
Submitted photo 

A historical look at Sun City West 
The Sun Cities Area Historical Society has published a his-

. tory of Sun City West in commemoration of the community's 
25th anniversary. The book documents the community's 
first quarter century. Edited by Ed Allen and with an exten­
sive index, the book runs about 300 pages and includes 140 
illustrations, personal anecdotes and historical facts. Pro­
ceeds from book sales will benefit the Historical Society. 
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VF sew 25th Ann. Hi s t. Book 

Thursday, AUQUSt 7, 2003 THE \/VESTER 

When 'history' makes good reading 

·-1 ,\ :~- ,._. 
~ . .. ... -~ 

Jeannette Volkman, volunteer hostess at the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society, takes time out from her duties to brush up on Sun City West history. 
Volkman is reading the newly published Sun C ity West h istory book, 
sponsored by the Society and on sale at its headquarters, 10801 Oakmont 
Drive in Sun City or at the Sun City West Visitors Center, 13823 Camino del 
Sol. The Society is open Friday and Saturday from 1 Oto 12 throughout 
August Information: 623/974-2568. 

Book Sal e Promo 

THE WESTER Se pt . 18 . 2003 
SCW History Book sells 

Mildred Ackley (I.) monitor at the Sun City West Visitors Center, sells a copy 
of the community 's new history book to Sun City West Visitors Center 
volunteer Marion E. Bradley. The book recounts the 25-year history of Sun 
City West and can be purchased at the Sun C~ West V!sitors Center, 13823 
Camino del So l or at the Sun Cities Area Histoncal Soctety, 10801 Oakmont 
Drive in Sun City. The book is sponsored by the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society. For more information call the Society at 623/974-2568. 

The R.H. Johnso n 
Dog Park is for 

the exclusive u s e 
of Sun City West 

Members 
and their logs. 

MONDAY, OCT. 6, 2003 A 7 

Jack Linn reads a copy 
of "Sun City West Silver 
Celebration" while 
walking his dog, Annie. 
in the Sun City West 
Dog Park recently. The 
Dog Park is featured on 
pages 80 and 81 of the 
community's new 
history book, which can 
be purchased at the 
Sun City West Visitors 
Center. 13823 Camino 
del Sol, or the Sun 
Cities Area Historical 
Society, 10801 
Oakmont Drive, Sun 
City. For information, 
call the society, which 
is sponsoring the 
history book, at 
97 4-2568. 



VF sew 25th Ann. Hi s t. Book 

SUN CITY WEST INDEPENDENT October 1, 2003 

Submitted photo 

Book for sale 
The Sun Cities Historical Society is promoting the book, 
"Sun City West: Silver Celebration." It may be purchased at 
the historica l society at 10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City. 
Sun City West library volunteer Walter Knecht reads the 
book about the formation and development of Sun City 
West. Mr. Knecht pauses at the library entrance to admire 
the bronze sculpture, " Lucky Strike" created by Sun City 
West resident Sam Litrenti . Call 974-2568. 

Book Sale Promo 

DAILY NEWS-SUN MONDAY, OCT. 27, 2003 

• "Sun City West~Silver Celebration," tile 
community's new his tory book. captures the 
interes t of Sun City West PRIDES founder 
Joan Barnett a nd Fred Hafner, one of the 
original Sun City West PRIDES members. 

Hafner, a 21 -
year member of 
the group, s till 
works as a 
PRIDES monitor 
every week. He 
a nd Barnett a re 
featured in 
chapter 16. "The 
Importance of 
Volu nteers." 

The book 
costs $ 12 a nd is 
available in the 
Sun City West 
Visitors Center. 
13823 Camino 
de! Sol, or the 
Sun Cities Area 
Historical Soci­
ety, 108Ql Oak­
mont Drive, Sun 
City. 

PHOTO COURTESY Of CLIFFORO S~HWAHN 

Sun City West PRIDES founder Joan Barnett 
and Fred Hafner, an original member, look 
over a copy of "Sun City West Silver 
Celebration," a book sponsored by the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Society that marks the 
community's 25th anniversary. 

The society is sponsoring the book and is 
now showing a Sun City West "Silver Celebra­
tion Exhibit" a t its headquarters lo celebra te 
the community's 25th a nniversary. For infor-
mation , call 974-2568. · 

SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT November 19, 2003 

Photo by Clittord Schwahn/Special to the Independent 

Book for sale 
Bill Friebolin and Bob Porterfield, two of the early organiz­
ers of the Sun City West Variety Show, chuckle as they 
recall the " slight mishap" in the very first show on Nov. 19, 
1980. The mishap is explained in chapter 15 of "Sun City 
West Silver Celebration," the community's new history 
book, which the two are holding. The book can be pur­
chased at the Sun City West Visitors Center, 13823 Camino 
del Sol or at the Sun Cities Area His torical Society, 10801 
Oakmont Drive in Sun City. Information: 974-2568. 



Submitted photo 

Book to borrow 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society President Jane Free­
man, left, and Trustee Mary Hawthorne, right, present a 
copy of the new Sun City West history book to RH Johnson 
library director Marcia Lea. For more information, call 974-
2568. 

SUN CITY WEST INDEPENDENT May 7, 2003 r, 7 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Sun Cities Area Historical Society President Jane Freeman, 
left, and trustee Mary Hawthorne, right, present a copy of the 

· new Sun City West history book to Marcia Lea, director of the 
R.H. Johnson Library and a volunteer there for 22 years. The 
recently published book is sponsored by the historical society 
and can be purchased at its headquarters or the Sun City West 
Visitors Center. For information, call 974-2568. 
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.letters 

'Silver Celebration'·:~ 8 
written beautifw.:lt ~ -~. 

• I •~ . ?;: 
As one· who was somewhat involved in ~ :::!!: 

writing of Jubilee, a 25-year history o( S~ · ~ 
City, I can well appreciate the work that wen.t g 
into the writing of "Sun City West - Silvet...i ~ 
Celebration." S 

Ed Allen and his committee are to be·;cdn- ~ 
gratulated on producing a well researched I 
and beautifully written history. Easy reading, ! 
enterta!nlng, colorful and most informative. A ~ 
"must" reading for everyone. ·• 

The book is available af the Sun City West 
Visitors Center, 13823 Carnlrto del Sol, Sun' 
City West, and at the Sun Cities Area Histoi;t-
cal Society, 10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun"Cfty.' z 

The Sun Cities Area . Historical Society => 
sponsored the writing and publish!n~ of the · ~ ­
book and recognizes the efforts of two Yf!81'8- of,, ~ 
work. A job well:done: z 

~ 
Jane Freeman ~ 

President 
Sun Cities Area Historical Socif?ty 

Don't miss. 'SCW 
Silver Celebration' 

If you haven't read the "Sun City West Sil­
ver. Celebration" history book, you have 
missed a good one. Congratulations to Editor 
Ed Allen and Jane Freeman of the Sun Cities 
Historical Society for a great Job. , 

We retired here more than 12 years ago 
and thouj!ht we knew ~uch of the history of 
Sun City West, but have both learned a lot 
from this book. We &d ourselves checking 
back now and then to verify some point that 
mi~ht not be real clear in cur minds. 
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What a treasure this is for only $12, avail­
able at the Sun City West Visitors Center! 
Every Sun City West resident should read this 
one, if for no other reason than the perspec­
tive it gives us as residents of this great com­
munity. 

~ 
Shirley Knecht ~ 

Sun City West c z 

sew history 
a must-read 

As one who was somewhat 
involved in the writing of 
"Jubilee, a 25 year history of 
.$tµ1<0,ity." I oatt~Jltlllat~ 
th~ Work thlilt 'VeJ!! ·, J.:q_1;.Q;~Jb~ 
writing of "Sun City West - Sil­
ver Celebration." 

Ed Allen and his committee 
are to be congratulated on pro­
ductng a well-researched and 
beautifully written history. The 
book is easy reading, entertain­
ing, colorful and most Informa­
tive. It is a must reading for 
everyone. 

The book is available at the 
Sun City West Visitors Center, 
13823 Camino del Sol Blvd., 
and at the sun Cities Area His­
torical Society, 10801 Oak­
mont Dr., Sun City. 

The Sun Cities Area Hi$torj-_:­
cal Society sponsored the wrtt­
tng and publishing of the book 
and recognizes the efforts of 
nyo years of work. A Job well 
done. 

. Jane Freeman 
President 

Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society 
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Page 4 THE WESTER Thursday, May 1, 2003 

Editor: . 

- - - --- - -

As one who was somewhat involved in the writing of"Jubilee, 
a 25 year history of Sun City," I can well appreciate the work that 
went into the writing of "Sun City West- Silver Celebration." 

Ed Allen and his committee are to be congratulated on 
producing a well-researched and beautifully wrinen history. Easy 
reading, entertaining, colorful and most informative. A "must" 
reading for everyone. 

The book is available at the Sun City West Visitors Center, 
13823 Camino del Sol, and at the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society, 10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City. 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society sponsored the writing 
and publishing of the book and recognizes the efforts of two years 
of work. A job well done! 

.bne Freeman, President 
SCAHS 

N 
u, 
rt 
;:,-' 

► !::l 
!::l 

::c 
I-'• 
V1 
rt 

o:i 
0 
0 
::,;-" 



Interesting anecdotes revealed in history of SCW ..::-::. 
>:<--:~·P"~ 

By Beth Car1ino 
At'a recent meeting of the Sun 

Cities Area Historical Society, it 
was ,revealed that many of the 
major attractions of Sun City_ 
West were built early in the com­
munity's development so as to 
lure new retirees away from buy­
ing resales in Sun City. 

Said Don Tuffs, "SCW needed 
to compete with SC.and to lure 
buyers to the new area. As a re­
sult, R. H. Johnson Rec Center, 
Hillcrest Golf Course, and the 
Sundome were constructed to 
draw people to Webb's newer 
development." 

Tuffs, then senior vice-presi­
dent of the Del Webb Corpora­
ti on and manager of the 
.Sundome, spoke of.the outstand­
ing programs that were initially 
offered at the facility: the entire 
cast of the Lawrence Welk 

At the Historical 
Society's meeting, 

Loretta Allen 
displays the new 

sew history 
book,whoae 
editor Is her 

husband Ed. 
Photo, 

Beth Canino 

Show, total ensembles from the 
Big Band era, and top stars of the 
period such as Red Skelton. 

"Audiences were thrilled at the 
performances and magnificence 
of the Sundome, whose area con­
s is ts of almost two football 
fields," said Tuffs. 

"People came from all over the 
country to see the performances 
and then were invited to view the 
model homes. Many sales were 
consummated in that way," add- . 
ed the former Webb exec. 

He reminisced about his favor­
ite performers. When Red 
Skelton was here, he always vis­
i t~d the hospital, and made a 
point of walking around and .talk­
ing to residents. Revealed Tuffs, 
"Red never wanted to eat at res­
taurants, preferring to join the 
Tuffs family at our home for 
meals." · 

"Gerald Ford lectured here and 
· showed that his demeanor was 
that of "just a regular guy." 

He noted that "Steve and Edie" 
demanded outrageous perks and 
that his limo ride from Sky Har­
bor with Henry Kissinger was 
difficult because he couldn't un­
derstand his English. 

His great hope is that, in the 
futw-e, Broadway shows present­
ed at Gammage will also come 
to the Sundome for performances 
which can be enjoyed by home­
owners in the booming West 
Valley. 

Available at the meeting was a 
new brochw-e written by the staff 
of the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society which contained a short 
historical perspective with inter­
esting anecdotes of the area we 

See INTERESTING, Page BJ 
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INTERESTING: Anecdotes in sew !iistory,.from Page Bl 

call home. 
According to the publication, 

long before Del Webb risked a 
fortune proving that older people 
could find happiness in a retire­
ment community in the desert, 
other men had gambled fortunes 
developing the area. 

R. P. Davie, a business tycoon, 
tried farming sugar beets be­
tween the Agua Fria and ew 
R ivers, naming the area 
Marinette. When the business 
failed, he sold to Goodyear Tires, 
and Marinette became a settle-
111ent for Goodyears cotton com­
pany. 

When cotton was no longer 
used in making tires, the 
Marinette Ranch was sold to 
Webb whose genius transformed 
the desert into the most success­
ful retirement community in the 
world. 

Webb's business acumen then 
motivat~ him to develop SCW. 
Looking at the desolate desert, an 
early rancher declared, "This 
country isn't fit fo r raising any­
thing but lizards." 

That area now consists of ap­
proximately 30,000 residents. For 
information, call 974-2568. 



VF sew Ann. His t . Book 
SUN CITY WEST INDEPENDENT April 16, 2003 B3 ' 

Submitted photo 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society features a special Sun City West exhibitforthe commulli­
ty's 25th anniversary. Ed Allen, left, editor of the recently published history book of Sun City 
West, is pictured with pioneers Mary and Bill Silvis. The exhibit may be viewed 1~30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday at the society's headquarters, 10801 Oakmont Drive. Call 974-
2568 for more information.· 



Lizard Acres to Lush Oasis -
The History of Sun City West 

Ahistory project begun two years ago under the auspices of the 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society has resulted in an informative 
new book: Sun City West Silver Celebration-The First 25 Years. 

Twenty-four chapters span the quarter century in which Sun City 
West has grown from "Lizard Acres" to lush oasis. Historical facts are 
interspersed with personal anecdotes to liven the story. Early residents 
will find much that will remind them of their "pioneering" years. 
Recent residents will find a helpful and entertaining basis for under­
standing all that has gone into making Sun City West what it is today. 

In 2000, two Historical Society board members, Ed Allen and 
Phyllis Street, initiated the project to document the 25-year history 
of Sun City West. Volunteers were sought to help research, conduct 
interviews and to write portions of the history. More than two 
dozen people have worked on various stages of this project over 

the past two years. Many others in the community have contributed and 
have double-checked the material presented. 

With more than 300 pages, the book contains 140 illustrations and a detailed index to help readers 
quickly locate subjects or persons of interest to them. Typeface, type size and spacing, and margins were 
carefully selected to make this as easy to read as possible. While many history works of similar scope and 
size sell for $19.95 or more, this book is priced at only $12. For the convenience of residents, the book will 
be on sale at the various events planned by the Sun City West Anniversary Committee. 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society is a non­
profit organization dedicated to collecting, organiz­
ing, preserving and displaying the history of the 
nation's first truly successful adult communities -
the Sun Cities of Arizona. The Society is located at 
10801 Oakmont Drive in Sun City and occupies the 
first of the model homes introduced in 1960. 

For more info, contact: Ed Allen 623-975-1815. C 

JANE FREEMAN, president of the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society Board, and Ed Allen, chair of the 
sew History Committee, hold a copy of the "Sun 
City West Silver Celebration" book that has been 
under development for the past two years. 
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VF SCW 25th Ann. Hist. Book 

SUN CITY WEST INDEPENDENT July 9, 2oo3 

() 

Submitted photo 

Reviewing history 
Al Potters of Sun City West browses through the Sun City 
West history book at the Sun City West Visitors Center. The 
book recounts the 25-year history of Sun City West. It may 
be purchased at the visitor's center, 13823 Camino del Sol, 
or at the Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont 
Drive, Sun City. Call 974-2568. 

Book Sale Promo 

vVf STER Thursday, March 6. 2003 
I ' I 

SCW history book 
sales soar 
By Beth Carlino 

It is an intcn:--.1i11g c:-.pcricm:c 
to visit the Su11 Cities /\rca I lis­
torical Socictv. not on!\ hccausc 
it is the mLL-;c.um "hich contains 
the archives o f't hc Sun C iti es, 
but a lso because it is located in 
the first model home built bv Del 
Webb in 1960. -

Ki tc hen a nd hath cabinet'.-.. 
even fi xtures. exist as the, \vcre 
43 years ago. The original· ref ril.!­
erato r still ½orks it s interi;r 
shelves arc cast in ret ro bright 

See SCW, Page 82 

SCW: History book sales soar, Jro111 t 'ug<' Bl 

pink. 
There is room in the kitchen 

for a c lothes washer but not a 
dryer. Drying fabrics was done 
on clothes lines in the back ) ard . 

Because Sun City West's 25th 
anniversary celebrations bega n 
on Feb. 15. special exhibits at the 
Society chronicle Sun City West 
from its very beginnings in 1978 
to the present. Farly rcsidcnLs; arc 
often present to recall the ir fir-..1 
Jays in the community and re ­
gale visitors \v ith accou 111 -.. ()I 
their rncrnornhlc adventure'> 

orsrccial 11ote at the Sociel) '" 
the sale or the 1H:wly- puhl i--.hcd 
"Sun Cit) We'..! Silver Celchr;1 -

tion, the Fir:;t 25 Years"- a his­
tory book about the community. 
L::di ted by Ed /\lien , the book's 
contrihuto rs consist of seve ra l 
Sun City West residents and So­
c iety Board me m be rs wh o 
worked for two years to com­
plete it. 

