other bylaws
SCWOOG is exploring deal
with opening the centers’
meetings and deleting provi-
sions that allow dues to be

increased if more than 15

percent of members at a

meeting vote to do so.
Michael Maresh can be

reached at 876-2513 or
mmaresh@aztrib.com.
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As a member of the Recreation Centers Board of Sun City West, Robert T. Finn has
stirred up debate about the openness of board procedures.

Governing

maverick

By Sean L. McCarthy
The Arizona Republic

Every governing body,
whether it's a city council,
school board or planning
commission, seems to have
one member who's not like
the others.

Call them mavericks. Call
them eccentrics.

On the nine-member Re-
creation Centers Board of
Sun City West, that person is
65-year-old Robert T. Finn,
who has stirred up debate
about the openness of board
procedures and found him-
self at the short end of sev-
eral 8-1 votes in less than a
month’s service on the board.

Finn is OK with the man-
tles of maverick and eccen-
tric.

Just don’t call him a trou-
blemaker.

“I didn’t run to be a trou-
blemaker,” Finn told the
community’s Property Own-
ers and Residents Associa-
tion earlier this month.

He said he simply wants to
help the retirement commu-
nity of Sun City West become
more involved and con-
nected with each other and
with their governing board.

“But little did I know that
nobody views the world the
same way I do,” Finn said. “I
don’t like being the Lone
Ranger, but I don't want to
compromise my values.”

Finn, who grew up in Ne-
braska, wanted to be a law-
man just like his father. In
1967, he joined the FBI. But
his two-year stint under J.
Edgar Hoover didn’t include
any X-Files, spying on hip-
pies or even cops-and-rob-
bers investigations. Nope.
“It was a lot of paperwork,”
he said.

Afterayear withthe Inter-

&

[ didn’t run to be
a troublemaker. ...
But little did I
know that nobody
views the world
the same way |
do.

Robert T. Finn

Member of Recreation Centers
Board of Sun City West

nal Revenue Service and
more paperwork, Finn re-
turned to practicing law in
Tecumseh and O’Neill, Neb.
He became a district judge in
1981 for the Cornhusker
State’s First Judicial Dis-
trict.

“In 18 years as a judge, [
saw good lawyers and I had
to sit back and watch some
lawyers skin their clients
alive, and there was nothing I
could do about it,” Finn said.

One thing he could do as a
judge was hand down sen-
tences. But the U.S. Supreme
Court ruling this June that
struck down Arizona’s proce-
dures allowing judges to sen-
tence murderers to death
row also affected two cases
Finn presided over back in
Nebraska. One of those death
penalty cases included the
1993 killing of 21-year-old
Teena Brandon, which was
later captured on film by the
Oscar-winning Boys Don't
Cry.

Finn gives the movie a
thumbs-up.

“It wasn't fun to watch,” he
said. “It was pretty accurate,
though.”

Finn and his wife, Kay,

Robert T. Finn

Is trying to help
Sun City West
be more involved
and connected

bought a home in Sun City
West in 1997 to enjoy the sun-
shine and be closer to their
son, Tom, who is a Phoenix at-
torney. The Finns’ other son,
Jim, is a Baltimore lawyer.

Robert and Kay Finn
moved here full time in 1999
after Robert retired his judi-
cial robes.

He enjoys golf and tennis.
He'd also enjoy flying
planes, but type-2 diabetes
has kept him from maintain-
ing his private pilot’s license.

It has not kept him from
logging onto his computer,
where he maintains four Web

sites (www.scwest.com,
Wwww.scwhomes.com,
www.rtfinnlaw.com and

WWW.sun-city-west-az.com).
The latter Web site has been
up since 1997, but is not to be
confused with Sun City
West's official Web page.
That’s because Sun City West
doesn't have one.

“This community needs a
good Web site,” Finn said.

Reach the reporter at
sean.mccarthy@arizona
republic.com or (602) 444-6938.

Bio
NAME: Robert T. Finn.
AGE: 65.
RESIDENCE: Sun City West.
OCCUPATION: Retired in
1999 as district judge, First
Judicial District of Nebraska.
Elected member of the
Recreation Centers Board of
Sun City West, 2002-2005.
EDUCATION: Bachelor's of
science degree, University of
Nebraska; law degree from
Washburn University Law
School.

PERSONAL: Wife, Kay; sons
Tom and Jim.
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Rec board members under fire

Recall efforts possible in Sun Cities

By Sean 1. McCarthy
The Arizona Republic

It’s not easy these days to
serve on a Recreation Centers
board of directors.

Unpaid and under siege, the
nine-member boards in Sun
‘City and Sun City West face
separate yet equally critical
recall efforts.

In Sun City, resident Anne

Stewart already is circulating
petitions to recall all nine Sun
City board members: Jerry
Swintek, Dorothy Hirtzel, Bud
Hantke, Bev Davis, Art Little,
Norm Dickson, Jim Frederick,
Gene Zylstra and Tom Whis-
ton.

Stewart has been at odds
with the board for years.

But her petitions focus on a
June 27 decision by the board

(an 8-0 vote with one absten-
tion) to change its policy on
construction of communica-
tion towers. Previously, new
towers had been prohibited
from Sun City. Now they can be
built with the board's approval.
A cell tower is proposed for
Willowcreek Golf Course.

For Stewart's recall to move
forward, she and her support-
ers will need to gather signa-

tures from at least 10 percent
of Sun City’s corporate mem-
bers.

In Sun City West, the recall
talk remained mostly whispers
last week, although several
residents  publicly stated
they'd be willing to sign or
gather signatures.

Their beef is with a $93,405
severance package given to re-
tired general manager R.G.
Andersen-Wyckoff, as well as
the method in which Sun City
West's board handled the pay
out to Andersen-Wyckoff and

the promotion of Jon Cannon to
replace him.

Several hundred Sun City
West residents packed the
board’s regular June 27 meet-
ing and subsequent special
meeting July 9. They begged
board members to divulge fi-
nancial information about sala-
ries and severance for Ander-
sen-Wyckoff, Cannon and
other top managers.

The board released the in-
formation July 12.

- Andersen-Wyckoff had been

- paid $134,319 annually, includ-

~ing $15,619 in retirement bene-

“fits and $4,200 for vehicle al-

~lowances. Cannon, his succes-
sor, is being paid $108,325 in to-
tal compensation.

Sun City West’s board mem-
bers claim they have been act-
ing in the best interests of the
retirement community.

“This was all done in good
faith,” board member Elaine
McCraith-Anderson said.
“We're not trying to cheat or
gouge anyone.”

McCraith-Anderson said
only a handful of residents
cared to show up for board
meetings before this past
month.

“These were not closed
meetings,” she said.” “People
were just not paying atten-
tion.” :

That isn’t the case anymore.

“The good news is, you're
showing interest,” board mem-
ber Tom Fagan told residents

last week. “I hope this leads to
more participation in the open
meetings.”

If that should include a re-
call effort, Sun City West resi-
dents would be limited in
whom they could target.

Sun City West's community
bylaws hold that any directors
in their final year of service
are ineligible for recall, mean-
ing Fagan, John Orr and Board
President Allen Young. Three
new directors began service
July 1, after the severance
package was approved, and
seemingly safe from recall -
Bob Beaupre, Robert Finn and
Gene Godderis. That would
leave only Tom Cook, Robert
Hubbs and McCraith-Ander-
son eligible for recall.

Such an effort would require
an initial 10-day petition of 200
signatures and a statement of
200 words or less specifying
the reasons for recall.

Reach the reporter at
sean.mccarthy@arizonarepublic.com
or (602) 444-6938.
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SC West Rec Board
publicly ratifies GM

severance package
Organization threatens lawsuit

By Jeremy Peariman
Independent Newspapers

Several months after a contro-
versial severance package was
initially approved during a
closed-door. executive session,
the Recreation Centers of Sun
City West Governing Board
affirmed the deal in a special
open meeting July 9 held at the
R.H. Johnson Social Hall.

The approved severance pack-
age has already been paid in full
to R.G. Andersen-Wyckoft, the
association’s former general
manager, who retired June 30.

The package was initially
passed April 2 during an execu-
tive session by a previous incar-
nation of the board. One-third of

the board changed as of July 1.

It was not until a June 27
board meeting that residents
were publicly informed . about
the agreement,

In exchange for eight months
salary, auto allowance, retire-
ment pay and medical coverage,
Mr. Andersen-Wyckoft is obli-
gated to serve as a consultant for
that length of time, as needed,
and he surrenders any claims he
might have against the associa-
tion.

Had the severance agreement
not been made, Board Vice
President Thomas  Fagan

believes Mr. Andersen-Wyckoff"

would have been in a good posi-

()
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Board Member Bob Finn speaks during a July 9 special meeting ot
the Recreation Centers of Sun City West Governing Board. Mr. Finn
requested the meeting in an attempt to overturn a severance pack-
age given to the Rec Centers former general manager.




tion to sue the board.

“l am convinced that (Mr.
Andersen-Wyckoff's) working
conditions had become intolera-
ble, and inevitably Mr.
Andersen-Wyckoff would have
prevailed against the association
in a constructive discharge law-
suit under the provisions of
Arizona Revised Statute 23-
1502, Mr. Fagan said.

“For those of you not familiar
with this statute, it was crafted
to protect employees trom hav-
ing to work under perceived
intolerable working conditions.”

Mr. Fagan argued that Mr.
Andersen-Wyckoft would have
prevailed in a lawsuit because of
the perception that one of his
employers made the work envi-
ronment a hostile place. Mr.
Fagan pointed to Bob Finn,
newly elected board member, as
the cause of the intolerable work
place.

Mr. Finn took exception to
those statements.

“Mr. Fagan | was not Mr
Wyckoft’s employer, don’t you
get 1t?" Mr. Finn asked.

The exact amount given to
Mr. Andersen-Wyckoff was not
released to the public nor to the
three new board members, Mr.
Finn, Gene Godderis and Bob
Beaupre at the time of the meet-
ing.

These precise figures had not
been released because the pack-
age was made as a confidential
agreement, according to Mr.
Fagan.

The refusal to release the
information was met with out-
rage from Mr. Finn, who along
with  Director Tom Cook,
requested the special meeting.

“1 have repeatedly asked to
see all the records concerned
with the severance package and
been told that they are not for
my viewing. So even |, a board
member, do not know how
much (Mr. Andersen-Wyckoff)
was given or when (the sever-
ance package) was given,” Mr.
Finn said.

Mr. Finn estimates the cost of
this package to be between
$80.000 to $100,000, but wasn’t
exactly sure of the amount dur-
ing the meeting.

On July 12, the board released
Mr. Andersen-Wyckoff’s sever-

ance  package, with Mr
Andersen-Wyckotf’s  written
authorization.

In rtotal, Mr.  Andersen-

Wyckotf severance package was
$93.405.14. Of that amount,

THOMAS FAG

Board President Allen Young, right, responds to audience questions
during a special meeting of the Recreation Centers of Sun City West
Governing Board. Listening to his response is General Manager Jon

Cannon.

$77,000 was base pay, $2,800
for a vehicle allowance,
$10,513.30 was a direct pay-
ment in liev of 401k plan due to
ineligibility and $3,091.84 for
medical insurance.

Mr. Andersen-Wyckoff's
most recent annual compensa-
tion package totaled
$134,319.76. Of that amount,
$114,500 was his base pay,
$4,200 was a vehicle allowance
and $15,619.76 was a direct
payment in lieu of a 401k plan
due to ineligibility. Health insur-
ance and vacation was not fac-
tored into the compensation
package total. '

While the board’s legal coun-
sel found the agreement to be a
valid one in a July 8 legal opin-
ion, the board affirmed its earli-
er vote in public view to head
off possible legal questions
about the legitimacy of the deal.

“Although the validity of any
legal agreement may be disput-
ed, the severance agreement was
approved by the governing
board and is supported by con-
sideration given by both parties
to the agreement,” said- Allen
Young, board president, reading
a legal opinion written by Board
Attorney James R. Hienton.

“We believe the severance
agreement is valid and binding
upon, and in the best interests of
the association.”

A lawsuit may soon try 1o
hold individual board members
liable for their actions in this
matter.

A letter was sent July 3 by the
law firm Gallagher & Kennedy"

to all nine current board mem-
bers and the three board mem-
bers who have recently left
office, threatening possible
legal action if the severance
package was not reversed and
pertinent documentation was
not made public within 10 busi-
ness days.

Gallagher & Kennedy was re-
tained by the Sun City West Own-
ers for Open Government, an
organization seeking a more
open Rec Centers government,

“Because Mr.  Andersen-
Wyckoff voluntarily resigned,
the severance package was in
direct violation of the bylaws
and policies of Sun City West
Recreation Centers, Inc.,” Mr.
Finn said, reading the letter
from lJeffrey D. Gross of
Gallagher & Kennedy.

Mr. Finn is an active partici-
pant in SCWOOG and creates
its Web site, www.scwoog.com.

Mr. Godderis argued that the
board would have to sue Mr.
Andersen-Wyckoff to regain the
funds given to him as part of the
severance agreement and thus,
would be held liable for breach-
ing a contract the board’s own
attorney found vald.

To void other potential liabil-
ity, he proposed reaffirming the
agreement.

“Due to the fact that we are
all being sued by Mr. Finn’s
organization — the theory appar-
ently being that (the severance
agreement) was made in a secret
unopened meeting — in view of
that, I move to affirm the sever-
ance contract dated April 2

N

Photo by Jeremy Peariman/Independent Newspapers

between the association and
R.G. Andersen-Wyckoff.” said
Mr. Godderis.

The vote to aftirm the pack-
age was 6-1, with Mr. Finn
being the lone dissenting vote
Mr. Beaupre was not in atten-
dance at the meeting and Mr.
Young did not vote.

Prior to the decision, the
board turned down a motion by
Mr. Finn, which would have
attempted to regain the payment
by whatever means necessary.

Only Mr. Finn voted to
approve the motion, while Mr.
Cook abstained from voting.

The overwhelming verbal
response by the near standing-
room-only audience was out-
rage at the severance package
and displeasure with the board
for its decisions.

“I suggest the board members
that voted for this, resign or be
recalled,” said Bill Dinn. "I
should be noted the dollar mag-
nitude provided to (Mr
Andersen-Wyckoff) will  be
reflected on every member of
this community.”™
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Activist group
moves to stymie
severance package

ANDERSEN -WYCKOFF: Group's lawyer
says former GM’s payout violates laws

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

The Recreation Centers of
Sun City West governing
board, already embroiled in
numerous - disputes,  now
faces a legal challenge. -

+Sun City West: Owners: for
Open Government has con-
tacted a lawyer. to look into
former General Manager R.G.
‘Andersen-Wyckoff's severance
‘package, as well as. alle%a-
tions about ipossible. . yio
tions' of | openémeeti.ngs'rand
freedom-of-information laws,

Jeffrey. Gross of the’ law
firm Gallagher and Kennedy
sent a letter to the nine cur-
rent and three former board
members whose terms
expired ‘July '1. Gross wrote
that ‘his' firm ‘has been
retained to begin proceedings
to set aside the severance
package of the former general

manager because-it allegedly,

was approved in closed ses-
sion, which violates Arizona
Revised Statute 33-1804, the
Arizona Open Meetings Law
for planned communities. In

addition, .Gross said, the .

board had no authority to act
beyond its bylaws and policy
statements.

el

Board Pre31dent Allen
Young declined to. respond to
the allegations: “I cannot
comment on that. That is a
legal matter.”

