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Making mobility a prlorlty

Bicycle,
pedestrian
safety

encouraged

By Rusty Bradshaw
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

While Maricopa County of-
ficials reach out to residents
to help craft a plan for active
transportation, reminders
about bicyele and pedestri-
an safety also appears nec-
essary.

County officials’ plan in-
volves  human-powered
modes of transportation,
mostly bicycling and pe-
destrians. The plan is ex-
pected to increase access to
those modes in communities
throughout the county. With
input from the community,
planners aim to eliminate
gaps in access to services in
the Sun Cities and elsewhere,
said Reed Kempton, Marico-
pa Department of Transpor-
tation senior planner.

“I need to know from you
what you want for us to do,”
said Mr. Kempton, an avid

| PROVIDE INPUT:

Maricopa County Active

Transportation Plan input

| Visit www. gis.maricopa.gov/atp
Arizona Department of

| Transportation bicycle safety tips

| Visit www.azdot gov

| general search for “Bicycle safety

| iseveryone’s responsibility”

cyelist. “This
plan will su-
persede the
1999 MC-
DOT  bike
plan.”

But  for
at least one
cyclist, en-
hanced safe-
ty might be
in order first.
At about 8:02
a.m. April 26,
Antoni Ra-
motowski
was riding
his moun-
tain bike east on Greenway
Road near Bolivar Drive and
was struck head-on by a Mit-
subishi Lancer driven west
by Roxanne Barnet. Mr. Ra-
motowski survived the crash,
suffering a broken right leg.
But the accident could have

A pair of cychsts rides past Sun Ci tv West on Grand Avenue. Maricopa County planners are worklng onan Active

Transportation Plan that will focus on bicycles and walkers. [Independent Newsmedia/Rusty Bradshaw]

been worse, according to
Maricopa County Sheriff’s
Office reports.

“Mr. Ramotowski was
transported to Abrazo West
Valley Hospital, initially be-
lieved to have sustained life
threatening injuries,” Mark
Casey, MCSO publie infor-

mation director;, stated in an
email.

Ms. Barnet had dropped
her 15-year-old son off at
school and was returning
home when a cup containing
hot coffee tipped over and she
reached down to right it. The
action resulted in her vehicle

crossing the center line and
through the easthound lane,
striking Mr. Ramotowski.
Sun City has few, if any, bi-
cycle trails, foreing riders to
share the roadways with vehi-
cles, However, Sun City West
does have trails.
» See Mobility on page 7
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SCW Foundation ends
bus service, better
~options offered

After nearly a year of se-
rious deliberation, the Sun
City West Foundation Board
of Directors decided to end
its bus service and transfer
the program to Northwest
Valley Connect and to Val-
ley Metro Dial-A-Ride.

The board believes both
providers will bring en-
hanced service to Sun City
West residents. Enhanced
services include greater trav-
el distances, flexible sched-

uling, comfortable passen- 5y ity West Foundation no longer offers transportation services, but

ger vehicles and the option foundation officials recommend using Northwest Valley Connect or Valley

of regularly scheduled group  Metro Dial-A-Ride. [Submitted photo]

trips to shopping and enter- " IF YOU GO:

tainment venues. cial and religious activities. | What: Transportation options
Now in its third year of Calls to this agency more | training

operation, Northwest Val- than doubled in 2016 reach-

When: 9-10:30 a.m. Friday, March
ley Connect, which started ing more than 3,500. Three | 3,17and3i

through a partnership be- vans are available, one of | Where: Grand Canyon Room at

tween Sun Health and Ben- which is wheelchair acces- | Sun City West Foundation, 14630 i
evilla, provides mobility to sible.

RH. Johnson Blvd. |
homebound seniors and  Kathy Chandles NWVCex- =
those with limiting disabil- ecutive director, will conduct tion, 14630 R.H. Johnson Blvd.
ities. training classes about trans-  Free rides to and from the

_Its nonprofit call center portationoptionsandhowto classes can be scheduled by
helps connect people witha access them 9-10:30 a.m. Fri- calling 623-544-3020. Reser-
variety of transportation pro- day morningsMarch3,17and vations are required.
viders for trips to the doctor; 3linthe Grand CanyonRoom  Visit www.scwfoundation.
grocery shopping and toso-  at the Sun City West Founda- org.

Jley.com |
March 8,2017 | Sun City Independent | wwwyourwestvalley
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SCW street
closed, set
for expansion

-

Lori Baker

ff writer

UN CITY WEST — Deer

ley Drive between 135th and

st avenues will be closed to
traffic until the fall.
“4The road will be rebuilt north-
fvard to extend through the Sun
City West expansion area.
i:'We will begin removing the
DBer Valley Drive asphalt next
ek and grading the area for
sme construction,” said Martha
pyer, Del Webb’s Sun City West
%nager of public and community
ations.

Moyer urged residents to be
“extremely cautious” of the heavy
construction equipment moving
abobut the area.

Residents are asked not to walk
prride their bikes in areas under
development and to stay on the
paved roads.

Del Webb is accelerating devel-
opment along the old Deer Valley
Drive to minimize the impact on
homeowners on the other side of
the wall, Moyer said.

_ "We recognize that there will be
significant dust and noise gener-
ated as we remove the old pave-
ment and mass grade the area.,”
Moyer said.

An extra, full-time water truck
has been scheduled. Moyer said
Webb will update homeowners
about construction plans.

Construction of homes has be-
gtin in the expansion area. To date,
more than 65 homes have been
sold in the new neighborhood,
according to Webb officials.

"The beauty of the new golf
course, peppered with tall date
palm trees, is attracting a lot of
interest in the area,” said Rich
Vandermeer, vice president of
sdles and marketing.

Del Webb broke ground on the
expansion property in August.

When completed, the new area
will add more than 6,000 residents
to Sun City West.

An 18-hole golf course is under
construction, and a new recreation
center is planned.

ey
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me out a lot until I get my car back,”
said Rapisarda, who was picked up
for her ride to the doctor Friday.
Sun City West passengers will
be offered door-to-door service
at $4 per one-way trip. Residents
may travel anywhere within the cit-

{ ley Dial-A-Ride network, including
Surprise, Sun City, Sun City West,
El Mirage and Youngtown and ex-
tended Saturday hours will be of-

| ies included in the Northwest Val-

fered for passengers with dialysis
and chemotherapy appointments
only.

The rides are five days a week,
Monday through Friday, with the
inclusion of Saturdays for chemo-
therapy and dialysis patients.

Rapisarda said she will probably
use the service more often.

“I'm so glad that they've extendec
it to Sun City West, because we neec
good transportation here especially
for those who can’t get around,” sh¢
said. “I'm sure that this service wil
open up so many opportunities fo
seniors to get around to their ap
pointments.”

JAROD OPPERMAN/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Linda Rapisarda gets into her cab hired with the Dial-a-Ride serwce that began in Sun Clty West on Wednesday.

Ilal-a__ Rlde opens doors in SCW

MITCHELL VANTREASE

DAILY NEWS-SUN

~ Linda Rapisarda didn t want to miss
her doctor's appointment because her
car is at a mechanic’s shop.

“I was worried that I could get to my
doctor, so I decided to call for help,” she
said Thursday. “And it's very important
for me to be on time.”

Rapisarda decided to call Valley Met-
ro's Northwest Valley Dial-A-Ride, which
expanded Wednesday to Sun City West.
The service area had been limited to El
Mirage, Surprise, Sun City and Young-
town until this week.

Those eligible to access the Dial-A-
Ride service are passengers with ADA
certification, any t‘gerscnn age 65 or older
or any person with a disability.

“I'm very excited and surprised about
this new service, and it's going to help

SUN CITY WEST DIRL-A-I!IDE
KEY FACTS

* Cost: ADA Service, $2 one way
Non-ADA Service, $4 one way
* Ride hours: Monday - Friday, 7a.m.to 5
p.m.
Saturday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. (for dialysis and
chemotherapy only)
Service began Wednesday.
« Reservation hours: Monday - Friday, 6
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. _
* Reservation phone number: 602-266-8723
* No same-day service. Advance notice is
required. Book rides one to three days in
advance. ;
* Rider eligibility: ADA certified, 65 years
and older, or passenger with disability. No
general public service.




‘Dial-A-Ride
set for

- SCW

expansion

STAFF REPORT

After unexpected hurdles and
months of delays, Valley Metro an-
nounced Monday that it will begin
providing Dial-A-Ride service in Sun
City West on Jan. 2.

The one-way fare will be $4.

Northwest Valley Dial-A-Ride al-
ready provides service to Sun City,
El Mirage, Surprise, Youngtown and
portions of Peoria.

It was in April of this year when
Arlene Schenck, Valley Metro mobility
services manager, spoke at a meeting
of the Transportation Stakeholders
‘Committee at Benevilla in Surprise,
where she said she expected the pro-

to roll out in Sun City West on
July 1. Later in the year, a January
date to start the service was the tar-
get.

According to a release from Valley
Metro: “When you call to book your
trip, you will be put directly in touch
with a reservationist who will discuss
and assess your travel requirements,
then choose from our expanded fleet
of vehicles to ensure that your needs
are met.”

‘ The service is designed to help

VF SCW TRANSPORTATION DAILY NEWS SUN DECEMBER 11, 2012
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“minimize travel stress
and provide unprec-
edented convenience by
offering more direct ser-
vice and fewer shared
rides — not to mention
a driver who comes di-
rectly to your door and
escorts you to your vehi-
cle,” the release stated.

Those in need of a ride
call 602-266-8723 and
are put in touch with
a reservationist who is
trained to discuss and
assess your travel needs
and provide the right ve-
hicle for you, Valley Met-
ro officials said. Choices
include wheelchair-ac-
cessible vehicles and a
variety of Discount Cab
vehicles.
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SCW leader decries transit deficiency

NORA-AVERY-PAGE
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Northwest Valley residents aren’t just
underserved by transportation systems,
they are unserved, said Bob Gooltz, a
director of the Sun City West Founda-
tion.

Gooltz voiced his concerns over the-

lack of transportation in the Northwest
Valley Thursday at a Community Trans-
portation Stakeholders meeting at Ben-
evilla in Surprise. : '

To him, a bus system would be the
ideal solution because not only would
it help with transportation needs in the
communities, it also could cut down on
pollution and asthma cases by reducing
traffic, Gooltz said.

Marc Pearsall, a planner for the Mar-
icopa Association of Governments, of-
fered the transportation group an up-
date on the MAG transit study under
way by project consultants Moore & As-

sociates, which has a team researching -

all areas of transportation in the North-
west Valley for the last 25 years.

The purpose of the Northwest Val-
ley Local Transit System Study, Pears-
all said, is to determine what types of

transportation is needed and will be
most efficient and effective, how to
irmplement that system and the cost of
implementation.

Right now, MAG is working to set up
dates for public involvement meetings,
especially in Sun City and Sun City
West, that will allow citizens to voice
their opinions. :

MAG and the consultant group are
also drafting a survey mailer to learn
more about residents’ needs. The sur-

-veys will be customized to each com-

munity, because what Glendale needs
is different that Sun City West needs,
Pearsall said.

Benevilla president Michelle Dionisio
told Pearsall that she wants to make
sure that a variety of groups are repre-

sented in the study.

“You know I'm all about seniors, but
I really think we need to include the
teens as well,” Dionisio said.

Dionisio, also said she hopes MAG
works with different organizations in an
effort to reach homebound seniors or
those people with disabilities who may
not be able to fill out a survey them-
selves. As an example, she suggested an

alternate way for blind people to partici-
pate in the survey.

Pearsall said. he has already been
answering many. questions from mem-
bers of Northwest Valley communities,
including from one man* who was con-
cerned about his 80-year-old father in
Sun City who cannot drive anymore.

The man was frustrated that over 50
years after many of these communities
were built, transportation solutions are -
still in the works, Pearsall said, adding
that if he is hearing about one situation
such as this caller’s father, there are
thousands more people like him.

Pearsall agreed with Gooltz that a bus
system would be the most logical solu-
tion to the area transportation woes.

“We've got to have basic critical bus
service,” Pearsall said, adding that while
rail service in the community might be
“sexy,” it isn’t necessary and couldn't
function properly without a bus system
as support.

But overall, Pearsall said, he is look-
ing forward to the fall when he will able
to talk to more community residents
about their thoughts on transportation *
through the MAG study.
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iransportation corridor
tops 2012 priority

DAILY HEWS-SUN

Svligpﬂse leaders -say an im--
proved  transportation corridor
will be discussed in earnest next’

year, though  they admit estab-
lishing key policy changes is an
evolving process. =

_ After hearing from many resi-
dents during the election season;
Councilman Richard Alton said

it will be paramount io discuss

establishing more east-west cor-
ridors in order for Surprise resi-
dents to access Loop 101 and
reach  their intended destina-
tions. : :

Residents have long decried the
fact that Bell Road and Grand Av-
enue are the only major arferial
roadways fo get in and out of Sur-
‘prise. Despite the progress of Loop
303, its completion will indeed
solve congestion but anly provide
for another north-south corridor

that doesn't addréss quicker ac-,

cess. to meighboring Peoria and
Glendale. h -
Alton and others who sought
hi office said during multiple
debates this summer that Sur-

prise officials are working closely
with neighboring municipalities’

to determine whether Beardsley
Road to the north and Peoria Av-
enue to the south could one day
be exiended to solve congestion
issues on Bell Road and Grand
Avenue. =

Whether the extension of these
roadways is a real possibility in
2012 remains to be seen, but
Alton said he believes the City
Council needs to start prioritizing

for Surprise officials

* transportation-related enhanee-
-~ ments, '

Alton - said he believes fixing

scalloped streets, creating better '
pavement management protocols
and determining which east-west

corridors could be a real possi-
bility for extension in 2012 and
beyond need io be discussed in
carnest during upcoming budget

discussions. = ;

"If we don’t get ahead of the
curve, were going to be putting
a lot (of money] into resurfacing
streets.” he said. “We have to start
putting money into these areas.”

~As budget discusstons begin for
the 2012-18 fiscal year, Alton said
a lot of time will be spent on how
to put the city's financial house
back in order.. An audit earlier
this year unveiled errors by for-
mer c¢ity employees who misallo-
cated 873 million over a 10-year
period to construct City Hall and
the Surprise Police Department.

Because city funds were deplet-
ed, Surprise has been forced to
cut back on capital projects, Alton
said swiftly determining how te
replenish those funds and priori-
tizing city spending for 2012 and
beyond will allow the city leaders
to fund different projects from
which the public will benefit.

“For six months, we're going to
be actively workirig on the budget
and putting some money toward
things that really make sense,” he
said. “We need to start prioritizing
what it is the citizens would like
to see get accomplished.”

With Northern Arizona Univer-
§ity jolning the Communiversity

this wear, ouf oiﬁg Mayor Lyn

Truitt has said he hopes the suc-
cesses of 2011 can lead to the es-
tablishment of a new brick and
mortar college campus in Sur-
prise. e
- “This is a4 very good first step,”
‘Truitt’ said of the NAU partner-
ship. noting it was a goal of the
strategic plan. The creation of a
new college campus would allow
high school students the apportu-
nity to stay in Surprise and create
new jobs within the community.
© Truiit said ereating a more pro-
fessional environment to eliminate

hostility among the seven-member

Daily News-Sun - 12/30/2011

PHOTOS BY MICK COTE/DAILY NEWS-SUN

Above, traffic moves along a
complated section of Loop
303 (Bob Stump Memorial
Parkway). The new freeway,
completed this spring, con-
nects Happy Valley Parkway
in Peoria to North Phoenix
at Interstate 17. Below, a
canstruction worker walks
beneath a new section of
Loop 303.

-City Counecil will be paramount to

ensuring the public trusts what's
taking place at City Hall. =

*It's ‘2 no brainer,” Alton add-
ed. ' ot
- Alton noted there also needs to

"be greater transparency of city is-

sues during council meetings to
earn the public's trust.
- "That’s the way it should be,”
he said. “We need open, frank
discussions. I think we're going
to get there. We are going to get-
there real soon.”