Said committee member Bar­
bara Bro1man , "Becau se the 
book is a rich history of the com­
mw1ity, it is a nice gi ft for history 
huff<; or as a coOce table convcr­
'-<.ltion rit:cc." 

The book may be purch,L-;cd at 
the SCW Visi tors Center o r at 
the 11 istoric,il Society locatt:d at 
I 0802 OaknHlllt Drive, Sun Ci ty. 

THE Vv'ESTER 
~sday July 10, 2003 

A 'tome' of the times 

.... 

Al Potters o f SCW browses through 
the Sun City West history book at the 
Sun City West VL,itors Center. The 
recently-published book recounts the 
25-year history of Sun City West. It 
can be purchased at the V isitors 
Center, 13823 Camino del Sol , or at 
the Sun Cities Area Historical Society, 
10801 Oakmont Drive in Sun City. 



VF SCW Ann . Hi s t. Book 

At A Glance 
sew Visitors Center 
to sell history book 

The Sun Ci lies Arca His-
torical SociC'ly has entered 

M mto an agreem ent wilh lhe 
g Sun Ci ty West Visi tors Cen­
N ter lo sell and d istribute a 

• soon-to-be-released book 
C\J 
l'\J detailing the history of Sun 

City West. 
z:- The announcement was 
co m ade last week by J ane 
:::i Freeman . president of U1e 
~ histor ical society. 
, "'Sun Ci ty West Si lver 

Celebration : The First 25 
1-- Years" w ill sell for S 12 and 
z is expected to be available 
~ in early February. The 
z book was edited by Edson 
w F. A llen of Sun City West. 
~ Center volunteers have 
o agreed to staff sales tables 

, 3 at var ious anniver sary 
even ts and locations wiU1in 

3 Sun City West. In return , 
~ the center w ill receive a 

share of proceeds generat­
ed by U1e book"s sales. 

T he Visitors Center is 
located at 13823 Cam ino 
clc l Sol. T h e book is also 
avai labk at the historical 
society's h eadquarters. 
I 080 I O;ikmont Drive. 
S1i11 ('11y 

Book Sal e Promo 

Thursday, February 6, 2003_ THE VVESTER 

Newcomers. first to purchase SCW Silver Anniversary book 
By Joseph Kimberley 

A book chronicling the history 
o f Sun City Wes t, "S un C ity 
West- Silve r Celebratio n"­
went on sale Feb. I. Recently­
a rrived res idents, Pau l a nd 
Gretchen Phill ips, were on hand 
at the Visitors Center first thing 
on Saturday morni ng when the 
doors opened to be the fi rst to 
buy a copy. 

"As new residents, we'd like to 
learn about the hi story of the 
community and what went into 
making it what it is today," said 
Gretchen. The Phillips purchased 
their home last November having 
rented here for two seasons. 

"Sun City West- ilver Cele­
bration" was sponsored by the 
Sun Cities Area Historical Soci­
ety to commemorate Sun City 
West's 25th anniversary this year. 
After two years in the maki ng, 
the book now is o n sa le at the 
Visitors Center, 13823 Camino 
del Sol, the Sun Cities Arca His­
torical Society at 1080 I Oakmont 
Drive, and at the SCW Library. 

-, he book is a beautiful presen­
tation of24 chapter~ containing 
140 illustrations wi th lots of 

. 
./ 

sew Visitors Center volunteer Nancy Dewhurst (I.) sells the first copy of the 
"Sun City West-Silver Celebration" book to Gretchen and Paul Phillips last 
Saturday. The book, commemorating Sun City West's first 25 years, went on 
sale Feb. 1. The 300-page book sells for $12 and copies may be obtained at 
the Visitors Center, the SCW library and the Sun Cities Area Historical 
~~- ~~~ 

"before and after" photos. A de­
tailed index helps the reader to 
find the subject of choice. The 
300-page book selb for $12. 

Proceeds from the ~ak ol'the 
book will bcnefa the SCW Visi-

tor~ Cente r, the SC W Li brary 
and the Sun Cities Area I listori-
cal Society. 

hlr more infonnation, call Ed 
\troming (623) 546-4646 or Ed 
Allen (623) 975-18 15. 

SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT February 12, 2003 

Submuted photo 

sew book sales launched 
The new Sun City West history book, "Sun City West - Sil­
ver Celebration," offic ially went on sale Feb. 1 at the Prop­
erty Owners and Residents Associa tion Visitor's Center. 
From left, PORA volunteer Nancy Dewhurst sells the fi rst 
copy to new residents Gretchen and Pau l Phil l ips. The 
Phillips purchased their home last November. The 24-
chapter book sells for $12. Proceeds will benefit the sew 
Visitors Center, the SCW Lib rary and the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society. 
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SUN Cl WEST ______ T_u_P._.~day, Feb.4, 2003 

DAILY NEWS-SUN 

SUlMITTID PHOTO 

"Sun City West Silver Celebration," which chronicles the communi­
ty's history since its inception in 1978, is on sale at the Sun City West 
Visitors Center, 13823 W. Camino del Sol, Sun City West, and the 
sun Cities Area Historical Society\ 10801 Oakmont Ave., Sun City. 

FROM THE DAILY NEWS SUN FILES 

B 
efore lhere was a Sun City West, there 
was only the scrub foliage of the Sono­
ran Desert. Rattlesnakes in a bun­
da nce: the ra ilroad running by on the 

south, a nd cattle. 
The place was west of Marinette. west of Sur­

prise, a nd was called Liza rd Acres. 
They grew cotton in Marinette. which is now 

Sun City; they fattened ca ttle for the market in 
Lizard Acre, which is now Sun City West. A s ign 
with the Lizard Acres s lill marks a spur on the 
Santa Fe railway a few blocks west of Bell Road. 

Abe Harris remembers Lizard Acres well. The 
Buckeye resident drove hay to the area to feed 
the catlle, truckload a fter truckload. 

i'hey had big pens there. a little way north of 
the ra ilroad ," he said. 

'We'd haul in feed from a ll over the Va lley. 
hay mostly. somelimes milo. 

"We had to be careful in the desert because 
you could gel bogged down in the sand on the 
way to lhe catlle. There wasn't a road , jus t a 
track." 

Grand Avenue was paved a nd a ma in thor­
oughfare. as il had been since the tum of the 
century. Still. Harris said. it was only two lanes. 
Most other roads were dirt tracks . 

Like many others in .the area. Harris had 
been recruited from Texas by the cotton farm­
ers . including J. G. and Walter 0 . Boswell, who 
raised the fiber on land tha t is now Sun City. 

Harris picked cotton inilially, then followed 
his father into lhe trucking business. 

"I don·t know wha t they did with the cattle," 
he said. 

"After they got them up to ma rket s ize. they· . 
sold them. Th ere was a s la ughterhouse in Phoe­
nix. but I didn't know if they were butchered 
there or senl away on lhe ra ilroad or in truck$." 

Then came Del Webb. buying the Boswell 
la nds a nd building the fir s t parts of Su n City. 
which soon crossed Grand Avenue. then crossed 
Bell Road. and. 25 years ago was renewed under 
a new name across the Agua Fria River i11 Li1.a rd 
Anes - S un City West . 

Claiice Uhl remembered 
lhat. So did Mary Wick. Both 
were the first to receive keys lo 
their new homes and move 
into them. The date was Oct. 
16, 1978. 

Both got keys from John 
Meeker. a t the time pres ident 
of Del Webb Development Co. 

'The shaping of Sun City 
West will be a cooperative ven­
ture between Devco and the 
new residents," Meeker said at 
the ceremony on Oct. 15. 
1978. 

He also pledged to encour­
age cooperation between Sun· 
City and Sun City West. 

When Sun City West start­
ed, Devco was putting up 80 
dwellings a week. The commu­
nity was· expected to have 
32.000 residents "in the firs t 
phase. north of Grand 
Avenue." 

And it was to have taken 
less than 10 years to build. 

Didn't happen . Recession 
s talled that. It took 20 years to 
build all of Sun City West. 

Expansion of the original 
community didn't come to the 
south but to the north when 
Webb was able to buy 1. 257 
acres north of Deer Valley 
Drive in lhe early 1990s a t 
bargain-basement prices. The 
3.250 homes there are in what 
is commonly called the Expan­
sion Arca. 

Expansion to lhe south. in 
what is now Sun City Grand. 
s larted five years later. 

Clarice Uhl ai1d Mark Wick 
have wa tched it all. 

"I think it"s grown into a 
very gracious community." 
Wick said in 1998 on the occa­
s ion of Sun City Wesf s 20th 
aI1niversary. 

She and her husband 
watched it grow, s he said, "and 
in lhe very early days you 
needed a pioneer spirit." 

The Uhls liked moving. and 
liked new models . so they 
bought seven homes in total in 
Sun City West. moving from 
one to lhe other as develop­
ment progressed. 

And they moved lo lhe . 
brand-new community from 
lhe original Sun City where 
they also had own ed several 
houses . 

The ' Uhls liked being fi rs t: 
Clarice was lhe first person lo 
check out a book from the new 
R.H. J ohnson 
Library - on Oct. 16. 1979. a 
year after they moved into their 
new home. 

Clarice also a ttended lhe 
grand opening of the new Safe­
way. and lhe fi rst LPG touma­
menl held in Sun City West. 
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The Sun City ,West Visitors Center, will assist the, su·n Cities 
Area Histcirical Society "in' ieiling '~·.n~w book detailing the 
• • I., t , ·• f' ., • ·•·,. I• 

, history of:Sun City \o/§)St. '"Su.n C1ty1¥,J~st ~i!ver.Celebrati()f): 
The First 25 Years" will be available 'tit both ·the center,' and 

-~ itie:, historical' sooety:-'for. $12, . beginning in early, February. 
, • * ' • J :'t:'1 ;' , , t l , ' 1 / :? •• r '"t '" 

Announcing,the partnership .were, from left, seated, . flandy 
' . F~ller, presideit' PORA and' Jane Fr~~fman, president of fhe 
. historical -society. Standing is Caryl, Shafer, director of the 
· Sun City' West Y!~it9rs CentEW1~ r~ -:· , ~,: ,;~. ·•,;J -~· 
~ • ·- ..! -
I ., •. , ., , , • r , 

January 29, 2003 
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25 and counting ... 

PHOTOS BY STtY£ ClfERNEM>AIL Y NEWS-SUN 

Far left, contributor 
Larry Carlino checks 
the newly published 
"Sun City West Silver 
Celebration" as Ed 
Allen, standing at left, 
editor of the tome, 
distributes copies to 
Sun Cities Area His­
torical Society mem­
bers at Briarwood 
Country Club 
Wednesday morning. 
Copies are available 
for sale at the histori­
cal society office, 
10801 Oakmont Ave. 
in Sun City, and at 
the Sun City West 
Visitors Center, 
13823 W. Camino del 
Sol. 
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Jane Freeman 
. ~ (seated), Randy 
. Fuller, and Caryl 

Shafer, director of. 
· the Visitors 
CentBr, sign a 

• , three-way 
agreement stating 

., the tenns of the 
sale of the new 

sew history 
book. 

~ommunity cohesion on history book sales 
'By Beth Car1ino · 

Sun City West residents have. th~n the sun of its parts, profits : 
witnessed the cooperation of when the parts from a liaison to 
-"PORA and the PRIDES resulting produce a desired result. 
in benefits and harmony within Recently, Jane Freeman, pre-
our community. sident of the St.in Cities Area 
, Similarly, amicable situations Histori~ Society, announced an 
involving the Posse and various agreement between the Society 
organiz.ations produc_e unifying and the SCW Visitors Center to 
outcomes. store and sell the newly-written 

It has been noted that this ti.~un ~ity West Silver Celebra- ' 
'course of collaboration and sup-· tion, the First. 25 Years." 
port must continue in ordet·to .: The·'l,ook records the transfor­
~hsure the positive· future dir:ec- · .. mation of a cattle feed lot called, 
tion of Sun City West. . "Liz.ard Acres" to the lush oasis 
. And so, the parallel continues· . that residents enjoy today. Ed · 
as three organiz.ations work to- Allen headed the committee 
gether for the benefit of the 
wh~Ie: The whole, being greater · See mstORY, Pa;e 2 
:i· j 

THE \/VESTER Thursday, January 23, 2003 

ms:ro~v: Book, 
.. .from Page 1 

which researched and compiled 
the 300-page book, now en­
hanced with 140 illustrations. 

Freeman noted that this part­
nership benefits both parties as 
the Visitors Center will now re­
ceive a share of the sales pro­
ceeds to help expand its na~onal 
promotion programs on behalf of 
Sun City West. 

PORA president Randy Fuller 
also was instrumental in contract­

. ing the agreement 
Further information may be 

obtained by contacting Ed Allen 
at (623) 975-1815. · 



Sun. Citt 'West's history a page-turner 
STAFF REPORT 

Edson F. Allen of .Sun City 
West, headed• -the comm1ttee 
that researched and compiled 
the 300-page book, enhanced 

·Jane Freeman; presiqent 
of the Sun Cities 'Area Histor­
ical Society, has ~otjnced 
an. agreement between Qie· 
society and the S~n; .. Cit}.' 
West Visitors Center to store, 
distribute: and· sell the ~q­
to-be-released- .histoxy' "Sun 
City West Silver Celebration: 
The First 25 Years." . 

The book records the 
transformation of a cattle . 
feed lot called "Lizard Acres" 
to the lush oasis that resi­
dents enjoy today. The editor, 

With 140 illustrations. . 
Randy Fuller, president of 

the: Sun City' West Property 
Owners and Residents Asso­
ciation, and Gaxyl Shafer, 
director of the Visitors Cen­
ter, also signed the contract. 

Freeman said the partner­
ship benefits both parties. 

The Visitors Center is cen­
trally located in Sun City 
West and has the necessaxy 
storage space. Center volun­
teers have agreed to staff 
sales tables at Various events 
and locations· in the commu­
nity, as well as sell books in 
the center. In return, the cen-

. ter will receive a share of the 

N sales proceeds to help expand 
its national advertising and 
promotion programs ·on . ► 
behalf of Sun City West. :::i 

Copies of the new book will :::i 
be available for $12 in Febru­

u, 
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axy and may be purchased at 
the center, 13823 Camtno de! 
Sol, and at Sun City West 
anntversaxy activities. 
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. . . . . Jane Freeman (I.) and Board r:nember 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society P";9u, Society~ponsored Sun City West 
Ruth Morton unpack more copies o ~ . tory of Sun City West. It can ~e 
History Book, recou~tin~ the 25-ye~ '~0801 Oakmont Drive in Sun ?1ty 
purchased at.the Society~ _headqu~ter~,3823 Cal)'lino del Sol. The Soc,~ty 
or at the Sun City West V1s1to!'5 c;un City West's silver celebration, which 
has a special exhJbit celebrating Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
can be seen throughout the sum me~ ~~nnation call the Society at 623/97 4-
Noon or by appointment For more'" ' . . 
2568. 
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SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT MAR. 6-12, 2002 

Keeping track of history 
Twenty-four years ago this month Del E. Webb Development Corp. 
broke began work on Sun City West. The Sun Cities Historical 
Society has created a committee whose purpose is to document the 
history of the community. The committee meets monthly at 
Briarwood Country Club. Shown at a recent meeting, from left, 
standing, Ed Allen, chairman, Larry Carlino, Don Schmidt, Eleanor 
Anderson, Jo Ruck and John Larson. Seated, from left, Judy 
Schoeberle, Phyllis Street, Barbara Brozman, Dee Balaker and 
Betty Stoneking. Not pictured are Louis Coor, Jane Freeman, Dee 
Hjermstad, Barbara Griggs, Elaine McCraith-Anderson, Maxine 
Riffil, Jan Schmidt and Mary Silvis. 

- - - --- ------ -



Book 
Continued from Page 1 

SCW history book 
should be available 
for cotntnunity' s 
25th anniversary 
By Jeremy Pearlman 
Independent Newspapers 

An effort to create a book 
chronicling Sun City West's 
history is nearing completion 
and should be ready for sale 

to mark the 25th anniversary 
of the community's official 
groundbreaking in February 
2003. according to Ed Allen. 
the book's editor. 

See Book - Page 7 

Photo by Jeremy Pearlman/Independent Newspapers 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society will soon be publishing a 
historical book on Sun City West in commemoration of the 
community's 25th anniversary. Posing with a mock-up version 
of the book are Connie McMillin, the historical society's presi­
dent, and Ed Allen, the book's editor. 

Work began on "Sun City 
West Silver Celebration 
1978-2003'" during the sum­
mer of 2000 by m embers of 
the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society. 

cal documents, resea rched 
community landmarks and 
interviewed numerous ind i­
viduals to create an accurate 
account of Sun City West's 
history and evolution. 