According to RCSCW

bylaws, severance pay may .

not be given to employees
who leave for disabilities,
retirement or voluntary rea-

sons. Andersen- Wyckoff-

resigned on his own.

.. Gross also questioned why
SCWOOG has been denied
access to association records.
The lawyer said his firm has
been asked to begin legal pro-
ceedings to obtain the neces-
sary court order requiring
board meetings be open to
members and that owner-
members be allowed to
inspect association records
as required by the RCSCW's
bylaws and state laws.

Gross wrote to the board
that SCWOOG does not wish
to take the RCSCW to court if
it does not have to, .and
therefore would drop the
action if the board agrees to
provide copies of the relevant
severance-package docu-
ments and agrees to set aside
Andersen-Wyckoff's

retirement package within 10
business days.
“If these matters are not

. resolved within that time, our

client is prepared to enforce
its rights in-court and seek

-recovery of its attorney's fees

incurred. in doing so,” he
wrote. “Should the associa-
tion suffer damages as a
result of the board's breach of
their fiduciary responsibilities
to preserve the assets of the
association and - maintain
accountability  to. its' .mem-
bers, you ' are hereby on
notice that our client will
seek to hold the board mem-
bers who: participated in the
above activity mdlvidually lia-
ble for those damages.”

Resident Carl Fischer, a
member of SCWOOG, said a
court proceeding would be
the last option.,

“They have been abusing
their confidentiality,” he said.
“We will relax once everything
done by the board is known.
We need to know how every
penny is spent.”

For information about Sun
City West Owners for Open
Government, visit the group’s
/Web site at www.scwoog.com.
 Michael Maresh can be
reached at 876-2513 or
mmaresh@aztrib.com.
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Incoming director
files complaint
against attorney

RCSCW: Conflict cited
in GM investigation

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

An incoming Recreation Centers of Sun
City West governing-board member has filed a
complaint against the centers’ attorney, alleg-
ing unethical practices.

Bob Finn, a former state district judge from
Nebraska, filed a formal letter of complaint
with the Arizona Bar Association against Rec-
reation Centers of Sun City West attorney
James Hienton of Ridenour, Hienton, Harper
& Kelhoffer of Phoenix.

Finn said he believes Hienton should not
play a role in the investigation of future Gen-
eral Manager Jon Cannon because it would be
a conflict of interest.

Calls to Hienton were not returned.

In his complaint, Finn lists possible viola-
tions of the client-lawyer relationship outlined
in the Arizona Rules of Professional Conduct.
The complaint lists three conflict-of-interest
areas Finn is questioning based on those
rules: current rule, prohibited transactions
and duties to former client.

The three rules relate to Hienton already
being the centers’ legal counsel before the
investigation began.

Finn's complaints involve the centers’
future general manager, Jon Cannon. who
takes office July 1, and the auditing company
the RCSCW board hired to look into allega-
tions of financial impropriety involving Can-
" non in his current role as business service
manager. Cannon was appointed to assume
the general manager post in April.

Governing board President Allen Young
said he had been informed of Finn's plans to
file the complaint. ,

‘I have heard he was going to do it,” Young
said. I know our, attorneys knew of the plan
to do that.

“We leave legal matters like that in the

ands of our attorney. I have no opinion of
how it will turn out.”

Young said the governing board has no
plans to turn over the investigation to another
auditing firm.

“There is absolutely no change in the inves-
tigation at this point,” Young said.

In his letter to the Arizona Bar Association, |

Finn wrote he believes Hienton, who provides
legal advice to the RCSCW governing board
and management, including Cannon, should
not be part of the investigative process
because of a possible conflict of interest.

Centers officials in a statement said the law
firm of Ridenour, Hienton, Harper & Kelhoffer
has been directed to report back to the board
president by June 27 on the status of the
review of each allegation. After reviewing the
information from Hienton, the governing
board will determine whether to conduct a
fraud investigation against its future general
manager.

Finn, though, said he believes Hienton
shouldn't be involved in the investigation in
the first place.

“In my opinion, neither Mr. Hienton, his
firm or the accounting firm for the association
has any business participating in this investi-
gation,” Finn wrote in his complaint to the
Arizona Bar Association. “Mr. Hienton has an
obvious conflict of interest and should recuse
himself from being part of this investigation.”

Finn, who also takes office July 1, said he
will abide by whatever the Arizona Bar Associ-
ation decides.

Michael Maresh can be reached at 876-2513
or mmaresh@aztrib.com.
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Sun City West voters
give nods to Finn,
Godderis, Beaupre

15% TURNOUT:
Recreation
centers governing
board race draws
4,503

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

In one of the highest elec-
tion turnouts in recent years
for Recreation Centers of Sun
City West Governing Board
seats, a former state district
judge, educator and attorney
won positions on the board
for the next three years.

The turnout of 15 percent
almost doubles that of last
year’s turnout of 8.8 percent.
RCSCW officials were hoping
for a larger turnout this year
in response to the election
day’s move from December to
March.

Of the 4,503 votes out of a
membership of about 30,000
that were cast, Bob Finn, a
former state district judge,
led the way with 2,389 votes,
followed by Gene Godderis, a
former attorney, with 2,352

tallies, and

former educa-
tor Bob Beau-
pre with 1,785
votes.

Finn; Godd-
eris and Beau-
pre will take :
office July 1. Finn

- The other four candidates
were H. Ray Caldwell with
1,585 votes, Ken Pavlik with
1,502, Kevin Foley with 1,341
and Oscar "Bud” Taylor with
1,214 votes.

Finn said he was flattered
the residents of Sun City
West made him the top
vote-getter.

“l am very appreciative of
the people who helped me,”
Finn said. “I am looking for-

ward to the next three years.” .

Finn said he was not sure
of how well he would fare in
the governing- board election
because of the quality of can-
didates who were running.

.“In an election, you never
really know,” he said. “I was
happy with the total number
of people who voted. That was
a good sign.”

Godderis said he was

Godderis

Beaupre

“humbly grateful” the resi-
dents of Sun City West
selected him to serve them
for the next three years.

“l am looking forward to
working with other board
members to help Sun City

West become one of the best |

retirement communities in
the United States,” Godderis
said. “I feel we have a real
treasure here, a unique
develapment.”

Godderis said the main
focus he and his soon-to-be
fellow board members will
have to work at is keeping
Sun City West a No. 1 com-
munity. Water issues, he
said, have to be addressed as
well,

Like Finn, Godderis was
impressed at the number of

See 15% turns, AS

Lot it

From A1

residents who went oul to the
poll on Tuesday
| was somewhat surprised
by the number of voters,” he
said. “People have o get
interested in things like this.
There is a lot at stake.”
Beaupre, who served on
the governing board from
1996 to 1998, said it is a lit-
tle too early to know how he
will serve the community.
“The good. hard work paid
off,” he said. "We will begin
now. I am looking lorward to
getling back to work.”
Beaupre said it is up lo

the governing board president
lo decide on what commillees
he will serve. A new RCSCW
president will be chosen once
new board members are
sealed.

“l enjoyed it, and | am
looking forward to doing it for
another three years,” he said.

Taylor and Foley, who ran
as a team, were surprised by
the results, particularly since
the two Computer Club mem-
bers sent out more than
5.000 _e-mails asking other
members to come out to sup-
port them.

"I am glad to see Finn gel
in,” Taylor said. "He was my
lirst choice. The other two, |

wish them luck.”

Taylor said Beaupre's past
experience probably influ-
enced voters’ choices.

“l was surprised we really
didn’'t make it,” he said. “We
covered 18,000 homes. Just
with name recognition, |
would have thought we would
have done better.”

Taylor said he and Foley
will monitor the board to
keep abreast of what is going
on in the community.

Foley, even though he fin-
ished sixth out of the seven
candidates, said he was
pleased with the results.

“| think they can become

outstanding, good governing-
board members,” Foley said.
“l will be happy to provide
whatever comments | can
offer that will be helpful o
the board.”

This year's turnout sur-
passes that of 2001. when
2,600 or 8.8 percent voted.
and of 2000, when the 3.500
votes represented an 11.7
percent turnout.

The increase. said RCSCW
President Allen Young, is
likely the result of the elec-
tion being pushed back 1o
March.

Michael Maresh can be
reached at 876-2513 or
mmaresh&aztrib.com.
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| \ ,"/Sun City West Rec Centers Governing Board
\ ote totals
Bob Finn Ken Pavlik 1502
Gene Godderis {2,352 ) Kevin Foley 1.341
Bob Beaupre Oscar "Bud" Taylor (1,214}
H. Ray Caldwell (1,585 )

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Yvonne Reed of the Maricopa County Elections Department gives the results of the Sun City
West Recreation Centers governing board election Tuesday to Allen Young, left, board presi-
dent, and Tom Young, election chairman.



Governing the Association explained

With Governing Board elections coming up March 26, we felt this was a
good time to explain how we are governed. (Please note that the Rec Centers is
also referred to as the Association.)

All home owners in Sun City West, some 30,000 of us, MUST be owner-
members of the Recreation Centers of Sun City West, and may participate in
elections. Tenants and associate members do not have that privilege though
they may use our physical facilities for a fee.

The Governing Board

The Recreation Centers of Sun City West, Inc., is overseen by a vol-
unteer, elected, unpaid, nine-member Governing Board of Directors.
Directors serve three-year overlapping terms, with three generally to
be elected each March. They set overall policy for the association, hire
the General Manager, and approve his compensation.

The Board has an office manager who is the only Centers
employee not reporting to the General Manager.

Governing Board
From the G. M.
Entertainment
Bowling

Survey Graphs
Travel

Events & Movies
Library & Clubs
Chartered Clubs
Golf

Gov explanation contd

Survey results contd

The Board elects officers from among its members -- president, vice president, secretary‘and .
treasurer -- all must be different individuals -- who have the responsibilities ordinarily associated with

those offices in any corporation.

Board hires manager.

The board selects the General Manager; all other employees except the Board’s office manager are

| Explanation continued from page one

under the direction and control of the general manager, who sets
their duties, responsibilities, and salaries within an established
schedule. The General Manager is the Association’s chief operat-
Ing officer, responsible for the upkeep, maintenance and opera-
tion of all facilities and amenities. He uses division and
department heads to help him oversee that daily effort and direct
the work of about 400 employees, many of them residents.

The Association is similar to a small city run under the council-
manager form of government. Governing Board members are not,
and should not be, involved with the day-to-day operations but as

elected officials, they do set policy.

Annual budget and dues.

The annual budget process is one of the Governing Board'’s

major tasks. With help from the Budget and Finance Committee,
the Board starts as early as January or February with proposals

of what managers think will be needed to properly maintain
Association facilities and provide the services members want. Our

current budget is about $14 million.

The budget must be publicly presented to the membership
-early in May, and be approved at the late May Governing Board
meeting. Changes in dues or fees generally take effect July 1,
which is the start of the Association’s fiscal year. Under the By-
laws, annual dues may not be increased by more than 15 percent

in any one year.

Golf and bowling are run from separate accounting divisions
within the Association, and the bylaws require that those activities

(Connnued on page 15)
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Explanation continued from page three

pay their own way. Thus, golfers and bowl-
ers pay the annual Rec fee, plus additional
use-based fees for their facilities.

The Association is not expected to
operate at a deficit.

Major repairs, renovations and up-
grades are made from reserve funds, held
in cash or short-term investments for use
as needed. The Board determines the size
of those reserve funds, and sets up a
mechanism to keep them within pre-set
limits. The General Manager has limited
authority to spend unbudgeted money in
an emergency, such as after a pump fail-
ure, storm, fire or any other calamity.

Committees help

Governing Board committees help it in
its work. Under the Bylaws, those commit-
tees “recommend policy changes, analyze
problems and review operations as re-
quired to support the Board’s oversight
responsibilities.”

The knowledge of committee members
also is available to the General Manager
whom they support “by providing analysis
and recommendations based on their
expertise.”

Current committees are Budget and
Finance; Golf; Bowling; Library; Chartered
Clubs; Water; Human Resources; Legal
Affairs, and Properties.

The Governing Board president
appoints board members to chair commit-
tees. Individual committee members then
are chosen by the committee chairper-
sons. Members usually are named for
their expertise or knowledge in a particu-
lar area. Committee members serve at the
pleasure of the chairperson for a one-year
term, but may be reappointed. Commit-
tees do legwork on policy issues, and
prepare reports and recommendations to
the Governing Board and management,
but they have no decision-making power.
Their recommendations are advisory, and
their suggestions for policy or operational
changes need not be accepted.

Bylaws important.
The Association’s Bylaws require that

certain actions or operational changes
made by the general manager be dis-
cussed with, or approved by, the Board
before taking effect. They also outline how
the Board operates, in accordance with the
articles of incorporation.

Bylaws spell out the election process; the
budget process; recalls, board vacancies
and other important organizational items.
Copies are available in the library. Along
with the articles of incorporation issued by
the state, they are our “constitution.”

Amending the bylaws requires the
unanimous vote of all nine Governing
Board members. That slows the process of
change, but allows considerable time for
reflection and debate.

Open meetings, records.

All Association owner-members have
the right to vote for Governing Board
members, attend board meetings and ex-
amine most association records. Arizona
law makes “mandatory membership or-
ganizations’ such as ours operate much
like municipal governments as far as open
meetings, posted agendas and access to
records. Legal and personnel matters may
remain confidential.

Although the public and the press cus-
tomarily are allowed at monthly Board
meetings, there is no legal obligation to
open the sessions other than to members.

Many Association documents and regu-
lar financial reports are filed in the R.H.
Johnson Library for member examination.
Documents there include the Articles of
Incorporation, the Bylaws, Governing
Board meeting minutes, board policies,
the Chartered Club Rules, Regulations and
Procedures manual, and the Facilities
Agreement. There is also a file of back
copies of the Rec Center News.

Financial details include pending and
approved annual budgets and audited
year-end financial reports, as well as
month-to-month spending vs. budget.

Running for the board.
Any owner-member in good standing -
no unpaid dues — may run for the Govern-
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Governing board picks interim officers

SUN CITY WEST:
Recreation
Centers aligns
directors’ terms
with fiscal year

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

New officers were chosen
and interim members
appointed to the Recreation
Centers of Sun City West
governing board Thursday
morning.

Earlier in the year,
RCSCW changed its election
dates to coincide with the

community’s fiscal year —
starting July 1, 2002. The
change left six-month
vacancies in the seats of
board members elected to
serve until Dec. 31.

To fix the problem, the
board appointed past presi-
dents Dick Catlin and Larry
Watts and exiting president
Dee Hjermstad to serve
until the new fiscal year
starts.

The board also elected
new officers, who will
assume their roles Jan. 1.

Allen Young will fill the
president’'s slot. John Orr
was elected vice president,
Tom Fagan named secretary

and Bob Hubbs treasurer. .

The meeting was the final
one of the current terms for
Hjermstad and directors
Bob Jones and Dudley Gib-
son, so the three did not
take part in the vote to
name the four new officers
and three interim directors.

