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The Hecn:ation Cen
ten, of Sun City West's 
Adn11nhtrat1ve · Offices. 
incluclilll!, '.\kmber Ser · 
, !CL'S. \\'I II bl' close cl Ju I) 
4 tor I nclepl'nclence Oay. , 

Re-,iclents ncechng 
guest rnrds a re asked 
to ll,t:t I hem in advance 
from Memhl'r Services. 
Gue-,1 l',1rcb may be pur · 
cha-,l'd Julv -l from lhl' 
Spun-, l'avilion ii neces· 
sarv The Sports Pa\'lllon 
wili ht· open from 9 a.m. 
to 3 pm. July 4 . 

Tlw a-,-,ocia11on·s rec
reat1011 t l'llll'r'> ,111d -,e,·en 
~oil loursl's ,, ill he open 
tht·ir regular -,chcclules 
on on the holiday. 

The library and Vil· 
!age Store will be closed 
Julv -l. The library will 
be upe n re~ular hours. 9 
a.in. to 4 p .111 .. July 5. 

The Village Store Is 
closed on Saturdays In 
July. 

BEARDSLE~Y __ ~s~cw INDEPENDENT 

Fitness 
Center at 

Beardsley 
close 
STAFF Rf PORT 

The fitness Center 
at Beardsley Recreation 
Center will close today so 
work can begin on a new 
$755.000 fitness center 
that will double the size 
of the existing facility. 

The rest of the recre
allon center at 12755 w 
~carclsley Road. inclucl ~ 
mg the Aquatics Build
ing and Ans and Crafts 
Building. will remain 
open f~r now The Aquat 
ics Budding i expected 
to c lose at a later date as 
c:on:;l1 lll'lior. niu\T:, lot 
ward. 

A new 3.000 square
foot fitness center ts be
Ing built as part of the 
fourth and f1nal phase of 
the Beardslev renovallon 
projl'l'I. 01iier phases 
rnclucled renovatrng the 
Arts and Crafts Building 
and the Aquatics Build
ing . 
. Construction ot the 

fitness cen ter is ex
pected lo lc1s1 about s ix 
m onths. and residents 
are encouraged to use 
any of the other three 
fitness cen ters (Kuentz 
R.11 . Johm,on and Pal~ 
Ridge) clunng l'Oll'itruc
tton . 

JUNE 2008 



VF sew Rec ·Centers May 9, 2007 SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT 

Recreation centers to be smoke-free 
SCW board 
OKs new policy 

By Matt Loeschman 
Independent Newspapers 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West are in line w ith the 
Smoke Free Arizona Act. 

At its April 24 regular meeting, 
the RCSCW governing board 
approved Policy FaS, establishing a 
smoke free environment inside all 
RCSCW facilities and other areas. 

"We had always had a policy 
prohibiting indoor smoking, but 
w hat this did was clarify some 
issues and also add stipulations," 
explained RCSCW Board President 
Ronni Hoover "This gets us in 
compliance with the act that took 

Related link 
www.rcscw.com 

effect at midnight on May I." 
According to RCSCW docu

mentation, the policy's purpose 
was to ensure the association is in 
compliance with the Smoke Free 
Arizona Act (ARS 36-601 .01). The 
act took effect last week and bans 
smoking in most public places 
across the state. 

"You will notice that no smok
ing signs are up in all the facilities," 
Ms. Hoover added. "We are follow
ing the new law." 

The policy contains three main 
subsections: 

• Smoking is not permitted 111 

any indoor area of any building 

owned, operated or maintained by 
theRCSCW; 

• Smoking is not allowed with
in any fenced outside areas adja
cent to the association's swimming 
pools; 

• Smoking is not permitted 
w ithin 25 feet of any major 
entrance to or exit from any 
RCSCW facilities or fenced outside 
areas adjacent to swimming pools. 

In addition, smoking rules were 
created relating to the association's 
softball and racquet facilities. The 
policy can be viewed at 
www.rcscw.com. 

When the item was first 
reviewed three months ago, Direc
tor Marty Bell said the goal was 
compliance with state laws and 
catering to member's health. 

"A lot of people have raised the 

question about how smoking is 
negatively affecting their health," 
Mr Bell told the board. 

Documentation states "the 
association desires to provide as 
healthy and pleasant an environ
ment as possible for the residents 
and staff." 

Mr. Bell said the new policy 
would also help keep RCSCW 
buildings clean. 

Resident Jim Wise believes the 
board is taking a positive step. 

" I've never really been too both
ered by the smoking, but it's good 
to have a firm policy in place," he 
said. "We should be allowed to r 
breathe freely at the rec centers." 1 Post your opinions in the Public I 

Issues Forums at newszap.com. 
News Edilor Matt loeschman I 
can be reached at 97u;101 or I 

mloeschman@newszap.com. I 

I 



VF sew Beardsley Rec Center Daily News Sun 

Stage set for new pavilion at ·_Beardsley 

Artist's rendering of the performance pavilion to be built at Beardsley Rec
reation Center in Sun City West. 

STAFF REPORT 

The Recreation Centers of Sun City West will 
debut a new performance pavilion at Beardsley 
Recreation Center later this year. 

The large pavilion will replace the older and 
much s_maller gazebo that has seen little use in 
recent years because its railings obstruct the 
audience's view and the small size is prohibitive 
for most acts. · 

· The old gazebo will be tom down in the next 
few weeks and a concrete pad for the new pavil
ion will be poured. The new structure should 
be completed before the year's end .. 

The pavilion will be 36 feet across, 28 feet 
deep and 18 feet tall at the peak. There Is an 
option to add a light bar at the front to elimi
nate the need for temporary lighting. 

The new pavilion will be at ground level, so it 
will not require safety railings and will provide 
a better sightline for all audiences. 

· The pavilion also will eliminate· the need for 
temporary stages to accommodate acts such as 
the Four Fre_shmen. . I 

Aug 15, 2006 



SATURDAY, APRIL 30, AND SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2005 

MOWE J. NOl't'UIOAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Beardsley Recreation Center ponds will be filled in and 
replaced with desert landscaping after leakage problems and 
cracked bases were found. 

VY 

DAILY NEWS-SUN 

; Leakage issues 
·damages 
Beardsley ponds 
AMANDA MYERS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Residents can say goodbye 
to the pond at the Beardsley 
Recreation Center. 

The Recreation Centers of 
Sun City West board voted 
unanimously Thursday to 
replace the pond with desert 
landscaping, citing increasing 
problems with the structure. 

Board member Randy 
Fuller said the Properties 
Committee met March 8 and 
voted 4-3 to fill in the pond at 
Beardsley due to "problems 
associated with the area." 
These problems Include a 
cracked base, water leakage 
and a pumping apparatus in 
disrepair, said Board Presi
dent Ray Caldwell. 

Additionally, Caldwell said, 
the location and depth of the 

pond violates county ordi
nances. For bodies of water 
deeper than 18 inches, which 
Beardsley pond Is, the county 
requires a fence surrounding 
it. 

·we would have to rebuild 
the whole thing." sald Cald
well, adding that would cost 
·a lot of money." 

The work will be performed 
in-house, ~ald Fuller, by rec
reation center employees. The 
exact date of the renovation 
ls undetermined. 

One resident at Thursday's · 
meeting spoke out against 
the board's decision, saytng 
that there was "entirely too · 
much desert landscaping" as 
it was. 