"I feei very confident that 
what we have In the book Is 
accurate ," Mr. Allen said. 

"I antic ipate people will 
come to us and say we over­
looked this or that they 
remembered the history dif­
ferently," Mr. Allen added . 
"But we·ve sought out lots of 
people on any given subject. 
We ran copy by a number of 
people in the know (to ensure 
accuracy)." 

While the book does not 
detai l every s ingle event in 
the community's history, it 
provides a good perspective 
on how S un City West has 
become what it is today. 
according to Connie 
McMillin, the Historical Soci­
ety's president. 

"In this fast-paced media 
world , the boo k presents a 
core record of how the com­
munity evolved and came 
together," Ms. McMillin said. 

Underwritten by the His­
torical Society, the purpose 
of the book is to document 
the community's first quarter 
century. 

Since the project's begin­
nings, over two dozen volun­
teers have examined histori-

Approximately 300 pages 
in length, the book will 
include 140 illustrations. 
personal anecdotes and his­
torical facts. 
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The 24-chapter book 1-, 

expected to be printed 111 
December and available tor 
purchase in January for S 1 '2 

"The book is priced wlwn· 
it should be reasonable tor 
most people in the commu111-
ty, .. Mr. Allen said. "We r,· 
planning to print 7.500 
copies. 

Proceeds from book ;,alt--, 
will go to the Historical Soci­
ety. 

A complete list of venclor 
locations has yet to b,• 
released . It 1s antic1pa1,·d 
that the books will be m-.111-
able at events celt'braung 111, 
community's.anniversary. 
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THE SUN CITIES AREA HJSTORJCAL SOCIETY 
"S ~ '-- 2-0 C'-

SUN CITY WEST HISTORY TAKES SHAPE 

Work continues throughout the summer on the SCW 25th Anniversary history book. 
At his summer home in Wisconsin our Board member, Edson Allen, is putting the book 
into chapters with the reports from the committees who are working on different 
sections. By E-mail, telephone, and the postal service, members of the committee are all 
working to make the history of the first 25 years of Sun City West a best seller! 

Ed reports, "We are closing in on our goal. The book is expected to have 24 
Chapters, be about 250 pages in length and contain 80 or more illustrations. Thirteen of 
the chapters have been completed and the remainder chapters are in varying stages of 
completion. Bruce Ellison, formerly with the Daily News-Sun, has volunteered his 
services to edit the book to ensure grammatical accuracy and consistency of style. 

While an accurate recounting of history is its goal, the book will contain some very 
personal anecdotes from many of the early residents in order to give a more complete 
sense of what life was like back in the "pioneer"years. The book will also shed light on 
some little-known aspects of Sun City West's development. For example, the abortive 
attempt to sell vacation apartments as time shares, or the year that Crestview Restaurant 
was a Country Kitchen franchise. It will also answer some commonly asked question, 
giving the story behind the vacant land between the Sundome and Crestview. And, it 
will clear up the matter of a commuter train station at Grand Avenue and R.H. Johnson 
Boulevard. 

There's lots more to the history of Sun City West! We look forward to having the book 
ready for the 25 th Anniversary Celebration beginning next Febru~y. Watch for it!" 
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Group works toward 
chronicling sews history I 
By Jeremy Pearlman 
Independent Newspapers 

With a little over seven months 
remaining until Sun City West's 
25th anniversary observance, 
officials from the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society anticipate a 
book chronicling the communi­
ty's history will be ready in time 
to mark the occasion. 

Efforts to document the com­
munity's first quarter century 
began in the summer of 2000. 

Since then, over two dozen 
volunteers have sifted through 
historical documents, research­
ed landmarks of the community 
and interviewed numerous indi­
viduals in an effort to record 
how Sun City West has pro­
gressed to its current state. 

"We tried to gather informa­
tion as broadly as possible 
because I personally have two 
concerns in overseeing this proj­
ect: I want to make sure that it 

1 (the book) is done in a way that 
, it is as complete and thorough as 

possible and that it is as accurate 
as possible," said Ed Allen, 
board member of the historical 
society and project leader for 
the creation of the book. 

"We know we're going to 
overlook things but please let it 
not be something significant," 
he continued. 

In an effort to be as complete 
and accurate as possible, volun­
teers sorted through 25 years of 
newspapers, newsletters, act ivi­
ties· calendars, photos and addi­
tional source materials. 

Others working on the project 
interviewed original homeown­
e rs, past community leaders, 
officials from the community's 
developer and other pertinent 
individuals. 

Patterned after a similar book 
published in 1985 to commemo­
rate Sun C ity's first 25 years, 
"Jubilee," this publication is 
projected to include 24 chapters 
that trace the pre-history of the 
community through the present 
and even look toward Sun C ity 
West's future. 

So far, 13 chapters have been 
written and are currently being 
edited. The final 11 chapters are 
expected to be finished by 
August. according to Mr. Allen. 

"Our target date all along is to 
have the bo,ok ready by Feb. 15, 
2003, the 25th anniversary of the 

groundbreaking," Mr. Allen said. 
The book is being created 

completely by volunteers, resid­
ing in both Sun City West and 
Sun City. 

One of those volunteers is 
Barbara Brozman, one of two 
Sun Ci ty residents working on 
the project. 

"It 's been fun and exhaust­
ing," Ms. Brozman said. 

When agreeing to volunteer, 
Ms. Brozman thought she 
would take a few notes on some 
historical documents and be , 
done with the project. She. 
ended up doing more and, 
although it was time consuming 
work, she enjoyed doing it. 

"The old newsletters and cal­
endars are a lot of fun to read," 
Ms. Brozman said. " It was very 
interesting watching things 
develop and grow." 

Prompting the project's cre­
ation was an article in the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Society's 
summer 2000 newsletter, asking 
for a volunteer to start it. 

Written by Sun City West res­
ident Phyllis S~reet, then presi­
dent of the organization, the 
article recanted a dream . that 
someone organized a group to 
write the community's growth. 

Mr. Allen was the only one to 
respond to the article. 

"He just picked it up and got 
the ball rolling," Ms. Street said. 
"I'm really grateful that he was 
willing·'IO tackle this." 

The Historical Society is un­
derwriting the project. All pro­
ceeds from the book will benefit 
the non-profit organization. 

Beyond the desire that the 
book provide a good historical 
documentation of the communi­
ty, Ms. Street hopes that it will 
be a promotional tool for the 
Historical Society. 

"It's one way to alert (resi­
dents of Sun City West) to the 
fact that they are part of the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Society," 
she said. 

The price and all vendor loca­
tions for the book have yet to be 
determined. 

Mr. Allen is working on a 
marketing plan: trying to deter­
mine ways to get the book in as 
many hands as possible. 

'·l want to make it easy for 
people to obtain it and I want to 
price it so many people will buy 
it," Mr. Allen said. 
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Historical book committee needs help in solving mysteries 
By Beth Carlino 

Del E. Webb made a fortu ne 
building hotels in Las Vegas. He 
risked that fortune by bui lding 
Sun City- taking a chance that 
retirees would find happiness in 
a desert community which fea­
tured affordable housing, unique 
amenities and which provided a 
desirable lifestyle. He was, of 
course, immediately successful. 

Then Webb, originally a car­
pente r, continued to prove the 
American Dream existed by de­
veloping Sun City West. He thus 
created a flourishing community 
from the parched land knovVn as 
"Lizard Acres." 

And now, because of the ge­
nius of his foresight , Sun City 
West, a flourishing tovVn of more 
than 17,000 homes, businesses, 
places of worship and health fa­
cilities. wi ll celebrate its 25th 
anniversary in 2003. 

In o rd e r to c hro ni c le the 
growth o f the community, the 
Sun City West I Iistory Commit­
tee has been gathering research 
from a plethora of sources and 
writing a hi s tory of'Sun City 
West. "The final product o f the 
committee's effort wi ll be a pub­
lished book ready for distribution 
during 2003." said Ld /\lien. 
committee chair. 

But the committee has encoun­
tered some missing pieces, and it 
is looking for individuals to solve 
the following mysteries: 

First, the earliest health care in 
Sun City West was provided in 
198 1 from a temporary structure 
on the site of the former ABCO 
supermarket. Acco rding to the 
first physician, Dr. Alan Mi les, 
the facility was very primitive. 
Does anyone recall visiting this 
makeshift building? Or does any­
one have a photo of the struc­
ture? 

The second mystery involves 
Crestview Restaurant. When was 
it renamed "Terrace on the 
Green"? Was it when the Webb 
Corp. so ld the bu ildi ng? Was 
there a reason for the change? 
When did it take place? 

In October, 1984 (this is really 

an Orwellian mystery), a news­
paper photo shows a Rcstaurant­
Bakery-Ice Cream Parlor-Lounge 
named GrandmaO s in the 
Mercado del Sol shopping center. 
It was to be located in the space 
currently occupied by Lakeside 
Florist, with the ovVner hoping to 
sell 35 shares of GrandmaOs in a 
limited partnership venture. But 
the restaurant never opened. 
Does anyone recall what hap­
pened? 

If you can help clear up any of 
these mysteries, call Dee Balaker 
at 584-1449 to help fill in the 
missing pieces. 

The history of Sun City West 
is scheduled for completion in 
time for the 25 th ann iversary 
celebrations next February. The 
project is sponsored by the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Society. 

Wester News. Inc. Thursday, May 9, 
2002 

Documenting 25 years of SCW 
I 

I 
I 

e, ~c ' 

re. u 
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On Feb~ary 15, 1978, ground was officially broken for the new community 
of Sun City West Twenty-four years have sped by, and the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society is sponsoring a committee to document the history of Sun 
City West Committee members ata recent meeting are (top, I. tor.) Chair. Ed 
Allen, Larry Carlino, Don Schmidt, Eleanor Anderson, Jo Ruck and John 
Larson. Front (I. tor.) are Judy Schoeberle, Phyllis Street, Barbara Brozman, 
Dee Balaker and Betty Stoneking. Other members not shown are: Louie 
Coor, Jane Freeman, Dee Hjermstad, Barbara Griggs, Elaine McCraith­
Anderson. Maxine Riffil. ·Jan Schmidt and Marv Silvis. 



Progress Report 
Sun City West History Book 

Nearly two years of research and writing have led to a 
completed manuscript. Bruce Ellison is serving as editor, and has 
reviewed all twenty-four chapters. Bruce knows Sun City West's 
history from having covered it during his many years with the 
Daily News-Sun. His comments and corrections have all been 
incorporated and the book' s text is complete. 

During the research phase, many newspaper clippings, 
newsletters and activity calendars provided a wealth of photos of 
life in Sun City West. Approximately 125 photos were selected for 
the book. Now comes the task of writing captions , sizing the 
photos for reproduction in the book and locating originals. 

With text and photos of life in hand, the next step will be to lay 
out the book. For reasons of economy, a 6" x 9" size with soft 
covers was selected. The twenty-four chapters will be set in the 

proper type and the ~ 125 illustrations woven 
into the content. -...,.,,. ,-

A final step will be -...,,. ,- the preparation of an 
Index for the rear of the book. Fortunately, 
software exists today that speeds this task. 
One still must go through the final text 
n o u n - b y - n o u n , ~Mllllil indicating which ones 
should be referenced. ._..,._. The software keeps track 
along with the corresponding page 

numbers, and almost ---• magically prints out an 
alphabetized index. 

A high-resolution scanner will simplify the task of reproducing 
and sizing photos, and another computer will integrate them with 
the text. Toe final output will be a CD disk that holds the entire 
contents of the book, and which the printer will use in preparing his 
films. 

As Chairperson of the Sun City West History Committee I have 
had the pleasure of writing many of the chapters, have integrated 
sections written by various members of our History Committee, 
which included 20 persons, and have checked content with many 
knowledgeable individuals in Sun City West. As a result, I have 
become the designated "spear catcher'' for questions that will no 
doubt. arise about what we reported or failed to cover. I look 
forward to that duty with mixed feelings! 

We expect to be giving that final CD to a printer in early 
December, with the goal of having printed copies ready for 
distribution by late January. Watch for it- I know you are going to 
enjoy the story of how Lizard Acres became a lush oasis in just 25 
years! 

Edson Allen 
Chair, SCW History Committee 
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Group works to compile 
Sun City West's history 
Compilation expected in time for 
community's 25th anniversary celebration 
By JEREMY PEARLMAN 
Independent Newspapers 

Although the celebration of Sun 
City West 's 25th anniversary is still 
nearly two years away, the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Society has 
already begun the process of creat­
ing a book to document the history 
of the community. A book that Ed 
Allen hopes will be ready the· silver 
jubilee. 

"The 25th Anniversary is less 
than two years away and we need to 
find people in Sun City West to start 
the project now. It will be difficult 
to start in 2003," said Mr. Allen, 
board member of the historical soci­
ety and project leader for the cre­
ation of the book. 

The historical society is seeking 
volunteers to help in all aspects of 

■ HISTORY 

the book's creation. "We need vol­
unteers of different types," Mr. 
Allen said. " We need volunteers 
who like to interview. We need oth­
ers who will transcribe or type up 
notes ... and we need writers." 

The book, sponsored by the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Society, will 
trace the community 's evolution 
from before its groundbreaking on 
Feb. 13, 1978, through current 
issues that may have a far-reaching 
affect on the community's future . 

" Roughly 1,000 residents moved 
in dudng the first two years and 
formed an organization called the 
Pioneers. As they leave us, some 
history is leaving as well," said Mr. 
Allen, who estimates there are 
slightly more than 300 pioneers still 

See ■ HISTORY, Page 5 

From Page 1 

living in Sun City West. 
Jane Freeman co-authored a sim­

ilar project for Sun City's 25th 
Anniversary. The Sun City resident 
has been recruited to assist this 
project. ··we were fools who 
walked where angels feared to 
tread," said Ms. Freeman about the 
Sun City history. 

One of the ways Ms. Freeman 
will help in this project wi ll be to. 
··explain some of the things that 
happened to us and some of the 
problems we encoun te red." She 
will also try to locate and to talk to 
people originally involved in the 
behind-the-scenes creation of the 
community. 

Once completed, the history wi ll 
be available for residents to pur­
chase from the historical society. 

For more information about the 
project, to submit any early photo­
graphs of the c reation of Sun City 
West or to volunteer, call Ed Allen 
at 975-1"8 15 or Phyllis Street at 584-
0323. 
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History researchers 
needed 

I 1.:hruar: I '.'i. 2UO) "ill mar~ 
the 25th anni\ crsar\ llf ~rouncJ­
hreak i ng for Sun.Cit)-; W1.:st. 
Si11cc then. "LiLard Acres" has 
hlu:-.sonll·d inh> a cornpkte t:0111-

111 u 11 i 1: ,11·111orc th:111 17.00(J 
IHll1ll''.->. :,lure:.. bank:-.. uff1cc:,. 
pl.tu·~ ul \\,1r-;hir. hll',111\al and 
lll\lll'. 

l'he Sun Cities /\rca I listorical 
\lll'il·t:, is lnoking for i11Ji\ iJuals 
111lLTesh:d in hclp111g to document 
the first 25:, cars o!'Sun Cit:, 
\\ est hi'.->tor:,. This group\\ ill 
hm c acccs:, to the c,,tensi \ e ar­
c hi\ es of the SCA! IS, and \viii 
co11tac1 dubs. churches. bus111ess­
L'" a11J other local ,irga11i1.atiom, 
to L'llcourage them to contribute 
to a communit;,-\\idc history. 
\ lam o t' the earl\ residents sti II 
li\L' ,·1ere Wld oiler a rich lode or 
rx:1--;\ln:11 ar\LTdote:-. about \CW's 
L',1rlie:-.t da: :-.. ·1 he h1-.tur:, \\uulJ 
1101 hL· cornpktc \\ ithout sum ma­
nes ot' the v,u·ious issues that Sun 
Cit: V-. est !'aced Juri11g its 
gnl\\lh ... a11J faces in the future. 
I hL· linal proJrn.:t or the commit­
tel·\ elTon \\ ill b<: tu publish a 
book kt !'or distribution Juring 
200)- Sun Cit:, v-.·est's 25th 
:\11ni\.c1-:-,arJ Year. 

The comm ittee needs a"' ide 
\ arict) or ski 11s to be successful. 
h>r example, people ,, illing to 
intcrv ie\, othcrs ... to make mail­
ings to. and to co11tact clubs and 
urgani,.ations ... to re\ ic\\ an.:hi\ cs 
lc1r sig11ilica11t historical items .. to 
\\ rite ,cction'i 111' the histun ... tu 
nl1t "rittc11 111atcrial. to Joubk­
ch1xk au:urac) ... and more. In :,,i 

Joi11g. participants ,,ill learn 
rnan~ interesting. little-kno,, n 
ti1cts ahout their comm unit;,. 