RCSCW members will
vote for three candidates to
replace the interim members
March 26. Those elected will
take office July 1. The
selections were made in
executive session.

In its regular meeting
before the executive session,
the board approved a policy
designed to encourage

participation in local elec-
tions with little interference
to members using associa-
tion property.

The policy states:

® No signs or posters will
be allowed on RCSCW prop-
erty except on election days.

® Campaign literature
must be handed out and not '
left unattended.

® Candidates and cam-
paign workers cannot
restrict entrances and exits
to RCSCW property.

® Material distributed
cannot be scandalous, mali-
cious, defamatory or
libelous. ‘

® All materials to be

distributed must be filed
with the RCSCW office prior
to distribution.

® All people shall comply
with federal election law and
Arizona_Election Day stat-
utes, when applicable. :

The governing board also
approved policies detailing
where signs could be placed
in the community and
amended a bylaw that dic-
tates who can be a director.
It also amended the oath of
office new directors will have
to take before being allowed
to serve.

Michael Maresh can be
reached at 876-2513 or
mmaresh@aztrib.com.
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RCSCW board sets goals

THURSDAY RETREAT:
Bylaws and recreational
amenities targeted

BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Recreation Centers board members
in Sun City West have set five goals for
2001, said incoming board president
Dee Hjermstad. '

At a retreat and orientation session
Thursday, members of the governing
board at the Recreation Centers of Sun
City West also learned how the board
functions; the role of members and of
the general manager and staff, and
other things connected to the board
organization.

_Hjermstad con-
ducted the four-hour
session. which also
included a lengthy
discussion of the
board’s goals for the
year.

Hjermstad said
. the board settled on
i these major efforts:

@® Review, clarify,
simplify, codify and
revise, if necessary, the existing bylaws;

@ Continue toward completion of the
physical-facilities’ “get well"” program
and begin a “stay well” program for
buildings and equipment;

® Review, and improve where possi-
ble. golf course maintenance and oper-
ations, and balance income and

Hjermstad

expense in the golf division;

® Continue to work toward use of
Central Arizona Project water in associ-
ation golf courses;

@® Thoroughly review availability and
use of space to determine the need for
revised space allocations or expansion.

Hjermstad said that regular reports
of the board's progress toward the goals
will be provided to members.

“There may be more (goals) added,
perhaps some subtracted,” she said
after the session. “But those are the
primary ideas we set out at the
meeting.”

Also under consideration is a five-
year long-range plan, much of which
might incorporate details from the five
goals, the president said.
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RCSCW presideﬁt o
preparing for debut

By Dee Hiermstad
President, Sun City West Recreation Cenlers governing board

It is an honor and a privilege to serve as president of the Sun City
West Recreation Centers governing board. We have nine members on
the board, all working together to maintain and enhance the quality of
life we have come to expect and enjoy here
in Sun City West.

The Rec Cenlers, a colloquial term, is the
heartbeat of this unique and special
community.

People come here from all over the United
States and Canada to live a full and active
life. For those unfamiliar with Sun City
West, we provide a wide variety of homes,
from single family houses of many different
sizes {o apartments and condos, many sur-
rounded by beautiful golf courses.

Homeowners are all members of the Rec-
reation Centers and have access (o a vast
array of facilities such as the seven golf
courses, 30-lane bowling center, 27 tennis Hjermstad
courts, six swimming pools, four fitness
centers and on and on. There are more than 100 chartered clubs with
activities that range from silvercraft to sewing to woodworking and
metal shops to the performing arts, music and theater and dancing, to
a computer club with more than 3,000 members.

The governing board sets policy for managing these recreation
centers and their facilities. The general manager. R.G. Andersen-
Wyckoff, works directly for the board and directs the activities of
approximately 450 employees. The care and maintenance of $150 mil-
lion worth of facilities and grounds are major undertakings, ones that
are very expensive and time-consuming, The board sels and manages
a $14 million annual budget to do all of the above. There are numer-
ous volunteer committees of the board that oversee many of the activi-
ties such as golf, bowling, properties, etc. :

It would be presumptuous of me to set goals for this new board
before we have even met. Our term of office begins today, Jan. 1.
2001.

Later this month, we will be meeting to identify our goals and objec-
{ives, to outline where we would like to go and what we want to see
accomplished in the year 2001.

I do know that, personally, I hope the board members will pull
together as a team to provide enhanced services, balancing revenues
with expenses; will communicate effectively with the residents of our
community; will continue our “get well program” of continued facilities
repair and maintenance; and will meet the needs of our residents as |
presented. '

It promises to be a busy and fruitful year of progress. full of oppor-
tunities and challenges. 1 look forward to working with the board and
our Sun City West community.

HA

(Texeusd) SHAINZD NOILVEHDEH
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SCW Rec Centers
adopts $14.5 million

budget for 2000-01

Golf, bowling and rec fees to be hiked

By MIKE RUSSO
Independent Newspapers

A $14.5 million budget for fiscal
year 2000-2001 was approved May
25 by the Recreation Centers of Sun
City West Governing Board but not
without considerable, and some-
times contentious, discussion. The
vole was 6-1 in favor of passage
with Director Dudley Gibson voting
in opposition.

The budget, which is up about
$1.5 million from the current year.
will impose higher membership,
golf and bowling fees on members.

Membership fees will rise $15
annually, going from $133 per per-
son to $148. Bowling will increase
five cents per line and golf fees will
rise in most categories.

Fees had to be raised to generate
the funds needed to perform mainte-
nance that has been neglected for
too long, according to General
Manager R.G. Andersen-Wyckoff.

“I can only hope that our mem-
bers will understand why we had to
propose increases in virtually all
fees and charges.” he said. “That
didn’t mean they like it. just that
they understood it.

“The real underlying focus of the
proposed financial plan is to get
well and stay well, with only mini-
mal fee increases in the future,” Mr.
Andersen-Wyckolf said.

The budgets by division are:
recreation, $5.479.374: bowling.
$598.653; golf, $8.496.702.

Each division must be self-sus-
taining and funds cannot be com-
mingled, according to  Mr.

Andersen-Wyckoff.

“Over 58 percent of the financial
plan is dedicated to personnel
costs,” the general manager noted.

An average 3 percent wage
increase is being budgeted. accord-
ing to Mr. Andersen-Wyckoff.

Mr.  Gibson
took exception
to so much of

the budget going
for payroll and
benelits.

Although a 3
percent  wage
increase is being
budgeted,  the
overall  payroll
will rise a total
of 9.1 percent,
because two new positions will
added. Mr. Gibson asserted.

“In spite of a modest reduction in
personnel, the payroll is growing at
an unacceptable rate, for the third
year on a row. The increase in pay-
roll and benefits proposed in the 2001
plan is $594.551, for a total payroll
of $7.951.499." Mr. Gibson said.

“We cannot allow payroll and
benefits to rise. nearly 10 percent
each vear,” he continued. “I fully
recognize the value of our employ-
ees, but I don’t think I have ever had
a manager come to me and say ‘I
think we can get by with less money
this year.” ™

However, Mr. Andersen-Wyckoff
said higher wages must be paid in
order to attract employees in the
tight labor market.

“Without good people, who are

Dick Catlin

CENTERS SCW

our most valuable resource, we would
be in trouble ... and they are defi-
nitely in short supply.” said Presi-
dent Dick Catlin. “In my opinion,
retention of our assets is essential.”

“I do not helieve we need to bal-
ance the budget on the backs of our
emplovees.” remarked Director
John Orr.

“I do not want 1o do anything to
reduce the morale of employees a
the Rec Centers.” he continued. 1
believe  employee  morale s
extremely fragile.

“We need 1o stay competitive or
we will be losing «enough of our
lahor force 1o cause us severe diffi-
culties in operating our rec centers.”
Mr. Orr said.

“I do not believe our employees
are overpaid and I do not believe a
5 percent increase will make them
overpaid.” he added.

“This (budget) was done with the
best interests of our residents in
mind.” commented Director Dee
Hjermstad, “The budget is fine the
way s’

Several amendments to the budg-
et proposed by Mr. Gibson were
either defeated or did not even gar-
ner a second. therefore. they were
not presented for a vote.

One of his proposed amendments
involved retaining the $165 annual
eolf car trail permit fee. The origi-
nal budget draft had suggested the
fee he hiked o $200. However, Mr.
Young propesed last week the fee

be elevated only to $180. =

While Mr. Gibson took exception
to several areas of the budget. he
said his opinions no way reflected
his opinion of the job done by Mr.
Andersen-Wyckoff.

“I worked very closely with Mr.
Andersen-Wyckolf over the last
year and half and I would like to
endorse his performance. So my
disagreement with the budget does
not in anyway reflect on his per-
formance.” Mr. Gibson said.
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SCW Rec Centers
clarifies fund access

GM can tap
contingency
funds with OK
from board

By TERI CARNICELLI
Sun Cities Independent

Unlike the extended debate
surrounding passage of the Rec
Centers budget, a new associa-
tion policy recently passed with-
out incident. _

The new policy merely solidi-
fies the process of dipping into
the three divisions’ contingency
funds, says Jack O’ Connor,
chairman of the Budget and
Finance Committee.

«“We've always had the
method, it’s just never been writ-
ten down before,” Mr. O’ Connor
explains.

The policy states the purpose
of the contingency funds in each
of the three Recreation Centers
divisions is to provide funding
for any unforeseen expenses or
capital equipment purchases that
may occur during the fiscal year.

The. 1995-96 fiscal budget
shows a contingency fund of
$25,000 for the Rec Centers,
$50,000 for the golf division and
$6,500 for the bowling division.

The control of each division’s
contingency fund rests with the
association’s general manager,
Les Hicks.

If an unbudgeted expense oOr
capital equipment purchase can-
not be absorbed in the division’s
budget, the general manager can
ask the Governing Board to
approve the transfer of money
from the contingency fund to the
division budget to cover the
unexpected costs.

See M ACCESS, Page 3

“
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From Page 1 ‘

For example, the budget may
contain an item for the general
manager to replace one of the
association’s older trucks.

-But if, at the same time, another
vehicle gets stolen, the general
manager can either use the budget-
eg_funds to replace the stolen truck
and hold off on replacing the old
one, or ask the board’s approval
for use of contingency money.

There has been some concern
among residents as to how this
may contradict or replace a section
in the bylaws which deals with
powers of the general manager.

Under the bylaw§. the general
manager’s spending authority to
make emergency repairs to recre-
ation facilities is limited to $5,000
without board approval.

In the event more money is
needed, the approval of the board’s

-executive committee is rcqu‘ired.

The contingency fund policy is

- “not related to bylaws in any way,”

Mr. O’Connor emphasizes.
“That (the $5,000) is for an

-emergency; contingency is some-
:_thmg which has always been put
into the budget.”

The new policy is “merely a

.control mechanism so that money
‘cannot be moved from here to
‘there

without the
approval,” he says.
At the end of the fiscal year, any

board’s

money left in contingency funds
become a part of the division’s
earned surplus. The Governing
Board anticipates the Rec Centers
division earned surplus for fiscal
year 1994-95 to be around
$400,000, although board members

won’t know for sure until the year-
end audit is completed.

A portion of the anticipated
earned surplus is being utilized in
the 1995-96 fiscal budget to cover
an expected deficit of $218,742 by
the end of the year.
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SCW advisory board ponders Webb exit

By TIFFANY MEANS
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY WEST — The
Recreation Centers of Sun City
West Advisory Board has exam-
ined association bylaws in
preparation for its management
role after the community's de-
veloper exits.

The board met at 9 am.
Tuesday in the R.H. Johnson
Lecture Hall, 19803 N. R.H.
Johnson Blvd., to discuss com-
mittee reports and business
such as floor repairs.

Keith Hook, board member,
presented a position paper re-
garding the period of transition
as Del Webb Communities Inc.
transfers management of the

recreation centers to the resi-
dents.

“As transition activities of the
association p .. it is antic-
ipated that several issues will
arise concerning the role and
responsibilities of the associ-
ation,” the paper states.

The transition was expected
in January 1993, but may be
postponed by an expansion of
Sun City West by Webb.

The nine-member board which
makes policy recommendations
to management and Webb will
become the governing board af-
ter the transition.

The paper questions the role
of the recreation centers in
areas such as landscape main-

tenance, residential deed re-
strictions enforcement and
community public relations.

“Expansion of the role and
responsibilities of the associ-
ation beyond..(operating, main-
taining and preserving recrea-
tion centers) would require
revision of the Bylaws,” the
paper states.

The advisory board recom-
mends a thorough study and
evaluation of the costs and ben-
efits to the association of such
change, Hook said.

Steve O’Donnell, recreation
centers general manager, pre-
sented proposals for repair of
the linoleum floor in the R.H.
Johnson Social Hall.

Moisture problems under-
neath the floor have caused
bumps in areas of the linoleum.
A task force of Webb officials
contracted for professional ex-
aminations of the floor problem,
O'Donnell said.

“The basic feeling at this
point in time is that the first
order of business next summer
is to pull up the vinyl to dry out
the floor,” he said.

Webb officials have not deci-
ded on a replacement flooring.
Options include wood, carpet
and ceramic tile, O’Donnell
said.

“We may very well be back-
ing into a wood floor,”
O’Donnell said.

Residents have requested at
community forums that the floor
be replaced with wood to pro-
vide a better dance floor. How-
ever, Webb officials have been
concerned about the expense of
a wooden floor.

“With the amount of wood for
the floor, the price for a new
floor goes up significantly,”
O'Donnell said.

The condition of a second rec-

reationcenter floor also has
been considered by Webb,
O'Donnell said.

The Recreation Centers Gov-
erning Board 77?7 has recom-
mended that funds for a
plywood overlay and vinyl cover
be provided in next year's bud-

get for the Stardust Theatre.
14401 N. R.H. Johnson Blvd

Cass Ruhlman, treasurer.re-
ported a deficit of $561,43T-tn
the general account as 6f Sept.
30. The budget allowed for. a
deficit of more than $78,000
higher, Ruhlman said.

As of Oct. 31, the balbnce of
the Asset Replaeement-Fqnd
was $1,386,546; the balahce-bf
the Golf Reserve Fund .was
$939,655; and the balanca~dF the
Bowling Reserve Funtl igas
$8,809, Ruhlman said.

The recreation centers wilj-he
decorated for the holiday.season
before Thanksgiving, OPonrtell
said. i
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Senving Sun Cily west
Falttluly For Over 25 Years

Just minutes from our home to yours—We
dedicate our service area to only a 20 mile radius
of our Sun City West office.

* New unit installations include new sheet metal
stands, electrical disconnect and thermostat,

* We specialize in installation and repair of
ductwork.

* We offer fast, friendly service on all air
conditioning makes and models.

* We provide a FREE second opinion regarding

=~ | compressor failures.

* No interest, same as cash thru January 2004 (oac)
on new installations

* We offer senior discounts

If your home is more than

15 years old, call us to see
Heating & Cooling Systems LW YOI can save up to
R 60% on your electric bill.

We'll engineer your new system to be superior to the original system installed when your home was built.
We have 16 SEER roof mount package models that are the most energy efficient roof mount units available.