Zach Colick can be reached at
623-876-2622 or zeolick@your-
westvalley. com.
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SUN CITY — The Sun Cities
Area Transit System (SCAT)
board of directors denied a re-
quest Wednesday to station a
dial-a-ride van in Sun City West
i on a trial basis.
i~ The Sun City West Property
‘Owners and Residents Associ-
-ation (PORA) board of directors
wrote a letter June 2 requesting
ithat SCAT station one of its
“vans in the area for a six-month
trial period starting in October.
| But the SCAT board un-
{ animously voted against assign-
'ing one of its eight vehicles to
|Sun City West, stating the re-
'quest would cause undue hard-
ship on community residents not
participating in the test. =~

SC TRANSPORTATION JULY 21,1988

SCAT rejects bid for van in Sun CI'I'

By JACQUE PAPPAS 7-3/ &% “It was the judgment of the

executive committee that it
would not be very sound to do
this. SCAT has. only eight ve-
hicles, and Sun City West pass-
engers traveling within the area
only average about six rides per
day,” SCAT President Chuck
McKinnis said. “About 75 per-
cent of the Sun City West total
daily ridership have destinations
outside of Sun City West. We do
not have the funding or vehicles
to support this request.”

Since SCAT'’s passenger load
is estimated to increase to
60,000 people next year,
McK_'innis said, stationing a van
for Sun City West’s exclusive
use would put greater pressure
on the existing fleet.

But the SCAT board approved

an alternate plan that would

require PORA to pay for vehicle
and operational funds during a
test period.

McKinnis said PORA ' would
have to pay $13,348 for the six-
month period to cover expenses
such as liability insurance,
driver salary and maintenance.

SCAT sent a letter to the
PORA board discussing the al-
ternate plan and reasons the in-
itial request was denied.

“It’s a shame that some peo-
ple are trying to create a rift in .
the transportation service of this
community. What some people
don’t realize is that SCAT does
not have a van stationed any-
where — the vehicles are used
for the entire operation and not
one area McKlnnls sald
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McKinnis said Sun City West
donations will. provide about
$27,000 to SCAT this year.
Those revenues are essentially
matched by the Regional Public
Transportatlon Authority
(RPTA).

“But the RPTA doesn’t match
these funds because they are
from Sun City West. They match
them because just like Sun City
funds, they are part of our entire
operation,” McKinnis said.
“Next year Sun City West
community financial support for
regular SCAT services will have
to be larger because of their
increasing ridership.”

Vice President Dale Shockley
said Sun City West 'has in-
creased its ridership signif-
icantly.

important.”

He said SCAT ridership has
increased by about 1,000 pass-
engers each month.

“It’s going to be that we don’t
know where it’s going to stop,”
Shockley said. “The distribution
has changed so we get more
riders from Sun City West and
some of the fringe areas of Sun
City.”

In other business, McKinnis
discussed some of the short- and
long-range plans for SCAT if a
second half-cent sales tax is
passed next year. “

Some of the plans for 1988 to
1990 would be to extend SCAT’s
evening and morning hours,
contract transportation to other
Northwest Valley areas and im- |
_prove dispatch operations, | :

|
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Area Transit System (SCAT)
board of directors denied a re-

dial-a-ride van in Sun City West
|on a trial basis.

i‘j The Sun City West Property
"Owners and Residents Associ-
ration (PORA) board of directors
| wrote a letter June 2 requesting
Ithat SCAT station one of its
'vans in the area for a six-month
& trial period starting in October.

{ But the SCAT board un-
animously voted against assign-
'ing one of its eight vehicles to
Sun City West, stating the re-
quest would cause undue hard-
ship on community residents not

participating in the test.
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quest Wednesday to station a

executive committee that it
would not be very sound to do
this. SCAT has. only eight ve-
hicles, and Sun City West pass-
engers traveling within the area
only average about six rides per
day,” SCAT President Chuck
McKinnis said. “About 75 per-
cent of the Sun City West total
daily ridership have destinations
outside of Sun City West. We do
not have the funding or vehicles
to support this request.”

Since SCAT’s passenger load
is estimated to increase to
60,000 people next year,
McKinn.is said, stationing a van
for Sun City West’s exclusive
use would put greater pressure
on the existing fleet.

But the SCAT board approved

an alternate plan that would
require PORA to pay for vehicle
and .operational funds during a
test period.

McKinnis said PORA would
have to pay $13,348 for the six-

‘month period to cover expenses

such as liability insurance,
driver salary and maintenance.

SCAT sent a letter to the
PORA board discussing the al-
ternate plan and reasons the in-
itial request was denied.

“It’s a shame that some peo-
ple are trying to create a rift in
the transportation service of this
community. What some people
don’t realize is that SCAT does
not have a van stationed any-
where — the vehicles are used
for the entire operation and not
one area McKmms said.

West

construction of a fleet

Long-range plans would in-

| clude
storage yards and office complex.

McKinnis said.
| fueling and maintenance site,

i
i

McKinnis said the orkaniza-
tion's compressed natural gas.

|

|
i
1

air one-seventh that it would |

“

“But the economics is only!
the use of cleaner fuel is more |

SCAT money. He said SCAT
saves more than 2 cents per mile
' part of it. The compressed natu-.|
with gasoline,” McKinnis said. |
“This project will definitely be -

using the fuel on seven of their
useful down the line as we find !

vehicles.
ral gas in vans énly pollutes the

pilot program is still saving

MeKinnis said Sun City West
donations will . provide about
$27,000 to SCAT this year.
Those revenues are essentially
matched by the Regional Public
Transportatlon Authority
(RPTA).

“But the RPTA doesn t match
these funds because they are
from Sun City West. They match
them because just like Sun City
funds, they are part of our entire
operation,”” McKinnis said.
“Next year Sun City West
community financial support for
regular SCAT services will have
to be larger because of their
increasing ridership.”

Vice President Dale Shockley
said Sun City West 'has in-
creased its ridership signif-
_ icantly.
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SCAT rejects bid for van in Sun Cli

By JACQUE PAPPAS 7 q’?/ ? g “It was the judgment of the

He said SCAT ridership has
increased by about 1,000 pass-
engers each month.

“It’s going to be that we don’t
know where it’s going to stop,”
Shockley said. “The distribution
has changed so we get more
riders from Sun City West and
some of the fringe areas of Sun
City.”

In other business, McKinnis
discussed some of the short- and
long-range plans for SCAT if a
second half-cent sales tax is
passed next year:

Some of the plans for 1988 to
1990 would be to extend SCAT’s
evening and morning hours, \
contract transportation to other |
Northwest Valley areas and im-i
prove dispatch operations,




regardless of town lines.

SCW
crossing
repairs

BRUCE ELLISON 3
DAILY NEWS-SUN 2-/5"Jdoo/

Maricopa County has scrapped
plans to renovate the railroad cross-
ing at Meeker Boulevard on the
boundary between Sun City West
and Surprise.

The county may try to put the

- project into its five-year roads plan,

effectively delaying it for years.

Meeting with local officials
Wednesday morning, members of a
delegation from the county’s Depart-
ment of Transportation said safety
concerns were behind its move.

“We have heard your concerns,”
said Gary Lasham, highway-
operations engineer for MCDOT.

Sun City West officials were wor-
ried the planned three-week closure
of the crossing in April could delay
emergency vehicles on the way to
Sun Health's Del E. Webb Memorial
Hospital, potentially resulting in
fatalities that might have been
prevented.

The Surprise Fire Department
station on Reems Road, across the
tracks in Surprise, is the closest
responder to the hospital.

And Surprise and Sun City West
firefighters, paramedics and ambu-
lances often traverse the crossing
daily since a mutual-aid pact allows
for dispatch of the nearest unit,

t

el

But thé w‘o.rk halt at Meeker Bou-

levard won't alter plans for improve-
ments at 107th ‘Avenue in Sun City,
and on Loop 303 near Olive Avenue,
MCDOT officials said this morning.

However, the other Sun City West
project, at RH. Johnson Boulevard
at the tracks, also has been
scrubbed.

‘The halt to the work came as'a
surprise and disappointment both
to the Sun City West Property Own-
ers and Residents Association and

to officials at Del E', Webb. Memorial.

Hospital. -
“We hoped we would be able to

work out some way to keep the road:

see Loop 303, AS
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Loop 303, 107th Avenue
repairs still scheduled
From A1

open for emergency traffic
while getting the work done,”
said Fred Berkenkamp, who
heads PORA's transportation
committee. b

Rob Tuchman, the engi-
neering chief at Sun Health
hospitals, also was dismayed.

The project halt means
efforts to improve left-turn
lanes from Meeker Boulevard
onto eastbound Grand Ave-
nue won't take place, he was
told. :

“We'll keep working on
that with you,” Tuchman told
the MCDOT officials.

Traffic often backs up into
through lanes on Meeker
Boulevard because there is
only one left-turn lane for it.
With a $40-million hospital
addition under way, the situ-
ation will only get worse,
Tuchman said.

PORA also had sent along
professional  engineer Sam
Levy of Sun City West, who
spent much of his career
working on crossings as a
consultant for railroads and
at the Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
road in Chicago.

Levy had devised a plan
that might allow emergency
use of the crossing while it
was under repair. But

MCDOT officials said that if
traffic were rerouted to one
side of the roadway, “the
gates would be in the wrong
place and accidents could
occur.”

It would require a flagman
from the railroad plus two
deputy sheriffs — three peo-
ple working simultaneously in
shifts 24 hours a day for the
three weeks — to properly
enforce the ‘emergency use
only’' crossing, they said.

The cost would be
prohibitive.

MCDOT, at the urging of
Maricopa County Supervisor
Jan Brewer, had agreed to
work with the railroad in what
the county called “a moment
of opportunity” to get the
work done while the railroad
had other work it wanted to
do.

But with the higher-cost
project not in the five-year
plan, funds couldn't legally be
spent on what became a capi-
tal improvement and not a
repair, officials said.

Also attending the session
at the MCDOT building on
Bell Road in Surprise were
Surprise Fire Capt. Wade
Rodgers, Sun City West Fire
Marshal Jim Heger, and Gil
Pantea, representing the
Sheriffs Posse of .Sun City
West. Two other MCDOT offi-
cials also were on hand.




Bus service puts SC

w T

Irip planning affords
further opportunities
to access Valley sites

ERIN TURNER
DAILY NEWS-SUN

A Valley Metro bus stop in
Sun City West has opened
up the Valley for people who
can't or don't want to drive
themselves to a movie at Ar-
rowhead Towne Center or
see the sites in Wickenburg.

“We're so excited. We've
been trying to get this going
for quite some time,” said
Karen Bertelsen, a director
for the Sun City West Foun-
dation, which is the local
hub for Valley Metro Route

Saturday, April 3, 2010

W residents on the road again

Sun City West Foundation in
early March. While bus op-
erator Jane Fabrizius, one of
four who will handle Reoute
660, said it has been rela-
tively slow in the first month,
she expects word-of-mouth
to generate interest. And
once residents are aware of
the service, she expects it to
be a hit in the community.
The route travels between
Arrowhead Towne Center
in Glendale to Wickenburg,
Monday through Saturday.
The route includes three
stops in Wickenburg at West
Plaza, the Wickenburg Mu-
nicipal Complex and Wells
Country Store, and stops
at the Sun City West Foun-

MELLIE . MEPESDMLLNEWSSIN gution: near R.H. Johnson

660. “I think it's been lack- Betty Butler of Sun City West reviews the bus schedule with driver Jan Fab- 514 Stardust boulevards, in
ing for those of us who are rizius for the new Wickenburg Connection, Valley Metro Bus Route 660 thal  gurprise at Bell Road and
getting older and driving is connects the retirement community to Wickenburg and Arrowhead Towne  village Drive, and at Arrow-

just not in their future.”
Betty Butler lives in Sun

Center in Glendale.

City West, and she joined information about the bus

about 70 others Wednesday route.

at the foundation’'s offices “There are a lot of peol?le
for a meeting where Valley who can't drive so they're
Metro officials presented = stuck at home,” Butler said.

BUS SERVICE

‘ROM A1

sor Dolores Nolan pointed out Wednesday, the
stop at Arrowhead is a common one for many
>ther bus routes. That means, with some plan-
1ing, Sun City West residents will be able to get
lowntown or to the light rail with as few as one
»us change.

“We're very happy to be able to offer those
»pportunities for shopping, socializing, health
‘are and so much more,” she said. “It helps
Sun City West residents) to continue to be in-
lependent, and it gives them choices.”

And the Sun City West Foundation has
oined with Valley Metro to make it even easier
or residents who cannot drive to take advan-
age of the new bus service. The two organiza-
ions have agreed to combine fare prices. So, a
esident can schedule a pick up at their home
rom the Foundation bus, which is a $3 fare.
‘hen, they will be dropped off at the Founda-
ion building where they can board the Val-
ey Metro bus for free. After they return to the
‘oundation, a Foundation bus will drop them
ff back at their home, Bertelsen said.

The fares for the Route 660 bus are between
2 and $4, one-way, depending on the length
f travel. A ride from Arrowhead to Wickenburg
7ill run 84, while a trip from Sun City West to
urrowhead costs $2.

While the Foundation bus service within the
ommunity requires advance reservation, No-

lan said the Valley Metro

head Towne Center, at the
North Mall Entrance near

“This releases a lot of people.  snie Theatres.
Now, they can get into Arrow- And, as Valley Metro

head and can go wherever p.,ngit Education Supervi-
their eyes can take them.” P

The stop was added at the

: SEE BUS SERVICE, RS
iQou_te 660 bu; Whi(;h o -

has 16 seats and is equipped to handle two
wheelchairs, does not. She recommended pas-
sengers arrive at the Foundation 10 minutes
prior to departure time.

Valley Metro has many discounts and pro-
grams for discounted tickets or ticket pack-
ages, including Phoenix Suns and Arizona Di-
amondbacks game tickets being good for free
rides on buses.

Discount tickets may be obtained from sev-
eral grocery chains, or ordered directly from
Valley Metro.

For information about fare prices and deals,
Route 660, connecting routes or trip planning,
call 602-253-5000 or visit www.valleymetro.
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Traffic signals requested in SCW

By ANNE RYMAN
Sun Cities Independent

Sun City West will nced a few
more traffic signals in the future,
according to Property Owners and
Residents Association directors.

PORA sent a request Dec. 30 to
Maricopa County Planning and
Development for three new stop
lights in the community. PORA’s
recommendations include:

B A stop light at 135th Avenue
and Stardust Boulevard (now a
four-way stop).

B A stop light at 135th Avenue
and Meeker Boulevard (traffic on
135th Avenue must stop while cars
on Mecker Boulevard do not stop at
the intersection).

B A stop light at the intersection
of Mecker Boulevard and Aleppo
and Trail Ridge drives (now a four-
way stop). In the letter PORA
directors sent to the county, Bill
Fry, 1993 PORA president, cited
increased traffic from Grand Ave-
nue to the future post office as the
reason for the traffic signal.

The new post office, expecied 0
open in ecarly 1995, is located off
Camino del Sol and Meecker
Boulevard at 139th Avenue and
Sandridge Drive.

B A three-way stop at the inter-
section of Camino dei Sol and
Meeker Boulevard (cars traveling

on Mecker Boulevard currently do

not have to stop).

In addition to the traffic signals,
PORA has recommended the
county up the speed limit on
Stardust Boulevard from 30 mph to
35 mph.

PORA, a local homeowner’s
association with 13,200 members,
monitors traffic concerns in the
community.

Directors wrote to Richard
Turner, acting director of Maricopa
County Planning and Develop-
ment, as a result of Del Webb’s
master plan revision related to its
expansion of Sun City West.
PORA and the Recreation Centers
of Sun City West have been asked
for their opinions regarding the
expansion.

The company is expanding north
on 1,312 acres of land. Because
Sun City West is unincorporated,
Maricopa County has jurisdiction
over development plans in the
community.

The Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors approved 884 acres of
the expansion in June 1993. Plans
for 450 acres Del Webb owns will
go before the county Planning and
Zoning Commission Jan. 20. The
10-member board makes
recommendations to the county
Board of Supervisors.

Two intersections that PORA
directors suggest as sites for signals
have had stop signs added within
the past three years. The
intersection of Aleppo Drive, Trail
Ridge Drive and Meeker Boulevard
was made into a four-way stop and
a stop sign was added at Stardust
Boulevard and 135th Avenue, says
John Berg, PORA director of
planning, zoning and transportation
from 1990-92.

“At that time, I realized those
were very dangerous crossings,”
Mr. Berg says.

He attributes the increased traffic
flow to the community’s growing

population as well as the seasonal
influx of residents.

Whether new signals will be
installed is up to Maricopa County.
The county has jurisdiction over
Sun City West streets because the
community is unincorporated.