Amanda Myers may be 
reached at 876-2513 or 
amyers@aztrtb.com. 
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Beardsley renovation on track 
RCSCW anticipates more work at center 

.The construction has so far 
caused little disruption to mem
bers but the entire recreation 
center will be shut down for 
about two weeks beginning Aug. 
2 while workers make plumbing 
connections and add two new 
handicapped bathrooms, he 
said. 

By Cecilia Chan 
Independent Newspapers 

Come September there w ill 
be a lot more elbow room at the 
Beardsley Recreation Center for 
club members like John Erbach. 

The Recreation Centers of 
Sun City West is renovating the 
17,959-square-foot facility on 
Beardsley Drive to the tune of 
$1.2 million. The project 
includes the addition of two, 
1,800-square-foot rooms to the 
Arts and Crafts building and 
mechanical upgrades to the 
aquatics area such as a new filter 
system. 

" I think it's necessary," said 
Mr. Erbach, a retired carpenter 
and Clay Club member for 14 
years. "There's not enough room 
for everybody. We needed it for a 
long time." 

At times, members arriving to 

the two rooms set aside for the 
Clay Club would find it packed 
and have to turn around and go 
home, he said. 

The project has been on the 
drawing board since 1999, 
according to General Manager 
Mike Whiting in an update to the 
RCSCW Governing Board meet
ing last week. 

"The Beardsley Center is get
ting older and needed to be fLX," 
he said. "Most of the $1.2 million 
is going for the refurbishing o f 
the existing facility. " 

Construction, which began in 
April, is expected to be complet
ed by early September. 

The club, with about 234 
members, will move from its 
cramped quarters into one of t11e 
new rooms and the remaining 
room will be a generic room for 
future expansion, said Larry Grif
fith, RCSCW project manager. 

Beardsley is the second oldest 
of the four recreation centers at 
Sun City West and is heavily uti
lized by senior citizens with dis
abilities, Mr. Griffith said. 

"We are set up for it," he said. 
"We have extra long ladders, 
long ramps into the pool and 
handicapped railing." 

Mr. Griffith said a fourth phase 
is planned for Beardsley, which 
includes the addition of two new 
fitness rooms to the aquatics 
area, work on the pool deck, 

See Renovation - Page 3 
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SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT 

Independent Newspapers/Cecilia Chan 
Clay Club member John Erbach comes to the Beardsley 
Recreation Center four days a week to work on his art p ieces. 
The club will move to a much-needed larger room when ren
ovations are completed this fall. 

Renovation $450,000 and $475,000. 
No other major construction 

projects are on the books for the 
2004-05 year, Mr. Griffith said. 

keeping up with the facilities we 
now have." 

Continued From Page 1 
new carpet and exterior aesthet
ics to the building. 

The three-month project will 
start once funding is i11 place, hr 
said. The cost for the last leg of Ill(' 
project is estimated at between 

But there is talk i11 the future 
about adding two 111orc racquet
ball courts and building a larger 
pro ~llop at the Stardust Golf 
Co111sv, he said. 

"We ore pretty 111ucll buill out 
here." Ile said . ··we ate 111ai11ly 

The development of Sun City 
West was complete in 1997 and 
boasts 31,000 residents. 

Post your comments on this 
issue at newsblog.info/0302 

News editor Cecilia Chan can 
br reached at 972-610 I or 
ccha, 1(u 11ewszap.com 

sew 
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BEARDSLEY: Renovations embrace Spanish theme 

STEVE CHERNEK/DAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

Larry Griffith, project manager for the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City West, tries to unlock the door to the China Painters 
club room at the north end of Beardsley Park Recreation 
Center. When renovations are done, a wall and courtyard at 
the south end are expected to reduce what Griffith calls a 
"wind-tunnel effect" when strong winds - blow in the 
breezeways. 

Renovation theme to alter 
looks of Beardsley Rec Center 
KATY O'GRADY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

a change, you have delays." 

The project also started 
Future visitors to Beards- three general managers ago, 

ley Park Recreation Center under R.G. Andersen 
will be greeted by a Spanish Wyckoff. With construction 
facade and more than costs rising an average of 
$ 1 million in renovations and 5 percent to 7 percent a year, 
expansions, possibly within a Griffith said he hopes there 
year. are no more delays in moving 

I I d 
· .forward. 

mprovements.are_.p anne . 
for Beardsley's arts-and- The Recreation 9enters of 
crafts building and · aquatics Suri City West governing 
center over the next couple of board has approved 
years. $800,000 for the arts-and-

"We s tarted kicking this crafts phase, which will be 
project around back In completed before the aquatics 
August 2001," said Larry center, where the work . Is 
Griffith, the centers' project about two years off. . 
manager. "In this whole pro- The board has indicated It 
cess we've been through, will approve a total of 
there's maybe been three $1. 2 million out of the 
board changes and three reserve account for both 
properties- committee chang
es. Every time you go through S8e BURDSllY, 15 

From Al 

phases, Griffith said, but he 
expects the. aquatic center 
wor k alone to cost 
$1.2 million, most of which 
will go toward new equipment 
such as boilers and air 
conditioners. 

Griffith, who holds general 
contractor licenses in Arizona 
and Califo rnia, said he 
expects to have a final set of 
plans for the arts-and-crafts 
building by Aug. 18. He will 
run them by members of 
clubs housed in Beardsley for 
any changes they propose. 

"I involved the member
ship: 'You tell me how you 
want your club because I'm 
not going to be in there,' " 
Griffith said. 

The plans will be for
warded to Maricopa County, 
which takes abou t 10 weeks 
for approval. Construction 
can begin after that and will 
take about eight months to a 
year, Griffith said. Work on 
the exterior will begin first 
and likely will continue into 
next summer, during which 
time the building can more 
easily be closed to members 
as interior work is completed. 

When all is said and done 
residents approaching Beard~ 
sley's main entrance will find 
a Spanish-architecture theme 

said. 

A portion of the back patio 
will be covered by the lean-to 
roof, and the centers may 
eventually a dd p a rking 
behind the wall. 

The cramped Clay Club, 
with about 230 members, will 
move into one of th ose 
expanded rooms, switching 
places with the China Paint
ing Club and adding two new 
kilns. 

"Usually they're elbow to 
elbow in here," Griffith said. 

"The mobility becomes lim
ited when you want to go · one 
way and people are in the 
way." said Clay Club member 
John Knox, working on a 
large pot Tuesday In a room 
full of other members' work 
in va ri ous stages of 
completion. 

The second expanded 
room will be labeled a generic 
room and can be used by a 
club that wishes to move in 
the future, possibly one of the 
computer clubs that cur
rently share a divided room. 

The arts-and-crafts build
ing already is getting a new 
roof, which will save on the 
renovation project. just as the 
new pebble tech finish in the 
pool will save on that phase 
of.the work. 

At the aquatic center , 

carrying through on two-tone 
trim. recessed lighting, red
tiled lean-to roofs, a tower 
and an iron gate flanked by a 
false wall where people can 
walk around or cut through 
the gate. 

The wall should eliminate 
or at least reduce the noisy 
wind-tunnel effect plaguino 
the current entrance areab 
Griffith said. A kiosk insid~ 
the walled area will direct vis
itors to the various club 
rooms. 

"We're trying to give each 
facility its own identity,· Grif
fith said. 

Beyond the identity will be 
functionali ty, including the 
transformation of two storage 
rooms into Americans with 
Disabilities Act-compliant 
dressing rooms and 
restrooms that couples can 
use to assist one another. 