JUST MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE

Annual
*SO0E | w1000
On A Complete New $3295*

Heatinsq & Air Conditioning i i
VStem IHSta" Expires 12-31-03 Expires 12-31-03 Expires 12-31-03

WE SERVICE ALL MAJOR APPLIANCES, INCLUDING WATER HEATERS
*Valid on selected models. Must mention this ad at time of sale. Not valid on prior sales. Not valid with any other offer.

Arizona Heat Pump Service, Inc.

A«4 Arizona Appliance Pros, Inc.
12005 W. Beardsiey Ra. #103 Sun ity West  023°946-8973
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“We'll Be There” “1s All Good”

Sales: 8-6 p.m. Mon.-Fri., Sat. 8-3 Service: 8-5 Mon.-Fri. * Closed Sunday So You Can Browse.

TOLL FREE gﬁg:gggfﬁgg 555 E. Wickenburg Way, Wickenburg
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Dee Hjermstad

Dear friends and
neighbors:

Congratulations to
each and every one
of you for making
Sun City West your
home. We are proud
to live in the premier
active adult commu-
nity in the country.

It is hard to believe
that we are celebrat-
ing our 25th
Anniversary this
year. Some of us
have been here near-
ly from the start.
Many more are
recent additions and
newcomers.

Regardless of how
long you have called
this beautiful com-
munity your home,
we invite you to join
with us in this Silver
Celebration year of
events.

Sun City West Silver Celebration

Welcome to the
Sun City West
Silver Celebration

Our Silver
Celebration
Committee and all
the hundreds of dedi-
cated volunteers have
planned some very
exciting events for
you beginning with
our “kick-off”
Birthday Parties on
February 15 at both
the R. H. Johnson
Social Hall and Palm
Ridge Summit Hall.
Stop by and have
some cake, meet your
Sun City West neigh-
bors, and take the
opportunity to view
all the Silver
Celebration items
that have been creat-
ed for this occasion.

We would like to
thank our Steering
Committee for secur-
ing the funds to pro-
vide these activities
and our event chairs
for bringing such joy-
ful programs to our
residents.

Special thanks to

~ the Recreation

Centers of Sun City
West Governing
Board and staff,
especially Elaine
McCraith, Board liai-
son; Linda Murray,
Recreation Manager;
Mauryne Hall, Public
Relations Manager.
They, along with our
Event Chair, Marge
Loeffler, and all the
volunteers deserve a
round of applause for
their hard work on
this Silver
Celebration project.
Enjoy the parties,

Page 3

Joe Davisson

the concerts, the
socials, the parade,
and the performances
that have been sched-
uled for this 25th
anniversary year.
They are yours to
enjoy and have been
planned with you in
mind.

Sincerely,

Silver Celebration Committee Co-chairs
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BEST OVERALL

CRUISE VALUE

World Ocean &
Cruise Liner Society

BEST ONBOARD
SERVICE
Onboard Services
Magazine

HIGHEST-RATED
PREMIUM
CRUISE LINE

-; Reader's of
i Condé Nast Traveler

FIVE-STAR E
Caribbean Cruisin g

Coco palms swaying in the breeze, azure waters rimming a white sand beach. The
Caribbean is a paradise filled with sun, serenity, good times and romance — and on a
Holland America cruise, you can have it all. Call today.

BOOK 7 Days From

v 36997

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

[&- Forw's Wortn Travee

14621N. DeiWebbBivd. 13593 Camino Del Sol 14455 W. Grand Ave.
SUN CrY SUN CITY WEST SURPRISE
(623) 933-8256 (623) 975-1800 (623) 546-6996

*ALL PRICES ARE PER PERSON, DOUBLE OCCUPANCY, PORT CHARGES AND TAXES INCLUDED. RESTRICTIONS APPLY. SHIPS REGISTRY: NETHERLANDS, BAHAMAS
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Honorary Steering Committee

These hard-working residents have given many
years of service to the community through their
participation in a variety of organizations. Their
former and current affiliations are noted below:

John Bergh

Past President: Sun City
Community Fund, Sunrise Lions
Club

Board Member: PORA, Boswell
& Del Webb Hospitals, SPAA
Sheriff’s Posse member

19-year resident

Lorraine Cockle

Board Member: Sun Health/Del
Webb Hospital, SCW Foundation,
PORA

Past President Sun Health
Auxiliary

7,000 hours as Del Webb Hospital
volunteer

16-year resident

Joe Davisson

Director Emeritus and Past
President, SPAA

Past President: Norwest Bank Sun
Cities, Ohio Club of Sun City
Board Member, Sun Health/Del
Webb Hospital

Former Chairman, Sun Health
Governmental Affairs

Director Emeritus, Sun Health Foundation, Co-
Chair Sun City Symphonies Fund
Drive

30-year resident in the Sun Cities

Tom Dickson

Executive Vice President & CEO,
Del E. Webb Memorial Hospital
Former Vice President,

Administration Services, Boswell Hospital

Member/Past President of SCW Rotary Club
12-year resident

Lenore Forti

President: Sun City West
Foundation

Board Member: PORA, SCW
Community Fund,

Past President: Lioness Club, Sun
City West Singles

18-year resident

Randy Fuller

President: PORA

Member: WESTMARC, Luke
West Valley Council

Co-Chair: President’s Council of
the Sun Cities

7-year resident

John Galbraith
Board President and former Treasurer:
Briarwood Country Club

9-year resident

Sandford Goldstein

Past President: SPAA, PORA,
West Valley Art Museum, SCW
Foundation

Chair: Sun Health Governmental
Affairs Committee

Former Chair: Maricopa County
Planning & Zoning Commission
19-year resident

Dee Hjermstad

Past President: Rec Centers of
SCW Governing Board, AAUW,
Sun Cities Symphony

Board Member: SPAA

Member: Friends of the Library
Film Selection Committee
18-year resident
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Birt Kellam Joe Schoggen

President: SPAA Rear Admiral with two Legion of
Past President: Sun Health Merit medals

Foundation, West Valley Art Past President/CEO: Navy Federal
Museum, Rotary Club Credit Union

Board Member: Sun Health Former Board Member Recreation
Corporation, Del Webb Hospital, Centers of Sun City West, Sun
PORA Cities Symphony, Sun Health
Established: Sun City West Governmental Affairs/Del E. Webb Memorial

Ambassadors & the Visitor Center Hospital,

30-year resident Board Member: Del E. Webb Memorial Hospital,
Rotary Club

Rae McMillan 13-year resident

President: Del E. Webb Memorial
Hospital, Habitat for Humanity of
the West Valley

Past President: Sun Health
Foundation, Royal Oaks Life Care §
Center

Trustee: West Valley Art Museum,
Sun Cities Chamber Music Society
An Arizona native

Thomas A. Taggart

Board Member: SPAA, SPAA
Presidents Advisory Council _
Former Board Member Symphony _
of the West Valley, Co-Chair Swing| *
with the Maestro Golf Tournament,
Sun Health Senior PGA at Hillcrest
Member: Rec Centers of SCW
Public Relations Committee
16-year resident

NEW e USED * REBUILT
GAS & ELECTRIC

&= Neighborhood Vehicles And Golf Cars |
SALES = SERVICE = PARTS « ACCESSOR

ClubCar
®

gince 1975

gerving th Stop gy And See

play to win : Ou”ve"’ﬂode/s

Southwest Golf Cars, Inc.

Your Only Authorized Club Car Representative

SOUTHWEST GOLF CARS For golf. SUN CITY GOLF CARS

13901 W. Camino del Sol » Sun City West For Fun. 11124 Youngtown Ave. » Youngtown

623-584-0591 For life. 623-977-3100
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John Waldron

Regional Director of Public
Affairs: Pulte/Del Webb

President: Valley of the Sun Public
Relations Society of America
Board Member: SPAA

Noel Willis

Chair: Building & Grounds
Committee of Sun Health
Allocates resources for the
Targeted Care Panel/Valley of the
Sun United Way

Former Board Member:
Symphony of the West Valley
Past President: PORA

10-year resident

Robert W. Williams

Retired Brigadier General, U.S.
Army

Former Legislator: Arizona House
of Representatives

24-year resident

William Woodyard

Retired Brigadier General, U.S.
Air Force

Former General Manager:
Recreation Centers of Sun City
West

Former Board Member: Sun
Health Corporation, Del E. Webb Memorial
Hospital

23-year resident

Sun City West Silver
Celebration Executive

Committee

Front row, from left, Clarine
Clampitt, Diane Holloway, Alice
Burns, Valerie Gitter. Second
row, from left, Lorraine Cockle,
Elaine McCraith, Donna Potter,
Dee Hjermstad, Joe Davisson,
Marge Loeffler, Earl Mackert.
Third row, from left, Mary
Bunting, Regina Muhlenfeld,
Pat Imholte, Vera Keeler, Pat
Heneghan, Mary Jo Copelan,
Linda Murray, Dusty Rhodes,
Lenore Forti, Kay Ginsburg.
Fourth row, from left, Lee
Vogel, Dan Kedzie.

Sun City West Silver
Celebration Finance and

Fund-Raising Committee
The Finance and Fund-Raising
Committee members include chair-
man Birt Kellam, Ken Meade, Noel
Willis, Randy Fuller, Tom Taggart,
Tom Dickson, John Waldron, Bill
Woodyard, Liz Reeve-Calley, Ruth
Anderson and Dick Hohnson.
Members are not all pictured here.
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Del Webb and his visionaries,
R.H. Johnson, Fred Kuentz and John Meeker

By Diana Shaughnessy
Independent Newspapers

Del Webb is the name
most people associate
with the dramatic change
in senior retirement living
across the country. With
the creation of Sun City,
the Webb name became
synonymous with an
active retirement life built
around a community cre-
ated with that end in
mind.

Mr. Webb would be the
first to admit, however,
that his idea of planned
retirement living was
given life by the talented

people with which he sur-
rounded himself.
Nowhere was that more
evident than in Sun City
West, which was built
after Mr. Webb’s death in
July 1974. Sun City West,
created 25 years ago by
Mr. Webb’s visionaries,
kept alive the idea of a
healthy, active retirement.
And three of those vision-
aries, Robert H. Johnson,
Fred Kuentz and John
Meeker, have been
immortalized in Sun City
West by having their
names attached to streets
or recreation centers.
Those entering Sun

B IR —

Photo supplied by Sun Cities Area Historical Society
Del Webb, center, discusses a construction project with
Robert H. Johnson, left, and Fred Kuentz.

Boulevard. The well-kept
avenue leads through the
development and past
R.H. Johnson Recreation

City West through the
entrance off Bell Road
notice the name of the
main thoroughfare right
away: R.H. Johnson

*See VISIONARIES, Page 12
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In Honor Of Sun City West’s
Silver Anniversary We Are Offering

25% Off

All Zina Silver Jewelry Through Jan. 31, 2003!
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SUNDOME PLAZA - SUN CITY WEST
623-584-1546

The Madison

Retirement Residence

You will find casual elegance in our spacious
apartments, our gourmet menus, our bheautiful
architecture and our pampered courtyards. Living at
The Madison, you'll enjoy our feeling of closeness
that comes from being with friends everyday.

Your monthly rent includes:
Fine dining three times a day * Chauffeured
" 7-day transportation * 5-star Activity and

Fitness programs  Complimentary Sun City West
Recreation Card © Resident Managers
* And much more...

A variety of floor plans are available now. Each
apartment features a full kitchen, verandas, central
air, and walk-in closets. Call us or stop by to enjoy a
complimentary lunch at The Madison and take a
personal tour of our lovely residence.

: . 18626 Spanish Garden Dr.
THE MaDIsoN Sun City West, AZ 85375

o (623) 584-1999 £
%cm‘ng seniors since 1971,

© 2000 Holiday Retirement Corp.
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3,900 EMPLOYEES
3,800 VOLUNTEERS
500 AFFILIATED PHYSICIANS
HUNDREDS OF MEDICAL PROGRAMS
9 DIVERSE RESIDENTIAL OPTIONS
2 ACUTE-CARE HOSPITALS - F
1 WORLD-RENOWNED RESFARCH INSTITUTE |

An easy name to remember - Sun Health

s
N ih

Taking your health personally

Sun Health is a non-profit organization
belonging to the communities that benefit from the services provided.
Your healthcare needs can be met right in your neighborhood.
With services right around the corner. Available right when you need them.

« Boswell Memorial Hospital * Sun Health Foundation
« Del E. Webb Memorial Hospital * Sun Health Grandview Care Center
 Boswell/Mesa Nursing Education Program  « Sun Health Home Care Services
+ Grandview Terrace Life-Care Community ~ * Sun Health Hospice Care Services
* Heart Center and Residence
» Louisa Kellam Center for Women's Health ~ * Sun Health La Loma Care Center*
» The Nesting Place Obstetrical Suites * Sun Health La Loma Village*
» Sun Health Care Center « Sun Health MediSun
» Sun Health Community Education » Sun Health Obstetrics & Gynecology
and Wellness Services  Sun Health Olive Branch Senior Center
« Sun Health Del E. Webb Health Center « Sun Health Personal Care Services
of Wickenburg  Sun Health Residence for Alzheimer's Care
 Sun Health La Loma Internal Medicine « Sun Health Residence for Special Adults
and Pediatrics » Sun Health Research Institute
* Opening 2004

For more information on Sun Health services, please call the Sun HealthLine®at
623/876-5432 or 1/800/815-0115.
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Sun City West: A brief history
1978-2003

From the vision of an
idyllic retirement
lifestyle that began
with the opening of
Sun City in 1960, to
the reality of the coun-
try’s finest active adult
community, Sun City
West sits as one of the
crown jewels of Del
Webb’s planned devel-
opments.

With groundbreaking
on Feb. 15, 1978, to the
first residents —our pio-
neers—who moved into
their homes later that
year, Sun City West has
grown into a paradise
in the southwest.

One of the factors
that made Sun City
West as appealing as its
older sister city to new
home buyers was the
planning of recreation
centers prior to actual
housing. Even though
the houses were fin-
ished first, many of
those new buyers made
their purchase based
upon the continuing
growth of the recre-
ation centers. The R.H.
Johnson recreation
complex, part of John
Meeker’s idea making
the community a pre-
mier place to live for
the new generation of
seniors, opened on Oct.
20, 1979, joining

Hillcrest Golf Club as
the first recreational
facilities created for
enjoyment of Sun City
West homeowners.

However, it was not
just physical facilities
that residents appreciat-
ed. They soon began
creating clubs, joining
music groups, estab-
lishing chapters of
service organizations
and founding churches
and synagogues.

One of those commu-
nity creations was the
Sun City West
Foundation, which
gave residents a name
under which they could
raise funds to sponsor
housing for community
projects. The SCWF
currently provides
facilities for Helping
Hands, meeting rooms,
AARP Tax Services,
Thrift Shop, Interfaith
Adult Day Care Center,
Luminarias, PRIDES
and Voluntary
Placement Services.
These organizations
allow Sun City West
residents to borrow
medical equipment, get
help on tax preparation
or go to a shelter in
case of emergency.