County engineers use standards
established by the Federal Highway
Administration to determine wheth-
er new traffic signals should be
added, says Albert Letzkus, traffic
engineer for Maricopa County.

Criteria includes traffic volume,
accident history and whether the
signal will interrupt or facilitate
traffic flow.

“If it exceeds the criteria, the
engineer should consider a signal,
but it doesn’t mean it's mandated,”
Mr. Letzkus says.

A signal doesn’t necessarily
make an intersection safer, he says.
Signals generally tend to increase
the number of accidents but de-
crease the severity.



rolley car
ransports .
CW visitors

SOSA De SIMONE
arly News-Sun staff
gSUN CITY WEST — A new mode

of transportation, reserved for visit- .

s, has come to Sun City West.
An old-fashioned trolley car, minus
el tracks, motors around the com-

{Fumty, taking visitors on 45- mmute
urs

Del Webb Corp.’s “tro]ley tours”
e' available from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
ondays through Saturdays.
“The trolley’s drivers and hostesses
are Sun City West residents.
Sedt was super,” said Harlan Less-
, an Towa resident in town for a

_,w- and hlS wife, Helen, took
diitour Monday afternoon.

PE¥ou get to see a lot of what's
gHing on and the length of the tour is
,i:st about rlght " Lessman said.

At the wheel Monday was Fred
uhne, a mne-year Sun City West
imdent ;
Kphne squires v151tors 3% days a
eek,
,“It’s fun,” Kuhne said. “It’s as in-
resting 'as other things I do in the
mmumty

But fun aside, Kuhne said he takes

B‘TE‘SPOI}Slbﬂ]W of the passengers’:

elfare seriously.
“You have to keep your wnts about
U every single minute,” he said.

,C;olf‘ cars and pedestrians are ma-
Jpr hazards drivers need to keep
theijr eyes on, Kuhne said.

‘he number of visitors using the

raged about 70, said Sue Walker,

pervisor. of sales admlmstratlon
,ebb

1 we run; even if we have one
passenger we run,” Kuhne said. =+ =

With Kuhne taking care of the
riving, ”tro]ley ‘hostess” Louise

dbits

The trolley, which departs from

gbb’s" sales pavilion at 13323

eker Blvd,, traverses a route that

udes the community’s recreation
agenters, Del E. Webb Memorial
Hospital, golf courses and shopping
d:stmct A

E"You name it, they've got it,” Tak-
qushian told the. visitors durmg the .
t?ur

’trkoushian gwes the riders useful

The free trolley tours will run
rough March, said Connie Watson,
ﬂubhc relatlons assistant for Webb.

ley :daily varies, but lately has |

Not matter Fwhat ‘the weathersA

‘We wanted for the:
people who were visiting
‘the model home center to
have an opportunity to see
more of the community.
And it also gives them a
chance to see the
recreation centers because

-the trolley stops at each

one.

Connie Watson
Public relations assistant

Del Webb Corp.:

“We . wanted for the people who
were visiting the model home center
to have an opportunity to see more
of the community,” Watson said.
“And it also gives them a chance to
see the recreation centers because
the trolley stops at each one.”

If demand is high, the tours may
continue through Easter weekend‘
she said.

“We wanted something unique-
looking; it’s been received very well -
and people are very complimentary
about the tours,” Walker said.
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Trolley driver Fred Kuhne waits curbside for pass- trolley, which runs Monday through Saturday, takes
engers to gather for a tour of Sun City West. The visitors on a 45-minute tour of the community.
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Future roadwork may ease Bell traffic

Construction work is ongoing for the right-turn lane a
Bell Road and R.H. Johnson in Surprise.

BY PATRICK 0’GRADY

Sluggish travel on Bell Road may
provide a little more relief soon and lot
of potential in the future.

The extension of Dysart Road north
of Bell into the industrial and office
complex 1s"tentat1vely sla’ted for an
August start, and the move could
allow for Surprise to better coordinate
its traffic signals, said City Engineer
Bob Maki.

The city also took another step for-
ward earlier this month with the con-
struction contact approval for the right-

as it approaches Grand. The long-dis-
cussed project is planned to cost about
$356,773.12. with more than $71,000
of that slated to a contingency.
Standard Construction was awarded

Roadwork, from Page 1

turn lane for westbound traffic on Bell .

is done,” he said.

One solution floated that has met with
some resistance is the idea Grand could be
an overpass at Bell, similar to what the state
has done southeast on the road in Phoenix,
Glendale and Peoria. In those cases, how-
ever, Grand is at a six-way intersection.
while it is only a four-way at Bell.

Maki said there may be funding after

the contract.

The turn lane was one of the bevy of
projects slated for Surprise’s “Building
a Better Bell” program that is a three-
year plan to overhaul the road to pro-
vide significant improvements and
ease traffic.

The turn at Grand was a more diffi-
cult process to work through for the
city as it spent years arranging it with
the  Arizona  Department  of
Transportation, which controls Grand,
and BNSF Railway, for the tracks the
turn lane will have to cross over.

The project goes along with the joint
city and county project at R.H. Johnson
and Bell to add a turn lane and move
traffic off the street quicker.

Bell has become increasingly crowd-
ed as more subdivisions are opened in

2015 that would allow the city and state to
work on an overpass, road studies in the
next few years may determine an over-
pass’s fate,

Councilman Cliff Elkins, a one-time lob-
byist  for transportation issues in
Washington, D.C., and a council tr ansporta-
tion advocate, said he likes the direction
things are heading and to get an overpass he
can wait a few years until a study is done.

Thoughts of Grand overpass possible

western Surprise. Congestion along the
strip east of Grand can back up to
114th Avenue in the evenings as many
people use it 4s a route home.

Surprise officials have sought more
ways to get people off the road, and the
dual turn lanes, along with one poten-
tially at EI Mirage Road, were seen as
a way to lessen some of the impact of
people looking to head north.

Even with the improvements, the
Bell and Grand intersection is one that
likely will be headed for failure if noth-
ing is done, Maki said, even though
studies in 2000 and 2003 show it to be
doing reasonably well.

“These studies consistently show
that Bell and Grand is the only inter-
section that will fail by 2025 if nothing

See Roadwork, Page 2



a2

First riders on the SCW Foundation Minibus are, seated (front l.tor.)Alva

Caracci, passenger and Lorraine Cockle, past presidentof the SCW
Fouridation Board of Directors. Seated in rear are Joan Viechman () and

" Virginia Goluszka.

SCW Foundation's minibus service

starts operation

By Marie Scotti

The Sun City West
Foundation, in partnership with
SCAT Dial-A-Ride, purchased a
new handicapped-equipped
minibus for the exclusive use of
SCW residents traveling within
Sun City West only. The service
began on Valentine's Day.

The SCW Foundation Board of
Directors came to the consensus
that the community is aging,
creating a growing need for
additional transportation service
within Sun City West.

The purpose for this special
minibus is first to reduce the
waiting time for pickup and
return of residents to their homes,
. second to financially benefit
SCAT.

The Foundation will partially
fund the purchase of the van and
pay all operating expenses
including insurance, driver's
salaries, maintenance and fuel
costs which will cost the
Foundation $40,000 annually.
All income derived from the

Friday. On Saturdays SCAT will
provide its normal operating
service.

The minibus will be housed in
SCAT's secure garage located in
Sun City. Sun City West service
will operate based on SCAT's
normal operating hours.
Residents will continue to call
SCAT Dial-A-Ride at 623-977-
8363 for service as they have in
the past. SCAT will also provide
an additional minibus from its
fleet (if required) to reduce
waiting time. The fee will be $3
from point of origin to point of
destination.

The Foundation wishes to
express its appreciation to the
SCAT personnel and its
Governing Board for assistance
and expertise to make this
program possible. Watch for the
minibus with the Sun City West
Foundation logo.

minibus will be going to SCAT's .

account.
The special Foundation bus
will operate Sunday through
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. carts..
“diminished despite warnings -

Traffic SCW

SCW grandmother is fined

'$500 for golf cart accident

By Randy Altenhoff

It was bound to. happen
Res;dents have been warmed not
to let their underage children or
grandchildren drive their golf
The practice has not

from the Sheriff's Department
that, "You will be cited for

'allowmg an-unauthorized minor

to drive a vehicle on the
roadway. This is a misdemeanor
citation, resulting in a $285 fine,
and could also result in the
suspension of your driving
privileges in Arizona, regardless

of where you are licensed. Also,
‘if you have-an out of state

license, your home state will be

- notified-and you could lose your ~

license. +:

"Further should the chlld be :

involved in an accident, you, and
the child's parents, could be

~ subject to a civil lawsuit, as most .
insurance companies won't cover
-you if you allow an unlicensed

driver to.operate the vehicle.
Your insurance company could

“also cancel your policy, causing
.'you to seek insurance elsewhere,

at much higher rates."

golf cart. .
. The child lost control and
struc_k a 1999 Cadillac driven by

“Dale Kunzelman, also of Sun

City }Vest _The cart overturned
throwmg all three occupants

‘Copiés of this warning are

- carried by Sun City West |
Sheriff's Posse patrols'and have
been given to residents thoughtto -

be guilty of allowing unlicensed

drivers to drive. The original

fetter was issued by
Administrative Deputy Ron

-Greth of District #3, Maricopa .

County Sheriffs Office.
It was only a matter of time

before someone had an accident
and a deputy was called and-
' required by law to issue a

citation.
According to court records,

Odetta Napua Auld-Park of -

Zinnia, Conn., appeared before
Judge Henry inthe Surprise

Superior Court accused of .

allowing her six-year-old
grandchild of driving a licensed

Thursday, October 27, 2005 THE WESTER

from the vehicle - the six-year:
old, the grandmother seated in
the middle and a male 10-year,
old. Fortunately, the children
were unhurt and the grandmether
was treated and released from
Del Webb Hospital within hours.
Although the charges against;
Mrs. Napua Auld-Park were a
class B felony subject to six
months in jail and a $500 fine,
the jail sentence was waived and
she was fined $500 and required
to do 28 hours ofcommumty_

. service.

As a community newspaper
that prefers to.publish "good
news", we have covered this

* story with the hopes that citizens .

will realize motor vehicles are
not toys and can be dangerous.
Golf carts when operated
properly do not offer the safety
features of an automobile and
therefore require greater caution

.. when operating. Although seat

belts are not required to be wom,
especmlly on the golf course,
experience has shown they can
prevent severe m_]ury on our
madways
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Bell Road improvements to impact SCW

Sun City West residents face an
onslaught of construction at their
Southwest border starting this
summer, but the end result will
mean better access into the com-
munity.

The City of Surprise has kicked
off a $10 million, five-year im-
provement project for Bell Road
and residents can expect periodic
delays as the work progresses.

Although Surprise is handling
most of the projects, the Maricopa
County Department of Transpor-
tation 1s spearheading a couple of
the plans, such as the one that will
relocate the Sun City West monu-
ment sign at the entrance to the
community on R. H. Johnson
Boulevard and add a right-hand
turn lane at R. H. Johnson and
Bell.

The county will give the Recre-
ation Centers of Sun City West
$60,000 to build a new monument

sign or refurbish and relocate the
old one at a different location that
doesn’t interfere with the new lane
planned at the north side of Bell.
The sign’s design will be left to
Rec Centers officials.

Moving the sign and construct-
ing the dedicated right-tumn lane
onto R. H. Johnson from Bell will
take about four months, according
to Andzej Wojakiewicz with
MCDOT. The work orginally
was scheduled to begin this sum-
mer, but delays are pushing the
start date to no earlier than this
fall. Wojakiewicz said if Surprise
officials indicate they want to wait
even longer to avoid peak traffic,
county officials will not start until
summer 2006.

Whenever the construction
starts, Wojakiewicz said, residents
can be assured the project will
leave the R. H. Johnson-Bell inter-
section open to traffic, although

there may be some lane closures.

The R. H. Johnson intersection
project is just one of about 25 in
Surprise’s “Building a Better
Bell” plans. The overall project is
expected to be complete by 2008.

Among those that will directly
affect Sun City West residents,
aside from the one at R. H. John-
son, are resurfacing a nine-mile
section of Bell from Avenue of
the Arts (114th Avenue) to the
Beardsley Canal, upgrading
streetlights between 114th and
Beardsley Canal; renovating me-
dian landscaping and synchroniz-
ing signal lights. Those projects
are all slated to begin this year.

In the summer of 2006, work is
expected to start on the addition of
a right-tumn lane at El Mirage
Road, a project that is being spear-
headed by MCDOT. A multitude
of other projects starting at various
points between this summer and

2009 will have indirect impacts to
Sun City West residents as traffic
flow on and around Bell im-
proves, but they will primarily
benefit Surprise residents. Those
inglude the addition of a right-turm
lane at Bell and Grand.

As work progresses on each
individual project, Surprise offi-
cials will post orange “Building a
Better Bell” logos in the work
areas to remind residents of the
construction and urge them to
check out a dedicated web site -
www.bellroadimprovements.com
to get the latest information. Area
residents without Internet access
can get information by calling the
Surprise Engineering Department
at 623-583-6025. Signs at Bell
and Grand Avenue will chart

progress on the overall project.
Projects already completed to

improve traffic flow on Bell in-

clude adding an eastbound left-tum

lane at 115th Avenue and allowing
two-way traffic on 115th, easing
the use of the Bell and 114th Ave-
nue intersection. The traffic signals
on Bell also have been retimed. If
needed, a traffic signal will be
added at the new 115th and Bell
intersection
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Plan: 'Building a Better Bell

Agreement paves way for improvements

By Matt Loeschman

Independent Newspapers

Expect easier access to Sun City
West and fewer backups at R.H.
Johnson Boulevard and Bell Road
following an intergovernmental
agreement between Surprise and
Maricopa County.

Surprise City Council voted
unanimously Feb. 24 to enter into
the agreement with the county to
construct a dedicated westbound
right-turn lane at the busy intersec-
tion, which was good news for
Sun City West.

“It was very favorable,” said the

community’s PORA President
Chuck Ullman, who attended the
meeting. “A number of people,
including myself wrote letters to
the mayor and urged her to recon-
sider.”

He said plans were to build the
turn lane by fall. .

“I'm not sure exactly what
went on behind the scenes, but
the county came back to us offer-
ing to pay two-thirds of the cost,”
Surprise City Engineer Robert Maki
explained. “At the same time, they
offered to add 200 more feet to the
lane so that drove the price up to
$1.6 million orso.”

Under the approved agree-
ment, Surprise will pay $550,000
— one-third of the total cost of the
lane addition. Construction will
begin in mid-July and take about
four months to complete, Mr. Maki
said. The dedicated right-turn lane
will measure 550 feet.

As time progressed, the city’s
portion of the project cost
decreased.

First, Surprise council mem-
bers rejected a proposal asking the
city to fund 75 percent of the proj-
ect.

Then, drafts of the IGA called
for Surprise and the county to split

the cost of constructing the turn
lane from westbound Bell Road
onto R.H. Johnson Boulevard, a
main entrance to Sun City West.
City Council balked at paying half
of the cost and asked for further
negotiations.

Finally, city officials accepted a
deal last week with Surprise pay-
ing one-third of the $1.6 million
price tag.

Funding for the project is pro-
grammed into Surprise’s 2005-06
budget. The improvements are
part of a plan by multiple entities
titled “Building a Better Bell.”

City Council members firmly

back the project.

“This is one of the things we
must do to improve our traffic situ-
ation,” District 6 Councilman Tom
Allen said. “It's worth moving for-
ward and spending the dollars.”

District 1 Councilman Cliff
Elkins said Sun City West should
also step up.

“I do expect we get some equi-
ty. When we improve something
for us and our neighbors, they
should make a financial contribu-
tion. This will help both of us,
there’s no question,” Councilman
Elkins said. “And hopefully this will
expedite other projects.”

Mayor Joan Shafer asked the

See Agreement — Page 9

Agreement

Continued From Page 1

lane be clearly marked “right turn
only.”

“It will be signed very well,” the
city engineer said.

Mr. Maki said city studies indi-
cate 75 to 80 percent of vehicles in
Bell Road’s far-right westbound
lane are using the lane to turn north
onto R.H. Johnson Boulevard.

The lane addition will have a
major impact on easing traffic
snarls, he added.

“This will be a big benefit. We’re
estimating 900 automobiles during

a peak hour will use the turn lane
instead of tying up Bell,” Mr. Maki
explained. “Motorists will notice a
difference.”