I r \ ll ll \ \ l HI Id I i k (' l ll b C i n -
\ uh cJ in this rescarl·h :Kit\ 1 l \. 
L'Olll,ICI S( '1\I IS n,iard 111~rnbe,< 
Pll\ llis Street at 584-0323. or l :J 
1\lkn at 975-1815. 
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SCW man seeks book help i 
SILVER 
ANNIVERSARY: 
Group wants to 
publ ish 
community history 
in time for 
celebration 
BRUCE ELLISON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

When Sun City West turns 
25 on Feb. 19. 2003. resi­
dents hope to note the silver 
anniversary with a book 
detailing the community's 
first quarter of a century. 

That's what happened in 
Sun City back in 1985 with 
the publication of the 272-
page paperback lilied "Jubi­
lee: The 25th Anniversary of 
Sun City. Arizona ... 

Jane Freeman and Glenn 
Sanberg were the principal 
authors of the Sun City book. 

"It was a hell of a lot of 
work.· Freeman recalled this 
week. "But if they have this 
much of a head start on the 
Sun City West effort. and can . 
~et people interested in the 
project. they can do it." 

Ed Allen' knows that: "Be­
fore there can be a book. con­
siderable historical research 
needs to be completed .'' 

Allen. a board member at 
the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society, is one one of those 
spearheading the search for 
Sun City West information. 

"While we don't yet know 
what a committee might be 
planning to celebrate the 

Pioneers 
are those 
who moved 
into Sun 
City West in 
its first two 
years. 1978 
and 1979. 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Ed Allen is looking for help gathering Sun City 
West history for a book the Sun Cities Histori­
cal Society wants to publish. 

" I t's a 
cl u b that 
once had a 
t h ousand 
members ," 
Allen said . 
"Bu t with 
deaths and 
people mov­
i ng away. 
they're down 
to about 
300. I t 's 
somewhat 
amazing that 
although 
they have 
good docu­
men tation of 
thei r own 
m eetings. 
they have 
very Ii ttle 
background 
o n t h e 

25th an n iversary. we do 
know that we'd like LO get the 
book out· that year. Allen 
said. "We'd like to document 
the communiL\'S histoi.·. and 
we·ll need help from . resi­
dents. from the Pioneers. 
from those who have records 
and memories." 

Ground was broken for 
Sun City West Feb. 19. 1978. 
ll was Lo be a continuation of 
the highly successful and 
then almost-complete Sun 
City. . 

community. 

"We want to contact a ll the 
clubs. all the communi.ty 
organizations, the churches. 
the service groups. and ask 
them to start thinking about 
their history so they can 
make a contribution 'to us 
that will be included in the 
bigger book. " 

The book group. which 
doesn't yet have a name, also 
is seeking an endorsement 
for its effort from both the 
Recreation Cen ters of Sun 
City West and' 1he Sun City 

West Property Owners and 
Residents Association. t\\'o 
early organizations. 

Del Webb Corp. built both 
Sun City. with about 25.000 
dwelling units. and Sun Cny 
West, with about 18.000. The 
company now is developing 
Sun City Grand in Surprise. 
as well as other Sun City 
active-adult retirement com­
munities in several states. 

People interested in help­
ing need not be his torians or 
researchers. Allen said. "just 
Interested folks. maybe who 
can write. What's best are the 
contacts. the idea that they 
may know where to go or who 
lo ask" about some earl\· 
developments. · 

Freeman said the Sun Cit\ 
book, "Jubilee ... was writtei1 
with a lot of informal help 
from Del Webb Corp. 

"They were under orders lo 
clean out the junk in the 
main office. and they literally 
emptied Sun City's history 
into the trash bins," she said. 
"We grabbed that stuff up. 
and it took almost a year to 
sort it all out and make sense 
of it.· 

That situation isn't like!\· 
to recur. so the Sun Cit\' 
West effort will be more work, 
she said. 

Allen is a part-lime resi ­
dent of Sun Citv West. he 
said. His family still lives 111 

Wisconsin seven months of 
the year. But interested resi­
dents can reach him now at 
975-1815, or his colleague 
Phyllis Street. a lso a H istori ­
cal Society board member. at 
584-0323. for details or lCJ 

volunteer. 
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SUN OIIDY WEST 
ENiERYll'HING UNDER THE SUN 

A Special Salute To The 
25th Anniversary of Sun City West 

RECMAllON CEIITEAS 
Of SUN art WEST, INC. 



SelYlllf. s1111 c~ lt'est 
rl/llf,A,lljFor aer 2S YMrs 

Just minutes from our home to yours- We 
dedicate our service area to only a 20 mile radius 

of our Sun City West office. 

• New unit installations include new sheet metal 
stands, electrical disconnect and thermostat. 

• We specialize in installation and repair of 
ductwork. 

• We off er fast, friendly service on all air 
conditioning makes and models. 

• We provide a FREE second opinion regarding 
compressor failures. 

• No interest, same as cash thru January 2004 (oac) 
on new installations 

• We offer senior discounts 

I ' I ~ 
(!) 

Heating & Cooling Systems 
Since 1904 

If your home is more than 
15 years old, call us to see 

how you can save up to 
60% on your electric bill. 

We'll engineer your new system to be superior to the original system installed when your home was built. 
We have 16 SEER roof mount package models that are the most energy efficient roof mount units available. 

JUST MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 

On A Complete New 
Heating & Air Conditioning 

System Install* Expires 12-31-03 

Annual 
Maintenance 

Check-Up 
s329s* 

10°/o 
OFF 

SERVICE & 
REPAIRS* 
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II.I: 

Sponsored by 
Buick Rendezvous Chevy Silverado 

IIROfflffl CHEVROLET 
"We'll Be There" 

BUICK• 
"It's All Good" 

Sales: 8-6 p.m. Mon.-Fri., Sat. 8-3 Service: 8-5 Mon.-Fri. • Closed Sunday So You Can Browse. ,~...,.......,... ...... 
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Dee Hjermstad 

Dear friends and 
neighbors: 

Congratulations to 
each and every one 
of you for making 
Sun City West your 
home. We are proud 
to live in the premier 
active adult commu­
nity in the country. 

It is hard to believe 
that we are celebrat­
ing our 25th 
Anniversary this 
year. Some of us 
have been here near­
ly from the start. 
Many more are 
recent additions and 
newcomers. 

Regardless of how 
long you have called 
this beautiful com­
munity your home, 
we invite you to join 
with us in this Silver 
Celebration year of 
events. 

Sun City West Silver Celebration 

Welcome to the 
Sun City West 
Silver Celebration 

Our Silver 
Celebration 
Committee and all 
the hundred of dedi­
cated volunteers have 
planned some very 
exciting events for 
you beginning with 
our "kick-ofr' 
Birthday Parties on 
February 15 at both 
the R. H. Johnson 
Social Hall and Palm 
Ridge Summit Hall. 
Stop by and have 
some cake, meet your 
Sun City West neigh­
bors, and take the 
opportunity to view 
all the Silver 
Celebration items 
that have been creat­
ed for this occasion. 

We would like to 
thank our Steering 
Committee for secur­
ing the funds to pro­
vide the e activities 
and our event chairs 
for bringing such joy­
ful programs to our 
residents. 

Centers of Sun City 
West Governing 
Board and staff, 
especially Elaine 
McCraith, Board liai­
son; Linda Murray, 
Recreation Manager; 
Mauryne Hall, Public 
Relation Manager. 
They, along with our 
Event Chair, Marge 
Loeffler, and all the 
volunteers de erve a 
round of applause for 
their hard work on 
this Silver 
Celebration project. 

Enjoy the parties, 

Page 3 

Joe Davisson 

the concerts, the 
socials, the parade, 
and the performances 
that have been sched­
uled for this 25th 
anniversary year. 
They are yours to 
enjoy and have been 
planned with you in 
mind. 

Sincerely, 

Special thanks to 
the Recreation 

Silver Celebration Committee Co-chairs 
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BEST OVERALL 
CRUISE VALUE 
World Ocean & 

Cruise Liner Society 

BEST ONBOARD 
SERVICE 

Onboard Services 
Magazine 

HIGHEST-RATED 
PREMIUM 

CRUISE LINE 
Reader's of 

Conde Nast Traveler 

Coco palms swaying in the breeze, azure waters rimming a white sand beach. The 
Caribbean is a paradise filled with sun, serenity, good times and romance - and on a 
Holland America cruise, you can have it all. Call today. 

BOOK 
NOW 

Holland@~ 

FORD'S WORLl lRIIEl 
14621 N. Del Webb Btw. 

SUNCnY 
(623) 933-8256 

13593 Camino Det Sol 
SUN CflYWFST 

(623) 975-1800 

14455 W. Grand Alie. 
SURPRISE 

(623) 546--6996 
'ALL PRICES ARE PER PERSON, OOUBI.E OCCUPANCY. POAT CHARGES ANO TAXES INCLUDED. RESTRICTIONS APPLY. SHIPS REGISTRY: NETHERLANDS, BAHAMAS 
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Sun City West Silver Celebration 
Honorary Steering Committee 

These hard-working residents have given many 
years of service to the community through their 
participation in a variety of organizations. Their 
former and current affiliations are noted below: 

John Bergh 
Past President: Sun City 
Community Fund, Sunrise Lions 
Club 
Board Member: PORA, Boswell 
& Del Webb Hospitals, SPAA 
Sheriff's Posse member 
19-year resident 

Lorraine Cockle 
Board Member: Sun Health/Del 
Webb Hospital, SCW Foundation, 
PORA 
Past President Sun Health 
Auxiliary 
7,000 hours as Del Webb Hospital 
volunteer 
16-year resident 

Joe Davisson 
Director Emeritus and Past 
President, SPAA 
Past President: Norwest Bank Sun 
Cities, Ohio Club of Sun City 
Board Member, Sun Health/Del 
Webb Hospital 
Former Chairman, Sun Health 
Governmental Affairs 
Director Emeritus, Sun Health Foundation, Co­
Chair Sun City Symphonies Fund 

Drive 
30-year resident in the Sun Cities 

Tom Dickson 
Executive Vice President & CEO, 
Del E. Webb Memorial Hospital 

Former Vice President, 

Administration Services, Boswell Hospital 
Member/Past President of SCW Rotary Club 
12-year resident 

Lenore Forti 
President: Sun City West 
Foundation 
Board Member: PORA, SCW 
Community Fund, 
Past President: Lioness Club, Sun 
City West Singles 
18-year resident 

Randy Fuller 
President: PORA 
Member: WESTMARC, Luke 
West Valley Council 
Co-Chair: President's Council of 
the Sun Cities 
7-year resident 

John Galbraith 
Board President and former Treasurer: 
Briarwood Country Club 
9-year resident 
Sandford Goldstein 
Past President: SPAA, PORA, 
West Valley Art Museum, SCW 
Foundation 
Chair: Sun Health Governmental 
Affairs Committee 
Former Chair: Maricopa County 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
19-year resident 

Dee Hjermstad 
Past President: Rec Centers of 
SCW Governing Board, AA UW, 
Sun Cities Symphony 
Board Member: SPAA 
Member: Friends of the Library 
Film Selection Committee 
18-year resident 
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Birt Kellam 
President: SPAA 
Past President: Sun Health 
Foundation, West Valley Art 
Museum, Rotary Club 
Board Member: Sun Health 
Corporation, Del Webb Hospital, 
PORA 
Established: Sun City West 
Ambassadors & the Visitor Center 
30-year resident 

Rae McMillan 
President: Del E. Webb Memorial 
Hospital, Habitat for Humanity of 
the West Valley 
Past President: Sun Health 
Foundation, Royal Oaks Life Care 
Center 
Trustee: West Valley Art Museum, 
Sun Cities Chamber Music Society 
An Arizona native 

Sun City West Silver Celebration 

Joe Schoggen 
Rear Admiral with two Legion of 
Merit medals 
Past President/CEO: Navy Federal 
Credit Union 
Former Board Member Recreation 
Centers of Sun City West, Sun 
Cities Symphony, Sun Health 

Feb. - Nov. 2003 

Governmental Affairs/Del E. Webb Memorial 
Hospital, 
Board Member: Del E. Webb Memorial Hospital, 
Rotary Club 
13-year resident 

Thomas A. Taggart 
Board Member: SPAA, SPAA 
Presidents Advisory Council 
Former Board Member Symphony 
of the West Valley, Co-Chair Swing , 
with the Maestro Golf Tournament, 
Sun Health Senior PGA at Hillcrest 
Member: Rec Centers of sew 
Public Relations Committee 
16-year resident 

FOR GOLF . .. FOR FUN . .. FOR LIFE 

Little Car, Big Funl 
NEW • USED • REBUILT 

GAS & RECTRIC 
Neighborhood Vehicles And Golf Cars 
S • SERVICE • PARTS • ACCESS 

ClubCar 
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John Waldron 
Regional Director of Public 
Affairs: Pulte/Del Webb 
President: Valley of the Sun Public 
Relations Society of America 
Board Member: SPAA 

Robert W. Williams 
Retired Brigadier General, U.S. 
Army 
Former Legislator: Arizona House 
of Representatives 
24-year resident 

Sun City West Silver 
Celebration Finance and 
Fund-Raising Committee 

The Finance and Fund-Raising 
Committee members include chair­
man Birt Kellam, Ken Meade, Noel 
Willis, Randy Fuller, Tom Taggart, 
Tom Dickson, John Waldron, Bill 

Woodyard, Liz Reeve-Calley, Ruth 
Anderson and Dick Hohnson. 

Members are not all pictured here. 
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Noel Willis 
Chair: Building & Grounds 
Committee of Sun Health 
Allocates resources for the 
Targeted Care Panel/Valley of the 
Sun United Way 
Former Board Member: 
Symphony of the West Valley 
Past President: PORA 
10-year resident 

William Woodyard 
Retired Brigadier General, U.S. 
Air Force 
Former General Manager: 
Recreation Centers of Sun City 
West 
Former Board Member: Sun 
Health Corporation, Del E. Webb Memorial 
Hospital 
23-year resident 

Sun City West Silver 
Celebration Executive 
Committee 
Front row, from left, Clarine 
Clampitt, Diane Holloway, Alice 
Burns, Valerie Gitter. Second 
row, from left, Lorraine Cockle, 
Elaine McCraith, Donna Potter, 
Dee Hjermstad, Joe Davisson, 
Marge Loeffler, Earl Mackert. 
Third row, from left, Mary 
Bunting, Regina Muhlenfeld, 
Pat Imholte, Vera Keeler, Pat 
Heneghan, Mary Jo Copelan, 
Linda Murray, Dusty Rhodes, 
Lenore Forti, Kay Ginsburg. 
Fourth row, from left, Lee 
Vogel, Dan Kedzie. 
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Del Webb and his visionaries, 
R.H. Johnson, Fred Kuentz and John Meeker 
By Diana Shaughnessy 
Independent Newspapers 

Del Webb is the name 
most people associate 
with the dramatic change 
in senior retirement living 
across the country. With 
the creation of Sun City, 
the Webb name became 
synonymous with an 
active retirement life built 
around a community cre­
ated with that end in 
mind. 

Mr. Webb would be the 
first to admit, however, 
that his idea of planned 
retirement living was 
given life by the talented 

people with which he sur­
rounded himself. 
Nowhere was that more 
evident than in Sun City 
West, which was built 
after Mr. Webb's death in 
July 1974. Sun City West, 
created 25 years ago by 
Mr. Webb's visionaries, 
kept alive the idea of a 
healthy, active retirement. 
And three of those vision­
aries, Robert H. Johnson, 
Fred Kuentz and John 
Meeker, have been 
immortalized in Sun City 
West by having their 
names attached to streets 
or recreation centers. 

Those entering Sun 

In Honor Of Sun City West's 
Silver Anniversary We Are Offering 

25% Off 
All Zina Silver Jewelry Through Jan. 31, 2003! 

H '-

Photo supplied by Sun Cities Area Historical Society 

Del Webb, center, discusses a construction project with 
Robert H. Johnson, left, and Fred Kuentz. 

City West through the 
entrance off Bell Road 
notice the name of the 
main thoroughfare right 
away: R.H. Johnson 

Boulevard. The well-kept 
avenue leads through the 
development and past 
R.H. Johnson Recreation 

•See VISIONARIES, Page 12 

ffie uUadigo~ 
Retirement Residence 

You will find casual elegance in our spacious 
apartments, our gounnet menus, our beautiful 
architecture and our pampered courtyards. Living at 
The Madison, you'll enjoy our feeling of closeness 
that comes from being with friends everyday. 