In November of 1979,
the SCW Rec Center’s
first golf course,

Pebblebrook, was
unveiled. Eventually
Pebblebrook would be
joined by six other

courses for private use
by Rec Center mem-

*See HISTORY, Page 11

Submitted photo

A historical look at Sun City West

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society has pub-
lished a history of Sun City West in commemoration
of the community’s 25th anniversary. The book doc-
uments the community’s first quarter century. Over
two dozen volunteers have examined historical doc-
uments, researched community landmarks and
interviewed numerous individuals to create an
accurate account of Sun City West's history and
evolution. Edited by Ed Allen and with an extensive
index, the book runs about 300 pages and includes
140 illustrations, personal anecdotes and historical
facts. It is currently available for $12 at various
events celebrating the community’s 25th anniver-
sary. Proceeds from book sales will benefit the
Historical Society.
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History

Continued from Page 10

bers: Stardust,
Grandview, Echo Mesa,
Trail Ridge, Desert
Trails and, finally in
1996, Deer Valley.

As the community
grew, so did recreation-
al facilities. Beardsley
Park Rec Center was
opened in June of
1985. As more resi-
dents moved into their

Sun City West Silver Celebration

homes, Kuentz Center
opened. Palm Ridge
was added to the Rec
Center roster with the
addition of homes
north of Deer Valley
Drive.

Today, more than
32,000 people call
Sun City West their
home. The community
is pleased to celebrate
25 years of incompa-
rable living in the
Valley of the Sun.

Page 11

Left, Palm
Ridge
Recreation
Center began
as a line on
the dirt in the
addition of
Sun City West
north of Deer
Valley Road.
Below: Prior
to its opening,
the palm trees
in front of the
rec center still
bore their
frond ties and
the grass had
still not
sprouted.
Today Palm
Ridge is home
to many
clubs.

File photos

WE DO MOORE THAN
JUST COPIES!

* Personal Publishing

¢ Computer Graphics, Illustration
& Design

* Full-color Offset Printing &
Color Copying

e T-shirts & Transfers from
Photo to Fabric

* Brochures, Letterhead &
Stationery

* Business Cards & Labels

e Newsletters & Banners

* Color Computer Printouts

* Personalized Calendars

And a whole lot Moore!

Foxfira Dr.

HOURS:
8:00 AM-5:00 PM WEEKDAYS

13415 West Westgate Drive |
Surprise, Arizona 85374
623-972-8161°¢ FAX 623-544-0659
E-Mail: MooreGraph@aol.com
www.MooreGraphics.com
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Visionaries

Continued from Page 8

Center, * 119803 R.H.
Johnson Blvd.

Mr. Johnson was still a
student at  Phoenix
Business College when he
met Mr. Webb in 1935. He
began working for the Del
E. Webb Development
Company (DEVCO) at
that time as the timekeep-
er, responsible for making
sure construction projects
were built on time and
within budget. From this
inauspicious beginning,
Mr. Johnson ended up
becoming Chairman of the
Board of Del E. Webb
Corp., retiring in 1981 to
create the philanthropic
Del E. Webb Foundation
in Wickenburg, founded in

Sun City West Silver Celebration

1960.

Mr. Johnson has often
been called, “ ... the driv-
ing force in the develop-
ment of Sun City West.”

While Mr. Johnson was
the driving force, Mr.
Webb called Fred Kuentz
‘ ... the great negotiator.”

Mr. Kuentz joined the
DEVCO team in 1949 as
the director of electrical
design and cost control.
He quickly moved
through the company
ranks and, by 1965, was
vice president of property
management and senior
vice president of corpora-
tion operations. When he
was offered the seat of
president of DEVCO in
1983, he took control of
Sun City West develop-
ment and was largely
responsible for the con-

Second
Location Now Open
At Greenway Terrace
NW Corner of 99th
Ave. & Greenway
623-974-6903

HOURS
Mon-Sat
9am to 5pm
Sun. 12-5

Sﬁer’s

Sher’s

Discount Clothing & Accessories
brings the manufacturer to you!

30% to 70% OFF
EVERYDAY

Unigque Clothing
Wike Denim Vests

11663W Bell Rd., Ste 3&4

SE Comer of Bell & 116th Ave. in Tolliver's Center

623-876-9727

tinued growth of the com-
munity.

Fred R. Kuentz
Recreation Center, 14401
R.H. Johnson Blvd., is
named for this visionary.
Mr. Kuentz passed away
Oct. 29, 2001.

Visitors driving through
Sun City West will even-
tually come upon a street
named Meeker
Boulevard. This roadway
is named for John Meeker,
who added the personal
touch to the community
by looking at the develop-
ment through homeown-
ers’ eyes. It was Mr.
Meeker who gambled on
projects others thought
were foolish, like creating
the Sundome Center for
Performing Arts, or sup-
plying free garden plots
for residents, or supplying

Feb. - Nov. 2003

land at rea-
sonable
cost to
churches
wanting to
locate
within the
community.
Mr. Meeker originally was
Mr. Webb’s golf caddie
prior to World War II. He
became part of the
DEVCO family in 1946 as
a junior clerk. After work-
ing as an operations clerk
and supervisor of design
and engineering, Mr.
Meeker took on the role of
president and director of
DEVCO in 1965. He
passed away Feb. 5, 2000.
These visionaries added
to the original Webb idea
and created Sun City
West, which celebrates its
25th anniversary in 2003.

John Meeker

People You
Can Rely On

“Our Priority Is Your Personal Success”
Individual & Family Banking « Commercial Banking

623-583-4103
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Making history with ‘The Big Shot’

You ought to be in
“The Big Shot.”

At 9 a.m. March 29, the
Recreation Centers of
Sun City West and the
Silver Celebration
Committee are sponsor-
ing “The Big Shot,” the
largest group photograph
in history. Event chair
Mauryne Hall and her
committee will attempt to
get as many residents as
possible to the R. H.
Johnson parking lot.

There, residents will be
arranged in the shape of
a star and photographed
to capture one million
years of life!

The photo will appear
in the Guiness Book of
World Records and will
eventually be joined by

“stars” and “stripes” of
people from other com-
munities around the
United States, creating a
human American Flag.
The success of this
enormous undertaking
depends on the willing-
ness of Sun City West
residents and the dedica-
tion of volunteers from
our many community
service organizations.
Some clubs have issued
challenges to other clubs
to fill out one point of
the star or to volunteer
more members to make
this event possible.
Many organizations are
working together on this
huge project: the Posse, All
States Clubs, PORA & the
Visitors Center, Fire

Department, Computer
Club, Connections, Red
Hats, Sun City West Men’s
Club, Wester Jesters,
Desert Aires Barbershop
Quartets, Westside Food
Bank and Canine
Companions all have vol-
unteered.

Everyone is needed, as

a volunteer to help as an
usher, parking attendant,
car/van pool driver, water
server, traffic controller,
or whatever else is need-
ed.

Contact Mauryne Hall at
(623) 544-6133 or e-mail
her at dept9@rcscw.com
for more information.

Submitted photo
The Navy Sea Chanters perform at the Sundome
March 5 as part of the Celebration’s entertainment
program

#3Best

Franchise |
Worldwide | ¥

Entrepreneur Magazine
January 2002

PAY

=T,

Curves

FOR WOMEN,

A
30 minute
| complete workout
| that's fast, fun
& effective!

Crossroads Towne Center
12751 W. Bell Rd., #11, Surprise

ONE FREE
WORKOUT

MENTION THIS AD

623-875-2575




Grow as a golfer at the new
Cimarron Golf Club.

Lb‘/& o With the newly
opened 18-hole
Cimarron Golf Club, the number
of championship golf holes at
Sun City Grand has grown to 72,
Which means the number of golf
course homesites has grown, too.

With its many artful
water features and dramatic =
boulder formarions, Cimarron Golf Club is only
the first of many exciting changes in the works at

Sun City Grand. In the coming months, a new day

Cimarron Golf Club Now Open

19 new models, starting from the low $100s. Open daily 8 to 5.
West on Bell Road to Grand Avenue, north 3 miles.

1-888-269-6268

Surpren, AZ BSI74. At ;

= & Dt wabn Comraiten, ic. 19726 Remingion Drive, v it e

a5 poars of age or becoer] 3 fimitad.
Ramecenen’ ssaiianion & & 3 offerng pan ynksble fom womscr. & 2003 Dst Wb Corparunon.

spa and fitness center, outdoor
swimming pool, arts & crafts facility,
and several more neighborhoods
will open.
We're even adding a pickle ball
court, Just one more example of
how we’re growing by leaps and
bounds to meet the growing
aspirations of the people who live
here. We invite you to stop by and see all the new
and exciting things at Sun City Grand by Del Webb,

the leader in active adult living for 43 years. Live on.

® Sun City Grand
by Dol Wikt

suibar of resiants may be ounger hd A one der 19 years of ags. Comemiity Attociten nd

[T
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Feb. 15, 1978: an auspicious day in Su

It started Feb. 15,
1978 with about 200
ceremonial shovelfuls
of soil and turned into
the 7,000-acre master-
planned community
known as Sun City
West. Now home to
some 28,000 residents,
more than 1,200 homes
were built during the
community’s first year,
providing homes to
about 1,000 people.

Sun City West was
created by Del Webb
Corporation. Learning
and making improve-
ments from their first
west Valley communi-
ty, Sun City, Sun City
West Phase 1 was origi-
nally planned to have
... six full-length golf
courses, three recre-
ation centers and
approximately 17,000
housing units.”

Now 25 years later,
residents enjoy four
regulation and three
executive golf courses,
27 tennis courts, indoor
and outdoor walking
tracks, racquet and
handball courts, bocce
and lawn bowling,
shuffleboard, billards,
softball, indoor and
outdoor swimming
pools, a 30-lane bowl-
ing center, and four
multi-million dollar
recreation centers.

In addition to ameni-
ties provided by the
community, Sun City
West residents are

Sun City West Silver Celebration
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n City West history

Photos from Sun City West Newsletter, February, 1979

A special quintet was on hand for the Feb. 15, 1978 groundbreaking ceremonies.
From left, John W. Meeker, Del E. Webb Development Co. president; U.S. Senator
Dennis DeConcini; Hank Raymond, J.G. Boswell Co. vice president; Robert H.
Johnson, Webb Corporation chairman and CEO; Governor Wesley Bolin.

members of over 100
clubs. From arts and
crafts to home-state
clubs and chapters of
most national and
international service
clubs, retirees are find-
ing themselves busier
than ever enjoying
their own personal
interests.

The official ground-
breaking ceremony
was held Feb. 15,
1978. On hand digging
the first shovelfuls of
dirt were John W.
Meeker, president of
the Del E. Webb
Development Co.,
Senator Dennis
DeConcini, J.G. Boswell
Co. Vice President Hank
Raymond, Webb
Corporation Chairman
and CEO Robert H.
Johnson and Governor
Wesley Bolin. Almost
200 civic and business

leaders followed, dig-
ging in on their own.

Eight months later
another ceremony was
held to welcome the
first residents. Present
at that ribbon-cutting
ceremony were
DEVCO Executive
Vice President Joe
Aubin, resident Clarice
Uhl, DEVCO President
John Meeker, residents
Mary and Luman
Wick, DEVCO Vice
President and
Operations Manager
Bob Cannon and
DEVCO Senior Vice
President and
Engineering Manager
Tom Ryan.

The Wicks became
Sun City West’s first
residents Oct. 16,
1978. Formerly of
Topeka, Kans., the pair
noted they enjoyed the
area’s freindly and

relaxed atmosphere.

Clarice and Edward
Uhl also were initial
residents of the new
community. The pair
moved to Arizona from
Alameda, Calif.

Sales topped $92 mil-
lion during the first
half of 1979. Of that
amount, more than $51
million in new sales
was recorded during
the year’s second quar-
ter. Over 1,250 new
homes were sold dur-
ing the six-month peri-
od.

Sun City West cele-
brated its seventh birth-
day Oct. 16, 1985 with
the announcement that
12,500 people were
now residents of the
new community.
Originally, community
officials were aiming at
a final population of
25,000.
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Sponsors: they make it all happen
The Sun City West Silver Celebration Albertson’s One Hour Photo
Committee would like to thank the following Basha’s Pulte/Del Webb
businesses for their support: Daily News Sun Sun City West

Ford Travel Independent

Grandview Terrace Sun Health

Ken Meade, Moore Graphics Trader Joe’s
MDE premier sponsor  Northern Trust Bank  Wells Fargo Bank

4 Getting
ready

Bromm
nnomm Automotive Group,
primary sponsor

Holland America Cruise Lines,
primary
sponsor

| Sun Cities Area
Historical Society
| board members

| Phyllis Street, Jane
| Freeman and
Barbara Brozman
sort through origi-
| nal booklets for

- the Sun City West
| Silver Anniversary
] display.

Sheri Fann’S

Impressions Jewelry

Wholesale To The Public
11663 W. Bell Rd. * Surprise, AZ

(Next door to Sher’s Clothing, in Toliver’s Plaza)

623-977-8473

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 12-5

SHAS AU BE IS e ne Storew|de Sale R s RIS

Rings...*’29.95  Heart Pendants...*29.95
Earrings...*29.95 Tennis Bracelet...*40.00

Pins...*10.00 Chains...*10.00
‘
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Pioneers and Heroes

Thirty-three residents
of Sun City West are
vying for the title of
Pioneer and Hero in a
contest  recognizing
those who have helped
the community grow. A
few of the pioneers
have been Sun City
West residents for the
entire 25 years, but
most have been resi-
dents between 20 and
24 years. They came
for the health and
lifestyle attractions,
and describe how their
lives changed for the
better after moving.

Winners will be

Introducing
Dillon’s Second
Location Now
Open in SURPRISE
Serving
Same Great Food!
Same Great Menu!

announced at the Feb.
15, 2003 Kick-Off 25th
Anniversary parties at
Palm Ridge Rec
Center, 13800 W. Deer
Valley Drive, and R.H.
Johnson Social Hall,
19803 R.H. Johnson
Blvd. Gifts for the win-
ners are supplied by
Wells Fargo Bank: first
place, $1,000; second

place, $500; 10-third
place winners, $100
each.

Here are some of
their stories:

Chuck and Betsy
Bennett decided on
Sun City West 24 years

Submitted photo

Betsy and Chuck Bennett

ago after meeting each
other following the
death of their spouses.
They wanted to start
their new life together
in a different place
while conquering

growing arthritic prob-
lems. The change pro-
duced such good health
that Betsy won swim-
ming contests where

*See PIONEERS, Page 18
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Pioneers

Continued from Page 19

she also exhibited her
famous jackknife dive.
Chuck served as a
Posse volunteer. The
pair sang in the original
Westernairs chorus,
which  has  since
changed the spelling of
its name. Betsy puts her
handmade dolls on dis-
play in their window
every Christmas. Real
lovers of their new
home, the Bennetts
have kept a box full of
Del Webb fliers and
pictures showing com-
munity activities and
events since the origin
of Sun City West.
Melton Bryan
arrived in Sun City
West in 1978 and has
served on the governing
board of PORA and
several committees of
the Rec Centers as well
as the Sun City West
Foundation. He has
been a PRIDES volun-
teers and sold luminar-
ias at Christmas. His
mother was monitor of
amen’s golf club.
Charles and Adele
Frankel moved to Sun
City West 25 years ago
from New York City
where Charlie was a
policeman. They helped
start seven clubs and
have volunteered at the
hospital and many other
organizations. Charlie
was instrumental in cre-

Sun City West Silver Celebration

Submitted photo

Charles and Adele Frankel

ating the Sun City West
Fire District and is cur-
rent chairman of the fire
board. Adele helps at all
fire district events.