In the future, more dedicated
right-turn lanes are planned for
other busy intersections.

“We'll go through the IGA
process again for a turn lane at Bell
and El Mirage roads.

It's needed almost as badly,” Mr.
Maki said.

The city engineer said approxi-
mately 50 percent of traffic heading
west on Bell Road makes a north-
bound turn at EI Mirage Road. -

“It's not as high anumber as it is
atR.H. Johnson," he explained.

Mr. Maki believes the city 1s get-
ting the most from its $550,000
investment.

“I'm glad we got what we got,”
he said.

News editor Matt Loeschman
can be reached at 972-6101
or mloeschman@newszap.com
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Surprise approves Bell Road turn lane

PATRICK 0'GRADY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

A planned right-turn lane at Bell Road and
R.H. Johnson Boulevard got the green light
from Surprise as the city agreed to foot about
one-third of the project’s S1.5 million cost.

The long-discussed proposal awaits
approval from the Maricopa County Board of

B § Supervisors, and could start construction as
((‘\ ; b ' early as this summer, city officials said. Sur
\ﬁ) : prise will pay up to $550,000 of the project.

Once finished, the turn lane along west-
bound Bell could result in improved traffic on
the section of the road between El Mirage and
Dysart roads with the ability to get more cars
through the intersection, said City Engmcer
Bob Maki.

Councilors unanimously approved the
move, almost a year after the council denied
paying $1.65 million to build a dual lane pro-
posal that would have allowed cars to enter
the age-restricted community.

“Despite taking nearly a year for approval,
the turn lane was hailed as a good step in
reducing congestion along a section of Bell
Road that has become increasingly packed
with cars.

“This is one of the things we can do to
immediately improve traffic in Surprise,” said
Councilman Tom Allen.

A turn lane at the intersection could move
as many as 545 cars out of the curb lane to
make the turn during peak hours. Maki said
he estimates that would make it possible for
900 more cars an hour to get past the signal.

If approved by the county, the project has
about a 120-day construction schedule that
could start between mid-June and mid-July.

The.proposal is different from the one pre-
sented last March. There would be only one
turn lane but.at double the length of the ear-
lier proposal.
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A proposed right-turn lane bound into Sun City West off Bell Road is waiting

on approval from the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors. See LANE, AS

From A1 be moved or a new one erected if the

relocation is not possible.

weary,” Elkins said.

The city toyed with the idea of propos-
ing a right-turn lane that went all the

way back to El Mirage Road instead of

the 550-foot lane in the proposal, but
that idea was scrapped, Maki said.

The move will require one wall of the
drainage canal on the north side of Bell
to be altered. Instead of the angled
approach, that side will be filled in to
make a 90-degree wall where the lane is
added.

As part of the plan, the large entrance
sign to Sun City West will either have to

Councilman Cliff Elkins, who last
year was among those objecting to the
city paying the lane's entire bill, said
despite his support he was concerned
about the equity of use and whether the
city or county should pay more.

Surprise was roundly criticized by
Sun City West organizations because it
would not pay the full amount. Leaders
in the Sun City West said they believed
Surprise would get as much benefit as
Sun City West because it would free up
I(ttlt“: for traffic heading west.

"Al times, the criticism gets a little

The turn lane could be the first of sev-
eral agreements the city enters into for
such lanes along Bell. The westbound
section of Bell at El Mirage Road is a
likely candidate that has some of the
same problems as R.H. Johnson, but
that would require a separate agreement
with the county, Maki said.

Surprise also is working on an agree-
ment between the Arizona Department of
Transportation and the Burlington
Northern Santa Fe Railway for a rmhl
turn lane along westbound Bell at Grand
Avenue.
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Bell Road gridlock takes another turn

Senator searches
for solution

KATY 0’GRADY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

If the city of Surprise doesn’t pony up some
funds to add turn lanes on Bell Road, a local
senator plans to try to get the money from the
Legislature.

Sen. Jack Harper of Surprise, R-District 4,
told the Sun City West Property Owners and
Residents Association board members Tues-
day he will try to have funds for Bell's expan-
sion included in next year’s state budget if the
city of Surprise doesn't ante up in the
meantime.

] know the mayor of Surprise can some-
times be difficult,” Harper said.

The issue involves the city’s March 24 deci-
sion not to support Maricopa County's fund-
ing plan to build two right-turn lanes along
westbound Bell Road to allow easier access to
Sun City West via El Mirage Road and R.H.
Johnson Boulevard. The road is three lanes
with the right-most lane allowing through traf-
fic as well as right turns.

The county had asked Surprise to pay
75 percent of the cost, or $1.65 million, while
it would have paid the remaining 25 percent,
or $550,000.

Surprise Mayor Joan Shafer said she plans
to ask county officials if they're willing to go
50-50 on the project.

“That monument (at Sun City West's

entrance) has to be moved. and all that, and
that’s not cheap,” she said.

Harper said it was too late to try to find
funds in this year's budget but next year is a
possibility if the city and county still haven't
worked out a deal.

Shafer said Harper, as a Surprise resident,
ought to be glad she looks after the city’s best
interests.

“If the mayor doesn’t stand up, for her city
and their rights, then she’s not a very good
mayor,” Shafer said. "He lives here so he
should be glad he has a mayor who's willing
to work hard.”

Harper took a dig at Shafer’s city when
PORA Director Noah Murphy asked whether
the state had any right to step in if a city's
development was irresponsible or poorly

planned. :

“You've got a runaway building program
here,” Murphy said, asking whether any state
law gave the Legislature authority to get
involved.

“I know you guys have a hard time getting
anything done with Surprise,” Harper said.
“The more pressure you can put on them, the
better.”

Harper said one tool cities have to manage
growth is the ability to consider areas outside
their boundaries in creating their develop-
ment plans.

“What you're saying is the state as a whole
doesn’t have that (authority)?” Murphy asked.

“You're right,” Harper responded.

Katy O'Grady may be reached at 876-2514
or kogrady@aztrib.com.
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Settlement means no Deer Valley offramp

By Anne Brady ;
Independént Newspapers

Sun City West residents are
breathing a collective sigh of
relief over the settlement of a
lawsuit filed against Maricopa
County seeking an offramp
from the Loop 303 on to Deer
Valley Drive.

‘We spoke at the Sun City
West Rotary Club (about the
settlement) and they were elat-
ed,” reported Scott Isham,
chief of staff for District 4
County Supervisor Max Wil-
son. “We are just relishing the

victory.”

PMI-DVW Real Estate Hold-
ings LLE which owned 29.19
acres of land at the intersection
of the Deer Valley Road align-
ment and the Loop 303, had
sued the county for $15 million
over the Board of Supervisors’
decision not to follow through
with plans for an offramp.

°  PMI (Phoenix Metropolitan
Investors) alleged not provid-
ing freeway access to his prop-
erty lowered its value and vio-
lated an agreement between
PMI and the Maricopa County

Department of Transportation
According to the settlement
terms, the county will buy the
property from PMI for $2 mil-
lion. That will bring the total

‘property owned by the county

in that area to 153 acres, said
Mr. Isham.

The county will likely sell
the 153 acres, either as a whole
or in pieces, “whatever (way)
we're going to get the most
money,” said Mr. Isham.

Possible uses could include
commercial development or
assisted living facilities, he

said.

“There’s plenty of options,”
said Mr. Isham. “It will be com-
patible with Sun City West.”

Randy Fuller, president of
the Property Owners and Resi-
dents Association, said the
county has “assured us it will
be a compatible use.”

“We wouldn't want a chemi-
cal plant,” he said. “It could be
strip mall, storage.”

PORA's main concern was
that Deer Valley Drive not
become “a major thorough-
fare,” which was anticipated if

the offramp was added, Mr.
Fuller said. :

He added he “wouldn't be
surprised” if Surprise eventu-
ally annexed some or all of the
county’s property just north-
east of thecity.

“Eventually, yeah, I think
we'd like to incorporate it,”
said Phil Testa, Surprise eco-
nomic and community devel-
opment director. “However, it’s
not'a priority right now.”

Other parcels currently are

See Lawsuit — Page 5

Lawsuit

Continued From Page 1
more appealing annexation
targets, he said.

According to PMI partner
Bob Semple, PMI had an agree-
ment with MCDOT that would
have made the PMI property
accessible via both Loop 303
and Deer Valley Drive.

This  agreement  was
reached in 1998, when PMI
sold MCDOT land for the pur-
pose of constructing Loop 303,
Mr. Semple told the Indepen-
dentin an interview last year.

However, Sun City West resi-
dents voted 4,933-1,609 to
oppose opening up Deer Valley
Drive, which ends west of
155th Avenue.

PMI sued the county in
Maricopa Country Superior
Court in February 2001 for
breach of contract, and
although the suit originally
sought $15.5 million for dam-
ages and attorney’s fees, Mr.
Semple said last year that what
he really wanted was to con-
nect Deer Valley Drive and the
Loop-303.

The notice of the lawsuit set-
tlement was filed with the court
on March 26, 2003, and the
agreement was approved b
the Board of Supervisor or};
April 16.
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RCSCW finds solution to
Loop 303 view problem

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

While future noise on Loop
303 remains a concern, the
views of the soon-to-be-
constructed freeway may
become a bit more bearable.

The Recreation Centers of
Sun City West has accepted
Maricopa County Supervisor
Max Wilson's proposal to
partner in the planting and
care of trees along portions of
Loop 303, next to the north-
ern section of Sun City West.

RCSCW Senior Environ-
mental Services Manager
Todd Patty said the trees will
be fast growing and low
maintenance.

“It is a tree that does not
require a lot of cleanup and
care,” Patty said. “They have
a nice canopy to block the
view."

The trees will be spaced

out on a one-mile stretch
along the golf course off
151st Drive and Deer Valley
Road.

Wilson developed the idea
last summer following several
meetings with Sun City West
groups. The plan calls for the
planting of more than 50
mature trees spaced about 50
feet apart along a mile seg-
ment of the newly con-
structed Loop 303 interim
roadway next to Sun City
West.

Construction of tall sound
walls that could also serve as
privacy walls along this seg-
ment of the Loop 303 were
ruled out when both roadway
opening and future noise pro-
jections conducted by Mari-
copa County Department of
Transportation fell short of
mitigation requirements.

Under the plan, the trees
will be planted on the Sun

City West side of the line,
Palty said. He said the rec
centers are looking at 24-inch
block trees that have not
matured.

RCSCW General Manager
George Grimstad said the
trees will solve one concern of
residents.

“The noise will not be
impacted, but the views will
be,” he said. "We have asked
for a specific tree, and (the
county) told us they saw no
problem with that.”

The partnership calls for
MCDOT to spend nearly
$50,000 to cover the cost of
purchasing and planting the
trees, and installing an irriga-
tion system. RCSCW has
agreed to take over watering
and long-term maintenance
of the trees.

Michael Maresh can be
reached at 876-2513 or
mmaresh@aztrib.com
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SCW group girds for Loop 303 fight

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

While county officials
ponder opening Deer Valley
Drive and 159th Avenue in
Sun City West, one group
plans to do whatever it
takes to keep the road
closed.

Maricopa County Depart-
ment of Transportation offi-
cials are still reviewing the
merits of an $11.5 million
lawsuit filed against them
after a purported agreement
with a landowner over the
opening of the roadway at
159th Avenue and Deer Val-
ley Drive from Loop 303 was
canceled more than three
years ago.

The land being called into
question near where the
roads would intersect is
owned by PMI-DWV Real

Estate Holdings LLP. PMI's
law firm claims $11.5 mil-
lion represents the actual
damages PMI has so far, but
that damages will continue
to accrue
MCDOT not complying with
its Access Transaction
Agreement. thereby affecting
PMI's ability to develop or
sell the land for commercial
or residential purposes. PMI
had planned to build a strip
mall on its land before the
Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors ruled there
would be no Loop 303
access to its property.

As the county investi-
gates the factual basis for
the claim, one Sun City
West group that has suc-
cessfully fought to keep
other organizations from
coming into the retirement
community is gearing up for

as a result of

another battle.

Marie Verne, a member of
Concerned Citizens Group
in Sun City West, said
county. officials promised
the group in 1999 there
would be no access to Deer
Valley Drive, and the group
intends to hold them to
that.

“It would be a very large

fight,” she said. "It could
result in an awful lot of
ruckus.”
' Verne said residents
voiced their opposition in
1999 to the Loop 303
access, and nothing has
happened in the last three
vears to change their
stance.

“If we do not want it, they
will not open it up,” she
said. “That's what we were
promised.”

MCDOT Loop 303

Coordinator Bill Hahn said
the department is looking at
all aspects of the case as
well as options it could pur-
sue. However, he said he
could not comment on those
options because of the
pending lawsuit.

Verne said the landowner
may be asking for $11.5 mil-
lion, but she doubts the
courts will award those type
of damages against the
county.

And if the county tries to
open access to Deer Valley
Drive from Loop 303, Verne
said it will draw a lot of
criticism.

“We will get our group
together, and we will fight
again,” she said. “The people
here are very, very upset
about this.”

Sun City West, she said,
is a retirement community,

so having direct access to
the community through this
roadway could be
disastrous.

“We will have nothing but
theft and the bad things
that go with it,” Verne said.
“It will be a very big battle if
they try to open that road.
Whatever it takes, we will do
1"

Calls to county attorney
Jean Rice, representing
MCDOT in the lawsuit, were
not returned.

Maricopa County Attor-
ney spokesman Bill FitzGer-
ald said the county is not in
a position to comment on a
pending lawsuit, adding the
lawsuit is “pretty fresh. It
could take a long time.”

Michael Maresh can be
reached at 876-2513 or
mmaresh@aztrib.com.
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RCSCW orders wall dismantled

CC&R
VIOLATION: © feet
exceeds 2-foot
limit

MICHAEL MARESH

DAILY NEWS-SUN

John and Norma Ashworth
refuse to obey the Recreation
Centers of Sun City West, a
centers official said.

The centers has ordered
the couple, who live in the
14000 block of Via Manana
in Sun City West, to disman-
tle their recently built brick

wall, saying it violates the
community’s covenants, con-
ditions and restrictions.

Calls to John and Narma
Ashworth were not returned
as of this morning. However,
when the issue first came to
light in early April, they said
their attorney advised them
to not comment.

The Ashworths' wall is 6
feet tall, but Sun City West's
CC&Rs state the maximum
height of a block wall cannot
exceed 2 feet.

Centers governing board
member Tom Cook, chairman
of RCSCW's legal affairs

have to be taken down
hecause the CC&Rs allow-2-
foot tall walls. In addition. a
different type of meshing
could be added on the wall to
complete the fence, Cook
said. .

"We hope to resolve amia-
bly.” he said. "We don’t wantl
to get into any big fight over
this.”

Jean Goncalves, who was
one of 33 homeowners who
complained to the centers
about the wall, said she is
pleased the legal affairs com-
mittee is working to resolve
the issue.

Gonecalves,
behind the

who lives
Ashworths’

committee, said the Ash-
worths said they were not

" going to.take down the wall,
“and that they had hired an

attorney to fight any action
the centers might pursue.

The refusal resulted in the
case being turned over to
Cook's committee, which met
with an attorney Tuesday
morning to discuss what
action to take.

“We met with an attorney
who specializes in CC&Rs,"
Cook said, adding RCSCW
plans to try to convince the
Ashworths to comply with the
rules.

property, says the courtyard
she and her neighbors share
is losing some of its beauty
because of the wall.

*My husband (John) and |
are very pleased the legal
affairs committee has taken
this action,” she said, adding
she is not surprised her
neighbors are fighting the
CC&R rule.

Goncalves said il no action
had been taken against the
Ashworths, the doors would
have been open to others 1o
do whatever they desired.

“The rec board has to take
a stand and do this.” she
said. "We are hoping and
praving they are successful.”

Michael Maresh can be
reached at 876-2513 or
mmaresh@aztrib.com.

Cook, though. was doubt-
ful the Ashworths would
comply.

“We have got a letter from
their attorney telling us they
will not take the wall down.”
Cook said. He said the legal
affairs committee will follow
the advice of its attorney.

Cook said the last thing
the recreation centers wants
to do is pursue legal action
against residents.

“l hope we don't have to
get into that,” he said. Cook
said the whole wall does not
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Residents petition for a Loop 303 noise wall

By Jeremy Pearlman
Independent Newspapers

A group of Sun City West res-
idents  have petitioned  the
Maricopa County Department of
[ransportation  seeking con-
struction of a sound-abatement
wall 1o protect the community
from Loop 303 noise.