Your monthly rent includes: 
Fine dining three times a day• Chauffeured 
7-day transportation • 5-star Activity and 

Fit11ess programs • Cmnptimentary Sun City West 
Recreation Cm-d • Resident Managers 

• And mudt mC11E •.. 

A variety of floor plans are available now. Each 
apartment features a full kitchen, verandas, central 
air, and walk-in closets. Call us or stop by to enjoy a 
complimentary lunch at The Madison and take a 

! personal tour of our lovely residence. 
e 

!- • 18626 Spanish Garden Dr. 
~ THE .MADISON Sun City West, AZ 85375 
i -- 'a,'piia'i,;;;.;;;u.iii,·-- (623) 584-1999 fm' 
0 

~ crving seniors since 1971. ~ 
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Taking your health personally 

Sun Health is a non-profit organization 
belonging to the communities that benefit from the services provided. 

Your healthcare needs can be met right in your neighborhood 
With services right around the corner. Available right when you need them. 

• Boswell Memorial Hospital 
• Del E. Webb Memorial Hospital 
• Boswell/Mesa Nursing Education Program 
• Grandview Terrace Life-Care Community 
• Heart Center 
• Louisa Kellam Center for Women's Health 
• The Nesting Place Obstetrical Suites 
• Sun Health Care Center 
• Sun Health Community Education 

and Wellness Services 
• Sun Health Del E. Webb Health Center 

of Wickenburg 
• Sun Health La Loma Internal Medicine 

and Pediatrics 

• Sun Health Foundation 
• Sun Health Grandview Care Center 
• Sun Health Home Care Services 
• Sun Health Hospice Care Services 

and Residence 
• Sun Health La Loma Care Center* 
• Sun Health La Loma Village* 
• Sun Health MediSun 
• Sun Health Obstetrics & Gynecology 
• Sun Health Olive Branch Senior Center 
• Sun Health Personal Care Services 
• Sun Health Residence for Alzheimer's Care 
• Sun Health Residence for Special Adults 
• Sun Health Research Institute 
* Opening 2004 

For more information on Sun Health services, please call the Sun Health Lin~ at 
623/876-5432 or J/800/815-0115. 
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Sun City West: A brief history 
1978-2003 

From the vision of an 
idyllic retirement 
lifestyle that began 
with the opening of 
Sun City in 1960, to 
the reality of the coun­
try's finest active adult 
community, Sun City 
West sits as one of the 
crown jewels of Del 
Webb's planned devel­
opments. 

With groundbreaking 
on Feb. 15, 1978, to the 
first residents-our pio­
neers-who moved into 
their homes later that 
year, Sun City West has 
grown into a paradise 
in the southwest. 

One of the factors 
that made Sun City 
West as appealing as its 
older sister city to new 
home buyers was the 
planning of recreation 
centers prior to actual 
housing. Even though 
the houses were fin­
ished first, many of 
those new buyers made 
their purchase based 
upon the continuing 
growth of the recre­
ation centers. The R.H. 
Johnson recreation 
complex, part of John 
Meeker's idea making 
the community a pre­
mier place to live for 
the new generation of 
seniors, opened on Oct. 
20, 1979, joining 

Hillcrest Golf Club as 
the first recreational 
facilities created for 
enjoyment of Sun City 
West homeowners. 

However, it was not 
just physical facilities 
that residents appreciat­
ed. They soon began 
creating clubs, joining 
music groups, estab­
lishing chapters of 
service organizations 
and founding churches 
and synagogues. 

One of those commu­
nity creations was the 
Sun City West 
Foundation, which 
gave residents a name 
under which they could 
raise funds to sponsor 
housing for community 
projects. The SCWF 
currently provides 
facilities for Helping 
Hands, meeting rooms, 
AARP Tax Services, 
Thrift Shop, Interfaith 
Adult Day Care Center, 
Luminarias, PRIDES 
and Voluntary 
Placement Services. 
These organizations 
allow Sun City West 
residents to borrow 
medical equipment, get 
help on tax preparation 
or go to a shelter in 
case of emergency. 

In November of 1979, 
the SCW Rec Center's 
first golf course, 

Pebblebrook, was 
unveiled. Eventually 
Pebblebrook would be 
joined by six other 

courses for private use 
by Rec Center mem-

•See HISTORY, Page 11 

Submitted photo 

A historical look at Sun City West 
The Sun Cities Area Historical Society has pub­
lished a history of Sun City West in commemoration 
of the community's 25th anniversary. The book doc­
uments the community's first quarter century. Over 
two dozen volunteers have examined historical doc­
uments, researched community landmarks and 
interviewed numerous individuals to create an 
accurate account of Sun City West's history and 
evolution. Edited by Ed Allen and with an extensive 
index, the book runs about 300 pages and includes 
140 illustrations, personal anecdotes and historical 
facts. It is currently available for $12 at various 
events celebrating the community's 25th anniver­
sary. Proceeds from book sales will benefit the 
Historical Society. 
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History 
Continued from Page 10 

hers: Stardust, 
Grandview, Echo Mesa, 
Trail Ridge, Desert 
Trails and, finally in 
1996, Deer Valley. 

As the community 
grew, so did recreation­
al facilities. Beardsley 
Park Rec Center was 
opened in June of 
1985. As more resi­
dents moved into their 

Sun City West Silver Celebration Page 11 

homes, Kuentz Center 
opened. Palm Ridge 
was added to the Rec 
Center roster with the 
addition of homes 
north of Deer Valley 
Drive. 

Today, more than 
32,000 people call 
Sun City West their 
home. The community 
is pleased to celebrate 
25 years of incompa­
rable living in the 
Valley of the Sun. 

Left, Palm 
Ridge 
Recreation 
Center began 
as a line on 
the dirt in the 
addition of 
Sun City West 
north of Deer 
Valley Road. 
Below: Prior 
to its opening, 
the palm trees 
in front of the 
rec center still 
bore their 
frond ties and 
the grass had 
still not 
sprouted. 
Today Palm 
Ridge is home 
to many 
clubs. 

File photos 

re 

WE DO MOORE THAN 
JUST COPIES! 

• Personal Publishing 
• Computer Graphics, Illustration 

& Design 
• Full-color Offset Printing & 

Color Copying 
• T-shirts & Transfers from 

Photo to Fabric 
• Brochures, Letterhead & 

Stationery 
• Business Cards & Labels 
• Newsletters & Banners 
• Color Computer Printouts 
• Personalized Calendars 

And a whole lot Moore! 

HOURS: 
8:00 AM-5:00 PM WEEKDAYS 

13415 West Westgate Drive 
Surprise, Arizona 8537 4 

623-972-8161 • FAX 623-544-0659 
E-Mail: MooreGraph@aol.com 

www.MooreGraphics.com 
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Visionaries 
Continued from Page 8 

Center, 19803 R.H. 
Johnson Blvd. 

Mr. Johnson was still a 
student at Phoenix 
Business College when he 
met Mr. Webb in 1935. He 
began working for the Del 
E. Webb Development 
Company (DEVCO) at 
that time as the timekeep­
er, responsible for making 
sure construction projects 
were built on time and 
within budget. From this 
inauspicious beginning, 
Mr. Johnson ended up 
becoming Chairman of the 
Board of Del E. Webb 
Corp., retiring in 1981 to 
create the philanthropic 
Del E. Webb Foundation 
in Wickenburg, founded in 

1960. 
Mr. Johnson has often 

been called, " ... the driv­
ing force in the develop­
ment of Sun City West." 

While Mr. Johnson was 
the driving force, Mr. 
Webb called Fred Kuentz 
" ... the great negotiator." 

Mr. Kuentz joined the 
DEVCO team in 1949 as 
the director of electrical 
design and cost control. 
He quickly moved 
through the company 
ranks and, by 1965, was 
vice president of property 
management and senior 
vice president of corpora­
tion operations. When he 
was offered the seat of 
president of DEVCO in 
1983, he took control of 
Sun City West develop­
ment and was largely 
responsible for the con-

Sher's 
Discount Clothing & Accessories 

brings the manufacturer to you! 

30% to 70% OFF 
EVERYDAY 

Unique Clothing 

fl Denim Vests ~ 
1 Jewelry ~ 

Accessories ~ 
A Sun Cities Favorite Since 19951 

r-------j EXTRA SAYINGS COUPON t----, 
I . I 

: In addition to savings &verv dav , 
: with our low prices, present this : 
: coupon for an extra : 
I I 

1100/oOFFI 
I l 

: Your Total Purchase : 
I I 

l Not valid In comblnallon wllh 8llY l 
L ___ other offer or coupons. Expires 12-31-03 1~J 

11663 W. Bell Rd., Ste. 3 & 4 
SE Corner of Bell & 116th Ave. in Tolliver's Center 

623-876-9727 

tinued growth of the com­
munity. 

Fred R. Kuentz 
Recreation Center, 14401 
R.H. Johnson Blvd., is 
named for this visionary. 
Mr. Kuentz passed away 
Oct. 29, 2001. 

Visitors driving through 
Sun City West will even­
tually come upon a street 
named Meeker 
Boulevard. This roadway 
is named for John Meeker, 
who added the personal 
touch to the community 
by looking at the develop­
ment through homeown­
ers' eyes. It was Mr. 
Meeker who gambled on 
projects others thought 
were foolish, like creating 
the Sundome Center for 
Performing Arts, or sup­
plying free garden plots 
for residents, or supplying 

land at rea­
sonable 
cost to 
churches 
wanting to 
locate 
within the __ _...l.;;_; 

community. John Meeker 

Mr. Meeker originally was 
Mr. Webb's golf caddie 
prior to World War II. He 
became part of the 
DEVCO family in 1946 as 
a junior clerk. After work­
ing as an operations clerk 
and supervisor of design 
and engineering, Mr. 
Meeker took on the role of 
president and director of 
DEVCO in 1965. He 
passed away Feb. 5, 2000. 

These visionaries added 
to the original Webb idea 
and created Sun City 
West, which celebrates its 
25th anniversary in 2003. 

People You 
Can Rely On 

NA 

"Our Priority Is Your Personal Success" 
Individual & Family Banking • Commercial Banking 
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Making history wHII "Ille Big Shot' 
You ought to be in 

"The Big Shot." 
At 9 a.m. March 29, the 

Recreation Centers of 
Sun City West and the 
Silver Celebration 
Committee are sponsor­
ing "The Big Shot," the 
largest group photograph 
in history. Event chair 
Mauryne Hall and her 
committee will attempt to 
get as many residents as 
possible to the R. H. 
Johnson parking lot. 

There, residents will be 
arranged in the shape of 
a star and photographed 
to capture one million 
years of life! 

The photo will appear 
in the Guiness Book of 
World Records and will 
eventually be joined by 

#3Best 
Franchise 
Wo-r-Ld,w(k 
Entrepreneur M.tgllzlnc 

Janua,y 2002 

"stars" and "stripes" of 
people from other com­
munities around the 
United States, creating a 
human American Flag. 

The success of this 
enormous undertaking 
depends on the willing­
ness of Sun City West 
residents and the dedica­
tion of volunteers from 
our many community 
service organizations. 

Some clubs have issued 
challenges to other clubs 
to fill out one point of 
the star or to volunteer 
more members to make 
this event possible. 

Many organizations are 
working together on this 
huge project: the Posse, All 
States Clubs, PORA & the 
Visitors Center, Fire 

Crossroads Towne Center 
12751 W. Bell Rd., #11, Surprise 

Department, Computer 
Club, Connections, Red 
Hats, Sun City West Men's 
Club, Wester Jesters, 
Desert Aires Barbershop 
Quartets, Westside Food 
Bank and Canine 
Companions all have vol­
unteered. 

Everyone is needed, as 

a volunteer to help as an 
usher, parking attendant, 
car/van pool driver, water 
server, traffic controller, 
or whatever else is need­
ed. 

Contact Mauryne Hall at 
(623) 544-6133 or e-mail 
her at dept9@rcscw.com 
for more information. 

Submitted photo 
The Navy Sea Chanters perform at the Sundome 
March 5 as part of the Celebration's entertainment 
program 

A 
30minute 

complete workout 
tbat'sfast,fim 

& effective! 

ONE FREE 
WORKOUT 

MENTION THIS AD 

623-875-2575 



/~ /J1f.,. With the newly 
~ opened 18-hole 

Cimarron Golf Club, the number 

of championship golf holes at 

Sun City Grand has grown to 72. 

Which means rhe number of golf 

course homesites has grown, coo. 

With its many artful 

water features and dramatic 

boulder formations, Cimarron Golf Club as only 

the first of many exciting changes m the works ar 

Sun City Grand. In the commg months, a new day 

Cimarron Golf Club Now Open 
19 new models, sw-ting from the low SIOOs. Open daily 8 to 5. 
West on Bell Road to Grand Avenue, north 3 miles. 
1-888-269-6268 

spa and fitness center, outdoor 

swimming pool, arcs & crafts facility, 

and several more neighborhoods 

Will open. 

We're even adding a pickle ball 

court. Just one more example of 

how we're growing by leaps and 

bounds to meet the growing 

asp1rat1ons of the people who live 

here. We invite you co stop by and see all the new 

and exciting things at Sun City Grand by Del Webb, 

the leader in active adult ltvmg for 43 years. Live on. 

Congrarulations to Sun City West on your 25th Anniversary! 
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Feb. 15, 1978: an auspicious day in Sun City West history 
It started Feb. 15, 

1978 with about 200 
ceremonial shovelfuls 
of soil and turned into 
the 7 ,000-acre master­
planned community 
known as Sun City 
West. Now home to 
some 28,000 residents, 
more than 1,200 homes 
were built during the 
community's first year, 
providing homes to 
about 1,ood people. 

Sun City West was 
created by Del Webb 
Corporation. Learning 
and making improve­
ments from their first 
west Valley communi­
ty, Sun City, Sun City 
West Phase I was origi­
nally planned to have " 
... six full-length golf 
courses, three recre­
ation centers and 
approximately 17,000 
housing units." 

Now 25 years later, 
residents enjoy four 
regulation and three 
executive golf courses, 
27 tennis courts, indoor 
and outdoor walking 
tracks, racquet and 
handball courts, bocce 
and lawn bowling, 
shuffleboard, billards, 
softball, indoor and 
outdoor swim.ming 
pools, a 30-lane bowl­
ing center, and four 
multi-million dollar 
recreation centers. 

In addition to ameni­
ties provided by the 
community, Sun City 
West residents are 

Photos from Sun City West Newsletter, February, 1979 

A special quintet was on hand for the Feb. 15, 1978 groundbreaking ceremonies. 
From left, John W. Meeker, Del E. Webb Development Co. president; U.S. Senator 
Dennis DeConcini; Hank Raymond, J.G. Boswell Co. vice president; Robert H. 
Johnson, Webb Corporation chairman and CEO; Governor Wesley Bolin. 

members of over 100 leaders followed, dig- relaxed atmosphere. 
clubs. From arts and ging in on their own. Clarice and Edward 
crafts to home-state Eight months later Uhl also were initial 
clubs and chapters of another ceremony was residents of the new 
most national and held to welcome the community. The pair 
international service first residents. Present moved to Arizona from 
clubs, retirees are find- at that ribbon-cutting Alameda, Calif. 
ing themselves busier ceremony were Sales topped $92 mil-
than ever enjoying DEVCO Executive lion during the first 
their own personal Vice President Joe half of 1979. Of that 
interests. Aubin, resident Clarice amount, more than $51 

The official ground- Uhl, DEVCO President million in new sales 
breaking ceremony John Meeker, residents was recorded during 
was held Feb. 15, Mary and Luman the year's second quar-

1978. On hand digging Wick, DEVCO Vice ter. Over 1,250 new 
the first shovelfuls of President and homes were sold dur-
dirt were John W. Operations Manager ing the six-month peri-
Meeker, president of Bob Cannon and od. 
the Del E. Webb DEVCO Senior Vice Sun City West cele-

Development Co., President and brated its seventh birth-
Senator Dennis Engineering Manager day Oct. 16, 1985 with 
DeConcini, J.G. Boswell Tom Ryan. the announcement that 
Co. Vice President Hank The Wicks became 12,500 people were 
Raymond, Webb Sun City West's first now residents of the 

Corporation Chairman residents Oct. 16, new community. 
and CEO Robert H. 1978. Formerly of Originally, community 
Johnson and Governor Topeka, Kans., the pair officials were aiming at 

Wesley Bolin. Almost noted they enjoyed the a final population of 
200 civic and business area's freindly and 25,000. 
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Sponsors: they make it all happen 
The Sun City West Silver Celebration 
Committee would like to thank the following 
businesses for their support: 

Ken Meade, 
premier sponsor 

I IBromm BRom m A~tomotive Group, 
primary sponsor 

Holland America Cruise Lines, 
primary .--------------, 

Albertson's 
Basha's 
Daily News Sun 
Ford Travel 
Grandview Terrace 
Moore Graphics 
Northern Trust Bank 

One Hour Photo 
Pulte/Del Webb 
Sun City West 
Independent 
Sun Health 
Trader Joe's 
Wells Fargo Bank 

Getting 
ready 

sponsor Holland@~ 

Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society 
board members 
Phyllis Street, Jane 
Freeman and 
Barbara Brozman 
sort through origi­
nal booklets for 
the Sun City West 

b:H.-1 Silver Anniversary 
-=-c..::;_......a!!:l!!:;;.---l display. 