1\vo club rooms on the 
back side will be expanded by 
about 1,800 square feet each, 
requiring the elimination of 
some trees and the pond 
behind the building. The 
green house in back will 
re_main. A flower bed likely 
will be added instead, and 
t!le back wall will conform 
with the Spanish theme. 

"We'll cut the wall to give it 
that Aztec feel to it," Griffith 

future work will include add
ing the Spanish theme: 
reducing the number of doors 
leading to the front patio 
from more than 10 to three, 
with the others being just 
windows; and possibly 
enclosing the entry way and 
turning the monitor's station 
around. 

Most of the other work at 
the aquatic center is less 
about aesthetics and more 
about equipment. 

"Eighty percent of this 
project · is mechanical." Grif
fith said. 

New boilers and a hot -
water heater will be pur
chased so the spa, pool and 
faucet water can be on differ
ent systems. Air conditioners 
also will be installed to allow 
centers officials' to cool and 
dehumidify air in the pool 
and spa areas. 

The exercise room. the 
smallest amon~ those in Sun 
City West, wilf be expanded 
and relocated to a portion of 
the current deck, althouoh 
much of the deck area will be 
preserved. 

"We'll update all of our (ex
ercise) equipment as we go 
along," Griffith said. . 

Beardsley, the communi
ty's second recreation center, 
opened June 3, 1985, at a 
cost of $5 million. 

Katy O'Grady can be 
reached at 876-25 J 4 or 
kogrady@aztrib.com. 



STEVE CHERNEK/OAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

Most of the doors 
at Beardsley Park 
Recreation Center 
pool will be 
replaced with 
windows. 

STEVE CHERNEK/OAILYNE\', __, ,,', 

John Knox works on a vase at the Clay Club at Beardsley Park Recreation Center in Sun City 
West. The Clay Club will swap rooms with the China Painters when renovations are completed. 
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THE v\lESTER Thursday, March 7, 2002 

REC: Board OKs Phase I pl_anS,.from Page I 

which to accomplish the work 
"Management is asking the 

Governing Board to approve the 
concept of the financing and im
provements and spec ifically au
tho rize proceeding with the archi
tectural and engineering work 
necessary to implement the reno
vation of the Arts & Crafts build
ing ... " 

In January, the Durant Co. pre
pared and submined an architec
tural and systems audit at a cost 
of $1 3,000. Hjermstad, a former 
Board president, said the next 
expenditure wil l be abou t 
$20,000 for engineering and ar-

c hitectural experts to "ge t the 
plans in place." 

·Representatives of the Photo
graphy C lub, which was said to 
have grown from an initial mem
bers hip of50 to440, were as
sured their space concerns wi ll be 
addressed specifically later- that 
Thursday':; vote was merely to 
gain concept approval. 

"The Governing Board will 
need to give specific approval to 
proceed on each of the construc
tion phases as those plans are 
ready for review," the fact sheet 
stated. 
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Daily News-Sun • Saturday Oct. 6 and Sunday Oct. 7, 2001 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The 17-year-old Beardsley · Recreation Center is slated for renovations in the upcoming year. Supervisor Bill 
Schabel, left, talks with Larry Griffith , project manager and Dudley Gibson of the Sun City West Governing Board 
about the pool Fri day. 

Mulling a makeover 
SUN CITY WEST: Beardsley 
Recreation Center, RCSCW 
staff ponder renovations 
MICHAEL MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Beardsley Recreation Center in Sun City West 
may be getting a major _face-lift in the near future. 

Seventeen years have taken their toll on Beardsley. 
12755 Beardsley Drive, the second-oldest center in Sun 
City West. The R.H. Johnson Recreation Cen ter at 
nearly 20 years is the oldest center in Sun City West. 

The Recreation Centers of Sun City West governing 
board is examining the center to see what types of 
improvements and repairs are needed, said Director 
Dudley Gibson. 

"Before going in we want an engineering assess
ment,'' Gibson said . The Durrant Group has been hired 
to do the assessmen t, which Gibson said will take three 
weeks to complete. 

"This is just the preliminary study," he said. "If we 
decide to proceed, I can foresee closing portions of the 
buildings at certain times. It could be closed for several 
months ... 

Fortunately, three other recreation centers are 
nearby so residents would sti ll have a place to go, said 
Larry Griffith, project manager for all the Sun City West 
recreation centers. 

Gibson said the overall cost to remodel and upgrade 
could range from $500,000 to$ I million. with members 
bearing the cost through their annual dues. 

Some in the community. however. think the center 
has outlived its usefulness. 

"It has been suggested by some that we should 

simply bulldoze it and start over," Gibson said. '"That is 
not totally realistic ... 

Gibson said the top priorities will be the heating/air
condilioning sys tem. mechan ical systems. pool 
upgrades and roof repa irs. 

But the structure of the building. he said. is still 
sound so members do not have to be concerned abou t 
their safety. 

"Safety is not so much of a concern. but considering 
the age group that uses the center. the building is as 
safe as possible ... Gibson said. 

Griffith said centers officials want to proceed with 
caution before implementing any changes. 

"It depends on the audit," he said. "My main concern 
is if the roof goes, other things will follow suit." Griffith 
said indoor recreation equipment could be damaged if 
it's not protected from the elements. 

'"The doctors are coming in to tell us what shape our 
bu ilding is in." Griffith said. "By the end of November. 
we should have something concrete to go by." 

Members need to let their voices be heard. Griffith 
said. because they are the ones who know what is lack
ing or needing repair. 

"I am not using the building so I can't tell you what 
they want.·· Griffith said. 

Bill Schabel . facility supervisor for the Beardsley 
Recreation Center. said members ask him every day 
about the possible remodel. 

"I tell them what I know," Schabel said. "I do know 
we have an older. following. They think since they are 
the older age group, they should be served first, and I 
don't disagree wiLh that." 

Gibson said all repairs and remodels to the centers 
are done as needed. 

"It's kind of an ongoing thing," he said . 
Michael Maresh can be reached at 

mmaresh@aztrib.com or al 623-876-2521. 
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Stephen Chemek/Dally Ne-Sun 

An unidentified smoker flicks an ash in the R.H. Johnson Sports Pavilion 
on Thursday night. A smoking ban will begin Saturday in Sun City West 
recreation centers. 

Ban on smoking 
includes· pavilion 
By ROSA De SIMONE 
Daily News-Sun staff .. 

SUN CITY WEST - E.E. Lewis 
enjoyed what is to be her last cig
arette smoked in \he R.H. Johnson 
Sports Pavilion. ' . 

It was time to bowl her next frame 
Thursday, but Lewis was savoring 
the moment. Come Saturday, smok
ing . will no longer be permitted in 
the spo~lion nor any other 
building owned by the Recreation 
Centers o( Sun City West Inc. 

Although smoking is · not permitted 
in all rec centers facilities, smokers 
could take refuge in places such as 
the pavilion and the snack shops at 
Grandview, Pebblebrook and Trail 
Ridge golf courses . . 

Signs · alerting patrons to the 
change in policy, which was un
animously approved by the rec cen
ters Governing Board Feb. 18, will be 
immediately posted Saturday - with 
a few maybe even going up today -
said Ron Randles, director of main
tenance for the rec centers. 

Although smokers indulging in the 
· habit while in buildings owned by 
the Recreation Centers of Sun City 
West Inc. will become a sight of the 
p~st, a . few will likely be spotted 
smoking outdoors. 