In a little over 10 days, Jill Ket-
tela and her neighbors were able
to collect 981 signatures from
tellow Sun City West residents
i an effort to convince MCDOT
to address their concerns.

Not contesting the highway in
its current location, Mrs. Kettela
only wishes to address what she
tfeels is a degradation of her and
her neighbor’s quality of life if
Loop 303 proceeds as planned.

“The desert’s been quiet out
here, but I'm smart enough to
know it wasn't going to stay that
way,” Mrs. Kettela said.

1 just want MCDOT to real-
ize there were a lot of residents
here who are concerned with
what’s going on outside our
walls, not necessarily the road
but the noise.” Mrs. Kettela con-
tinued. “What we're really hop-
ing to do is ask for a meeting
with MCDOT to hopefully get

Photo by Jeremy Peariman/Independent Newspapers
Standing on Loop 303, Jill Kettela points toward Sun City West. Mrs.

Kettela is trying to get the Maricopa County Department of
Transportation to build a sound wall to protect the community from

noise.

our group to work together with
them, to work on it.”

She also hopes to address any
environmental issues and other
quality of life issues the high-
way might bring.

The portion of the Loop 303.
which will travel from Grand
Avenue, adjacent to the western
border of Sun City West, to the
El Mirage Road alignment is

slated to open April 2003,

A noise-abatement wall was
not planned for this portion of
the Loop 303  because
MCDOT’s studies found that
projected noise for the highway
did not necessitate it, according
to Roberta Crowe, MCDOT
spokesperson.

“Our past noise studies indi-
cated that the noise level was

beneath the 64 decibel mark and
that’s the threshold,” Ms. Crowe
said. “Anything beyond 64 deci-
bels, noise mingation would be
required.”

Ms. Crowe indicated that
MCDOT is currently conducting
further studies that will incorpo-
rate future traffic projections.

In addition, she intends to
voice the residents’ concerns to
the Loop 303 Project Review
Committee.

“I'm going to take (the pet-
tion) before the project review
committee, then we will develop
a plan 1o see what we can do to
address their concerns.” Ms.
Crowe said.

She said the issue will also be
raised at a MCDOT meeting
next week with Max Wilson,
District 4 supervisor.

The Property Owners and
Residents Association has also
taken action in an effort to have
a noise-abatement wall built.

PORA President Randy Fuller
has written two letters (o
MCDOT concerning Loop 303
NOLSE 1ssues.

“Their concern, in my opin-
ion, is very valid and we support
(their efforts),” Mr. Fuller said.
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STUCK in TRAF FIC

GRIDLOCK
GUARANTEE:
Neighboring cities
increase congestion
around Sun City West

| MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Resident James Kiloh knows traffic
congestion in Sun City West will con-
tinue to get worse.

“Grand Avenue and Bell Road is
ridiculous,” he said Thursday after-
noon while preparing to leave the Sun
City West Safeway parking lot in his
golf car. Kiloh said trying to get onto
major streets in the community from
the side streets is a major challenge
now and will only get worse.

“They keep building out there,” he
said. “It's going to be horrendous. We
need another east-west road.” -

Kiloh said the traffic from the
booming communities around Sun
City West is a little unsettling so he
tries to avoid it.

“I feel more comfortable when [ am
inside these walls,” he said, adding he
believes drivers are using the commu-
nity’s side streets to avoid congestion
on.the main roads.

Kiloh's thoughts reflect those of the
Sun City West Property Owners and
Residents Association, which wants to

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS- SbN

Traffic backs up at the intersection of Bell Road and R.H. Johnson Boulevard.
Projections Traffic experts predict 35,000 vehicles will pass through this inter-

section on a daily basis in the year 2040.

find ways to improve current prob-
lems and prevent future gridlock pre-
dicted in a Maricopa County Depart-
ment of Transportation study.

The study shows anticipated
increases in traffic on major arterial
streets in and around Sun City West
over the next 38 years.

PORA member Fred Berkenkamp
said the county transportation depart-
ment knows of Sun City West's con-
cerns, but whether it can do anything
_to calm the problems is questionable.

PORA President Randy Fuller has

sent Tom Buick, MCDOT's transporta-
tion director and county engineer, a
letter detailing Sun City West's future
traffic concerns.

“They know how we feel,” Berken-
kamp said. PORA expects to meet with
MCDOT officials in the next few weeks
to address the future traffic issues in
further detail.

According to MCDOT's figures,
there will be 71,000 cars traveling
Loop 303 at the Grand Avenue over-
pass every day in’ 2040. Another
64,000 vehicles will travel Loop 303 to

the immediate north and east

James Kiloh of Sun City West knows trafflc congestion in the fetirement community WI||
get worse as more people move into neighboring cities. ‘

MOLLIE J. IIIJFPESIDA\LY NEWS SUN

of Sun City West.

The El Mirage Road exten-
sion, which MCDOT says is
scheduled to be finished in
2004, would carry about
14,000 vehicles daily in 2040.
In addition, 35,000 drivers

See Forecasters predict, AG
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a day in 2040 would be using
the major streets of Bell Road
and R.H. Johnson Boulevard
at the same time 40,000 vehi-
. cles are using the arterial
street of Grand Avenue near
R.H. Johnson Boulevard.

“The aggregate of that is
there are 224,000 vehicles a
day” on some of the bigger
roads in and around Sun City
West, Berkenkamp said. “It is
a problem.”

Most troubling, he said, is

the projected increase in
truck traffic on Loop 303.
MCDOT officials estimate
there will be 20 to 24 percent
more truck traffic on the
state route in the next 38
years.

Another problem that
comes with the traffic is the
added noise for residents liv-
ing near the bigger streets.
Berkenkamp said PORA
believes there should be ways
to buffer the sound so nearby

residents are not affected.

“Currently, there are no
provisions for walls around
Sun City West or by the
Grand Avenue overpass,” he
said. “They have got to do
something about the traffic
noise and pollution.”

_ As an example, Berken-
kamp pointed to the buffer
walls on Loop 101, saying
there is no reason they can't
be added in the far West Val-
ley as well.

Berkenkamp said the

MCDOT figures show there
will be four times as many
vehicles using the area’s big-
ger roadways in 2040 as
there are now. That means
the county agency needs to
complete some new noise
reviews immediately, he said.
“It could have a very
adverse effect on our resi-
dents and our property val-
ues,” Berkenkamp said.
Michael Maresh can be
reached at 876-2513 or
mmaresh@aztrib.com.
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Talking transit

PORA: Sun City West
leaders look at
transportation service

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Sun City West plans to learn
from Sun City's successes and mis-
takes at least regarding
transportation. ‘

The Property Owners and Resi-
dents Association of Sun City West
is looking at what kind of transpor-
tation services Sun City does and
does not-have as the newer commu-
nity reviews what would work for its
residents.

“We are 10 years behmd Sun City
(in age), but it will come,” said PORA
President Randy Fuller. “We decided
we do need to address the future of
the transportation issue. We don't
want to be behind the power curve.
We are going to have to address
that.

“Transportation is the biggest
concern to Sun City West residents,

and now is the time to work on it,”
he added.

The Sun Cities have two services
at the present time, but Sun City
West is looking at adding a more
extensive service:

According to a report from the
Sun City Area Transit,- 3,378 Sun
City residents pay $2.50 per ride to
take SCAT vans at least once a
month.

Sun City West residents, on the
other hand, rely more on private
vehicles as only 833 riders take the
SCAT service on a monthly basis.
Sun City has about 38,300 resi-
dents while Sun City West has
about 26,300, according to the 2000
census.

Red Cross, which provides a Dial-
A-Ride service in the Sun Cities,
transports about 1,100 passengers
every month, with 90 percent of
them from Sun City. That service,
unlike SCAT, is free, although the
organization requests a contribution
of $2 from its riders. .

vy

See Red Cross, AS

ERANSPCRTATION SC

er LAMBERT/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Trudy Kaplan of Sun City West, right, prepares to board the SCAT van driven by Don Cheltra Wednesday Kaplan
was being picked up from a medical plaza in.Peoria.
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Red Cross, however, is
experiencing a shortage of
volunteers and drivers right
now, and while most passen-
gers have not been aflected
yet, that could change.

Anita Gonzales, an area
coordinator for Red Cross,
said while the service is short
on volunteers and drivers, it
is trying to maintain its nor-
mal level of service. Red
Cross has six vans capable of
carrying 11 passengers at a
time, and Gonzales said it is
not uncommon for all these
vans to be full. Most of the
riders are elderly, she added.

PORA Director Fred

Berkenkamp said he would"

like to see Sun City West cre-
ate a more extensive service
with SCAT than what is
offered now, although noth-
ing has been discussed in
detail at this time.

“It would be much better
to work with someone who
has experience,” he said.

“The need is not immedi-
ate, though there are people
who would like to have
(something) tomorrow,” he
added. “It will take time to set
it up. We are looking five
years in the future for our
residents.”

The service Berkenkamp
envisions would be more of
an on-call door-to-door ser-
vice. "It would be an (addi-
tional) charge with added
complexity,” he said.

Fuller said the reason
more Sun City residents than
Sun City West residents use
the transportation services is

because Sun City has more .

older residents. According to
2000 census numbers, the
median age of Sun City resi-
dents is 75, while the median
age for people in Sun City
West is 73.2. The average age
in Youngtown is 65.3.

‘It would be my opinion
that has a distinct barrier,”

he said.

Fuller also said it stands
to reason there would be
more people using public
transportation in Sun City
because its community has
about 12,000 more residents.

“They are an older, estab-
lished community,” he said.
“People over here are more
likely to drive.”

Fuller also said there
aren't as many commercial
centers close to Sun City
West as there are in Sun
City, which means more Sun
City West residents have to
drive to get to shopping
areas.

Sun City West officials
know there will be a time
when the community will
need some type of public
transportation, Fuller said.

“We are trying to find some
means that are low cost that
presently do not exist," he
said. PORA looked at the
Maine-based Independent
Transportation Network,
which is a taxi-like service,
but decided the plan was too
expensive.

“We need something more
readily available,” he said. “It
is my feeling there is a need
for (a taxi service) here.”

SCAT Executive Director
Tom Profico said the organi-
zation's vans sometimes fill
up, but that varies from day
to day.

SCAT: board President
James Lackey said because
Sun City West'is a younger
community than Sun City,
most of its residents still are
able to drive, and therefore
are less inclined to take pub-
lic transportation.

“We have people here in
Sun City who moved here 15
years before Sun City West
was built,” Lackey said.

In the last six months,
20,132 Sun City residents
relied on SCAT while 5,189
Sun City West residents took
the service at least once a
month. '




STEVE CHERNEK/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Chuck Uliman, a Property Owners and Residents Association director, watches rush-hour
traffic pass through the intersection of R.H. Johnson Boulevard and Spanish Garden Drive.

How fast is too fast?

TRAFFIC DEBATE: PORA
official questions MSCO
policies

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Whether Sun City West has a problem with
speeders depends on who you talk to.
Chuck Ullman, a Sun City West Property

Owners. and Residents Association director as:

well as a Sun City West Posse member, =aid
of the 30,000 residents in.Sun City West, h¢
believes 25 to 30 percent speed due to the
lack of law enforcement in the community.

But Capt. Ron Stoner, commander of the
Maricopa County Sherifl's Office District ill

headquarters in Surprise, begs to differ.

Stoner said studies have shown the aver-
age speed on R.H. Johnson Boulevard is 38
mph, which is only three miles more than the
posted speed limit.

Ullman said he spoke with Stoner about
his concerns, but Stoner said the posse mem-
ber is misinformed.

“His impression is we don't have full-time
patrol there, but he is wrong,” Stoner said.
“There is always at least one officer in Sun
City and one in Sun City West."

Stoner said up to three deputies may be in
either community at a certain time if need be.

In addition to differing on what qualifies as

See MCSO policies, AS
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adequate law enforcement,
Ullman and Stoner may have
different impressions of what
constitutes speeding,.

“Five miles over — no one
in the world will issue a ticket
for that,” Stoner said. “We do
enforce traffic laws, but it is
10l a widespread problem.”

Ullman, though, maintains
there 1s a speeding problem
in Sun City West, and he
believes the posse's hands
are tied.

"Al the present time the
posse is not authorized to
issue citations,” he said. "The
presence of the posse is good
for the community., We are
the eves and ears for the
deputies.”

Ullman said he has done
the cnly thing he can do. that
is. to inform the sheriff's
office he believes there is a
speeding problem in the
community.

[ get upset when I see res-
idents who are not concerned
about our community,” he
said.

Uliman contends Sun City
West residents don't pay
attention to the community’s
lower speed limits because

there are no consequences if

they break the limits.

Stoner, however, said Ull-
man is basically asking that
radar be used daily in the
community, and that's just
not possihle.

"What | am focusing on is
accidents near intersections,”
Stoner said.

And those accidents, he
said. are not caused by resi-
dents speeding. The majority
of accidents in Sun City West
are the result of people

making improper left-hand
turns at busy intersections.
he said.

“We need officers to stay
around intersections rather
than have officers stop driv-
ers for driving five to seven
miles over the speed limit,”
he said. "If we did that it
would drive us crazy.”

A normal traffic stop takes

about seven minutes, he
said.
Still, Ullman insists that

the problem — according to
what he's seen in his per-
sonal observations and as a
posse member — is big
enough that something needs
to be done.

“They just whiz through
here in a 35 mph zone,” he
said. "What happens is [ try
to obey the speed limit as
close as | can, but in the
morning people fly by you.”

Stoner said sheriff's depu-
ties will take action if they
are convinced there is a
problem.

“Just show me a problem
and | will have an officer
there,” he said. But 99 per-
cent of his officers, he said,
only issue tickets for drivers
who are going 10 mph or
more over the speed limit.

“Fifteen over will definitely
receive a ticket,” he said. "We
need to accommodate
speedometer error.”

Ullman said accommodat-
ing for speedometer error is
just one factor.

“People are impatient,” he
said. “If everybody speeds,
you have a tendency to keep
up with traffic.”

Michael Maresh can be
reached a t
mmaresh@aztrib.com or at
623-876-2513.

SPEED
LIMIT

for §

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS SU,
Bob Anderson, a radar officer with the Sun City West Posse,
checks the speeds of cars traveling on Woodside Drive. Mem-
bers of the posse can not write speeding tickets.
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By Mike Russo
Independent Newspapers

Del Webb Corp. moved
another step closer to increasing
its presence in the northwest
Valley when it received
approval last week for a new
housing development adjacent
to Sun City West.

The  Maricopa
Planning and
Commission

County
Zoning
unanimously

SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT  OCT, 10- 16 2001

‘Commission approves Webb development
Williams Drive limited to use only in emergency situations

approved Webb’s proposal. to
build 1,850 single-family homes
on 717.5 acre on the former
Bodine Orchards property,
northwest of Sun City West.
The community will be gated
and age-restricted. Amenities
will include an 18-hole champi-
onship golf course, driving
range, practice facility, a fitness
center, community center and

City West, about 2.5 homes per
acre.

Upon completion, an estimat-
ed 3,515 residents will call
Pleasant Valley Country Club
home.

The  development was
approved by the commission
with the stipulation that
Williams Drive be used only for
emergency access. The Property

such a stipulation.

Currently, Williams Drive
ends at a wall separating Sun
City West and the parcel of land
to be developed.

“That is exactly what we
wanted to happen,” said Randy
Fuller, PORA president.

Mr. Fuller said he was con-
cerned when “staff attempted to
put in a stipulation that if

‘restaurant.

Density will be similar to Sun

opment through the use of a
remote control device that
would open the Williams
Avenue gate. ,

A minor sticking point
remains, but that will not jeop-
ardize the project, Mr. Fuller
noted.

PORA is hoping Webb can
reach agreement with 32 affect-
ed homeowners so the construc-
tion of a second wall, around
Pleasant Valley Country Club,
can be avoided.

The Sun City West homeown-
ers own the wall and nine inches

Owners
Association had been seeking

and Residents

of dirt on the other side of the
wall separating their properties
and the proposed subdivision.

Unless Del Webb can reach
an agreement with the home-
owners, Webb will likely con-
struct a second set of walls to
separate the new homes from
the walls of the Sun City West
homes.

“We pointed out that we were
very concerned about the possi-
bility of the second wall going
in,” Mr. Fuller said. “We don’t
want to have two walls only 18
inches apart.”