Bill and Mary Silvus
made their move 24
years ago and were active
in the formation of a
church golf league. They
have been volunteers at
the library, Sundome,
Habitat for Humanity,

AARP and many other
groups. Bill was the sec-
retary of the bowling
league for its first 15
years. Mary is the longest
continuous member of
the Crestview Riders

Bicycle Club.
Marilyn  Radford
moved to Sun City West

24 years ago and has
served on the Rec
Centers board. She also

Hot Dog!

club fund-raising event.

Photo by Mike Russo/Independent Newspapers

A resident garnishes his hot dog at a Sun City West
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Submitted photo
Marilyn Radford

Submitted photo

Frances Decker
helped start PRIDES,
has served on condo
boards and started the

singles  group  at
Briarwood Country
Club. She was a volun-
teer for Meals on Wheels
and served on a Sun
Health committee
among other things.
Frances Decker
arrived in Sun City West
24 years ago and started
the Sunshine Serenaders,
a group of singers that
entertains in nursing
homes and other places.
She also has served as
president of three clubs.
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Church Open House
April 6, 2003

Sun City West residents and guests are invited to visit the commu-
nity’s houses of worship from 1 to 3 p.m. while walking through
neighborhoods during springtime. The event culminates with an Ice
Cream Social from 3 - 5 p.m. to be held at Beardsley Park with
entertainment by the Rhythm Ramblers Big Band.

Church & Synagogue Locations

&)
| = Deer Valley Drive
2 7)
2 {G] &~
i g i .. B "0 Y
% :; u ) % B

A Our Lady of Lordes poad .-
Cathlic Church ! b
1002 N. 1281h Ave. f E_

B Desert Garden United Church of Christ : _
18818 N. 128th Ave. . g

C First Baptist Church o '
17419 Conquistador Dr. P =

D Shepard of the Hills United Methidist Church 7 :
13658 Meeker Blvd. -

E Church of the Advent Episcopal Church [TT]
13150 Spanish Garden Dr.

F Lord of Life Lutheran Church
13724 W. Meeker Blvd.

G Desert Palms Preshyterian L First Assembly of God
13459 Stardust Blvd. 12580 W. Beardsley Rd. :

H Beth Emeth Congregation M Stardust Bible Church bot £
13702 Meeker Blvd. {relocating) \g‘o 7

| Covenant Preshyterian Church N Palm West Community Church Cona¥'_~
13601 W. Aleppo Dr. 13845 Startdust Blvd. e )

Jd First Church of Christ Scientist 0 Sun City West Christian Church
14140 W. Meeker Bivd. 20803 N. 151st Ave

K Crown of Life Lutheran Church P Prince of Peace Catholic Church

13131 Spanish Garden 14818 Deer Valley Dr. Bell Road
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Calendar

for
Sun City West S

The Silver Celebration Committee has planned many exciting events
and activities for the residents of Sun City West in honor of 25 years
as the premiere active adult community in the nation! Mark these
dates on your 2003 calendar. You won’t want to miss them. Dates
may be subject to change.

FEBRUARY
15: Kick-off Birthday Parties at R. H. Johnson & Palm Ridge—FREE
18: Sun Health Seminars, Del Webb Hospital Auditorium—FREE

MARCH

5: U.S. Navy Sea Chanters at the Sundome

6-9: Softball Tournament at Kuentz Ballfield
8: Sun Cities Chamber Music Society concert, 7:30 p.m. at Bellevue

Heights Church, 9550 W. Hutton Drive, Sun City
15-16: Bocce Tournament
22: Silver Celebration Gala, Briarwood Country Club, $75 per person
Conee-29: 9 a.m. The Big Shot in R. H. Johnson Parking Lot—FREE

APRIL
6: Church Open House followed by Ice Cream Social at Beardsley
Park featuring the Rhythm Ramblers Big Band—FREE
3-6: Tennis Tournament
DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED: Senior Golf Classic
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of Events

the
ilver Celebration

MAY
3: Reception for members of the Posse & PRIDES
10: Silver Celebration Golf Tournament
15: High Tea at Briarwood Country Club, $30 per person

JUNE
2: Kiva West Championship Bridge Tournament
28: Bowling Tournament

SEPTEMBER
20: Silver Celebration Stardust Revue at the Stardust Theatre - FREE

OCTOBER
25: Parade with bands, horses & decorated golf cars
25: Lawrence Welk Personalities at the Sundome (drawing for Holland
America cruise and Bromm Buick Le Sabre at intermission)

NOVEMBER
13-15: “Celebration,” Sun City West annual Variety Show at the
Sundome

Please note: No Recreation Center funds are being used for the 25th Silver
Celebration events or activities. All monies are donated by sponsors or are
being raised through the sale of the bells and car/cruise drawing tickets.



Page 22

PORA, 584-4288
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Emergency -- Fire or medical, 911

Fire Department, Sun City West, 584-3500
Sheriff’s Posse, Sun City West, 584-5808
Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office, 256-1000
Del E. Webb Memorial Hospital, 214-4000
W.O. Boswell Memorial Hospital, 977-7211
Sun Cities Animal Rescue, 872-7941
4-Paws Animal Rescue, 876-8778

Sun Cities Area Transit, 977-8363

Sun City West Visitor’s Center, 214-8629

Helping Hands Foundation, 975-5499
Sun City West Foundation, 584-6851
Sun Healthline, 876-5432

Thrift Shop of Sun City West, 584-3869
Interfaith Services, 584-4999

......Ol...-...............“.'......I.........II...................l.............

Important Sun City West phone numbers

Westside Food Bank, (602) 242-3663
AARP Information Center, (800) 424-3410
Recreation Centers of SCW, 544-6000 --
This number must be called prior to extension
R.H. Johnson Pool, Ext. 2021

Beardsley Park Pool, Ext. 2031

Kuentz Pool, Ext. 2041

Palm Ridge Pool, Ext. 2051

R.H. Johnson Village Store, 544-6135

R.H. Johnson Library, 544-6130

Rec. Centers Member Services, 544-6100
Golf Tee Time Reservations, 544-6044
Grandview Terrace, 975-8000

Epoch Assisted Living, 584-2338

The Heritage Tradition, 546-9500

The Madison, 584-1999
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PORA: working for Sun City West residents since 1980

The idea for the Sun
City West Property
Owners and Residents
Association originally
sparked in February
1979 so future residents
could officially oppose
a $27.5 million bond
program passed in the
Dysart Unified School
District June 1978 elec-
tion.

The organization suc-
cessfully rescinded the
bond program in Oct.
1980 after officially
forming in January
1980. Committees also
formed to review utility
rates, add traffic control
signs, begin Friday
Night Bingo, and to
separate Sun City West
from the Dysart Unified
School District. It was

through the election of
four Sun City West resi-
dents to the district
board and a vote in May
of 1981 that separated
Phase I of Sun City
West from the school
district.

PORA also has pro-
posed the formation of a
community fire district
and opposed a county
landfill location off El
Mirage Road north of
Deer Valley Road.

Since then, anything
proposed by govern-
ment organizations has
had an alternative pro-
posal. PORA initiatives
have been realized
through the creation of
such organizations as
Community Fund,
Meals on Wheels, the

Photo by Diana Shaughnessy/Independent Newspapers
Millie Auxter has been a PORA volunteer since 1986.

Sun City West
Foundation and
Lending Hands.

PORA continues to
support all Sun City
West residents by work-
ing  together  with
responsible public and
private organizations.
Over the years, PORA
has been active in main-
taining compatible zon-
ing and development

adjacent to Sun City
West and establishing
single family home
deed restrictions within
the community.

Those wishing to join
PORA’s e-mail list for
regular updated infor-
mation may send a letter
t 0
pora@suncitywest.org.
The Web site is located
at WWW.porascw.org.
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Del E. Webb Memorial Hospital

Responsive to west Valley needs for 15 years and beyond

More than 10 years
were invested in the plan-
ning of Del E. Webb
Memorial Hospital prior
to it opening in January
1988. Sun Health, the
community-based, non-
profit parent company
that also operates
Boswell Memorial
Hospital in Sun City, for-
mulated the plan with the
realization that patient-
care demands eventually
would surpass Boswell
Hospital’s capacity to
serve the entire northwest
Valley area. The vision
was that together, these
non-profit healthcare
facilities would serve the
healthcare needs of the
entire area.

Sun Health representa-
tives took their case
before the Central
Arizona Health Systems
Agency in 1984,
Although there was over-
whelming evidence that
Boswell Hospital’s
capacity would be
exceeded even before
completion of a new hos-
pital in Sun City West —
and despite endorsements
such as the unanimous
support of the Sun City
West Property Owners
and Residents
Association — the
CAHSA hearing board
voted to deny the project
by a narrow 5-4 vote.

Undaunted, Sun Health
continued efforts to bring
the needed hospital to the
area. The Arizona

Photo by Diana Shaughnessy/Independent Newspapers

Children from the Dysart school district took part in the ground-breaking ceremony
for the Louisa Kellam Center for Women'’s Health.

Legislature permitted the
state’s certificate-of-need
law to expire in 1985.
That also ended CAHSA
authority to limit ready
access to hospital care
that was needed by Sun
City Westers and other
west Valley residents.
The necessary permits
at last were obtained. On
Oct. 7, 1985, a colorful
groundbreaking ceremo-
ny launched construction
of the $42 million hospi-
tal. Among those taking
part in the event was
baseball Hall of Fame
slugger Mickey Mantle, a
member of the power-
house New York Yankees
during the dynasty years
when Mr. Webb was part
owner of the American
League team. The cere-
mony also was the set-
ting for a special
announcement by

William A. Chapman,
vice chairman of the hos-
pital’s volunteer board of
directors: In considera-
tion of a $3 million grant
from the Del E. Webb
Foundation, the new,
five-story healthcare cen-
ter in Sun City West
would be named the Del
E. Webb Memorial
Hospital.

On January 4, 1988, the
doors of Del E. Webb
Memorial Hospital
opened, thanks to gener-
ous community support
totaling over $9 million
that helped to fund con-
struction. Community
support, from volunteers
and donors alike has con-
tinued through the years
during each phase of
development, and it is as
vitally necessary today as
ever.

In recognition of spe-

cial community needs,
planning for Del E. Webb
Hospital also included
the introduction of an
inpatient, medical/psy-
chiatric program. The
SAGE (Support,
Adaptation, Growth and
Enrichment) Program
provides medical man-
agement of the cognitive-
ly impaired patient,
including assessing and
treatment.

In 1996, a demonstrat-
ed need for a cardiac
catheterization service
was recognized at Del E.
Webb Hospital. Today,
the cardiac catheteriza-
tion service complements
existing heart services
available at the Sun
Health Heart Center at
Boswell Hospital.

*See HOSPITAL, Page 36
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Accessorles
From Around The World

S WSS Southwest Home Furnishings at it’s Best
Warehouse Fumlture has everything for your home at Great Prices!

8175 N.W. Grand Ave

: Ys&_ 2 Blks South of Peoria on Grand
*
* R

623.878.8839

—— Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10AM-6PM e Sun. 1TAM-5PM
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Metamorphosis of a lizard

From cattle ranch to retirement community

By Diana
Shaughnessy
Independent
Newspapers

In early 1940, cattle
ranchers E.S. Spurlock
and J.C. “Charlie”
Wetzler drove through
an area several miles
north of Peoria.

“Jumpin’
Jehosaphat,” Mr.
Spurlock is rumored to
have said. “This coun-
try is not fit for raising
anything but lizards.”

Tradition says that is
how Lizard Acres, the
nickname of Circle One
Livestock Company,
came into being. Lizard
Acres was one of the
lots purchased to create
Sun City West. It was
purchased by the Del
Webb Corporation in
late 1971 and became
what is now the south-
east corner of the retire-
ment community cele-
brating its silver
anniversary this year.

Lizard Acres was an
1,800-acre cattle feed-
lot, owned by
Messieurs Spurlock and
Wetzler, and employing
Mark Gemmill as fore-
man. Mr. Gemmill, his
wife, Gloria, and their
infant son moved to the
ranch and built their
home at Lizard Acres,

Photo supplied by Sun Cities Area Historical Society

This is the sign that greeted visitors to the original

Lizard Acres, which eventually became part of Sun City
West. The Sun Cities Area Historical Society has infor-

mation about this early Arizona feediot.

one of three main hous-
es and a dozen trailers
that housed the 45
employees working
there at the ranch’s
peak.

Cattle were fed out
on 800 acres, while
corn, alfalfa, wheat,
vegetables and fruit
were grown on the
remaining 1,000 acres.
Grain sorghum, also
grown on the property,
became silage to further
fatten the cattle before
selling them to local
grocery stores for
butcher and sale. In its
30 years of operation,
Lizard Acres housed up

to 25,000 head at a
time.

Dick Mastin, who
worked for Del Webb
Corporation, had fond
memories of his deal-
ings with the Lizard
Acres ranchers. He
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Man of the Year, 1959

Charlie Wetzler, one of the owners of Lizard
Acres, came from a pioneering Arizona fami-
ly. His grandfather, I.LE. Solomon, founded
the Gila Valley Bank in 1899. The bank was
a forerunner of Valley National Bank, which
eventually became Bank One. Mr. Wetzler,
who worked cattle since 1920, was selected
Man of the Year in Arizona Agriculture in
1959 for his innovative farm design at Lizard

Acres.
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recalled Mr. Wetzler
climbing out of his
brand-new car with
boots covered in cow
manure. He also spoke
of moving dirt with “...
over 30 scrapers work-
ing to move 45,000
cubic yards of dirt,
some generated from
the demolition of
Lizard Acres.”

“I was sad when
workers demolished the
Gemmill house,” Mr.
Mastin said. “Coming
from a farming back-
ground, I knew how
much work it was.”

The Gemmill family
had lived in the Lizard
Acres house for 30
years before moving to
make room for the new
retirement community
of Sun City West.

The legacy remains:
three irrigation and two
domestic wells still provide
water for the community.
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Sun Health
Grandview
Care Center

WE CARE ABOUT YOUR CARE.

Whether helping you regain your independence, or working to
meet your current needs, we remain committed to providing quality care.
We offer a flexible range of options to meet your needs:

m RESIDENTIAL ASSISTED LIVING provides a catered lifestyle in
studio and 1-bedroom suites complete with kitchenettes & balconies.

®m MEDICAL ASSISTED LIVING offers a higher degree of assistance
than Residential Assisted Living.

® SKILLED NURSING services provide extensive nursing assistance
in everyday living.
® THE OPEN ARMS PROGRAM enhances the lives and experiences
of those with Alzheimer’s disease and related memory disorders.
Call today for information and a tour. 623.975.8107
14505 Granite Valley Drive, Sun City West, AZ 85375
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IT cAN BE A GRAND VIEW.

Let our crystal ball reveal Grandview Terrace as your
next retirement haven.