The no-smoking policy reserves the 
Governing Board's right to··designate 
outside areas where smoking will not 
be permitted. 

Many bowlers, who as a group was 
the most vocally opposed to the ban, 
say that the new policy will not dis
courage them from participating in 
leagues - although they most likely 
will not spend any· more time than 
they already do in areas where 
smoking is not allowed. 

"If that's what the people want, 
that's what you've got to do," Lewis 
said of complying with the ban. "I 
haven't heard anyone say they're go
ing to quit because they can't smoke 

· inhere." 
But Lewis said that smoking was 

never a hot topic c;>f disagreement 

See Most bo,vlers, A6 



Most· bowlers will stay on 
the Sports Pavilion about 
three times weekly is happy to 
see a ban on smoking. 

-From Al 
among those who use the pa
vilion to bowl or play pool. 

"I never had anyone ask me 
to stop smoking,'_' she said. 

Sun City West resident Ed 
Mueller, also a bowler, never 
had any confrontations with 
his non-smoking counterparts 
either, he said. · 

Mueller, who was actively 
involved in- protesting the ban 
before ·it was approved by the 
board, is still upset with the 
decision to prohibit all smok
ing. 

"All of the other bowling al
leys (except Sun City's) in the 
greater Phoenix area still al
low smoking in the general 
concourse where it wouldn't 
bother anyone,'' · he said. "I 
know smoking is bad for ·your 

health, we all know that, but 
with the proper ventilation 
(it's not a problem)." 

Implementing a ban was 
more a reaction to current 
trends against smoking, rather 
than a move to solve any dis
agreements that may have ex
isted between smokers and 
nonsmokers, Mueller said. 

"Now there is a big push all 
around the country and that's 
basically what influenced the 
board, they just went along 
with the thing,'' he said. 

While Mueller may be 
against the ban, he will con
tinue to bowl each week, he 
said. 

"You win some, you lose 
some," Mueller said. 

Art Mitchell, who bowls in 

"I'm kind of in favor of a 
ban on smoking in public 
places - because if every
thing you read about second
hand smoke is true, let's be
lieve it. Now if they're psy
ching us out, that's · another 
thing," Mitchell said. 

Mitchell, too, doesn't believe 
the ban will drastically reduce 
the numbe r of bowlers partic
ipating in leagues, therefore 
resulting in financial woes for 
the bowling division. 

"All you're doing is telling 
them that you can't smoke for 
two hours. I don't think it's 
that bad," he said. "More 
people are going to be happy 
with it than unhappy." 
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Board approves expansion projects 
SC West Rec Center~ to spend $475,000,at Beardsley· 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West, Inc. ·will spend almost 
half a million dollars this year to 
expand facilities at two centers in 
order to accommodate antigpated 
growth caused by the community's 
expansion. 

The Rec Centers Governing 
Board last week approved spending 
$475,000 on projects at Beardsley 
Park Recreation Center. 

The work will be paid by the Rec 

■ EXPANSION 
From Page 1 

Grossman. 
Mr. Grossman proposed the 

board move ahead with only three 
projects, a ll at Beardsley Park 
Recreation ·center: building a free
standing Men's Club, expanding 
the card rooms and adding more 
parking. The total cost for the three 
projects is estimated at $475,000. 

Al though the majority of the 
board voted to move ahead with 
the projects, some directors felt 
such a large expenditure of funds 
should be put before the entire 
membership for a vote. 

Centers from the corporation 's 
Asset Replacement Fund. 

During the meeting, held March 
24 in the R.H. Johnson Social Hall, 
Director Allan Grossman outlined 
expansion. "priorities" for both 
Beardsley Park and Kuentz recre
ation centers. He says a growing 
population - caused primarily by 
the expansion of Sun City West -
has put a strain on available space 
at both facilities·. 

Mr. Grossman, chairman of the 
properties committee, outlined sev
eral areas which the properties 
committee suggested need immedi
ate expansion: 

needed. 
■ At Kuentz Recreation Center: 

Expand the Sun City · Wes t 
Women's ~ocial Club facility, . the 
woodworking room 'and Theatre 
West's facility at Stardust Theatre. ■ At Beardsley Park Recreation 

Center: Build a separate free-stand
ing facility for the Men's Club, 
expand the card rooms and rooms 
for the Clay Club, China Painting 
Club and Photography West's video 
facility. Additional parking is also 

The total cost of all nine projects 
was estimated at $800,000 to 
$900,000. 

The Del Webb Corp., says Mr. 
Grossman, is providing additional 
golf courses and recreation center 

..Rec Center, b}"laws require a 
membership vote on any capital 
expenditure over $500,000. By 
choosing only three projects at a 
cost of $475,000, the board, says 
Mr. Scolastico, was deliberately 
"circumventing the rvle" in order 
to avoid a membership vote. 

Although he supports expansion 
of the facilities, Mr. Scolastico 
objected to it being done "piece
meal." He says there are no assur
ances that work done now will be 
sufficient to accommodate future 
growth. 

"The residents should have the 
opportunity to express them
selves," he says. 

Mr. Scolastico feels the Del E. 
Webb Corp. sh o uld contribute 
more toward the cost of the project 
since the additional population is 
the result of the company's expan
sion of Sun City West. 

"~ut not for the expansion, we 
wouldn't be spending this money," 
he says. 

The Del Webb Corp. bas donat
ed $25,000 to the Asset 
Replacement Fund and has 
pledged to donate a one-acre parcel 
near Kuentz Recreation Center. 
Mr. Grossman announced during 
last week's meeting that the com
pany has also pledged an addition
al $150,000. 

The board will use the money to 
pay for several projects not includ
ed in the original $475,000 pack
age. 

facilities in order to accommo 
future growth within the comm 
ty. 

The community's expans 
however, along with the forrrui 
of new clubs and a greater intt 
in club activities, has caused n 
of the community's ·clubroom 
become overcrowded. 

''Even without the expansion 
can see that we're overcrowde. 
the clubrooms)," says 

See ■ EXPANSION, Pagf 



Webb officials said the expansion 
would be at no cost to existing 
residents, and that's just not true," 
Spanjer said. 

The board voted 7-2 Thursday to 
spend $475,000 from the rec cen
ters' asset replacement fund on the 
Beardsley center to add more 
parking, build a 3,600-square-foot 
building for the men's club and to 
remodel the old men's club room 
for card club use. 

used to build new facilities. 
The rec centers' policy guide

lines say that the asset replace
ment fund may be used for a 
"major purchase, construction, re
placement or repair to any build
ings or land improvements owned 
by the recreation centers." 

The board also voted 7-2 to use 
+ Webb's $150,000 at Beardsley, 

12755 Beardsley Drive, to build 
two small meeting rooms, expand 
the clay club and renovate the 
stained-glass room. Also, some of 
the money will be used to expand 
the women's social club room at 
the Kuentz center. 

The board took no action on 
Grossman's other proposals for the 
Kuentz center, 14401 R.H. John
son Blvd. The suggestions were to 
spend about $350,000 to expand 
the woodworking shop by relocat-

Board members John Scolastico 
and Fred Mortensen voted against 
both proposals. 

Scolastico said he believes that 
Webb should pay the costs, not the 
residents. He also said he believes 
that rec centers members should 
have a chance to vote on whether 
the money should be spent by the 
rec centers. 