IT'S THE TALK OF THE TOWN! 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · Store wide Sale · · · • · • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Rings ... $29.95 
Earrings ... $29.95 
Pins ... $10.00 

Heart Pendants ... $29.95 
Tennis Bracelet ... s40.oo 
Chains ... $10.00 
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Pioneers and Heroes 
Thirty-three residents 

of Sun City West are 
vying for the title of 
Pioneer and Hero in a 
contest recognizing 
those who have helped 
the community grow. A 
few of the pioneers 
have been Sun City 
West residents for the 
entire 25 years, but 
most have been resi­
dents between 20 and 
24 years. They came 
for the health and 
lifestyle attractions, 
and describe how their 
lives changed for the 
better after moving. 

Winners will be 

Introducing 
DIiion's Second 
Location Now 

Open in SURPRISE 
Serving 

Same Great Food! 
Same Great Menu! 

Bell Rd. 

announced at the Feb. 
15, 2003 Kick-Off 25th 
Anniversary parties at 
Palm Ridge Rec 
Center, 13800 W. Deer 
Valley Drive, and R.H. 
Johnson Social Hall, 
19803 R.H. Johnson 
Blvd. Gifts for the win­
ners are supplied by 
Wells Fargo Banlc first 
place, $1,000; second 
place, $500; 10-third 
place winners , $ 100 
each. 

Here are some of 
their stories: 

Chuck and Betsy 
Bennett decided on 
Sun City West 24 years 

Submitted photo 
Betsy and Chuck Bennett 

ago after meeting each 
other following the 
death of their spouses. 
They wanted to start 
their new life together 
in a different place 
while conquering 

growing arthritic prob­
lems. The change pro­
duced such good health 
that Betsy won swim­
ming contests where 

•See PIONEERS, Page 18 

19900 N. Remington • Surprise, AZ • 623-584-8494 
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Pioneers 
Continued from Page 19 

she also exhibited her 
famous jackknife dive. 
Chuck served as a 
Posse volunteer. The 
pair sang in the original 
Western airs chorus, 
which has since 
changed the spelling of 
its name. Betsy puts her 
handmade dolls on dis­
play in their window 
every Christmas. Real 
lovers of their new 
home, the Bennetts 
have kept a box full of 
Del Webb fliers and 
pictures showing com­
munity activities and 
events since the origin 
of Sun City West. 

Melton Bryan 
arrived in Sun City 
West in 1978 and has 
served on the governing 
board of PORA and 
several committees of 
the Rec Centers as well 
as the Sun City West 
Foundation. He has 
been a PRIDES volun­
teers and sold lurninar­
ias at Christmas. His 
mother was monitor of 
a men 's golf club. 

Charles and Adele 
Frankel moved to Sun 
City West 25 years ago 
from New York City 
where Charlie was a 
policeman. They helped 
start seven clubs and 
have volunteered at the 
hospital and many other 
organizations. Charlie 
was instrumental in ere-

Sun City West Silver Celebration 

Submitted photo 

Charles and Adele Frankel 

ating the Sun City West 
Fire District and is cur­
rent chairman of the fire 
board. Adele helps at all 
fire district events. 

Bill and Mary Silvus 
made their move 24 
years ago and were active 
in the formation of a 
church golf league. They 
have been volunteers at 
the library, Sundome, 
Habitat for Humanity, 

AARP and many other 
groups. Bill was the sec­
retary of the bowling 
league for its first 15 
years. Mary is the longest 
continuous member of 
the Crestview Riders 
Bicycle Club. 

Marilyn Radford 
moved to Sun City West 
24 years ago and has 
served on the Rec 
Centers board. She also 

Photo by Mike Russo/Independent Newspapers 

Hot Dog! 
A resident garnishes his hot dog at a Sun City West 
club fund-raising event. 

Feb. - Nov. 2003 

Submitted photo 

Marilyn Radford 

Submitted photo 

Frances Decker 

helped start PRIDES, 
has served on condo 
boards and started the 
singles group at 
Briarwood Country 
Club. She was a volun­
teer for Meals on Wheels 
and served on a Sun 
Health committee 
among other things. 

Frances Decker 
arrived in Sun City West 
24 years ago and started 
the Sunshine Serenaders, 
a group of singers that 
entertains in nursing 
homes and other places. 
She also has served as 
president of three clubs. 
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Church Open House 
April 6, 2003 

Sun City West residents and guests are invited to visit the commu­
nity's houses of worship from 1 to 3 p.m. while walking through 
neighborhoods during springtime. The event culminates with an Ice 
Cream Social from 3 - 5 p.m. to be held at Beardsley Park with 
entertainment by the Rhythm Ramblers Big Band. 

Church & Synagogue Locations 

A Our lady of lordes 
Catholic Church 
1002 N. 128th Ave. 

B Desert Garden United Church of Christ 
18818 N. 128th Ave. 

C First Baptist Church 
17 419 Conquistador Dr. 

0 

D Shepard of the Hills United Methidist Church 
13658 Meeker Blvd. 

E Church of the Advent Episcopal Church 
13150 Spanish Garden Dr. 

F lord of life Lutheran Church 
13724 W Meeker Blvd. 

6 Desert Palms Presbyterian 
13459 Stardust Blvd. 

H Beth Emeth Congregation 
13702 Meeker Blvd 

I Covenant Presbyterian Church 
13601 W. Aleppo Or. 

J First Church of Christ Scientist 
14140 W. Meeker Blvd. 

K Crown of life Lutheran Church 
13131 Spanish Garden 

l First Assembly of God 
12580 W. Beardsley Rd. 

M Stardust Bible Church 
(relocating) 

N Palm West Community Church 
13845 Startdust Blvd. 

O Sun City West Christian Church 
20803 N. 151st Ave. 

P Prince of Peace Catholic Church 
14818 Deer Valley Or. 

Deer Valley Drive 

Bell Road 

,::, 

I a: 
G> c,, 
as .. 
i 
iii 
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Calendar 
for 

Sun City West S 
The Silver Celebration Committee has planned many exciting events 
and activities for the residents of Sun City West in honor of 25 years 

as the premiere active adult community in the nation! Mark these 
dates on your 2003 calendar. You won't want to miss them. Dates 

may be subject to change. 

FEBRUARY 
15: Kick-off Birthday Parties at R. H. Johnson & Palm Ridge-FREE 

18: Sun Health Seminars, Del Webb Hospital Auditorium-FREE 

MARCH 
5: U.S. Navy Sea Chanters at the Sundome 
6-9: Softball Tournament at Kuentz Ballfield 

8: Sun Cities Chamber Music Society concert, 7:30 p.m. at Bellevue 
Heights Church, 9550 W. Hutton Drive, Sun City 

15-16: Bocce Tournament 
22: Silver Celebration Gala, Briarwood Country Club, $75 per person 

C flr,J'ceh 29: 9 a.m. The Big Shot in R. H. Johnson Parking Lot-FREE 

APRIL 
6: Church Open House followed by Ice Cream Social at Beardsley 

Park featuring the Rhythm Ramblers Big Band-FREE 
3-6: Tennis Tournament 

DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED: Senior Golf Classic 
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of Events 
the 
ilver Celebration 

MAY 
3: Reception for members of the Posse & PRIDES 

10: Silver Celebration Golf Tournament 
15: High Tea at Briarwood Country Club, $30 per person 

JUNE 
2: Kiva West Championship Bridge Tournament 

28: Bowling Tournament 

SEPTEMBER 

Page 21 

20: Silver Celebration Stardust Revue at the Stardust Theatre - FREE 

OCTOBER 
25: Parade with bands, horses & decorated golf cars 

25: Lawrence Welk Personalities at the Sundome (drawing for Holland 
America cruise and Bromm Buick Le Sabre at intermission) 

NOVEMBER 
13-15: "Celebration," Sun City West annual Variety Show at the 

Sundome 

Please note: No Recreation Center funds are being used for the 25th Silver 
Celebration events or activities. All monies are donated by sponsors or are 

being raised through the sale of the bells and car/cruise drawing tickets. 
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Important Sun City West phone numbers 
Emergency -- Fire or medical, 911 
Fire Department, Sun City West, 584-3500 
Sheriff's Posse, Sun City West, 584-5808 
Maricopa County Sheriff's Office, 256-1000 

• Del E. Webb Memorial Hospital, 214-4000 
W.O. Boswell Memorial Hospital, 977-7211 
Sun Cities Animal Rescue, 872-7941 
4-Paws Animal Rescue, 876-8778 
Sun Cities Area Transit, 977-8363 
Sun City West Visitor's Center, 214-8629 
PORA, 584-4288 
Helping Hands Foundation, 975-5499 
Sun City West Foundation, 584-6851 
Sun Healthline, 876-5432 
Thrift Shop of Sun City West, 584-3869 
Interfaith Services, 584-4999 

Westside Food Bank, (602) 242-3663 
AARP Information Center, (800) 424-3410 
Recreation Centers of SCW, 544-6000 -­
This number must be called prior to extension 
R.H. Johnson Pool, Ext. 2021 
Beardsley Park Pool, Ext. 2031 
Kuentz Pool, Ext. 2041 
Palm Ridge Pool, Ext. 2051 
R.H. Johnson Village Store, 544-6135 
R.H. Johnson Library, 544-6130 
Rec. Centers Member Services, 544-6100 
Golf Tee Time Reservations, 544-6044 
Grandview Terrace, 975-8000 
Epoch Assisted Living, 584-2338 
The Heritage Tradition, 546-9500 
The Madison, 584-1999 

• 
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PORA: working for Sun City West residents since 1980 
The idea for the Sun 

City West Property 
Owners and Residents 
Association originally 
sparked in February 
1979 so future residents 
could officially oppose 
a $27.5 million bond 
program passed in the 
Dysart Unified School 
District June 1978 elec­
tion. 

The organization suc­
cessfully rescinded the 
bond program in Oct. 
1980 after officially 
forming m January 
1980. Committees also 
formed to review utility 
rates, add traffic control 
signs, begin Friday 
Night Bingo, and to 
separate Sun City West 
from the Dysart Unified 
School District. It was 

through the election of 
four Sun City West resi­
dents to the district 
board and a vote in May 
of 1981 that separated 
Phase I of Sun City 
West from the school 
district. 

PORA also has pro­
posed the formation of a 
community fire district 
and opposed a county 
landfill location off El 
Mirage Road north of 
Deer Valley Road. 

Since then, anything 
proposed by govern­
ment organizations has 
had an alternative pro­
posal. PORA initiatives 
have been realized 
through the creation of 
such organizations as 
Community Fund, 
Meals on Wheels, the 

Photo by Diana Shaughnessy/Independent Newspapers 

Millie Auxter has been a PORA volunteer since 1986. 

Sun City West 
Foundation and 
Lending Hands. 

PORA continues to 
support all Sun City 
West residents by work­
ing together with 
responsible public and 
private organizations. 
Over the years, PORA 
has been active in main­
taining compatible zon­
ing and development 

adjacent to Sun City 
West and establishing 
single family home 
deed restrictions within 
the community. 

Those wishing to join 
PORA's e-mail list for 
regular updated infor­
mation may send a letter 
t 0 

pora@suncitywest.org. 
The Web site is located 
at www.porascw.org. 
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Del E. Webb Memorial Hospital 
Responsive to west Valley needs for 15 years and beyond 

More than 10 years 
were invested in the plan­
ning of Del E. Webb 
Memorial Hospital prior 
to it opening in January 
1988. Sun Health, the 
community-based, non­
profit parent company 
that also operates 
Boswell Memorial 
Hospital in Sun City, for­
mulated the plan with the 
realization that patient­
care demands eventually 
would surpass Boswell 
Hospital's capacity to 
serve the entire northwest 
Valley area. The vision 
was that together, these 
non-profit healthcare 
facilities would serve the 
healthcare needs of the 
entire area. 

Sun Health representa­
tives took their case 
before the Central 
Arizona Health Systems 
Agency in 1984. 
Although there was over­
whelming evidence that 
Boswell Hospital's 
capacity would be 
exceeded even before 
completion of a new hos­
pital in Sun City West -
and despite endorsements 
such as the unanimous 
support of the Sun City 
West Property Owners 
and Residents 
Association - the 
CAHSA hearing board 
voted to deny the project 
by a narrow 5-4 vote. 

Undaunted, Sun Health 
continued efforts to bring 
the needed hospital to the 
area. The Arizona 

Photo by Diana Shaughnessy/Independent Newspapers 

Children from the Dysart school district took part in the ground-breaking ceremony 
for the Louisa Kellam Center for Women's Health. 

Legislature permitted the William A. Chapman, cial community needs, 
state's certificate-of-need vice chairman of the hos- planning for Del E. Webb 
law to expire in 1985. pital's volunteer board of Hospital also included 
That also ended CAHSA directors: In considera- the introduction of an 
authority to limit ready tion of a $3 million grant inpatient, medical/psy-
access to hospital care from the Del E. Webb chiatric program. The 
that was needed by Sun Foundation, the new, SAGE (Support, 
City Westers and other five-story healthcare cen- Adaptation, Growth and 
west Valley residents. ter in Sun City West Enrichment) Program 

The necessary permits would be named the Del provides medical man-
at last were obtained. On E. Webb Memorial agement of the cognitive-
Oct. 7, 1985, a colorful Hospital. ly impaired patient, 
groundbreaking ceremo- On January 4, 1988, the including assessing and 
ny launched construction doors of Del E. Webb treatment. 
of the $42 million hospi- Memorial Hospital In 1996, a demonstrat-
tal. Among those taking opened, thanks to gener- ed need for a cardiac 
part in the event was ous community support catheterization service 
baseball Hall of Fame totaling over $9 million was recognized at Del E. 
slugger Mickey Mantle, a that helped to fund con- Webb Hospital. Today, 
member of the power- struction.Community the cardiac catheteriza-
house New York Yankees support, from volunteers tion service complements 
during the dynasty years and donors alike has con- existing heart services 
when Mr. Webb was part tinued through the years available at the Sun 
owner of the American during each phase of Health Heart Center at 
League team. The cere- development, and it is as Boswell Hospital. 
mony also was the set- vitally necessary today as 
ting for a special ever. 
announcement by In recognition of spe- •See HOSPITAL, Page 36 
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Accessories 
From Around The World 

Southwest Home Furnishings at it1s Best 
Warehouse Furniture has everything for your home at Great Prices! 

WAREliOUSc 
FURNITURE 

JC 
8175 N.W. Grand Ave. 

2 Blks South of Peoria on Grand 

623.878.8839 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. l 0AM-6PM • Sun. l l AM-5PM 
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Metamorphosis of a lizard 
From cattle ranch to retirement community 
By Diana 
Shaughnessy 
Independent 
Newspapers 

In early 1940, cattle 
ranchers E.S. Spurlock 
and J.C. "Charlie" 
Wetzler drove through 
an area several miles 
north of Peoria. 

"Jumpin' 
Jehosaphat," Mr. 
Spurlock is rumored to 
have said. "This coun­
try is not fit for raising 
anything but lizards." 

Tradition says that is 
how Lizard Acres, the 
nickname of Circle One 
Livestock Company, 
came into being. Lizard 
Acres was one of the 
lots purchased to create 
Sun City West. It was 
purchased by the Del 
Webb Corporation in 
late 1971 and became 
what is now the south­
east corner of the retire­
ment community cele­
brating its silver 
anniversary this year. 

Lizard Acres was an 
1,800-acre cattle feed­
lot, owned by 
Messieurs Spurlock and 
Wetzler, and employing 
Mark Gemmill as fore­
man. Mr. Gemmill, his 
wife, Gloria, and their 
infant son moved to the 
ranch and built their 
home at Lizard Acres, 

++ ♦++++++ ♦♦ + ♦ v+++++++++ 

recalled Mr. Wetzler 
climbing out of his 
brand-new car with 
boots covered in cow 
manure. He also spoke 
of moving dirt with " ... 
over 30 scrapers work­
ing to move 45,000 
cubic yards of dirt, 
some generated from 
the demolition of 
Lizard Acres." 

Welcome To 
Lizard 
Acres 

Photo supplied by Sun Cities Area Historical Society 

This is the sign that greeted visitors to the original 
Lizard Acres, which eventually became part of Sun City 
West. The Sun Cities Area Historical Society has infor­
mation about this early Arizona feedlot. 