A premier senior living community, offering elegant
condominiums with splendid services and amenities.
Enjoy an active lifestyle of total independence now,
and know that your future needs will be met through
our excellent life-care programs.
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Briarwood Country Club

The jewel of Sun City West’s golfing and social community

With more sunny days
than almost any other
area of the country, it
‘makes sense that people
looking for some of the
best golf and active
lifestyle flock to the
Valley of the
Sun. The area is home
to hundreds of beautiful
golf courses, and many
communities have
embraced the sport as
their social centers.

One of these areas is
Sun City West, an
active adult community
located in the northwest
part of the valley with a
population of approxi-
mately 31,000. You will
find a total of nine golf
courses within the Sun
City West limits. Many
would agree that the
jewel of the
community is Briarwood
Country Club, a friendly,
adult, member-owned pri-
vate country club.

Briarwood is a pro-
gressive club and is
continually enhancing
the facility. The club-
house was recently
enhanced with a 2,000
square-foot glass-
enclosed multi-purpose
room. The Cactus Grill
is Briarwood’s club-
house restaurant, where
casual fare rivals any

Submitted photo

A friendly, member-owned private country club, Briarwood boasts a nine-hole course,
The Cactus Grill restaurant and several rooms that can accomodate the needs of

groups from 10 to 500.

highly successful bar
and grill-type chain
restaurant. It boasts an
outstanding executive
chef, in addition to two
executive sous chefs.
Daily specials and holi-
day menus, as well as
food and beverage for
special events are creat-
ed to delight the palates
of members and their
guests. The Grand
Canyon Room and sev-
eral smaller rooms can
be reserved for special
occasions meeting the
needs of groups from
10 to 500.

Golfing at Briarwood
Country Club is some-
thing of a dream. The
club does about 36,000
rounds of golf per year,

making playing a round
of golf simple for mem-
bers. In fact, Briarwood
plays only foursomes
and proprietary mem-
bers have access at will.
Most members have
their own golf carts,

which gives them the
ability to play as many
holes as they would like
at virtually any time.

Briarwood Country
Club is located at 20800
N. 135th Ave. in Sun
City West.

Submitted photo
Elegant dining is the norm at Briarwood's Cactus Grill.



Feb. - Nov. 2003

Sun City West Silver Celebration

Page 29

Flying the colors

When American Legion
Post 94 member Lloyd
Kilmer moved to Sun
City West from Omaha,
Neb. in 1986, he was told
the city “... had anything
anyone would want.” So
when the first national
holiday arrived, he told
his wife he was going to
take a walk to look at the
flags.

“I went up and down
R.H. Johnson Boulevard
and didn’t see a single
one,” he said.

That walk started a plan
in Mr. Kilmer’s mind, a
plan with a vision of flags
flying all along Sun City
West’s main thoroughfare.

The plan came to

fruition in 1987. After
discussing it with his
American Legion Post
and being asked to organ-
ize the project, Mr.
Kilmer contacted Arizona
Public Service to gain
permission to install flag
brackets onto Sun City
West lightpoles.

“APS had  never
received such a request,”
Mr. Kilmer recalled.
“There was quite a discus-
sion, but it was allowed.”

Funds to purchase the
original 100 flags were
received from individuals
and businesses. The flags
came from Sen. John
McCain, who made sure
they were flown over the

?f’dff&ﬁm
Sun City West

POST 94

nation’s capitol before
heading out to Sun City
West.

The original Boulevard
of Flags became a reality
on President’s Day, 1988.
Five additional holidays,
including Flag Day,
Memorial Day, Fourth of

A PROJECT OF
AMERICAN LEGION § B

B Sun City West, Flag
City U.S.A as pro-
claimed by
Governor Rose
Mofford.

Photo by Bret McKean
Independent Newspapers

July, Labor Day and
Veterans Day, also were
designated as flag-flying
occasions. Gov. Rose
Mofford recognized Sun
City West as a Flag City
U.S.A., and for awhile

*See FLAGS, Page 37
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& Weight Management & Support
& Herbs, Essential Oils, Vitamins

# Lifestyle Analysis & Nutritional
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12213 W. Bell Road, #116
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Visit our website at:
www.mustardseedherbary.com

Y/

%‘,

1-800-682-1192
Ext. 2022

For A FREE
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For FREE...Over
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Win a new 2003 Buick
and a cruise for two

ets.

win.

Tickets are on sale to win a special edi-
tion 2003 Buick Le Sabre from Bromm
Buick and a luxury cruise for two from
Holland America. The tickets are $50 each
or 3 for $100 and may be obtained by call-
ing Ticket Chairman Tom Taggart at (623)
584-7235. We are glad to accept your cash,
check, or credit card for the drawing tick-

A maximum of 3,000 tickets will be sold.
The drawing will be held on Oct. 25, 2003

Above, Ed Hunt, far right, of Bromm Buick  at the Welk Personalities Concert at the
and anniversary officials Tom Taggart and
Joe Davison hold tickets for chances to
win the 2003 Buick Le Sabre, donated by
Bromm Buick for the Sun City West Silver
Celebration. Below, the winning ticket?

Sundome. Winners need not be present to

Your 2003 Buick includes 500 gallons of
gasoline from Mike’s Union 76 at Boswell [, = L
and Bell roads, and 60 free car washes fom pee H jermstad, right,
Super Wash on Camino Del Sol.

The cruise package also includes round- the Holland American Line
trip ariport transportation and airfare Ship captain for the Silver
donated by Ford Travel.

Arizona Audlology & Hearing

Associdtes, Inc.

The Hearing Care Provider
That Puts You First

623-214-8085

« Professional Care by
Audiologist
* Wax Removal &
Maintenance
* Quality Hearing Aids At
Affordable Prices
* Repairs & Maintenance On
All Makes Of Hearing Aids
* Assistive Listening Devices ~ SusanFowler  Amit Gosalia
» Major Credit Cards Corlod Cirical  Cinea Ferow

& Dispensing Audiologist
Accepted Audiologist

Meeker Medical &
Dental Building

13925 W. Meeker Blvd. Ste. 17 « Sun City West

accepts cruise tickets from

Celebration drawing.

Tony & s»wcmm |
We Specialize in “Fine Hair”
Shear/Razor Cuts, Perms, Color, Highlights & Up-Do’s
We Now Offer Permanent Cosmetics
NEW CLIENT SPECIAL
Mention this ad when you schedule your

appointment to get a FREE PEDICURE when you
purchase a haircut & style at regular price

SONG’'S SALON

"= 584-6588
< 584-0344

= 13606 W. Camino Del Sol
In the Palms West Center » Sun City West
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Remember the Sllver Celebratlon

Silver Bells

A beautiful engraved
silver commemorative
bell designed for Sun

City West’'s 25th
Anniversary stands 5
inches high and is 3.2
inches at the base. It
boasts a lovely golden
bow and a silvery cord
for hanging.

The bells will be avail-
able for sale at the Feb.
15 Birthday Parties and
at most Silver
Celebration events
throughout the year. But
hurry, as quantities are
limited. The cost of each
bell (including tax) is $11
and all proceeds go to the
R. H. Johnson Library.

Lapel Pins
Alovely enameled lapel pin celebrating Sun City
West’s 25th anniversary is now available. The pins
will be sold at all Silver Celebration Events and
may be purchased by calling the Pin Chair Sallie
Dykman at (623) 975-3479. Pins are $3 each.

Silver Celebration Cookbooks

Hundreds of Sun City

West residents submit-

W ted their favorite

2 TREASURED M recipes for inclusion in
& a beautiful cookbook

RECIPES for the 25th
Celebrating the Anniversary of our
community. Copies

& 250 Anniversary of
&  SunCity West 8

will be available for
sale at the Feb. 15
Birthday Parties at
Palm Ridge and the
Social Hall. The books
are $10 each.

Please note: No
Recreation Center
funds are being used
for the 25th Silver
Celebration events or
activities. All monies
are donated by spon-
sors or are being raised
through the sale of the
bells and car/cruise
drawing tickets.

Commerative cachet st

The stamp section of the
Sun City West Coin and
Stamp Club, in concert
with the celebration of the
25th Anniversary of Sun
City West, has made avail-
able commemorative
envelopes with a cachet. The multi-colored cachet
envelopes go on sale Feb. 15 for $2 at Palm Ridge Rec
Center, 13800 W. Deer Valley Drive, and R.H. Johnson
Social Hall, 19803 R.H. Johnson Blvd. It will be spe-
cially cancelled dated Feb. 15 to coincide with the
kick-off celebration.

By tne
Sun City West Coim & Stamp Ciub

High Tea :
at Briarwood ¢

Reserve your seat ore
table now for the May-
15 High Tea at-
Briarwood Country'
Club. This elegant event?
in honor of the 25ths
Anniversary of Sun City s
West is limited to 240:
guests. ‘

Tickets are $30 each or'
$240 for a table of eight. 5
Please make checkss
payable to SCW 25th-
Anniversary and send-
them to: 13940 W. '
Meeker Blvd., Suite:
115-182, Sun City West, s
AZ 85375. Call thee
Event  Chair DeeE
Hjermstad at (623) 584-¢
5591. S
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History Book of
Sun City West

By Feb. 15, copies of a
new 320-page history
book, “The Sun City
West Silver Celebration,
1978-2003” will be
available. This history
project was initiated by
the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society and
written by a number of
long-time residents and
history buffs. The book
details the inception and
development of the com-
munity by the Del Webb
Corp. and its visionaries.
It will be sold for $12
at the Birthday Parties,
or by calling Ed Allen at
(623) 975-1815.
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Taking PRIDE in Sun City West

By D.H. Horton

Sun City West was
established in 1978, and
residents started moving
in to the development in
1979. The streets were
not even finished when a
handful of residents
decided the main boule-
vards needed some atten-
tion.

Sun City West PRIDES
Particular Residents
Involved Doing
Environmental Services
was established with the
express purpose of aiding
the public and, to be more
specific, the Maricopa
County Highway
Department, in the main-
tenance of public areas of
county streets and high-

Submitted photo

Over 300 volunteers make up PRIDES.

ways within Sun City
West.

A preliminary meeting
was held Feb. 24, 1982.
Representatives from the
Property Owners and
Residents  Association
and a representative from
the Recreation Centers,
plus interested volun-

Sun City West Resident

The Lea Archer Team

4 Licensed REALTORS® to Serve You

Lea Archer

Member RE/MAX Platinum Club

Direct 623-640-8008
Toll Free 800-357-6331
www.LeaArcher.com
E-mail: Lea@LeaArcher.com

Since 1999

The “Lea Archer Team” supports the
Phoenix Children’s Hospital with
donations from every commission paid

Call for a FREE
Competitive Market

Analysis of Your
Home!

REMEX
Achievers
12211 W. Bell Rd., #107 [

Dz,
Surprise, AZ 85374 z 1@:‘
Lorpp®

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

teers, were in attendance.
This resulted in an orga-
nizational meeting held
March 8, 1982, at which
Joan Barnett was elected
president. Articles of
Incorporation were adopt-
ed and officially
approved May 5, 1982.
Del E. Webb

Corporation donated a
1978 Ford van and agreed
to pay for the first six
months of insurance. The
corporation also donated
miscellaneous tools.
Originally, 50 volunteers
cleaned 11.2 miles of
streets. The equipment
swelled to two Ford vans,
one safety golf cart, one
spray wagon, two utility
cars and two golf cars.
MCHD donated safety
vests, trash bags, gloves,
cones and additional
tools. Eight patrolling
sections were established.

PRIDES now patrol 15
sections and cover over
22 miles of county roads
im Sun City West with

*See PRIDES, Page 37
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“At Lakeside Florist we pride ourselves on the quality
of our products and our service to our customers.”.
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From golf carts to patrol cars

SCW Posse has come a long way in 24 years

By Jeremy Pearlman
Independent Newspapers

The Sheriff’s Posse of
Sun City West has come
a long way since its
inception in 1979,

While the organization
now totes a small fleet of
patrol cars, a brick and
mortar headquarters and
a state of the art commu-
nication system, things
were not always this way.

During the early days,
the organization’s head-
quarters was a living
room or a garage until
the Del Webb Corp. gave
the Posse a trailer to
work out of — located
just outside the commu-
nity’s border. In 1987,
the group got its current
digs at the Sun City West
Foundation Building, but
after many years of hard
work.

In the organization’s
formative years, Posse
members wore yellow
jumpsuits while patrolling
the community in their
own cars or golf carts.

“We used (citizen
band) radios in the begin-
ning to communicate
with one another,” said
Duty Officer Neal
Coffman. A former Posse
commander, Mr.
Coffman has been volun-
teering with the Posse
since its formation.

“What we did in the
early days was to estab-
lish four duty officers

that each individually
took one week and was
on duty 24 hours a day
for seven days,” Mr.
Coffman added.

If the Maricopa County
Sheriff’s Office needed
assistance, they would
call the duty officer at
home.

“When the duty officer
was on patrol, they
would leave the CB radio
at home so that if we got
a call from MCSO, our
wives could call us,” Mr.
Coffman said. “I would
receive calls at 1 or 2
a.m. sometimes.”

Although many things
have changed over the
years for the Posse, its
main purpose has not
waned, according to Mr.
Coffman.

*“We protect and we
serve the community,”

Mr. Coffman said. “Our
primary function at the
beginning was crime pre-
vention.We’ve grown
from (that) and added so
many different services,
like block watch and
traffic control.”

Working under the aus-
pices of the MCSO, the
Posse patrols the com-
munity, acting as the
“eyes and ears” of the
MCSO.

In addition, the Posse
conducts traffic control,
checks homes for vaca-
tioning residents, watch-
es homes for individuals
rushed to the hospital,
helps locate lost residents
and provides other assis-
tance to the MCSO and
the community.

Today the Posse has
some 40 duty officers in
charge of individual

Photo by Bill Flocks/Sun City West Posse
Posse members salute their community in this group photo taken during the summer
of 2002.

shifts and numerous
other volunteers helping
the Posse patrol Sun City
West’s streets 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year.

Operated completely
by volunteers, the Posse
is funded through com-
munity-based donations
and money earned by
providing traffic control
at local events.

The Posse provides an
invaluable service to the
community, according to
Zoe Schreibman, the
Posse’s public informa-
tion officer.

“Because of the Posse,
people feel safe ... to
walk at night and feel
comfortable in their
homes,” Mrs.
Schreibman said.

For more information
about the Posse, call 584-
5808.
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Years
of Basking
in the Sun

Wishing you many more years of “fun-in-the-
sun,” EPOCH Assisted Living of Sun City West
congratulates the Sun City West community for
being the ray of sunlight in the lives of so many
seniors these past 25 years.

Sun City West, the premier community for
independent, active seniors providing “everything
under the sun,” offers everything a small town
has from banks to places of worship and

everything in between.

EPOCH Assisted Living of Sun City West is
centrally located within Sun City West. Residents
of EPOCH have access to all of the amenities
available to Sun City West residents including:
* Four Recreation Centers
* Swimming Pools
* Indoor & Outdoor Walking Tracks

and Sports Pavilions
e Library
* Golf

Sun City West Silver Celebration
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EPOCH offers residents and their families the
security of knowing help and assistance is
available 24 hours a day. Residents come and go
as they like, while enjoying the privacy of their
own apartment along with the many available
amenities including: three fabulous meals
prepared daily by a chef, individualized custom
programs of care, a varied recreational program,

transportation, housekeeping, and help available
at the push of a button.