But the rec centers policy for 
the asset replacement fund only 
calls for a vote of members if a 
project were to cost more than 
$500,000. 

Sun City West resident Phil 
Vision questioned the use of 
money from the as.set replacement 
fund to build the new men's club 
building. "This fund is to replace 
assets, not to build new buildings," 
Vision said. 

But Al Grossman, a board mem
ber and chairman of the properties 
committee, said he believes that 
the asset rppfnrPmPnt fn n t4 ~.,,., l,n 

ing the metal shop into a 4,000-
square-foot facility. Grossman said 
that the proposal would come up at 
the April meeting. 

Some residents asked about the 
need for expanding the R.H. John
son Recreation Center to include 
more administrative offices and 
clubs such as weavers and sewing. 
Grossman said those proposals are 
being reviewed. 

In other business. the board 
approved a request from Theater 
West to expand its building at the 
Kuentz center. A small addition to 
the Stardust Theater building will 
be constructed to provide work
shop space to build and store sets 
and props. The theater company 
will pay its own costs. 

Also, Grossman announced that 
there had been discussions about 
Webb paying $750,000, plus mem
bership fees, to allow residents in 
the planned Webb development in 
Surprise to use the Sun City West 
recreation centers. 

But Webb dropped the idea after 
a Webb attorney discovered that 
such a proposal would require 
approval from a majority of Sun 
City West residents in each of thP ~n ' , . . 

VF 1EAROOLEY RECREATION CENTER sew 
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Board approves 
$475,000 outlay 

By Lori Baker 
Staff writer 

SU~- CITY WEST - Despite 
opposition by some residents the 
Recreation Centers of Sun 'City 
West board approved spending 
S475,ooo to expan~ the Beardsley 
Park Recreation Center. 

. Residents at Thursday's meeting 
did_ ~~t question the need for more 
facilities. They disagreed with the 
way the improvements will be 
financed. More than 400 people 
attended. 

D~l Webb Corp. has offered to 
· provide $150,000 to help pay for 

rec center expansions and to 
donate one acre of land, which 
Webb officials value at $100,000, 
near the Fred P. Kuentz Recre
ation Center 

. Fof1;11er board member Al Span
Jer said he thinks Webb should 
have to pay more than $150 000 
toward facility construction. ' 

He said that Webb should pay 
~ore to compensate for the expan
sion of Sun City West north of 
peer Valley Drive. That will 
mcrease Sun City West's popula- / 
tion by about 6,000. 

1 
"At a meeting at the Sundome 1 

See BOARD, Page s j 
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Panel to continue planning 
for Del . W.ebb's· eventual -.exit • 
By Connie ~• Sexton 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY WEST - Aithough Del 
Webb Corp. might extend its stay in the 
community, a committee will continue to 

· plan for the company's eventual exit. . 
It's business as usual, say members of 

the group, which is studying how·manage
ment of the community's recreation facili
ties will one day transfer from Webb to 
the residents. . · 

A committee - appointed by the Sun 
City West Recreation Centers Inc. advi
sory board to study the transition - has 
been meeting since January 

Virginia Ritson, committee chairman, 
said her group will continue to meet, but 
said there are questions as to what impact 
Webb's proposal to add more dwellings in 
the community will have. 

On Monday, Webb officials announced 
they are considering expanding their 
building program in Sun City West, with 
the possibility of adding between 1,500 
and 3,000 more houses. 

A meeting to explain the proposal is 
scheduled for 9 a.m. Nov. 19 in the 
Sundome, 19403 R.H. Johnson Blvd. 

Webb, which has about 2,000 lots left to 
develop, was expected to complete Sun 

1 City West by the mid-1990s. Adding the 

Proposed.Sun'Clfy West · 1· 

expan~ion 

SOURCE: Del Webb Colp. 

Community 

additional houses could extend the com
pany's stay from three to six years, said 
Chuck Roach, Webb's general manager of 
Sun City West. · 

Roach said the company is negoti_ating 
See WEBB, Page 5 
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to buy a 640-acre parcel between 
the 135th and 151st avenue align
ments just north -of Deer Valley 
Drive. Deer Valley now serves as 
the northern boundary of the 
community. 

Webb will not move ahead on 
the project, however, unless resi
dents approve of the plan, Roach 
said Monday. The company has 
mailed l_etters to residents, advis
ing them of the proposal. 

"There are a lot of 
things that need to be 
resolved before we give 
the welcome, the 
go-ahead, to Del 
Webb." 

Virginia Ritson 
Committee chairman, 

Sun City West 
Recreation Centers Inc. 

Ritson is not sure how residents 
will react to the proposal. will consider expanding existing 

She does understand Webb's facilities to meet the increased 
rationale, however. "They are al- demand, he added. · 

· most finished building here. I Other concerns· that .residents 
think it's probably a logical step may have about· the expansion 
for them to look here for possible include whether there will be a 
expansion. It's their business," she sufficient water supply for the new 
said: area and what impact additional 

Whatever the outcome of · residents would have on traffic. 
Webb's venture, the transition Ritson said her committee will 
committee won't go on hiatus, she review Webb's proposai.-"But what 
said. they're planning ·can't hurt the 

"I really don't know how this is work we've done; I'm sure we'll 
going to affect our work," Ritson finish what we have started," she 
said. "But there are a lot of things sail' · •: .' · · 
that need to be resolved before we The committee has been review
give the welcome, the go-ahead, to ing the following issues: · 
Del Webb," she said. "Not only one ■Buildings .and properties -
of these is the transition part of it. the condition and cost of operating 
But at this point in time, I can't the recreation centers and facili-
say how exactly it will be resolved. ties. ' 

. There are a lot of loose ends that ■Legal aspects -residents·may 
need attention, before we can give or may not want' to keep the same 
our approval." . · ·companies that Webb has been 

Those loose ends may include using, such as the equipment 
what impact more houses would supplier or insurance carrier. 
have on recreation facilities. ■Human resources, including 

Roach said Webb could build Webb's policies and procedures for 
another recreation center in the those employed at the recreation 
expansion area. The company also facilities. 
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The rear area of the center is already revealing its oasis design. The area 
will featu re a bandstand for outdoor concerts and will provide a lush and 
almost tropical setting for picnics and other enjoyable outdoor activities. 

BEARDSLEY PARK OPENING 
TO RING IN SUMMER 

Entertainment, refreshments and plenty of fun are the in
gredients sure to make the grand opening of Sun City 
West's second recreation center, Beardsley Park, a 
summer highlight. 

Scheduled for Monday, June 3 from 9 AM to 12 PM, the 
opening will feature performances by such local favorites 
as the Nani Komohana Tutus, those delightful Hawaiian 
dancers; the_ Sun City West Musicians Club with your 
favorite lively tunes; the Sun City West Synchronettes, with 
their magical water ballet exhibition; and the Westernaires 
with a special choral celebration. 

In addition to entertainment, there will be complimentary 
refreshments, as well an an opportunity to tour the com
munity's newest addition. 

The $5 million Beardsley Park Recreation Center 
includes a unique indoor-outdoor pool which is the largest 

.._ in the Sun Cities. The center also features c raft rooms for 
\ copper enameling, stained glass, china painting and 

pottery, a fully-equipped photography studio, a music room, 
~ard room, and large meeting areas. 
\ For outdoor enthusiasts, the center includes a miniature 

golf course, horseshoe pit and a large picnic area with 
bandstand for enjoyable outdoor concerts. 