MCDOT, in the future, deter-
mined the road should be open

Mr. Fuller said he has been
informed that Webb has made a
new proposal to the homeown-
ers.

“Webb has offered $500 per
owner plus release from liabili-
ty, as well as release from main-
tenance on the other side of the
wall,” Mr. Fuller said. “We hope
the homeowners will agree.”

The development will try to
clear its final hurdle when it
goes before the Maricopa
County Board of Supervisors in
November.

If~ the project receives
approval at that time, Webb
expects to break ground at the
beginning of 2002, according to
Mr. Waldron.

“The current schedule reflects
we would start sales in the fall of
next year,” he said. First resi-
dents would move in early in
2003.

to full access, that would hap-
pen.”

He was relieved when that
staff effort failed. '

Del Webb was amenable to
the Williams Avenue stipulation,
according to John Waldron, Del
Webb's regional director of pub-
lic affairs.

Emergency vehicles would be
able to gain access to the devel-

See HWEBB, Page 3
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Repairs back on track

VIEEKER
BOULEVARD: ACC
orders work on
Sun City West
intersection

BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Railroad safety officials at
the Arizona Corporation
Commission have ordered
crossing repairs at the
Meeker Boulevard-BNSF rail
intersection in Sun City West.

The order came after Sun
City West resident Dick Gray
complained to the commis-
sion that parts of the cross-
ing had loose beams and
spikes, jagged bolts and other
hazards.

“Personal safety is now
involved in addition to

potential property damage” to
vehicle suspensions and
stegring, he said.

Corporation Commission
staffers inspected the cross-
ing and issued an order
March 27, requiring the Burl-
ington Northern and Santa Fe
Railway “to make temporary
repairs within five days...”

“Permanent repairs shall
be completed within 90 days
from the date of notification,”
the order stated.

It is unclear whether the
railroad has made the tempo-
rary repairs. Despite a week's
worth of telephone messages
left with BNSF officials, no
one at the railroad returned
calls asking for an update.

Permanent repairs for the
crossing had been scheduled
for early this year by both the
railroad and the Maricopa
County .Department of

Transportation, but those
plans were scrubbed two
manths ago after several
community groups in Sun
City West objected that the

work would close the crossing

for three weeks.

That would potentially
slow traffic to the emergency
facilities at Del E. Webb
Memorial Hospital, and pre-
vent fire trucks and ambu-
lances from easy access to
and from the Surprise fire
station a few blocks across
Grand Avenue from the hos-
pital, those leaders argued.

MCDOT officials said the .

cost to keep a lane open
through the work area®was
too high to be handled as a
repair, and pulled the project,
saying they would add the
work to the county’s five-year
Transportation Improvement
Plan.

That left the railroad
unable to do its part of the
work, so it's unclear how
much the Corporation Com-
mission could order. done
now.

The Arizona Administrative
Code states, “Whenever a
highway intersects a railroad
track at common grade, the
appropriate highway author-
ity shall maintain and keep
in repair the roadway
approaches to within two feet
of the outside of the rail, and
the railroad shall maintain
the planking or other materi-
als between the rails and for
two feet on the outside of the
crossing.”

The code also states the
railroad and the roadway
owner shall coordinate their
work, but it doesn't specify
how that happens, or what
happens if one of the two
doesn't have the money.

TRAFFIC

SCW




vounty
nixes
SCW
crossing
repairs

BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Maricopa County has scrapped
plans to renovate the railroad cross
ing at Meeker Boulevard on (he
boundary between Sun Cily Wesl
and Surprise.

The county may try to put the
project into its five-year roads plan.
effectively delaying il for years.

Meeting with local officials
Wednesday morning, members ol a
delegation from the county’s Depart-
ment of Transportation said salety
concerns were behind ils move.

“We have heard your concerns.”
said Gary Lasham, highway-
operations engineer for MCDOT.

Sun City West officials were wor-
ried the planned three-week closure
of the crossing in April could delay
emergency vehicles on the way to
Sun Health's Del E. Webb Memorial
Hospital, potentially resulling in
[atalities that might have been
prevented.

The Surprise Fire Department
station on Reems Road, across the
tracks in Surprise, is the closest
responder to the hospital.

And Surprise and Sun Cily Wesl
firefighters, paramedics and ambu-
lances often traverse the crossing
daily since a mutual-aid pact allows
for dispatch of the nearesl unit,
regardless of town lines.

The project will have to be con-
sidered anew, Lasham’said, as parl
of the county’s five-year Transporta-
tion Improvement Program.

That means it could be as long as
six years before the renovations are
again on track, he said.

The costs of maintaining traflic -

through the crossing while repairs
are made — -as some emergency
providers had - recommended —
“pushed the project financing into
an elevated category,” said Roberta
Crowe, a MCDOT spokeswoman. “It
can't be done (that way) {rom rou-
tine maintenance funds.”

But the work halt at Meeker Bou-
levard won't alter plans for improve-
ments at 107th Avenue in Sun City,
and on Loop 303 near Olive Avenue,
MCDOT officials said this morning,

However, the other Sun City West
project, at R.H. Johnson Boulevard
at the tracks, also has been
scrubbed.

The halt to the work came as a

surprise and disappointment both
to the Sun City West Property Own-
ers and Residents Association and
to officials at Del E. Webb Memorial
Hospital.

“We hoped we would be able to
work out some way to keep the road

FHTRRAN el N
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open for emergency traffic
while getting the work done,”
said Fred Berkenkamp, who
heads PORA's transportation
committee.

Rob Tuchman, the engi-
neering chief at Sun Health
hospitals, also was dismayed.

The project halt means
efforts to improve left-turn
lanes from Meeker Boulevard
onto eastbound Grand Ave-
nue won't take place, he was
told.

“We'll keep working on
that with you,” Tuchman told
the MCDOT officials.

Traffic often backs up into
through lanes on Meeker
Boulevard because there is
only one left-turn lane for it.
With a $40-million hospital
addition under way, the situ-
ation will only get worse,
Tuchman said.

PORA also had sent along
professional  engineer Sam
Levy of Sun City West, who
spent much of his career
working on crossings as a
consultant for railroads and
at the Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
road in Chicago.

Levy had devised a plan
that might allow emergency
use of the crossing while it
was under repair. But

MCDOT officials said that if
traffic were rerouted to one
side of the roadway, “the
gates would be in the wrong
place and accidents could
occur.

It would require a {lagman
from the railroad plus two
deputy sheriffs — three peo-
ple working simultaneously in
shifts 24 hours a day for the
three weeks — to properly
enforce the ‘emergency use
only' crossing, they said.

The cost would be
prohibitive.

MCDOT, at the urging of
Maricopa County Supervisor
Jan Brewer. had agreed to
work with the railroad in what
the county called “a moment
of opportunity” to get the
work done while the railroad
had other work it wanted to
do.

But with the higher-cost
project not in the five-year
plan, funds couldn't legally be
spent on what became a capi-
tal improvement and not a
repair, officials said.

Also attending the session
at the MCDOT building on
Bell Road in Surprise were
Surprise Fire Capt. Wade
Rodgers, Sun City West Fire
Marshal Jim Heger, and Gil
Pantea, representing the
Sheriff's Posse of Sun City
West. Two other MCDOT offi-
cials also were on hand.
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SCW residents
seek taxi service

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Two women in Sun City
Wesl are attempting to rally
their neighbors in an effort to
bring a taxi-like service to
their retirement community.

The service would be simi-
lar to the Independent Trans-
portation Network. based in
Portland, Maine, which is
similar to a taxi-cab service.

The funding to the taxi-
cab service would initially
come from the county, which
is similar to how the Port-
land. Maine, program is sub-
sidized. The cost of rides
would depend on the labor
market of the community,
but in Maine an average one-
way trip costs $6 to $7.

For two years, Sun City
West resident Irma Gawboy,
the driving force behind the
plan, has been looking at
ways to provide better trans-
portation for Sun City West

{P‘inn:acle‘ Peak Road
|Alignment_ =< = =~
| e ;

proposed Taxi
'WService in Sun
CHyWest o e i
residents.

During a Maricopa Asso-
ciation of Governments
senior-mobility hearing in
Sun City West in May, MAG
human-services planner
Suzanne Quigley mentioned
the Maine transportation
program.

Gawboy was intrigued
and followed up on the pro-
gram in the following
months.

See Community taxi, AS
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A service like this is need-
ed. she said. because the Sun
Cities Area Transit service
does not [it the needs of
many residents. The taxi pro-
gram would work, she said.

“It fits every type of (trans-
portation) this community
needs,” she said. "It would be
a more eflicient way.”

If Sun City West was to
implement an [TN program,
the community would have
control over it.

Sun City West resident
Colleen Montgomery, 80, said
the intriguing part of the ITN
plan is the pre-payment

aspect so there is no need for
riders to have correct change.

“Most people my age don't
have change,” she said, add-
ing that she seldom carries
money.

For the taxi service to suc-
ceed, Gawboy said, it must be
locally based so residents will
feel invested in it and will
work to support it.

“It's up to us to show we
need a system like that,” she
said. “Not enough people
know about it. We need to
spread the word.” '

SCAT, while a good mode
of transportation for many., is
not a viable transportation
for some Sun City West

vans. but it doesn't hit the cars, and

SCW

residents, Gawboy said. And
because more and more eld-
erly people are turning in
their car keys, there needs to
be an alternative,

Montgomery said she and
many others would be willing
to pay more for the added
benefits, the most important
of which would be no waiting.

“It will be specialized to fit
our needs,” she said.

Sun City West Property
Owners and Residents Asso-
ciation officials had discussed
the idea, but Gawboy said
their idea was to add more
vans, which is something she
would like to avoid.

“We could have a bunch of

eventually

issue,” she said.

Buses and vans, she said.
are hard on seniors because
of the steps needed to board
the vehicles as well as the
bumpy rides.

“We don't want a van-lype

situation. We are not going to -

call SCAT for that,” she said.
“Let us be subsidized. A lot of
people aren’t handicapped,
and they need this service.”

And what better place for a
service like this to be started
than Sun City West because
of the lack of major intersec-
tions, Gawboy said.

Her hope is for the service
to start off slow with a few

expanding.

“Why not just do more
grassroots?” she said. “We
are talking small so (the
county) can budget it. We
need to convince the county.”

Gawboy said if 25 to 50
women can get angry enough
to lobby for it, the program
may be possible.

“We need the interest and
passion for it," she said.
“Let’s get this started here.”

Gawboy is looking for Sun
City West residents who want
this type of taxi service. Inter-
ested individuals may senc
mail to her at 13618 W. Ante
lope Dr., Sun City West
85375.
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MCDOT closes
gap in SCW

BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-sSUN

At long last, a troublesome gap
in the west wall of Sun City West
may [inally be closed.

The Maricopa County Depart-
ment of Transportation on Thurs-
day issued a permit allowing Del
Webb Corp. to install a locked
gate at the point where Via Mon-
toya and Sonora Lane intersect.

The gate will block access to
the desert beyond and prohibit
trucks from using the dirt road
there as a short cut from 163rd
Avenue to Sun City West.

Webb officials said work would
start next week and would
 include a wall from the existing
walls to the gate.

lllegal through traffic, and
related joy riding and illegal
desert dumping, had long been
the bane of homeowners in the
area, since it put heavy traffic on
two lightly travelled residential
streets.

Residents, and particularly
those in the Sonoran Homeown-
ers Association, the largest in
Sun City West, continually had
sought relief.

Association president Kevin
Foley could not be reached for

comment this morning,

The gap in the wall exists
because the area in the desert
beyond is landlocked and without
other access, and the use of the
former alignment of Deer Valley
Road is required to remain
available. '

Webb moved Deer Valley Road
and renamed it Deer Valley Drive
when it built the expansion area.
In announcing the permit for the
gate, Maricopa County Supervi-
sor Jan Brewer said that “while
we must honor our legal respon-
sibilities (to the desert landowner)
we (also) must find a solution to
the problem of illegal dumping
and illegal trespassing” that the
opening has caused.

Officials of MCDOT, Del Webb
Corp. and emergency service pro-
viders will have keys to the gate,
Brewer said.

Because of the need for access,
Webb has been unable to build
on the two lots at the intersec-
tion. If other access later is pro-
vided, the developer intends to
put homes on the lots.

Last fall, the transportation
department posted “No Trucks”
signs on the dirt road, and also
tried to block access with posts,
but to little avail.




SCW

VF

TRAFFIC

Daily News-Sun  Thursday, July 20, 2000

_rnm'usen

' Alternative
| 2000 Plan

Original 1985
Plan

SRR

Alternative
2000 Plan

Carefree Highway
.. Dove Valley Road

_ Lone Mountain Road
Dixileta Drive
_\\.Jomax Road
\\ Happy Valley Road

Pinnacle Peak Road

-] Deer Valley Road

Beardsley Road

Union Hills Drive

CHARLES WADE/DAILY NEWS-SUN

Out of loop?

CONCERNS GROW:
West Valley leaders

air objections over
303 plan

BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

West Valley mayors, fearful
that Phoenix would lprefer to see
unbuilt portions of Loop 303
moved from their long-planned
corridor, are taking their unease
to the governor, legislators and
anybody else who will listen.

In a strongly worded Iletter
sent to Gov. Jane Dee Hull and
dozens of other elected officials,
the 12 West Valley mayors said
that the route for Loop 303 was
decided in a 1985 election and
that “a firm promise was made to
voters™ at that time.

“Any alteration of the approved
alignment is a violation of our
agreement with Maricopa County
residents,” the mayors say.

But they provide a carrot for
Phoenix, too.

“We recognize the exceptional
growth the Northwest Valley has
seen and we understand the
desire for additional corridors in
western Maricopa County,” the
letter says.

“We would be supportive of
supplementary segments, but
strongly oppose any change to
the voter-approved corridor, such
as the New River alignment.”

That plan is what Phoenix now
is touting, explained Glendale
Mayor Elaine Scruggs. It would
shift Loop 303 off the original
Dixileta Road alignment, and
take it north to Carefree Highway

See Loop plan, RS
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roughly along 99th Avenue, then
angle it to the northeast along
New River Road to connect with
Interstate 17 near Anthem, a
large Del Webb Corp. community.

That would leave north Peoria
and north Glendale without a
limited access east-west roadway
on their northern borders.

The letter from the 12 mayors
is an indication that West Valley
communities are working
together to counter the clout in
area affairs often held by East
Valley cities, said. Dave Reuter,

spokesman for the city of -

Surprise.

“Mayor (Joan) Shafer has said
that this cooperation will be
increasingly important,” Reuter
said. Shafer was out of town and
could not be reached.

Scruggs said Phoenix “is inter-
ested in helping - development
along that I-17 north corridor, at
Anthem and at other projects
proposed there,” such as the new
USAA Insurance office complex.

To that end, she said, a coali-
tion of developers, landowners
and others active in the area has
formed a new group, the North
Valley Partnership, which
Scruggs said is beginning to act
like an official or quas%—oﬂ‘lcial
agency, suggesting other routes

and seeking different transporta-
tion alternatives.

“They're publishing a newslet-
ter with an offshoot called North
Valley Forum and talking about
taking a vote on the alignments,”
Scruggs said.

“But we think the vote has
already been taken.”

Jim Bourey, executive director
of MAG, said his group is study-
ing alternate routes for the com-
pletion of Loop 303.

“That’s our job under federal
and state law as the official plan-
ning agency,” he said, “and that's
what we are doing.”

Some results from that study
are expected late this year,
Bourey said. ‘

But it's unclear if the county
needs to follow that recommenda-
tion, though not doing so could
jeopardiuze federal funding.

Loop 303 was taken off the
state’s freeway plan by then-Gov.
Fife Symington when funds to
build it fell far short. Work has
been done under county auspic-
es, but Bourey said the legal
steps needed to make the loop a
county road have not occurred.

Loop 303 has been completed
from near Interstate 10 to Grand
Avenue; the link from Grand to
Lake Pleasant Road in Peoria is
out for bid, with construction to
start this year and be completed

by 2002.

Then the road will be con-
nected with 1I-17, but where that
connect will be made is what's
now troubling the mayors of Peo-
ria, Glendale, Avondale, Buckeye,
El Mirage, Gila Bend, Goodyear,
Litchfield Park, Surprise, Tolle-
son, Wickenburg and Youngtown,
all of whose mayors signed the
letters.