For those residents who require memory support,
EPOCH’s BRIDGES® Program offers a safe,
secure environment developed specifically for
those who need a more structured and supportive
atmosphere.

For more information about EPOCH Assisted
Living of Sun City West, or to schedule a
personal visit, call (623) 584-2338.
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EQUAL HOUSIG
OPPORTUNITY

o D

L 1NA TSN 6
of Sun City West

13810 W. Sandridge Drive ® Sun City West, AZ 85375 e www.epochsl.com

THE

RESIDENCE OF CHOICE FOR SENIORS
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The library was estab-
lished in October, 1979
and today houses more
than 45,000 items.
Books, serials, video
and audio tapes are all
available for check-out
by Sun City West REc
Center Association
members.

A valid Rec Card is
your ticket to the world
of information offered
by the professional staff
and resident volunteers
of the R.H Johnson
Library. Both an in-
house computer access

(OPAC) and traditional
card catalog make find-
ing just the right read-
ing material easy.

The library is a part
of the Recreation
Centers of Sun City
West and the building,
staff, and utilities are
paid by the Recreation
Division. Librarian
Marcia Lea has provid-
ed leadership to her
staff and the many
library volunteers for
more than 16 years.

The library is also
supported by a char-

The origi-
nal draw-
ing of the
R.H.
Johnson
Library
shows the
distinctive
clock
tower.

TR

tered club known as
Friends of the Library.
The Friends’ fund-rais-
ing programs include
Thursday Nite Movies
at Stardust Theatre, an
annual fund drive, and
book sales held
throughout the year.
These help to defray

Page 35
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The R.H. Johnson Library,
with its clock tower and
chimes, is the most recog-
nized building in Sun City
West. Located at the corner
of R.H. Johnson and Meeker
boulevards, the facility is
open year-round, Tuesday-
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4
p-m.

Photo by Diana Shaughnessy
Independent Newspapers
the cost of purchasing
new materials for the
Library.

During summer and
school-vacation periods,
the library offers Story
Time sessions for visit-
ing grandchildren on
designated Thursdays
from 10 to 10:30 a.m.

Photo by Diana Shaughnessy/Independent Newspapers
A Sun City West resident chooses a book from the
library’s extensive collection.
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Hospital
Continued from Page 23

Cardiac services were
further enhanced at Del
E. Webb Hospital in
2001 with the addition of
percutaneous translumi-
nal coronary angioplasty
(PTCA) and stenting
services that open
blocked heart arteries.
Original plans for Del
E. Webb Hospital called
for the introduction of
obstetrical care as soon
as the service was war-
ranted and feasible. A
decade later, it became
apparent that it was time
to introduce this care; it
was added as part of the
$46.5 million expansion
that began in 2000. The
entire area was experi-
encing rapid growth, and
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it was necessary to keep
pace with the communi-
ties’ growing needs.

The focal point of the
new patient tower was
the Louisa Kellam
Center for Women’s
Health, offering special-
ized care for women of
all ages. The Nesting
Place Obstetrical Suites
opened on Feb. 2, 2002
with the birth of twin
boys. The continuing
baby boom made it nec-
essary to put the entire
16-suite unit into use
ahead of schedule in the
fall of 2002.

In addition to new
acute-care beds, the
expansion enlarged the
Emergency Department,
added Urgent Care and
enlarged other vital serv-
ices such as clinical labo-

PREHAB - .e:0n

Helping Families ... Changing Lives.

®
@ J

RiverboatB"

18300 W Bell Road ~ Surprise, AZ
All Proceeds and Donations Benefit the
Fannhes, Adults and Youth in our Domestic Violence,

ratory, pharmacy and
medical imaging.

The hospital now has a
total of 246 inpatient
beds after adding 80 pri-
vate acute-care beds, 12
new critical-care beds
and converting semipri-
vate rooms to private
rooms. Emergency
Department availability
expanded from 15 to 23
beds including a dedicat-
ed urgent-care area to
reduce non-emergency
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patients’ waiting times.
Population growth in the
area has continued at
such a rate that another
40 beds will be added in
October 2003.

As Del E. Webb
Memorial Hospital cele-
brates its 15th anniver-
sary in January 2003,
west Valley communities
are celebrating the avail-
ability of comprehensive,
quality healthcare servic-
es for people of all ages.

ﬂﬁi’%m*__

This view of
the hospital
shows the
Louisa
Kellam
Center for
Women's
Health,
which
opened Feb.
2, 2002.

e

A Tradition
of Trust

Carl Lucas

Certified Estate Planner

Lucas Estate Planning

13912 W Stardust Blvd., Suite 117
Sun City West, AZ 85375
623-556-2933

‘s‘ Homeless Shelters and Youth Homes.
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» Individual and Family Trust Planning
» Estate Tax Elimination or Reduction
» Wealth and Estate Transfer Planning
* Asset Preservation and Protection

* Tax-Free |RA Distribution Planning

= Planning for Long Term Care
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ESTATE PLANNING

Call For a Complimentary One Hour
Confidential Estate Plan Review.
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Flags

Continued from Page 29

this sign stood at the
entrance of Sun City
West.

“The program met
with great success,” Mr.
Kilmer said. “As Sun
City West continued to
develop, we thought it
might be a good idea to
continue the flag row
by adding a Memorial
Boulevard of Flags,
made up entirely of cas-
ket flags.”

Casket flags are given
to families losing a
loved one during a war.
“We were hoping to
receive 35 or 40 flags,”
he said. “We ended up
with over 200 people
volunteering  casket

flags from the Spanish-
American War, World
War I, World War II,
the Korean War and the
Vietnam War. Some of
the flags only had 48
stars.”

A year or two later, Sun
City West had five miles of
flags flown on each of the
six mentioned holidays.
Since that time, Pearl
Harbor Day and 9-11 have
been added to the list.

“It is quite a signifi-
cant job,” Mr. Kilmer
said. “It takes four
teams of men to raise
and lower the flags on
those days.”

Those interested in
donating a flag may con-
tact Post Commander
Harold E. Stern, 546-
8165.

PRIDES Continued from Page 32

approximately 300 volunteers. MCHD still fur-
nishes safety vests, trash bags, gloves, cones and
tools. The inventory shows 22 utility carts, power
tools, computers and miscellaneous tools.
Financial assistance comes from donations by resi-
dents, businesses and clubs.

The Sun City Foundation Cameron Center hous-
es two garages full of PRIDES equipment needed
for their work, which includes landscape trimming,
painting of citrus tree trunks, picking up trash with-
in the work area, taking care of irrigation systems
and other incidental work. PRIDES works under
the Maricopa County Adopt a Highway Program.

Regular business meetings are held the third
Saturday of each month, 9 a.m. in the winter and 8
a.m. in the summer, in the Del Webb room at the
Sun City West Foundation Cameron Center, 14465
R.H. Johnson Blvd. Approximately 160 volunteers
attend and enjoy the coffee and donuts furnished by
the Sundome Merchants Association.

PRIDES are dedicated senior citizens ranging in
ages from 55 to 90 who enjoy their public service.

& Accessories Too!

Come & Check Out Our New
Preferred Customer Program

i Hear Ye,

Hear Ye!

I
I
i Sun City West
I

Turns 25 Years Old In 2003! !

---------------------------

E And To Celebrate, We Are Offering 25%
Off Any 1 Regular or Sale Priced Item,
Up To 50% Of Original Price

I
:
I
1
: Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12-15-03
|
I
I

Fashions For You & Accessories Too!
Sundome Plaza » 13539 W. Camino de! Sol » Sun City West
623-584-5801

--------------------------

Sundome Plaza * 13539 W. Camino del Sol * Sun City West

623-584-5801

Fashions For You...Now That’s Shopping

CROWN
INC.

HIR
SHUTTERS

In Less Than a Month
Approved Professional Installers

Carpet & Furniture Cleaning « Flooring
& Window Coverings

COMPETITIVE PRICES ON ALL
HunterDouglas

FAS HIONS S

Luminette®
Silhouette®
Duette®

623-979-5855

13641 W. Camino del Sol « Sun City West

ROC #150139-K-08

WIlNDOW
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ASU’s Sundome Center

for the Performing Arts

The Sundome Center
for the Performing Arts is
the university’s cultural
magnet for the West
Valley. It is a gateway to
theater, music and dance
for hundreds of thou-
sands of Valley residents.

Since 1980, the
Sundome has staged per-
formances for the fast-
growing —but often cul-
turally underserved —
West Valley. As the com-
munities neighboring the
Sundome grow and flour-
ish, the theater’s pro-
gramming has diversified
to serve multiple age
groups.

The result is a facility
that attracts more and
more interest and
involvement from its sur-
rounding communities
with each passing year.

ASU’s Sundome Center
for the Performing Arts
offers reserved parking
spaces for patrons with
disabilities, seating areas
for patrons using wheel-
chairs and accessible
restrooms. The Sundome
provides infrared audio
equipment upon request.

As a member of the
Sundome, you will
receive a number of spe-
cial benefits exclusively
designed to increase your
enjoyment of the
Sundome:

» Advanced Program
Notice: The Sundome, as

an ASU-operated facility,
has access

to performers and pro-
grams that are second to
none. As a Sundome
Performing Arts
Association member, you
will receive advance
notification of all
Sundome-sponsored pro-
grams and events.

* Sundome Newsletter,
published three times a
year, provides a calender
of events, behind-the-
scenes reports of
Sundome happenings,
articles about Sundome
staff and volunteers, and
many newsworthy topics
of interest to Sundome
patrons.

* Priority Ticket
Purchase: Whether you
purchase single or sub-
scription tickets, as
a SPAA member you will
be given a first priority
urchase opportunity at
the Sundome for avail-
able seats and seating
upgrades.

* Priority Seating: As a
member at the Executive
Club or President’s Club
level, you will enjoy pri-
ority seating purchase
opportunities for ASU
Public Events sponsored
program at other ASU
venues—including
Gammage Auditorium in
Tempe.

* Club Benefits: As a
SPAA member at the

The Sundome is a familiar landmark in Sun City West.

Director’s Club,
Executive Club and
President’s Club levels,
you’ll enjoy reserved
parking at Sundome
sponsored events; oppor-
tunities to meet celebri-

ties & performers, and
invitations to special
events.

To order tickets,call
623-975-1900 Fax: 623-
584-7405.

eneration
We can help you

Fight Back!

Prevent, slow or even halt
spinal degeneration
through regular
evaluation and treatment

MJ StemeicH-King D.C.
- Chiropractic Physician
Frank W. Gipowski D.C.
= Chiropractic Physician

Sun City West
Manipulative
Medicine
SCW Professional Building
13540 Camino del Sol, Suite #8
623-584-1726
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Oct. 15, 2003
Lawrence Welk
Personalities at the
Sundome. Drawing for
the 2003 Buick and
cruise for two during
intermission

Sundome Center for the Performing Arts
19403 R H. Johnson Boulevard
Sun City West, Arizona 55375

Dear Friends:

I!_ diean’t seem possible that ten years have gone by
since my Musicnl Fomily and [ helped dedicate
¥aur beautiful Sundome in September of 1985! |
k‘naw that sume of my “kids” will be with you on
A;pxember I2h as you celvbmie your F0ih
Girthday, and I just wisk | could be thers ton,

.‘wfmn wonderfui, wonderful 10th b(dixdﬁy m‘ﬂ\"‘
with many, many more to come. ’ '

Musically yours,

Lm0 OTHE

Lawreno: Wolk

-—

Qlllllttitiitininnanaee
THE GELLEY GROUP

Steve Gelle
Horse Property Specialist

NOW SERVING
BEER & WINE

¢ Sun West Plaza * 13930 Camino del Sol
. (Camino del Sol & Meeker across from Post Office)
| Hours: Mon-Fri 11am to 8pm

Sat 4pm to 8pm = Closed Sunday

Expanded Menu - Expanded Restaurant

Come Celebrate Sun City West's
29th Anniversary With Us!
_Every Monday Night

Patricia Fox _

Buyer Assoc. _

Amy Gelley
ABR, CRS,
GRI, SRES

The FULL TIME, PROFESSIONAL real estate team!

e Senior Real Estate Specialists
® Accredited Buyer Representatives

623-584-1276 * 1-800-956-4293

Dz, o

ACHIEVERS

(LLLLLLL L L L L

£/

We use the latest in technology to market
and service our clients

.s @ www.ArizonaHome-Land.com @E
AN N A AN AR AN AN NN NN NN NN NN

623-584-1739

¥ Visit us on our website; www.Rosies.Biz B> 4

CLLLLLLLLL L L L L LY
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CONGRATULATIONS SUN CITY WEST
ON YOUR 25TH ANNIVERSARY

We List Them,
Market Them,
Promote Them
and Sell Them!

In other words, "We MOVE 'Em!"

In 2001...

* we helped 1.868 of our sellers sell . . .

* we also helped 1,596 of our buyers buy . . .
* all together we helped 3.464 families move on to their new home.

On average that's a successful transaction every 2 hours and 40 minutes.

KEN MEADE REALTY...

* is one of the Top Ten Real Estate Companies in Arizona.

* is ranked as one of the most successtul brokerage firms in North America

So Please remember. . . ..
Whether you are thinking of buying or selling your home Ken Meade Realty is the

I
Call Any Time

Call Any Office *x RN * *

977-1776  584-1776 MEADE
974-1776  584-1844 REALTY

L MLS @ The Reconunended Realtor KENMEADE. BROKER
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Jim DeHart CRED’T UH'OH Tom Shipe

Chairman President/CEO

We Were Here From
The Start...

Serving your Family
and Community!

We built our reputation in the community on
convenience, speed and great rates on savings
Marie Stehmer accounts and loans of all types. David Flagg
Vice Chairman Whatever your need - a new or used car or Director
truck, a home improvement loan, recreation
vehicle, extra funds for a cruise or vacation,
debt consolidation, holiday needs or amy
need - we’ve got it.

And, we’ve got lots of ways for you to reach
us. You can come into our office, or call us
during regular business hours. You can also
reach us 24 hours a day, seven days a week on
the world wide web, or make deposits by ‘

W.T. Sellner mail or ATM. Use whatever method is easiest Dick McComb

Treasurer f 0 eoral ber! Secretary

or you. Once a member always a member!

Sun Country
W a Ab Credit Union is
mmmm CRRUS. W8 * Account access at over 60 branches Proud to be an

/

4 1 : . 5 Equal Housing
S]'m‘_i.‘ = statewide - over 900 nationwide. Lender.

* Look for the Credit Union “Swirl” € ool

VISA Classic and GOLD credit o Check our web site or call 888-287-9475  BALRLVR (o]0
cards and VISA Check Card,

By Notionol Credit Umion Admnisiration

accepted world wide. for a shared branch nearest you. AUS. Gorermment Agency

19436 North R. H. Johnson Blvd., Sun City West, AZ 85375
623-975-2100 www.suncountry.org

IF YOU LIVE, WORK OR WORSHIP IN THE WEST VALLEY YOUR ELGIBLE TO JOIN!




Achievers
Realty

623-583-3860

Each Office Independently Owned And Operated

Serving Sun City West Since 1993

)
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Sherryleeteam@cox.net

SherryLee.net