"I was sad when 
workers demolished the 
Gemmill house," Mr. 
Mastin said. "Corning 
from a farming back­
ground, I knew how 
much work it was." 

The Gemmill family 
had lived in the Lizard 
Acres house for 30 
years before moving to 
make room for the new 
retirement community 
of Sun City West. 

one of three main hous­
es and a dozen trailers 
that housed the 45 
employees working 
there at the ranch 's 
peak. 

Cattle were fed out 
on 800 acres, while 
corn, alfalfa, wheat, 
vegetables and fruit 
were grown on the 
remaining 1,000 acres. 
Grain sorghum, also 
grown on the property, 
became silage to further 
fatten the cattle before 
selling them to local 
grocery stores for 
butcher and sale. In its 
30 years of operation, 
Lizard Acres housed up 

to 25,000 head at a 
time. 

Dick Mastin, who 
worked for Del Webb 
Corporation, had fond 
memories of his deal­
ings with the Lizard 
Acres ranchers. He 

The legacy remains: 
three irrigation and two 
domestic wells still provide 
water for the community. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • • 
Man of the Year, 1959 

• Charlie Wetzler, one of the owners of Lizard • 
: Acres, came from a pioneering Arizona fami-
• • ly. His grandfather, I.E. Solomon, founded • 
: the Gila Valley Bank in 1899. The bank was 
: a forerunner of Valley National Bank, which 
• 
: eventually became Bank One. Mr. Wetzler, 
: who worked cattle since 1920, was selected 
• • Man of the Year in Arizona Agriculture in • 
: 1959 for his innovative farm design at Lizard 
: Acres. 
• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Sun Health 
Grandview 

Care Center 

WE CARE ABOUT y OUR CARE. 

Whether helping you regain your independence, or working to 
meet your current needs, we remain committed to providing quality care. 

We offer a flexible range of options to meet your needs: 
■ RESIDENTIAL ASSISTED LIVING provides a catered lifestyle in 

studio and 1-bedroom suites complete with kitchenettes & balconies. 

■ MEDICAL ASSISTED LIVING offers a higher degree of assistance 
than Residential Assisted Living. 

■ SKILLED NURSING services provide extensive nursing assistance 
in everyday living. 

■ THE OPEN ARMS PROGRAM enhances the lives and experiences 
of those with Alzheimer's disease and related memory disorders. 

Call today for information and a tour. 623.975.8107 
14505 Granite Valley Drive, Sun City West, AZ 85375 

Sun Health 
Gntndview 
arec·eater 11The comfort of home, 

with the security of 24-hour care." .__ ______ _ 
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IT CAN BE A GRAND VIEW. 
Let our crystal ball reveal Grandview Terrace as your 
next retirement haven. 
A premier senior living community, offering elegant 
condominiums with splendid services and amenities. 

Enjoy an active lifestyle of total independence now, 
and know that your future needs will be met through 
our excellent life-care programs. 

g Grandview 
Terrace 

Retire to Choice/ not Chance 

Call today for information 623.975.8014 
14515 Granite Valley Dr., Sun City West, AZ 85375 

Page 27 
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Briarwood Country Club 
The jewel of Sun City West's golfing and social community 

With more sunny days 
than almost any other 
area of the country, it 
makes sense that people 
'looking for some of the 
best golf and active 
lifestyle flock to the 
Valley of the 
Sun. The area is home 
to hundreds of beautiful 
golf courses, and many 
communities have 
embraced the sport as 
their social centers. 

One of these areas is 
Sun City West, an 
active adult community 
located in the northwest 
part of the valley with a 
population of approxi­
mately 31,000. You will 
find a total of nine golf 
courses within the Sun 
City West limits. Many 
would agree that the 
jewel of the 
community is Briarwood 
Country Oub, a friendly, 
adult, member-owned pri­
vate country club. 

Briarwood is a pro­
gressive club and is 
continually enhancing 
the facility. The club­
house was recently 
enhanced with a 2,000 
square-foot glass­
enclosed multi-purpose 
room. The Cactus Grill 
is Briarwood's club­
house restaurant, where 
casual fare rivals any 

Submitted photo 
A friendly, member-owned private country club, Briarwood boasts a nine-hole course, 
The Cactus Grill restaurant and several rooms that can accomodate the needs of 
groups from 10 to 500. 

highly successful bar 
and grill-type chain 
restaurant. It boasts an 
outstanding executive 
chef, in addition to two 
executive sous chefs. 
Daily specials and holi­
day menus, as well as 
food and beverage for 
special events are creat­
ed to delight the palates 
of members and their 
guests. The Grand 
Canyon Room and sev­
eral smaller rooms can 
be reserved for special 
occasions meeting the 
needs of groups from 
10 to 500. 

Golfing at Briarwood 
Country Club is some­
thing of a dream. The 
club does about 36,000 
rounds of golf per year, 

making playing a round 
of golf simple for mem­
bers. In fact, Briarwood 
plays only foursomes 
and proprietary mem­
bers have access at will. 
Most members have 
their own golf carts, 

which gives them the 
ability to play as many 
holes as they would like 
at virtually any time. 

Briarwood Country 
Club is located at 20800 
N. 135th Ave. in Sun 
City West. 

Submitted photo 

Elegant dining is the norm at Briarwood's Cactus Grill. 
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Flying the colors 
When American Legion 

Post 94 member Lloyd 
Kilmer moved to Sun 
City West from Omaha, 
Neb. in 1986, he was told 
the city " ... had anything 
anyone would want." So 
when the first national 
holiday arrived, he told 
his wife he was going to 
take a walk to look at the 
flags. 

"I went up and down 
R.H. Johnson Boulevard 
and dido 't see a single 
one," he said. 

That walk started a plan 
in Mr. Kilmer's mind, a 
plan with a vision of flags 
flying all along Sun City 
West's main thoroughfare. 

The plan came to 

fruition in 1987. After 
discussing it with his 
American Legion Post 
and being asked to organ­
ize the project, Mr. 
Kilmer contacted Arizona 
Public Service to gain 
permission to install flag 
brackets onto Sun City 
West lightpoles. 

"APS had never 
received such a request," 
Mr. Kilmer recalled. 
"There was quite a discus­
sion, but it was allowed." 

Funds to purchase the 
original 100 flags were 
received from individuals 
and businesses. The flags 
came from Sen. John 
McCain, who made sure 
they were flown over the 

Natural Solutions 
For Health Problems 

0 Nature's Sunshine Products 

0 Weight Management & Support 

0 Herbs, Essential Oils, Vitamins 
& Minerals 

0 Lifestyle Analysis & Nutritional 
Counseling 

H E R B A R Y 
12213 W. Bell Road, #116 

623-583-2286 
Visit our website at: 

www.mustardseedherbary.com 

nation 's capitol before 
heading out to Sun City 
West. 

The original Boulevard 
of Flags became a reality 
on President's Day, 1988. 
Five additional holidays, 
including Flag Day, 
Memorial Day, Fourth of 

Sun City West, Flag 
City U.S.A as pro­
claimed by 
Governor Rose 
Mofford. 

Photo by Bret McKean 
Independent Newspapers 

July, Labor Day and 
Veterans Day, also were 
designated as flag-flying 
occasions. Gov. Rose 
Mofford recognized Sun 
City West as a Flag City 
U.S.A., and for awhile 

•See FLAGS, Page 37 

Find Out How 
Much Your 

Home Is Worth 
For FREE ... Over 

The Phone! 

Just Call 
1-800-682-1192 

Ext. 2022 

For A FREE 
Recorded Message 

Brian & Colleen Beguin 
~ Rfp1+1tl(3 
CliJil(/ Achievers (=) 

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated == 
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Win a new 2003 Buick 
and a cruise for two 

Tickets are on sale to win a special edi­
tion 2003 Buick Le Sabre from Bromm 
Buick and a luxury cruise for two from 
Holland America. The tickets are $50 each 
or 3 for $100 and may be obtained by call­
ing Ticket Chairman Tom Taggart at (623) 

t 584-7235. We are glad to accept your cash, 
check, or credit card for the drawing tick­
ets. 

Above, Ed Hunt, far right, of Bromm Buick 
and anniversary officials Tom Taggart and 
Joe Davison hold tickets for chances to 
win the 2003 Buick Le Sabre, donated by 
Bromm Buick for the Sun City West Silver 
Celebration. Below, the winning ticket? 

A maximum of 3,000 tickets will be sold. 
The drawing will be held on Oct. 25, 2003 
at the Welk Personalities Concert at the 
Sundome. Wmners need not be present to 
win. 

Your 2003 Buick includes 500 gallons of 
gasoline from Mike's Union 76 at Boswell 
and Bell roads, and 60 free car washes fom 
Super Wash on Camino Del Sol. 

The cruise package also includes round­
trip ariport transportation and airfare 
donated by Ford Travel. 

Arizono AutliokJW & Heorin; 
Associdfes, Inc. 

The Hearing Care Provider 
That Puts You First 

Tony a Song Castro 

Dee Hjermstad, right, 
accepts cruise tickets from 
the Holland American Line 
ship captain for the Silver 
Celebration drawing. 

SONG'S 
SALON 

623-214-8085 
• Professional Care by 

Audiologist 

We Specialize in ''Fine Hair" 
Shear/Razor Cuts, Perms, Color, Highlights & Up-Do's 

• Wax Removal & 
Maintenance 

• Quality Hearing Aids At 
Affordable Prices 

• Repairs & Maintenance On 
All Makes Of Hearing Aids 

• Assistive Listening Devices 
• Major Credit Cards 

Accepted 

Susan Fowler 
AuD, CCC-A 

Certified Clinical 
& Dispensing 
Audiologist 

Amrt Gosalia 
M.S., CFY-A 

Clinical Fellow 
Audiologist 

Meeker Medical & 
Dental Building 

13925 W. Meeker Blvd. Ste. 17 • Sun City West 

We Now Offer Permanent Cosmetics 

[5~ ;::::~:: 
~ 13606 W. Camino Del Sol 
1fi!ll1 In the Palms West Center • Sun City West 
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Remember the Silver Celebration 

Silver Bells 
A beautiful engraved 

silver commemorative 
bell designed for Sun 
City West's 25th 
Anniversary stands 5 
inches high and is 3.2 
inches at the base. It 
boasts a lovely golden 
bow and a silvery cord 
for hanging. 

The bells will be avail­
able for sale at the Feb. 
15 Birthday Parties and 
at most Silver 
Celebration events 
throughout the year. But 
hurry, as quantities are 
limited. The cost of each 
bell (including tax) is $11 

and all proceeds go to the 
R. H. Johnson Library. 

Please note: No 
Recreation Center 
funds are being used 
for the 25th Silver 
Celebration events or 
activities. All monies 
are donated by spon­
sors or are being raised 
through the sale of the 
bells and car/cruise 
drawing tickets. 

SUNCITYWE 
Lapel Pins 

•••••••••••••••••••• 
High Tea 
at Briarwood 

• • • • • • 
Reserve your seat or : 

table now for the May: 
15 High Tea at : . . 
Bnarwood Country: 
Club. This elegant event: 
in honor of the 25th: 
Anniversary of Sun City : 
West is limited to 240 : 

• 
A lovely enameled lapel pin celebrating Sun City • 

West's 25th anniversary is now available. The pins 
will be sold at all Silver Celebration Events and 
may be purchased by calling the Pin Chair Sallie 
Dykman at (623) 975-3479. Pins are $3 each. 

guests. : 
Tickets are $30 each or: 

$240 for a table of eight. : 
Please make checks : 
payable to SCW 25th: 
Anniversary and send: 
them to: 13940 W.: 

Silver Celebration Cookbooks 

TREASURED 
RECIPES 

Celebrating the I 
25th Anniversary of 

Sun City Wut 

Hundreds of Sun City 
West residents submit­
ted their favorite 
recipes for inclusion in 
a beautiful cookbook 
for the 25th 
Anniversary of our 
community. Copies 
will be available for 
sale at the Feb. 15 
Birthday Parties at 
Palm Ridge and the 
Social Hall. The books 
are $10 each. 

Commerative cachet • 
~~'?1 

The stamp section of the ~7;;_~~ 
J. 

Sun City West Coin and ·._ - _. 
Stamp Club, in concert « -___ x _ -
with the celebration of the S~ AL 
25th Anniversary of Sun Fl.AG CITY r 

. J✓✓✓✓✓J✓~ ---
C1ty West, has made avail- .,,_.,...,_ 
able commemorative _4:11,,.--··--
envelopes with a cachet. The multi-colored cachet 
envelopes go on sale Feb. 15 for $2 at Palm Ridge Rec 
Center, 13800 W. Deer Valley Drive, and R.H. Johnson 
Social Hall, 19803 R.H. Johnson Blvd. It will be spe­
cially cancelled dated Feb. 15 to coincide with the 
kick-off celebration. 

• 
Meeker Blvd., Suite: 
115-182, Sun City West,: 
AZ 85375. Call the: 
Event Chair Dee: 
Hjermstad at (623) 584-: • 

: 5591. : 
••••••••••••••••••••• 
History Book of 
Sun City West 
By Feb. 15, copies of a 

new 320-page history 
book, "The Sun City 
West Silver Celebration, 
1978-2003" will be 
available. This history 
project was initiated by 
the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society and 
written by a number of 
long-time residents and 
history buffs. The book 
details the inception and 
development of the com­
munity by the Del Webb 
Corp. and its visionaries. 

It will be sold for $12 
at the Birthday Parties, 
or by calling Ed Allen at 
(623) 975-1815. 
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Taking PRIDE in Sun City West 
By D.H. Horton 

Sun City West was 
established in 1978, and 
residents started moving 
in to the development in 
1979. The streets were 
not even finished when a 
handful of residents 
decided the main boule­
vards needed some atten­
tion. 

Submitted photo Sun City West PRIDES 
Particular Residents Over 300 volunteers make up PRIDES. 

Involved Doing 
Environmental Services 
was established with the 
express purpose of aiding 
the public and, to be more 
specific, the Maricopa 
County Highway 
Department, in the main­
tenance of public areas of 
county streets and high-

ways within Sun City 
West. 

A preliminary meeting 
was held Feb. 24, 1982. 
Representatives from the 
Property Owners and 
Residents Association 
and a representative from 
the Recreation Centers, 
plus interested volun-

The Lea Archer Team 
4 Licensed REALTORS~ to Serve You 

Sun City West Resident 

Lea Archer 
Member RE/MAX Platinum Club 

Since 1999 

Direct 623-640-8008 
Toll Free 800-357-6331 

www.LeaArcher.com 
E-mail: Lea@LeaArcher.com 

The 0 Lea Archer Team" supports the 
Phoenix Children's Hospital with 

donations from every commission paid 

~. 
R51M~· 

Achievers 
12211 W. Bell Rd., #107 
Surprise, AZ 85374 
Each Office lndependently Owned & Operated 

teers, were in attendance. 
This resulted in an orga­
nizational meeting held 
March 8, 1982, at which 
Joan Barnett was elected 
president. Articles of 
Incorporation were adopt­
ed and officially 
approved May 5, 1982. 

Del E. Webb 

Corporation donated a 
1978 Ford van and agreed 
to pay for the first six 
months of insurance. The 
corporation also donated 
miscellaneous tools. 
Originally, 50 volunteers 
cleaned 11.2 miles of 
streets. The equipment 
swelled to two Ford vans, 
one safety golf cart, one 
spray wagon, two utility 
cars and two golf cars. 
MCHD donated safety 
vests, trash bags, gloves, 
cones and additional 
tools. Eight patrolling 
sections were established. 

PRIDES now patrol 15 
sections and cover over 
22 miles of county roads 
in Sun City West with 

•See PRIDES, Page 37 
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From golf carts to patrol cars 
sew Posse has come a long way in 24 years 

By Jeremy Pearlman 
Independent Newspapers 

The Sheriff's Posse of 
Sun City West has come 
a long way since its 
inception in 1979. 

While the organization 
now totes a small fleet of 
patrol cars, a brick and 
mortar headquarters and 
a state of the art commu­
nication system, things 
were not always this way. 

During the early days, 
the organization's head­
quarters was a living 
room or a garage until 
the Del Webb Corp. gave 
the Posse a trailer to 
work out of - located 
just outside the commu­
nity's border. In 1987, 
the group got its current 
digs at the Sun City West 
Foundation Building, but 
after many years of hard 
work. 

In the organization's 
formative years, Posse 
members wore yellow 
jumpsuits while patrolling 
the community in their 
own cars or golf carts. 

"We used (citizen 
band) radios in the begin­
ning to communicate 
with one another," said 
Duty Officer Neal 
Coffman. A former Posse 
commander, Mr. 
Coffman has been volun­
teering with the Posse 
since its formation. 