Chuck Williams, the commu-
nity and government relations
manager at the Maricopa County
Department of Transportation,
said that while the route was
decided in 1985, no right of way
was purchased.

“All we had was a preliminary
alignment.”

In the intervening 15 years, he
said, there have been a lot of
changes in that part of the Val-
ley, and MAG, whase responsibil-
ity is to coordinate transportation
planning in the Valley, now is
looking at alternate routes.

One would be along the Lone
Mountain Road alignment,
another would use the Carefree

Highway (State Route 74) right of .

way, with yet another going along
New River Road to I-17.

But, Williams said, a meeting
of West Valley mayors six weeks
ago decided “they didn’t like the
fact that MAG was making that
analysis.” The mayors wanted to

be sure the original plans were
followed, he said.

Williams said there has been
considerable development along
the area where the road originally
was planned, suggesting that
acquisition costs might now be
too high, and that neighbors
might not appreciate the con-
struction noise and later heavy
traffic.

The exact route of Loop 303
after it reaches Lake Pleasant
Road is of little concern to resi-
dents in Sun City West, said Phil
Garner, president of the Sun City
West Property Owners and Resi-
dents Association. :

“As long as we can get easily to
the Arrowhead Towne Center
mall area without needing Bell
Road, that's a plus,” he said.

" Peoria Mayor John Keegan
said he thought the MAG study
was under way because develop-
ers and landowners north of the
original proposed route think
their properties would be worth
more if the road were nearer to
their projects. '

A spokeswoman for the gover-
nor was unable to find the letter
in the governor's office and didn’t
know how Hull would react to it.

A copy sent to Maricopa
County Supervisor Jan Brewer
hasn't been -seen by Brewer
either. An aide said the supervi-
sor has been out of town.
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Super objections

SUN CITIANS IRKED:
Loop looms bigger than
residents expected

BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Several hundred residents of Sun City
Grand and Sun City West showed up
Wednesday afternoon for an updaie on
construction plans for Loop 303 and its
planned bridge over Grand Avenue.

Many of them didn't like what they
heard.

“When I bought, I was not told, not
told at all, that they were going to put a
superhighway in there,” said Bill Waters,
who lives in Sun City Grand, a few
blocks from Loop 303. “And I never
would have bought my house if they had
told me."

“Me either.” said David Goodwin, a

retired electrician from Chicago who said

he lives about two blocks from the loop.
“We knew there was a road there, but

it was light traffic on it. Now it's much

= SUBMITTED DRAWING
Plans for a Grand Avenue bridge and two overpasses — at Clearview and Mountain
View boulevards in Surprise — concern nearby residents.
worse, with trucks making a lot of noise
at night,” Goodwin said, inviting officials
of the county transportation department
and people from Del Webb Corp. to

SCW

spend an hour, or the night, at his
home.

Waters and Goodwin were two among
many who argued they never were told
how big the loop would become and how

much truck traffic it would
accommodate.

Current plans call for bid opemngs
July 12 for construction of the $11 mil

lion Grand Avenue bridge and two over-

passes — at Clearview and Mountain
View boulevards in Surprise — that
See Plans for, A5
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would carry traffic to the upcom-
ing west portion of Sun City
Grand.

The roadway between those
two overpasses would be
depressed 7 feet below the
ground in an effort to quiet noise.
It would remain two lanes.

After the road passes the
Mountain View overpass heading
north, it would widen to four
lanes on the approach to the
Grand Avenue bridge.

It also will remain four lanes

past Sun City West, to the
planned intersection with a
future El Mirage Road.
* In Surprise, rather than curve
to the east as it does now to join
Grand Avenue, the loop would
continue straight north toward
its bridged crossing of Grand and
the railroad.

The existing' Loop 303 pave-
ment will become the exit ramp
from the loop and will stay about
where it is to connect to Grand
Avenue where a signal will be
installed.

Construction of the Grand
Avenue overpass, depressed Sur-
prise portions of Loop 303, and
the overpasses there, should
start in September.

Del Webb Corp. is paying the
bulk of the cost for the two over-
passes in Sun City Grand.

When they are completed, traf-
fic will be able to cross to the
planned portions of the commu-
nity but will not have access to
and from the loop.

That access will be solely at
Bell Road or Grand Avenue.

The work, including the Grand
Avenue overpass, should be fin-
ished by late summer 2001,
according to materials distributed
at the meeting.

Loop 303, now a two-lane road
in the midst of an expanding Sun
City Grand, was paved and in use
before the Webb company ever
started construction.

And plans always have called
for it eventually to be widened as
traffic needs increased, MCDOT
officials say.

Handouts distributed Wednes-
day recited the roadway's history

and also included the notation
that since the road was present
before home construction began,
it is the developer's responsibility
to provide for soundproofing, not
the county’s.

In Sun City West, also devel-
oped by Webb, that soundproofing
wall, on a tall embankment,
already is in place.

Sun City Grand residents are
concerned that the road, which
will remain two lanes for now in
their community, would soon
become four and even six lanes,
particularly if it is designated as
the Canamex highway, part of an
interstate system intended to
accommodate truck traffic from
Canada to Mexico.

That route largely already has
been designated from the border
at Nogales north to Canada, but
so far no decision has been made
on the route through or around
Phoenix.

Recommendations will soon be
made by the Maricopa Association
of Governments, with Surprise
officials dead set against the route
running through their
community.

Surprise Mayor Joan Shafer
serves on a commitiee that will
help make the choice, and has
pledged to residents that she'll
fight against Loop 303 becoming
that route.

Max Ratermann, a consultant
on bridge construction, said that
traffic on Grand Avenue (U.S. 60)
would be largely unaffected by
the bridge construction, with
work done from platforms or
scaffolding.

Ratermann, who manned one
of the several explanation points,
said residents seemed concerned
principally about the Canamex
designation, and about truck
noise.

“I'd say they're equally worried
about what the road will become
in the long-term as it's widened,
and the immediate effects in the
next year or so,” he said.
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HAOS: New striping
auses confusion on Sun
ity West street

'GER SCOTT-EIDEN
LY NEWS-SUN

What was supposed to make things simpler
«d safer for golf car and regular vehicle driv-
s along Granite Valley Drive in Sun City West
s created confusion among motorists who
e the neighborhood street.

Officials with the Property Owners and Resi-
nts Association and the Maricopa County
partment of Transportation are working to
-ar things up.

What was once a two-lane road now has a
nter turn lane, a regular through lane in
ch direction and a 7-foot golf car and bicycle
ne on the right in both directions. Parking in
e golf car lanes is prohibited. The idea for the

said.

“That previous project was very successful,
and we were hoping to do the same with that
road (Granite Valley Drive)," said Roberta | 2 0
Crowe, MCDOT spokeswoman. “It's still a

work in progress.”

But with the lack of traffic signs posted
along the road to tell drivers what the lanes
should be used for, chaos has set in.

Jack Lewis, who lives just around the cor-
ner, said he's seen plenty of close calls since
Granite Valley Drive was restriped.

“It's complete total chaos.” Lewis said. “It’s

really dangerous.”

Some people are driving their golf cars in
the right side lanes, but others are treating
them as strictly emergency lanes, Lewis said. \
He said regular vehicles are also crossing into e
the center turn lane to pass golf cars that are

See Street's striping, RS

From R1

reluctant to use the golf car lane.

“Street markings or signs
would help,” Lewis said.

John and Jere Viberg also live
near Granite Valley Drive and
were happy to see the extra lane
painted on the road. The couple
are avid bikers and like the pro-
tection that the extra lane offers
them from regular traffic.

“The lane has eliminated peo-
ple passing on the right,” John
Viberg said. “When we saw it, we
thought ‘gee, what a good idea.™

The Vibergs said road signs or
symbols on the road would make
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ot exactly easy street

road striping came from a previous project on | N
103rd Avenue in Sun City, MCDOT officials
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CHARLES WADE/DAILY NEWS-SUN

it easier for drivers to understand
the extra lane's intended use.

Bob Garrett, transportation
and safety chairman for PORA,
said PORA officials will discuss
ways to spread the word on the
new road striping at a meeting
today.

Crowe said MCDOT is working
to install no parking signs and
two-way left turn signs along
Granite Valley Drive. She said
MCDOT doesn't install golf car
lane signs.

Reporter Ginger Scott-Eiden can
be reached by e-mail at
Ginger.Scott-
Eiden@thomnews.com or by call-
ing 876-2522.

SCw



hile Del Webb was
\ ’\ / building Sun City’s 11
golf courses, area golf

cart sales spiked upward. Of
course, it helped that thousands
of active Sun Citians found
multiple uses for the versatile
vehicles, which in 1960 sold for
about $650.

Today, there’s another golf cart
revolution going on, led by new
Neighborhood Electric Vehicles
(NEV) specifications, Federal
and Arizona tax breaks, and
communities like Sun City
Grand.

While Sun City
Grand allows only
electrical carts on its
three golf courses,
many area residents
don’t need a push.

Dick Marvin has
“driven electric” since
he moved to Sun City
West in 1979, includ-
ing a showpiece Model
T body he mounted on
a cart frame in the
early 1980s. He and
wife Doris log about
1,000 miles a year, and
recently bought a new
Western golf car.

“Electric is quiet,
doesn’t smell and does-

n’t pollute. And I'm mpdel,

by Dick Kemp

taking advantage of federal and
Arizona tax breaks,” says Dick.

Joe and Marion Miller of Sun
City West have driven about
1,400 miles in the nine months
since they bought a new “look”
Global Electric MotorCar
(GEM).

“We use it to shop and visit
friends. Our grandchildren love
to drive it,” says Joe. “It corners
like a sports car. And we’ll take
both tax breaks.”

$10,000 tax deduction

To qualify for Arizona’s
$10,000 tax deduction, which

LONG AN ADVOCATE of electric golf ar
" Marvin, a resident of Grandview Terrace in S
West, expects to log 1,000 mlles a year on his new

Electric Or Gas,
Today’s Edition

Is Not

‘Your Grandpa’s
Golf Car?t’

SUN LIFE

can be spread over five years, a
new cart must produce zero
€missions.

Further NEV requirements
include the power to travel at
least 20 miles per hour (25 mph
max), plus safety glass wind-
shield, seatbelts, a horn, head-
light and taillights.

Gas-powered carts have been
the standard for years, locally
and nationally. Today, a major
Sun Cities dealer says that prior
to NEV requirements and tax
breaks, 90 percent of his sales
were gas models. Today, it’s
about 50-50.

Another dealer han-
dling a relatively new
electric model, but
also two gas lines,
says 60 percent of his
total sales are electric-
powered and moving
higher.

The same NEV
rules are required for
a one-time federal tax
deduction of 10 per-
cent of a cart’s pur-
chase price.

Golf cart price range

With new govern-
ment standards, and
available upgrades,
prices on golf carts in

0

April 2000
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HAPPY WITH THEIR “new
look” in electric cars, Joe and
Marion Miller of Sun City West
drove 1,400 miles in only nine —--

months.

the Sun Crties area todan ranug

from about $4.000 1o $19.000

Operat HE COST estimates L
FON ONe 1y ; STT O
PAHCIOTOUN cents per mile

with the electric model vetting
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HO CULISCLISUS CSUIC dllle

three Sun Cities dealers we
talked 1o
And while no statistics are

hle thes 109
1 ove 3
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trom 40 to 50 percent of Sun
Cities households own a

cdrt

0lt
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Golf cart stories abound

Purchase and operating costs

aside. Sun Life readers w 1l con-

beneath the water.

Since then, golf cart anecdotes
could fill a book.

Once a customer took delivery
on a new model with so many
“bells and whistles™ that he drove
the cart back to the dealer and
confessed he was afraid to touch
many of the shiny buttons.

“What's that one?” he pointed,
and asked. “The horn,” replied
his salesman.

Another story involves a cart
used to move decorative rocks
around a yard. Stacked on the
passenger’s side, a “small boul-
der” rolled onto the gas pedal,
depressing it to the floorboard.

Before the startled driver could
dislodge the rock, the cart burst
through a garage wall and came
to rest in a laundry room.

A

tinue to buy carts for golf. for

fun and for manv other reasons

And golf cart ston will

! 1es con-

tnue to crrculate

Early in Sun Citv's history. the

story was legend about the golfer

New uses will be found
New uses will continue to be
found for locally sold carts, one
of which now tows gliders at the
airfield near Lake Pleasant.
Sometimes it’s a lot more fun
and convenient to hop in a golf

cart. Even though he has two cars

in his garage, Ken Gablin of Sun
City enjoys logging about 2,500
miles a year commuting to his
rec center and nearest stores in
his year-old GEM.

Those driving an older model
and thinking “upgrade,” and the
many who still visualize a golf
cart as transportation stripped to
the bone, will be amazed at
what’s available.

On one local electric model,
built for two or four passengers,
the following equipment is
standard:

Front-wheel drive, four-wheel
hydraulic brakes, safety glass
windshield with wiper, three-
point anchored seat belts, head-

who hurriedly parked on a hill-
side and quickly grabbed his
putter 1o join his buddies. only 1

'

turn and

watch in
cart and clubs rolled into 4

ey o [l " I . i
downhill lake and disappeare

lights, brake lights and back-up
alarm. turn signals and adjust-
able rear view mirror

Average mileage for a six-
eight hour charge 1s 20-25 miles
For the electric model cited
above. average is 40 miles per

charge. And an eight-minute

charger 1s available

Maybe largest cart parade?

A Guiness Book record for the
largest decorated golt cart parade
ever staged may be set in Sun
City on Apnl |, about the ume
vou receive this issue

[f for no other reason. a
review of this parade line would
provide proof that, like Sun City,
golf carts in 40 years have come

a long way



_ SUN CITIES INDEFENUEIN |

JANUARNY | /-£29, £UUU

RR crossing upgrades _delayed

Work was scheduled to start this week

By DAVID S. GOODMAN
Independent Newspapers

Plans for road improvements at
four northwest Valley railroad cross-
ings, scheduled to begin Jan. 15,
were abruptly put on hold late last
week. )
~ Improvement to the 107th and
Grand avenues railroad crossing
was to have been a joint project of
the Arizona Department of
Transportation, Maricopa County
Department of Transportation and
the Burlington Northern Santa Fe

Railway. The other three crossings
were to be upgraded entirely l;y
MCDOT.
‘ The first closure was scheduled
for Jan. 8 at Grand and 107th
avenues, in Sun City. Future clo-
sures were to include the intersec-
tions of Meeker Boulevard and
Grand  Avenue, R.H. Johnson
Boulevard and Grand Avenue and
Loop 303 and Olive Avenue.
Construction at all four sites
involves making roadways flush
with the railroad track.

According to MCDOT,

Burlington Northern Santa Fe
requested the work be postponed
indefinitely until new concerns
could be addressed.

All four closures were initiated
by BNSF to make repairs to the rail-
road, MCDOT then joined the proj-
ect to address the uneven appruacl‘l-
es to the tracks.

“We are in the process of setting
up meetings with BNSF Railroad
officials to iron out any new con-
cerns so that the project can contin-

See @ CROSSINGS, Page 5

4800 v

ue to move forward.” said MCDX T
Project Manager Bill Girimes.

One primary concern came from
Del Webb  Memorial - Hospital.
Closure of Mecker Boulevard was
scheduled for Feb. 26 through
March 18. Mecker provides easy
access o Del Webb for emergency
vehicles and construction Crews
working on expansion of the hospi-
tal.

“J¢ would close off our easiest
access for everybody on the other
side of Grand Avenue.” said Rob
Tuckman, vice president of corpo-
rate engineering for Sun Health.

“I need to spend more time think-
ing through an alternate plan, but
my first reaction is | would be com-
pletely opposed 1o closing that
down as a matter of safety and get-
ting people to and from the hospi-
tal,” Mr. Tuckman said.

One alternative he offered would
be to keep one lanc open or have a
crossing for emergency vehicles.
but no plans have been finalized.

“] offered to sit down with them
and they scemed receptive so we'll
put our heads together and sec what
kind of plan we can come up with.”
Mr. Tuckman said.

The Surprise Fire Department
also saw the Meeker closure as a
problem.

“[f would delay us (in getling
emergency vehicles 10 the hospi-
tal),” said Surprise Fire Chiel John
Walter.

Even though a closure could
cause delays, Chief Walter said
repairs are necessary-

“I{ beats our trucks to death when
we go over that intersection and the
one at Greenway.”” he said.