The center is located at Beardsley Road and 128th 
Avenue. 
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STJ LL WATERS. The Beardsley Park Recreat io'h Center, Sun Ci-
ly West's newest recreation center, is surrounded by picturesque 
landscaping. The center is scheduled to omcially open June 3. For 
a preview of the center, see page 2. 

Beardsley Park 
officially opens 

Calling it a "product of 
cooperation, 11 Del ; ·~h-<Webb 
Development Co. has·· {lP.ished 
construction on Bearsdley Patk 
and plans its official opening for 
June 3. 

The facility , Sun City West's 
second recreation center, is 
located on the southeast corner 
of Beardsley Road and 128th 
Avenue. It cost $5 million and 
took almost a year to build. 

Tom Ryan, DEVCO's senior 
vice president, says the goal in 
building the park was .to create a 
center that would satisfy Sun Ci
ty West residents and meet their 
specific recreational needs. He 
says DEVCO officials worked 
together for three years with a 
committee of residents in design
ing Beardsley Park. 

See REC/ page two 

From pa'ge one 

"We learned a great deal 
about the kinds of activities Sun · 
City West residents enjoy, II says 
Ryan. " I think Beardsley Park is .. 
going to offer many new recrea
tional opportunities for the peo
ple of this community." 

The center has studios for 
many new ,!lrts and crafts ac
tivities, including professionally 
equipped studios for stained 
glass, pottery, china painting, 
copper enameling and 
photography. Other facilities in
clude a 100-seat music room 
greenhouse and 4,500 square feet 
of multi-purpose room space. 

The highlight of Beardsley 
Park is the 11,ooot square-foot 

l . 

indoor-outdoor. pool, the largest 
pool in the Sun Cities. The pool is 
equipped with a hoist ramp for 
easy access by the handicapped, 
a therapy pool, fully-equipped 
exercise room and men's and 
women's locker facilities . 

·outside, there is an outdoor 
picnic area complete with a 
bandstand, picnic tables , 
ramadas and barbeque grills. 
The park resembles an am
phitheatre and will accomodate 
approximately 2,000 people. 

· 'The center al&<> includes an 18-
. hole miniature golf course and 
· four tournament horseshoe pits. 
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THE BEARDSLEY PARK Recreation Center will officially open to Sun City West residents June 3. 
Constructed by Del E . Webb Development Co., the center took nearly a year to build at a cost of $5 
million. The center includes outdoor picnic areas ( upper left); large social and card rooms ( upper 
right ); the largest indoor/outdoor pool in the area (middle left ); and numerous arts and cr afts ac
tivities r bottom l eft). 





.r 
by Joye 

StaffW 

The news media was treated, 
to a "sneak-preview-walk
through." of the n~w 49,995 sq: 
ft. Beardsley Park Recreatio~ 
Center last Wednesday, M.9 · 
22. This was all in preparation 
for the Grand Opening on J uite 
3 from 9 to 12 which Devcowill 
sponsor with refreshments and 
entertainment for residents of 
Sun City West. Ken Plonski of 
Devco described it. as going to 
be "a gali-: event.~1 

Tom Ry¥, Devco's senior 
vice president of planning and 
constrµction, narrated ihe tour 
of · the f acilit1es along · with 
Devco's Ken Plonski, Deborah 
Carver and Lautel Hodges. 

As the tour began at tt(e 
swimming pool ~ea, the '11 
foot by 144 foot P001 was bei.gg 
filled with water. Ryan indf;; 
cated this would be completed: 
by late afternoon, havinJ some 
300,000 gallons of water Bel 
. put into tbe pool. Ryan · 
mentioned the fact that t ii 
process has to be cooiadin r 

----- - --'..!L:.....!l.._:..,.c.....::..:.=-------.J with the water 1 pecause, "it f§ a sigrl t 

View of the Bandstand and 
Flag Pole at the new 
-Beardsley Park. Concerts 
will be held here in the 
future. 
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Beardsley. pool is the l 

· of the Sun Cities. There are22 
doors at the south end of the· Weston, M,u-ie A 
pool which can be opened in gro~p. 
summer or closed .in winter for -=-_...,;..- - - -'-"---'-'--~- ~~......_,.c...:::::;:;..::...~=--~ ~ -----l 

convenience and cost effi-
ciency. This indoor-outdoor 
pool is the highlight of the new 
center. There is a covered patio· 
area outside the doors at the 
south end of the ~l. ·· . 

A ~oist and ramp for easy 
access to the pool is available 
for the nandica,pped. Also 
available io the area is a large 
therapy pool, fully-equipped 
exercise room and men's and 
women's locker room facilities. · 
The therapy room ' is . air-
conditionea: In the-pool area. 
construction has made it·such 
that the ai'r is circulated in a 
manner toi keep the facility 
comfortable. 

·· . Ryan commented on the ease 
of parking. The south parking 
lot will serve the arts and crafts 
center as well as the miniature 
golf and t>ther outside activi
ties. Th~ -'Beardsley Road 
entrance Will provide space for 
those using the pool 'and 
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in this . area is . I 
greenhouse where t 

i ing~Under Qi."~ 
''There was ·a ,ieed for a. 
area, for exotic plants," . 
pointed out. , _ ~ 

L'ayrel Hodges of De.vaq ~ 
that each of the clubs ga~ lj!r 

1 a list of what equipm,ent • 
needed for their pap.ti!!UW 
club; and they,wer• givenAU 
they requested. 

the Copper EnamelingQf b 
'I' as already busy at work in t~ i 

riew room. Virginia D · 
member of the club, 
enthusiastic about . thejr 
home. "There's a lot more r 
here, and it's much han 
we're just thrilled." Wi 
smile on her face she co . 
ued, "and it'._s much close; 
home as well." . 

In th,e stained glass r , 
Lucille- !{ager was busy p -
ting items away and g + • 
ready for an afterpoon 
"We just' love it h 
"There's Jots to 
in since;J4ay a, 
three times a .. 
If anybody is interested 1 

West Stained Gius C , 
they. can call me at 684-.4 ," 
she said. 
· Bobbie Hill was teaching a 

group of students "Solo Wh,ist" 
in one of the card rooms. The 
Women's Soeial Club ~~ 
rp.eeting that q~. "It's our~ 

-room for the dB¥," comm 
. member Ethel Barker. A 

; 
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IJf".ained-1 g 
a P,ainti9&',c,op 

enaiii and phtiftograp . 
Ryan •nt{Qned the fact th& 
the copper enameling club hal' 
not had-a rooni by themselves 
until no"7. TbeY even "decora
ted tktir own W:ij.!IJJil" 
Having .been responsi...,. · ~ 
the • 'NIIUti(u:1 ~ 
adornilfj the'lro .. entrance to 
the ~and i~ ~tna 
"The, were done ' before we 

w~=theet 
rooms, ~an pointed out that 
three of these rooms hav, the 
e,pabjlity of being con,e'rted 
into ope larp n,om with the 
abUtty of handliiag; ~ 
people. This is t~ 9nly_-~ter 
witJi a music toeJn. • ~•• 
the first room for the Men's 
Club, cara rooms, Photopa• 
phy Clqb, C,oi,per Enamelim 
and Stained·Dlass Olub. 

f here is an area outside 
adjacent to the club rooms 
which lends itself to be 
~ntidered !,lmewhat of a 
ffQ\lfWJ.Are•"'" with ~ £,:: 
bloorniettd apond,ne•rl,rn-. 
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The Arizona Rcpuhlk 

Meeting 
de,nand 
for play, 
recreation 

9"he Beardsley Park arts and craft center is richly landscaped with rock and a pool, offering visitors a quiet place for reflection and rest. -
S- UN CITY WEST - The pool at the 

new Beardsley Park Recreation Center 
-- could be mistaken for a small lake or 
~arge pond if it wasn't indoors. 
·: The center's photography studio, with 
:--three photo enlargers, easily could satisfy a 
".professional photographer's requirements. 
-~~ And. the clay for the horseshoes pits at the 
center was "imported " from Tucson to 
satisfy competitive residents, who also got a 
·scoreboard at the $5 million center. 
;· 

S till, the seemingly insatiable appetite of 

' 

residents for recreational facilities in this 
"active retirement community" has not 
been quelled by Sun City West's second 
recreation cen ter,_scheduled for a June 3 
grand opening. 