"What we did in the 
early days was to estab­
lish four duty officers 

Photo by Bill Flocks/Sun City West Posse 
Posse members salute their community in this group photo taken during the summer 
of 2002. 

that each individually Mr. Coffman said. "Our shifts and numerous 
took one week and was primary function at the other volunteers helping 
on duty 24 hours a day beginning was crime pre- the Posse patrol Sun City 
for seven days," Mr. vention.We've grown West's streets 24 hours a 
Coffman added. from (that) and added so day, 365 days a year. 

If the Maricopa County many different services, Operated completely 
Sheriff's Office needed like block watch and by volunteers, the Posse 
assistance, they would traffic control." is funded through com-
call the duty officer at Working under the aus- munity-based donations 
home. pices of the MCSO, the and money earned by 

"When the duty officer Posse patrols the com- providing traffic control 
was on patrol, they munity, acting as the at local events. 
would leave the CB radio "eyes and ears" of the The Posse provides an 
at home so that if we got MCSO. invaluable service to the 
a call from MCSO, our In addition, the Posse community, according to 
wives could call us," Mr. conducts traffic control, Zoe Schreibman, the 
Coffman said. "I would checks homes for vaca- Posse's public informa-
receive calls at l or 2 tioning residents, watch- tion officer. 
a.m. sometimes." es homes for individuals "Because of the Posse, 

Although many things rushed to the hospital, people feel safe ... to 
have changed over the helps locate lost residents walk at night and feel 
years for the Posse, its and provides other assis- comfortable in their 
main purpose has not tance to the MCSO and homes," Mrs. 
waned, according to Mr. the community. Schreibman said. " 
Coffman. Today the Posse has For more information 

"We protect and we some 40 duty officers in about the Posse, call 584-
serve the community," charge of individual 5808. 
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Years 
of Basking 

in the Sun 

Wishing you many more years of "fun-in-the­
sun," EPOCH Assisted Living of Sun City West 
congrantlates the Sun City West community for 
being the ray of sunlight in the lives of so many 
seniors these past 25 years. 

Sun City West, the premier community for 
independent, active seniors providing "everything 
under the sun," offers everything a small town 
has from banks to places of worship and 
everything in between. 

EPOCH Assisted Living of Sun City West is 
centrally located within Sun City West. Residents 
of EPOCH have access to all of the amenities 
available to Sun City West residents including: 
• Four Recreation Centers 
• Swimming Pools 
• Indoor & Outdoor Walking Tracks 

and Sports Pavilions 
• Library 

EPOCH offers residents and their families the 
security of knowing help and assistance is 
available 24 hours a day. Residents come and go 
as they like, while enjoying the privacy of their 
own apartment along with the many available 
amenities including: three fabulous meals 
prepared daily by a chef, individualized custom 
programs of care, a varied recreational program, 
transportationl housekeeping, and help available 
at the push of a button. 

For those residents who require memory support, 
EPOCH's BRIDGES,a, Program offers a safe, 
secure environment developed specifically for 
those who need a more structured and supportive 
atmosphere. 

For more information about EPOCH Assisted 
Living of Sun City West, or to schedule a 

personal visit, call (623) 584-2338. 

• Golf 

~ 

-­o, ,011ru1on 

JEPOCH® 
ASSISTED LIV I N G 

of Sun City West 

13810 W. Sandridge Drive • Sun City West, AZ 85375 • www.epochsl.com 

T HE R ES I DENCE OF CHOICE FOR SENIORS 
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The library was estab­
lished in October, 1979 
and today houses more 
than 45,000 items. 
Books, serials, video 
and audio tapes are all 
available for check-out 
by Sun City West REc 
Center Association 
members. 

A valid Rec Card is 
your ticket to the world 
of information offered 
by the professional staff 
and resident volunteers 
of the R.H Johnson 
Library. Both an in­
house computer access 

(OPAC) and traditional 
card catalog make find­
ing just the right read­
ing material easy. 

The library is a part 
of the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City 
West and the building, 
staff, and utilities are 
paid by the Recreation 
Division. Librarian 
Marcia Lea has provid­
ed leadership to her 
staff and the many 
library volunteers for 
more than 16 years. 

The library is also 
supported by a char-

- -(j 
-------:t1~·~:,[ 

The origi­
nal draw­
ing of the 
R.H. 
Johnson 
Library 
shows the 
distinctive 
clock 
tower. 

Library 
' The R.H. Johnson Library, 

with its clock tower and 
chimes, is the most recog­
nized building in Sun City 
West. Located at the corner 
of R.H. Johnson and Meeker 
boulevards, the facility is 
open year-round, Tuesday­
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

tered club known as 
Friends of the Library. 
The Friends' fund-rais­
ing programs include 
Thursday Nite Movies 
at Stardust Theatre, an 
annual fund drive, and 
book sales held 
throughout the year. 
These help to defray 

Photo by Diana Shaughnessy 
Independent Newspapers 

the cost of purchasing 
new materials for the 
Library. 

During summer and 
school-vacation periods, 
the library offers Story 
Time sessions for visit­
ing grandchildren on 
designated Thursdays 
from 10 to 10:30 a.m. 

Photo by Diana Shaughnessy/Independent Newspapers 

A Sun City West resident chooses a book from the 
library's extensive collection. 
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Hospital 
Continued from Page 23 

Cardiac services were 
further enhanced at Del 
E. Webb Hospital in 
2001 with the addition of 
percutaneous translumi­
nal coronary angioplasty 
(P'TCA) and stenting 
services that open 
blocked heart arteries. 

Original plans for Del 
E. Webb Hospital called 
for the introduction of 
obstetrical care as soon 
as the service was war­
ranted and feasible. A 
decade later, it became 
apparent that it was time 
to introduce this care; it 
was added as part of the 
$46.5 million expansion 
that began in 2000. The 
entire area was experi­
encing rapid growth, and 

it was necessary to keep 
pace with the communi­
ties' growing needs. 

The focal point of the 
new patient tower was 
the Louisa Kellam 
Center for Women's 
Health, offering special­
ized care for women of 
all ages. The Nesting 
Place Obstetrical Suites 
opened on Feb. 2, 2002 
with the birth of twin 
boys. The continuing 
baby boom made it nec­
essary to put the entire 
16-suite unit into use 
ahead of schedule in the 
fall of 2002. 

In addition to new 
acute-care beds, the 
expansion enlarged the 
Emergency Department, 
added Urgent Care and 
enlarged other vital serv­
ices such as clinical labo-
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ratory, pharmacy and 
medical imaging. 

The hospital now has a 
total of 246 inpatient 
beds after adding 80 pri­
vate acute-care beds, 12 
new critical-care beds 
and converting semipri­
vate rooms to private 
rooms. Emergency 
Department availability 
expanded from 15 to 23 
beds including a dedicat­
ed urgent-care area to 
reduce non-emergency 

patients' waiting times. 
Population growth in the 
area has continued at 
such a rate that another 
40 beds will be added in 
October 2003. 

As Del E. Webb 
Memorial Hospital cele­
brates its 15th anniver­
sary in January 2003, 
west Valley communities 
are celebrating the avail­
ability of comprehensive, 
quality healthcare servic­
es for people of all ages. 

This view of 
the hospital 
shows the 
Louisa 
Kellam 
Center for 
Women's 
Health, 
which 
opened Feb. 
2, 2002. 

A Tradition 
ofTrust 

Carl Lucas 
Certified Estate Planner 
Lucas Estate Planning 
13912 W Stardust Blvd., Suite 117 
Sun City West, AZ 85375 
623-556-2933 

• Individual and Family Trust Planning 
• Estate Tax Elimination or Reduction 
• Wealth and Estate Transfer Planning 
• Asset Preservation and Protection 
• Tax-Free IRA Distribution Planning 
• Planning for Long Term Care 

ESTATE PLANNING 

Call For a Complimentary One Hour 
Confidential Estate Plan Review. 
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Flags 
Continued from Page 29 

this sign stood at the 
entrance of Sun City 
West. 

"The program met 
with great success," Mr. 
Kilmer said. "As Sun 
City West continued to 
develop, we thought it 
might be a good idea to 
continue the flag row 
by adding a Memorial 
Boulevard of Flags, 
made up entirely of cas­
ket flags." 

Casket flags are given 
to families losing a 
loved one during a war. 
"We were hoping to 
receive 35 or 40 flags," 
he said. "We ended up 
with over 200 people 
volunteering casket 

flags from the Spanish­
American War, World 
War I, World War II, 
the Korean War and the 
Vietnam War. Some of 
the flags only had 48 
stars." 

A year or two later, Sun 
City West had five miles of 
flags flown on each of the 
six mentioned holidays. 
Since that time, Pearl 
Harbor Day and 9-11 have 
been added to the list 

"It is quite a signifi­
cant job," Mr. Kilmer 
said. "It takes four 
teams of men to raise 
and lower the flags on 
those days." 

Those interested in 
donating a flag may con­
tact Post Commander 
Harold E. Stern, 546-
8165. 

&J~~if~ 
& Accessories Too! 

Come & Check Out Our New 
Preferred Customer Program 
r------------------~-
Hear Ye it> · -Ji ~ 
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Sun City West 111.t =--v~ 
Turns 25 Years Old In 2003! 
And To Celebrate, We Are Offering 25% 
Off Any 1 Regular or Sale Priced Item, 

Up To 50% Of Original Price 
Nol valid with any other offer. Expires 12-15-03 

Fashions For You & Accessories Too! 
Sundome Plaza • 13539 W. Camino del Sol • Sun City West 

623-584-5801 L--------------------------J 
Sundome Plaza • 13539 W. Camino del Sol • Sun City West 

623-584-5801 
Fmhious For fou ... Now That\ Shopping 

PRJD ES Continued from Page 32 

approximately 300 volunteers. MCHD still fur­
nishes safety vests, trash bags, gloves, cones and 
tools. The inventory shows 22 utility carts, power 
tools, computers and miscellaneous tools. 
Financial assistance comes from donations by resi­
dents, businesses and clubs. 

The Sun City Foundation Cameron Center hous­
es two garages full of PRIDES equipment needed 
for their work, which includes landscape trimming, 
painting of citrus tree trunks, picking up trash with­
in the work area, taking care of irrigation systems 
and other incidental work. PRIDES works under 
the Maricopa County Adopt a Highway Program. 

Regular business meetings are held the third 
Saturday of each month, 9 a.m. in the winter and 8 
a.m. in the summer, in the Del Webb room at the 
Sun City West Foundation Cameron Center, 14465 
R.H. Johnson Blvd. Approximately 160 volunteers 
attend and enjoy the coffee and donuts furnished by 
the Sundome Merchants Association. 

PRIDES are dedicated senior citizens ranging in 
ages from 55 to 90 who enjoy their public service. 

CROWN 
CARPET 

INC. 
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ASU's Sundome Center 
for the Perfo1•ming Arts 
The Sundome Center 

for the Perf onning Arts is 
the university's cultural 
magnet for the West 
Valley. It is a gateway to 
theater, music and dance 
for hundreds of thou­
sands of Valley residents. 

Since 1980, the 
Sundome has staged per­
formances for the fast­
growing- but often cul­
turally underserved­
West Valley. As the com­
munities neighboring the 
Sundome grow and flour­
ish, the theater's pro­
gramming has diversified 
to serve multiple age 
groups. 

The result is a facility 
that attracts more and 
more interest and 
involvement from its sur­
rounding communities 
with each passing year. 

ASU's Sundome Center 
for the Perfonning Arts 
offers reserved parking 
spaces for patrons with 
disabilities, seating areas 
for patrons using wheel­
chairs and accessible 
restrooms. The Sundome 
provides infrared audio 
equipment upon request. 

As a member of the 
Sundome, you will 
receive a number of spe­
cial benefits exclusively 
designed to increase your 
enjoyment of the 
Sundome: 

• Advanced Program 
Notice: The Sundome, as 

an ASU-operated facility, 
has access 
to performers and pro­
grams that are second to 
none. As a Sundome 
Perfonning Arts 
Association member, you 
will receive advance 
notification of all 
Sundome-sponsored pro­
grams and events. 

• Sundome Newsletter, 
published three times a 
year, provides a calender 
of events, behind-the­
scenes reports of 
Sundome happenings, 
articles about Sundome 
staff and volunteers, and 
many newsworthy topics 
of interest to Sundome 
patrons. 

• Priority Ticket 
Purchase: Whether you 
purchase single or sub­
scription tickets, as 
a SPAA member you will 
be given a first priority 
urchase opportunity at 
the Sundome for avail­
able seats and seating 
upgrades. 

• Priority Seating: As a 
member at the Executive 
Club or President's Club 
level, you will enjoy pri­
ority seating purchase 
opportunities for ASU 
Public Events sponsored 
program at other ASU 
venues - including 
Gammage Auditorium in 
Tempe. 

• Club Benefits: As a 
SPAA member at the 

The Sundome is a familiar landmark in Sun City West. 

Director's Club, 
Executive Club and 
President's Club levels, 
you' ll enjoy reserved 
parking at Sundome 
sponsored events; oppor­
tunities to meet celebri-

ties & performers, and 
invitations to special 
events. 

To order tickets.call 
623-975-1900 Fax: 623-
584-7405. 

Spinal Degeneration 
We can help you 

Fight Back! 
Prevent, slow or even halt 

spinal de_Keneration 
througfi regular 

evaluation and treatment 

MJ STEMRJCH-Kl 'G D.C. 
- Chiropractic Physician 

FRANK w. GIO0WSKI D.C. 
- Chiropractic Physician 

Sun City West 
Manipulative 

Medicine 
SCW Professional Building 

13540 Camino del Sol, Suite #8 

623-584-1726 

l 
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Sun City West Silver Celebration 

Sun West Plaza • 13930 Camino del Sol 
(Camino del Sol & Meeker across from Post Office) 

Hours: Mon-Fri 11 am to 8 pm 
Sat 4 pm to 8 pm • Closed Sunday 

Expanded Menu · Expanded Restaurant 

Come Celebrate Sun City West's 
25th Anniversary With Us! 

Every Monday Night 
All You Can Eat Spaghetti 

& SI.OD Draft Beer 

Page 39 

Oct. 15, 2003 
Lawrence Welk 
Personalities at the 
Sundome. Drawing for 
the 2003 Buick and 
cruise for two during 
intermission 
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CONGRATULATIONS SUN CITY WEST 
ON YOUR 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

KEN 
MEADE 
REALTY 
MOVES 
HOUSES 

. 
• 

n other 
ln 2001. .. 

ords, 
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Market Them, 
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and Sell Them! 
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So Please rem cm bcr . . . . . 
Whether you art• thinking of bu> ing or ~clling your home Ken \lc,u.Jc Rea It) is the 
Company to call. 

Call .-\ny Time 
Call Any Office 
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Jim D eHart 
Chairman 

M arie Stehmer 
Vice Chairman 

W.T. Sellner 
Treasurer 

VJSA· A ~111.. 
-- CIRRUS. , ~ 

~Alt= 
VISA Classic and GOLD credit 
cards and VISA Check Card, 
accepted world wide. 

SUN 
COUNTRY 
CREDIT UNION 

We Were Here From 
The Start ... 

Serving your Family 
and Community! 

We built our reputation in the community on 
convenience, speed and great rates on savings 
accounts and loans of all types. 

Whatever your need - a new or used car or 
truck, a home improvement loan, recreation 
vehicle, extra funds for a cruise or vacation, 
debt consolidation, holiday needs or any 
need - we've got it. 

And, we 've got lots of ways for you to reach 
us. You can come into our office, or call us 
during regular business hours. You can also 
reach us 24 hours a day, seven days a week on 
the world wide web, or make deposits by 
mail or ATM. Use whatever method is easiest 
for you. Once a member always a member! 

• Account access at over 60 branches 
statewide - over 900 nationwide. 

• Look for the Credit Union "Swirl" <8, 
• Check our web site or call 888-287-9475 

for a shared branch nearest you. 

Tom Shipe 
Preside nt/C E O 

Dick M cComb 
Secretary 

S1111 Co1111try G) 
Credit U11io11 is 
Proud to be 011 -
Equal Housi11g -
Le11der. 

Your Sov1ng1 Federolfy in~ured to 

$100,000 
l'r No:--'C,_.11 u- ~,~ 

A U S Gow•r-nnwnl •v•incy 

19436 North R. H. Johnson Blvd., Sun City West, AZ 85375 
623-975-2100 www.suncountry.org 

IF YOU LIVE, WORK OR WORSHIP IN THE WEST VALLEY YOUR ELGIBLE TO JOIN! 
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Achievers 

623-583:3860 
Each Office Independently Owned And Operated 

Serving Sun City West Since 1993 

G) 

Sherryleeteam@cox.net 

SherryLee.net 