R.H. J ohnson Recreation Center, the 
community's first recreation facili ty, opened 
in 1979. 

Some have asked for a gymnasium for 
basketball games and others want more 
tennis courts, said Paul Tatz, president and 
chief opera ting officer of the Del E. Webb 
Development Co. 

However, the design for Beardsley -
complete with the 300,000-gallon, 
10,700-square-foot pool - was based more 
on suggestions from residents than any 
other recreation center in Sun City or Sun 
City West , said T om Ryan, senior vice 
president of planning and construction. 

" It was complete involvement by a large 
number of knowledgeable residents from 
day one," Hyan said. 

As a result the facility at Beardsley Hoad 
and 128th D;ive has numerous features, 

including a park with a bandshell, ramadas 
and grills. 

It also has a "Men's Club" with card 
tables reminiscent of a casino and a 
television lounge where the ladies are not 
welcome. 

The June 3 grand opening will feature a 
party, sponsored by Webb, from 9 a.m. to 
noon, with entertainment by popular Sun 
City West groups. 

A third recreation center is planned for 
the retirement community, which has about 
12,000 residents. 



~' 

The park offers an 18-hole miniature-golf course for outdoor play. A class works in the arts and crafts center's stained-glass studio. A china-painting enthusiast works behind a display of ceramics 



,. Roy Cosway / Repubhc 

,Worker Vern Carpenter finds a cool way to install a handrail at the 300,000-gallon, 10, 700-square-foot indoor pool at the new Beardsley Park Recreation Center, 12755 Beardsley Road, in Sun City West. 

---------- --------
-------------- - - - --- -- --------- - - - - ----



Beardsley Park Recreation 
Center is sched-uled for May 
opening 

A portion of the building fronting on Beardsley Rd. 

by Joyce L. Salfinger e 
. Staff Writer 

. . ,) . . 
The official Grand Opening' except for the diving area. · 

for Beardsley Park Recr eation The Johnson pool will , re
Center is scheduled for June 3. main open over the summer 
however, the new Rec Center months as well. There is to be 
will open in 'May. some refurbishing to be done in 

According to Bill Moll, the locker and shower areas. 
Chairman· of the Recreation However, next January ·and 
Centers Advisory Board, "The February the Johnson pool will 
club room will be open on May be closed for a period of 2 
l. There will be a delay of about months to resurface the pool 
2 to 3 weeks at the most for the and redecking. Moll stressed, 
open of the swimming pool "Both pools will be open until 
area. A Grand Opening has next December 31. We will re
been_ set for . June 3," , Moll open Johnson pool when the 
continued, "with refreshments, · need arises as people return 
a tour of the facility, and after its refurbishing." 
entertainment for the entire The following clubs will be in 
community." ' the new Beardsley facility: 

The new indoor-outdoor pool Stained Glass, Rosemaling, 
at Beardsley will be open 6 ClayandPottery,Photography, 
days a week from 10 a.m. until Greenhouse and Flowers, Cop-
9 p.m. On Sundays, the pool per Enameling and Men and 
hourswillbefroml0a.m.until Women's Club and Social 
6 p.m. This will also include the Rooms. With each of the social 
exercise room and therapy rooms there is a small kitchen 
pool. The Beardsley Pool will facility including a microwave. 
be 4 ½ feet deep in it's entirety ·.. The card rooms for the men 

and women will be available 
during the daytime from 7 a.m. 
until 10 p.m. "However," 
commented Moll. "if there is no 
need for th<' rooms at 7 a.m., we 
won't have them open, but if 
:;omeone wants to schedule to 
use them at thattim<', they will 
be available by contacting 
Lucille Johnson at the.Johnson 
Center Office, 584-2050, and a 
monitor will be provided as 
well." 

The picnic area has a 
number of covered pavilions. 
"In fact," Moll stated, "we have 
reservations for 5 or 6 month!:; 
in advance right now.·• 

Beardsley Park r epresents a 
$5.5 million investment by 
DEVCO and it has been 
carefu lly planned to include 
those activities which are in the 
greatest demand by the resi
dents of Sun City West," 
commented Mr. Kuentz.Chair
man of DEVCO. 
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Rear view of new center with parking area 
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~CW rec center groundbrea~,_ii~, slated 
Groundbreaking ceremonies and John Roberts, chairman of about the new facility. 1 plans, will, house a general pur-

for Beardsley Park Center , Sun the Recreation Centers Adviso- B-eardsley Park; which was in pose room , a men's club, a card 
City West's second recreation ry Board. the planning stage for over a room, a music room, clay and 
facility , will be held at 9 a.m. "THIS IS a significant e·vt nt year, will feature a large indoor photography studios, the Copper 
Monday . in the progress of Sun City swimll'\ing pool, a picnic area , a Cookers Club, Stained Glass 

The $5 million center is to be West," Kuentz said. "This rec- bandstand, a greenhouse and a and China Painting Club and a 
built on a 14-acre site at reation center represents long miniature golf course. general crafts room. 
Beardsley Road and 128th Ave- hours of planning which were THE NEW 130-by-60-foot Construction is expected to be 
nue. necessary to make this center swimming pool is to be the completed in a year. 

Participating in the ceremo- just what the community want- largest in the Sun City area and 
nies, which are open to the ed." twice the size of the outdoor 
public, will be Del E. Webb pool at Sun City West 's Johnson Development Co. President The Devco chief added that 
Fred K uentz ; Bill Woodyard, he and other company offi cials Center. 
general manager of Sun City will be on hand after the cue- A 21 ,500-square-foot crafts 
West 's re creational centers: monies to answer qu estions building, also included in the 

A third recreation center is 
also planned for the first phase 
of the community and is to be 
built in the still undeveloped 
section of Stardust and Johnson 
boulevards. 



VF - RECREATION CENTERS BEARDSLEY PARK Source? Aoril 3 , 1984 

New SCW Rec Center, 
golf course get na,;,es 

Names have been selected for Sun C1tv West's 
new recreation center and golf course · 

The recreation center to be built at Heardsler 
Road and !28th A venue will be knO\rn a·s 
Beardsley Park . Construction is scheduled to 
start next month. 

The comm unity's fifth golf course. being built 
along Grand Avenue, has been named Grand
view. 

NAMES FOR THE facilit ies were picked by 
residents through a balloting conducted by the 
Property Owners and Residents As~ociation. 
More than 1,300 ballots were cast in the final 
portion of the contest. 

Befi rdsley Park received 310 votes Sunri~<' 
was the runner-up with 263 votes. 

As Beardsley Park was suggested b:- ~everal 
Sun City Westers for the community 's second 
recreation center in a naming contest sponsored 
by th e Del E. Webb Development Co .. a random 
dr awing was held lo pick the winning resi
dent- Irene Van Goethem. 

HER NAME WAS drawn bv John Roberts. 
Recreation Centers Advisory Board chairman. 

As a result. Mrs. Van Goethem will receive a 
four-day stay at Del Webb's High Sierra Hotel in 
Lake Tahoe. 

Grandview was selected for the golf course by 
an orerwhelming count of 592. Second wi th only 
161 votes was Desert View. 

A DRAWING ALSO was held in this name 
contest as Grandview had been suggested by a 
large number of residents. Selected as the winner 
was Richard Hoben. whose name was drawn by 
Ken Snyder. president of the Pebblebrook Men 's 
Golf Associa tion. 

Hoben will receive a four-day stay on a 50-foot 
houseboat from Del Webb 's Wahweap Marina at 
Lake Powell. 

lks1dents were given a choice of 10 names 
eacl' tor the recreation center and golf course 
at:,r originally submitting about 2.000 sugges
tions. 

Representatives of Devco, POHA and the 
Hecreation Cente rs Advisory Board picked the 
top JO entries from a wide field of original 
sugge~llons. 



center 
By HELEN ALLEN . 

Staff Writer 
Construction of Sun CitY. 
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West's second recreation cen: 
ter, which will feature a large 
i~door swimming pool and, pic
nic area , should ge_t under way 
in May, according to a Del E. 
Webb Development Co. spokes
man. · ' 1 .I 

The $4.8 million center, ; ex~ 
pected to be' completed within a 
year, will be built on ·a 14-acre 
site at 128th A venue ., and 

I !....From Al This project, Tuttle built for $14 million on a 
~t ·9ecoratlve tile near the said, will be tackled after 40-acre site, will remain 
, ·roof. the -second center is com- as the major recreation 

Beardsley Road. . 

"t · t , pleted. ', .;; · ; facility . 
'l~· The 21,500-s'quare-foot Plans for Sun Cit .The third center will be 

~rafts building· will have a West's •Phase ~I call fo~ built in the still undevel
t_ene~al purpos~ · room three recreation centers. oped section . of Stardust 

~-}.\'Ith- kitchen fac1lltles, a · JOHNSON • CENTER ' - and Johnson Boulevards 
tpen's club with kitchen . · . . , ' · · 

., The 130· by. 60-foot swimming 
pool, said Devco j pokesman 
Steve Tuttle, will be the largest 
in the Sun City area and twice 
the size of the outdoor pool at 
Sun City ·West's Johnson Cen-

JVl.d ,lounge, a card room, · 
' ,,,jr music room , clay and 

ter. , , , ,. m·• ' photography studios, the 
'••~opper Cookers Club, INCLUDED IN the proposed 

recreation center project will 
-be a pool building, a craf,ts 
building, a large picnic area 
featuring a bandstand1 concrete 
dance area, ramadas and cook-' · 
Ing grills, a greenhouse; a mint-! 
ature golf course and a horsef 
shoe court. , 

Tuttle said the picnic a'rea 
will be .. multi-leveled with: the 
band stand lo<;ated· ~t tpe lQW· 
est point. · ·· • 

The 29,600-square-fo'ot pool 
building is designed s'o that the 
south wall can be ·opened dur-
ing summer months. · · · 

,, HOUSED ·IN ·the building, in : 
•addition to the pool, will be a ; 
'therapy pool, an exercise room. ~ 
and men 's and women's locker : 
rooms. · •· 
Both· the pool and craft~ 
building will be of stucco with 

* Rec center, A2 { 
;,Fti1'!..f • '1"" 1 -~\~J { 

Stained Glass and China 
P,.a!nting Club and a gen-
1ral crafts room. 
,.i:• 

',' TUTTLE SAID the 
:.J!.qi!dl~g I will provide 
• pace for c11afts not avall

!~. 1n·~ ohnson Center. 
lP-art of the $4 .8 million 

vHll be used to enlarge the 
J'ohnson .• Social Hall by 
a~out,.3,700 square feet- to 

:a; tQtf !'~ oJ.s. 11 ,750 square 
J.e: t. ...,\, \;..,;.-.. .. . • ,•):.l ~ 

z 
m 
~ 
':' 
u, 
C 
z 
V, 

)> 
-; 
C 
;o 
0 
)> 

-< 
0 
m 
(") 

m 
;: 
c:, 
m 
;;o 

-0 
00 .., 

,l 



VF - RECREATION CENTERS BEARDSLEY PARK 
Phoenx gazette/ Arizona Republ ic ·t? December 1983 

$5 million on tap for recreation center, reno var Ons 

- - - -

By Jim Walsh 
Northwest Valley BurC'au 

SUN CITY WEST - Del E. Webb 
Development Co. will spend $5 million to 
build this retirement community's second 
recreation center and to enlarge the R.H. 
J ohni cin Social Hall. 

The company's original budget for the 
second center, which will be built at 128th 
Avenue and Beardsley Road in May, was $2.5 
million, said Fred Kuentz, the company's 
president. 

But Robert K. Swanson, chairman of Del 
E. Webb Corp., the development company's 
parent firm, has decided to increase the 
budget for the projects to $5 million, Kuentz 
said. 

"This shows we have our house in order," 
K uentz said. The development company has 

- - - -- - -- - --- - - -- - - - -

sold 735 homes during 1983 in Sun City West 
and may eclipse the goal of 800, he added. 

Swanson, addressing a meeting of about 
1,500 Sun City and Sun City West residents 

- last week with Kuentz and ·other Webb 
officials,: said Web!? e~pec~ -to sell l,'20,.0 
homes in 1984. · . . 

About $200,000 will be used to increase the 
space for meetings in the social hall. The 
remaining $4.8 million will be used for the 
recreation center, expected to open sometime 
in 1985. 

The new recreation center, not named yet, 
actually will be two separate buildings. One 
will house a 9,933-foot, indoor-outdoor 
swimming pool, the la rgest pool in the two 
communities. It also will have .a locker room, 
exercise and therapy rooms, said Tom Ryan, 

the development company's chief engineer. 
He said the pool building will have 30 

double doors that will be opened in the 
summer to eliminate the stuffiness some
times caused by high humidity and chlorine. 

The second building, Ryan said, will house 
arts and crafts rooms for stained glass, 
pottery and china paintin~, two meeting 
rooms, a photography studio and a music 
room. A band shell and pirnic area will be 
available outdoors. 

The increased budget "allows us to build 
what the people want," he said. The 
amenities were chosen by residents polled by 
the citizens advisory board to Recreation 
Centers of Sun City West lnc. 

Ryan also told the resident.<; that Webb is 
spending $200,000 to improve drainage of 
storm water from streeLc; into nearby canals. 

The improvements include new catch basins 
and larger spillways. 

Swanson objected to charges that. the · 
retirement community's drainage system is · 
inadequate, saying he has newr heard any · 
reports of water damaging the homes of 
residents. 

~ut one resident said mP.ny residents ~J· 
Unit 10, near Conquisllldor Drive had 
landscaping and other drcorations ~ashed 
away in the September floods. 

"When you build a community, there are 
areas that don't come out right," llyan said. 

Although the streets have been accepted by 
the county for maintenence purposes, the 
company is correcting the drainage problems.· 
"because we expect to br out here a long 
time,''. he said. 