A closure at Loop 303 and Olive
Avenue would require closing the
freeway for three weeks. Railroad
tracks at (his intersection Cross
Loop 303 and arc deteriorating

from heavy traffic.

With more construction that was
planned at R.H. Johnson, Property
Owners and Residents Association
of Sun City West has become
involved in the process.

“There's a lot of pre-planning
and communication that’s going 10
need to be done.” said Fred
Berkenkamp. director of roads. traf-
fic and traffic safety. “We feel that
our key role is to anticipate adverse
consequences.”

No traffic would have been
affected traveling on Grand. The
closures would occur on the roads
crossing Grand and would last for
approximately three weeks at each
location.

When construction begins addi-
tional work was scheduled for the
Grand and-107th intersection.

“MCDOT is partnering with
Arizona Department of
Transportation  and will  be
installing 150 feet of new sidewalk
and ADA ramps over the railroad
iracks and on the northwesl and
southwest corers of the Grand
Avenue and 107th Avenue intersec-
tion to help improve the safety of
pedestrians,” said Maricopa County
District 4 Supervisor Jan Brewer,
who serves the Sun Citics.

Although construction may cause
confusion and frustration for driv-
ers. Sun City is looking forward 1o
a smoother crossing

“They're terrible and 107th is
real bad.” said Ed McCrea, presi-
dent of the Sun City Home Owners
Association.

However, like other intersec-
tions. there was concern about the

closure. Along with impacting traf-
fic it could delay response time for
the Sun City Fire District. especial-
ly emergency vehicles trying to
reach Boswell Memorial Hospital.

“What is of a main concern is that
it will affect some responses for
medical calls hecause that's taking
away one of the arteries that go into
the (Boswell) hospital.” said
Assistant Fire Chief Steve Morrow.

Closing 107th Avenue will force
additional traffic on to 103rd and
11 1th avenues.

Assistant Chief Morrow said it
could cause a small delay but it
would not impact immediate service
delivery for medical or fire.

“If you can take an alternative

route at a different time of the day
you can probably get through there
a lot better.”” Mr. Morrow said.
Announcement of the delay in the
project disappointed Mr. McCrea
and Gerry Unger, chairman of
HOA's Transportation Commitiee.
“We have been waiting a long
time for this and to have it get so
close and have it postponed is dis-
appointing,” Mr. Unger said. He

was worked for years to have a side-
:

walk installed to cross the railroad
tracks along Grand Avenue.
Detours are no longer in the
immediate future for the northwest
Valley but residents can expect
those closures to happen once all
concerns have been addressed.

Photo by DAVID GOODMAN/Independent Newspapers
ulevard and Grand Avenue in Sun City

The railroad crossing at Meeker Bo

West was one of four scheduled for improvements.
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Loop 101 link hits roadblock

SCW voters give thumbs down to Deer Valley connection

By BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

By a tally of more than 3-1, resi-
dents of Sun City West have asked
that Deer Valley Drive not be con-
nected to intended Loop 303.

In voting on Friday, and early bal-
loting Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, residents overwhelmingly
rejected the idea of the connection,
4,933 to 1,609.

“The people have spoken clearly
and loudly. and we will respect their
wishes,” said District 4 County Super-
visor Jan Brewer, who arranged for
the vote to gauge feeling on the
planned connection.

“There will be no connection,”
Brewer said late Friday. “I promised
to respect the wishes of the communi-
ty, and we will do that.”

With 6.542 votes cast, the number
voting in this election was more than
double those who voted in the last
election for governing board directors

of the Sun City West Recreation
Centers.

So many people turned out to vote
Friday that Recreation Centers staff-
ers twice were sent to the copying
machines to grind out more ballots,
said Dee Hjermstad, the board mem-
ber who heads the Public Relations
Committee and supervised the
process.

For a time, with no ballots avail-
able and long lines, voters were
allowed to use blank pieces of paper,
writing “ves” or “no” on them. Those
votes were counted along with the
tally on official ballots.

It took the Rec Board members and
a few volunteers about two hours to
complete the count, first separating
the mountain of ballots into piles of
Yes and No, then double counting
each stack and tallying the results.

Green sheets of paper with the final
totals were available about 4 p.m.,
two hours after the polls in the R.H.

Johnson Social Hall closed at 2 p.m.

Those sheets were posted at sev-
eral points in the community to make
residents aware of the outcome.

Doris Rettger was the last to vote,
dropping her ballot into the big
wooden box about a minute before it
was taken away for counting. “I got
the very last ballot they had,” she
said.

Although recreation cards were
technically required to vote, at the
end, with about 100 people still in
line, elections officials simply looked
at the cards and handed out ballots,
not checking against the printed list
of card holders.

And some residents turned up long
after polls had closed, thinking the
election hours ran until 6 p.m., a time
that was erroneously reported in a
local weekly publication.

Interest in the balloting was high
See Voters scrap, A5

Steve Chernek/Daily News-Sun

Governing board members of the Recreation Centers of Sun City West sort
ballots on the referendum regarding the future Loop 303/Deer Valley Drive

intercharge Friday.

From A1

even in the early going, with -

more than 500 ballots cast
between 6 and 9 p.m. Wednes-
day when polls were opened in
the Property Owners and Resi-
dents Association office to
allow those who work days to
vote early.

Interest also was piqued by
an insert in a local publication,
from the self-styled “Citizens
for Yes on Loop 303.”

That group, previously
unknown, urged residents to
vote for the connection, saying
“Our property tax dollars paid
for the construction of T.oon

303,” and adding *“I want to
have access...” and “I'm voting
Yes...” as if the flyer were from
a resident entitled to vote.

Carole Hubbs, president of
the centers governing board,
said the flyers had been pre-
pared and distributed by a
man who wants to build on the
land between the Sun City
West wall and Loop 303, anc
who believes his property
would be worth more with the
access, she said as she countec
votes in the governing boarc
conference room.

She also said the matter o
no exit from Loop 303 to ths
Deer Valley Drive area coulc
end up in court if the lack o

access damages the man’s abil
1tv tn nice tha land
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dent of Sun City West, discusses Plan B of the
t of El Mirage Road with Mike Dawson of

Westers like option of
moving El Mirage Road

By BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

While county officials will seriously con-
sider moving El Mirage Road away from the
Sun City West wall before widening it, cost
will play a big part in the ultimate location,
they said Thursday.

About 850 people turned outl over several
hours Thursday afternoon at the West Valley
Art Museum to look at maps, aerial photos
and suggested sites for what in a few years
will be a six-lane El Mirage Road to link Bell

Road with the planned Loop 303 to the north’

and to major housing projects under develop-
ment even farther north. Its planned speed
limit would be 50 mph.

[

Construction likely would start in 2001.

El Mirage Road is eventually planned to
connect with State Route 74 i(the Carefree
Highway) near Lake Pleasant. In the next 20
years, tralfic is expected to increase from the
current 8,000 vehicles a day to a projected
22.000.

A dozen officials from the Maricopa County
Department of Transportation, and its con-
sultanis, explained the alternatives and the
drawbacks and benefits of each

The county’s preferred route, at least now,
15 to widen the existing El Mirage Road. in

part because the county already nwns most of

See Moving El, A5
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the needed right of way, making it the least
costly choice at about $19.9 million.

A new or taller soundproof wall would be
built along the Sun City West boundary, they
said.

But Sun City West residents, fearful of the
increased traffic and noise that a through route
would bring, have asked the county to move the
entire road about 600 feet east, to behind where
the Interfaith Services building and luminaria
warehouse now stand.

That route is the official position of the Prop-
erty Owners and Residents Association, said
PORA president Phil Garner, who spent several
hours at the session.

But, as MCDOT’s Mike Dawson pointed out
to several questioners, much of that land
belongs to the State Land Trust, and cannot be
taken by the county without paying the price
the land trust asks. It is not subject to
condemnation.

Since the Land Trust is required by law to.

maximize the value of its holdings, the choice
wouldn't be cheap, he said.

In addition to the right of way, the moved El
Mirage Road would need a bridge — at Beards-
ley Road — and a large box culvert near where
El Mir..ge curves west to become Deer Valley
Road.

Costs of the alternate route haven’t been cal-
culated, but given the opinions in its favor, offi-
cials now will cost it out.

Another public meeting will be scheduled
early next year, officials said.

Among those listening to the arguments and
checking the drawings was Jean Schwarz, a rel-
ative newcomer to Sun City West.

“We don’t live that close,” she said, “But we

have heard people who live near the wall talk-
ing about all the noise. When they were building
the new Catholic church (at 151st Avenue and
Deer Valley Drive) and the fire station (at 135th
and Deer Valley) they said there were a lot of
noisy trucks.

“It’s hard to know which is the best choice.”

Still, for virtually all the residents who filled
out opinion forms, there was little debate.

With about 750 comment forms turned in,
said Helen Carroll, a MCDOT spokeswoman,

HAPPY:VALLEY &

___________ B

the choice was to relocate the road away from
the wall — by about 30 to one.

“Almost everybody thought that was the best.
Some added comments about leaving the old
pavement in place as a frontage road, and some
people saw the need for a bicycle path,” she said.

Indeed, one couple wrote asking that a bike
path be installed somewhere. “In our opinion,
this is a definite sign of progress and we wish
you all the luck in the world,” that form said.

And, Carroll added, one man whispered to
officials as the session ended that it would be
best to widen the existing road. “Don’t spend too
much money,” he said.

A reporter’s look through the comment forms
found almost all filled out by residents who
listed Sun City West as their address. One said
he lived in, Sun City Grand, three were from
Surprise and another had a Phoenix address.
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County prohibits through
traffic at SCW west wall

By BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

There’s good news this week
for residents on Sonora Lane
and Via Montoya in the far
west reaches of the Sun City
West expansion area.

Two vacant lots that lead
through an opening in the Sun
City West wall along the old
route of Deer Valley Road will
be posted to prohibit through
truck traffic, PORA President
Phil Garner said Tuesday.

Garner said he has been told
by county transportation offi-
cials that signs should be up at
that intersection by Friday.

The county also plans to
install a physical barricade at
the Beardsley Canal, about a
half mile west, to prevent traf-
fic from entering from that
direction along the old Deer
Valley Road alignment, Garner
told members of the Property
Owners and Residents
Association.

Residents of the two quiet

streets, and the area nearby,
had been upset by through traf-
fic using the Deer Valley Road
right-of-way to reach 163rd
Avenue, a journey that
required a trip through the
McMicken drainage channel
and across the Beardsley
Canal, as well as a serious of
tortuous turns under three sets
of power lines. =~ Oy

“That’s wonderful,” said
Dolores Metzger this morning.
Metzger lives on Sonora Lane
just a few houses from the
shortcut.

“The folks across the street
have a granddaughter who vis-
its, and they have to watch her
every minute she’s outside,”
Metzger said. “The trucks bar-
rel through here starting at
5:30 in the morning. They wake
everybody up.”

That through access will be
eliminated, though access to
the land behind the wall from

Sun City West  will

See Desert shortcut, A5

Desert shortcut will be cut off

From A1

be maintained for the time
being.

The 50-foot paved access
strip, and partial pavement
behind the wall, had been left
open to provide a landowner
there with the ability to reach
his property after the county
barricaded Deer Valley Drive
at the Sun City West wall.

But officials have appar-
ently determined that while
they have to provide access to
the land behind the wall, they
don’t have to permit through
traffic.

“It’s about time,” said Mar-
cia Seidner, who lives on a cul
de sac just off Sonora Lane.

Seidner and George

Patterson of the Sonora
Home Owners Association,
were among 50 of so area res-
idents who staged a protest
at the shortcut in early June.
“We've been after them to
stop this for year, so it's
about time,” she repeated.
The original, unpaved Deer
Valley Road runs along the
ditch and walls that divide
the original part of Sun City
West from the expansion
area. It extends roughly from
the new fire station at 135th
Avenue straight west 2.5
miles to the west wall at
155th Avenue (the intersec-
tion of Sonora Lane and Via
Montoya). Developer Del
Webb Corp. relocated Deer
Valley Road, and changed its

name to Deer Valley Drive
within the planned communi-
ty, but one of those two roads
must provide access to the
area west of the wall.

Trucks from a landscaping
service off 163rd Avenue had
raised residents’ ire by their
regular use of the shortcut,
rather than taking a longer
route along Grand Avenue
and R.H. Johnson Boulevard
to job sites in Sun City West.

The land behind the wall
has been proposed for devel-
opment, but is in litigation as
to its access. When the legali-
ties have been resolved, Gar-
ner said, it's likely that the
two vacant lots, the last resi-
dential sites in Sun City
West, will be built on, and the
wall closed off.
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Closing the

DEL WEBB CORP.:
Developer paid for
installation of locked
gate cutting off
access through wall

' to desert from Sun

City West

BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

"It is no longer possible to drive
into the desert through an opening
in the Sun City West wall at Via
Montoya and Sonora Lane.

Workers hired by Del Webb Corp.
have closed the wall and installed a
locked gate, and now are landscap-
ing the area that may eventually
accommodate two new homes.

That will stop truck traffic that
had been using the dirt roads
beyond as a shortcut to 163rd Ave-
nue north of Grand Avenue in Sur-
prise. It also should cut down on
vandalism and illicit dumping in the
area near the Sun City West wall.

But it took more than two years,
numerous meetings and a series of
negotiations, including some court
action, to conclude what at first
sounded like a simple matter.

The hole in the wall allowed
access along the original Deer Valley
Road alignment (prior to the cre-
ation of Deer Valley Drive) from Sun
City West into a parcel of land that
soon will be cut off from  other

| access by the construction of Loop
| 303.

And that was the problem. A
property owner cant be denied
access to his land by fiat. That
makes the land unusable,
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Joe Masciotro, left, Sonoran Homeowners Association treasurer, and President Kevin Foley discuss the
locked gate Foley is leaning on that Del Webb installed to close an opening in the Sun City West wall at Via
Montoya and Sonora Lane that allowed vehicles to drive out into the desert, as workers in the background
landscape lots adjacent to the approach.

But as traffic and dumping prob-
lems worsened and pleas for help
from nearby dwellers increased, all
the parties involved finally worked
out a solution.

Representatives of the landown-
er, Phoenix Metropolitan Investors,
as well as county officials, the Sun
City West Property Owners and
Residents  Association and Del
Webb Corp., which still owns the

two unbuilt lots, agreed the wall
could be finished and a locked gate
installed.

Webb, which still wants to build
homes on the lots once a legal
accord on other access is ready,
agreed to ‘put up the wall and gate
and pay for attractive landscaping
—all of which was done in the last
few days.

Kevin Foley, president of the

180-unit Sonora Homeowners Asso-
ciation in that area, credited county
Supervisor Jan Brewer for working
with the homeowners to get the gate
installed.

For her part. Brewer credited
county staff for putting in long
hours to find a solution, adding, “I
hope things will be better now for
those residents.”




sun City West residents to vote on

REFERENDUM

When: Ballots for Sun City West
residents will be cast from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. Oct. 29 at the R.H. Johnson
Recreation Center social hall, R.H.
Johnson and Meeker boulevards.

Who can vote: Residents must have
current Recreation Centers cards but
do not have to be registered to vote in
Arizona.

Early voting: 9 a.m. to noon Tuesday
and next Wednesday and 6 to 9 p.m.
Oct. 27 at the PORA offices, 13815
Camino del Sol.

Informational meetings: 8:30 a.m.,
10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Monday at the
social hall.

Open house: The Maricopa County
Department of Transportation will
explain plans for the Loop 303 from
the Grand Avenue overpass to Lake
Pleasant Road (99th Avenue) from
8 a.m. to noon Nov. 2 at the social
hall.

Information: (623) 584-4288.

Maricopa County officials will let
Sun City West residents decide on
Oct. 29 whether the Loop 303 Es-
trella Freeway should be connected
at Deer Valley Drive.

Two years ago, residents in the
sprawling retirement community
strongly protested that proposal, and
Supervisor Jan Brewer promised
that the county would not build an
interchange there if they didn’t want
it.

Now that plans for freeway con-
struction near Deer Valley Drive are
progressing, community leaders
want to know whether most Sun
City West residents still object to
the connection.

The Sun City West Property
Owners and Residents Association
and the Sun City West Recreation
Centers will sponsor the Oct. 29 ref-
erendum.

In 1997, there was no election on
the subject, but several residents
voiced their opposition at public
meetings.

“As | promised, without hesita-
tion, Maricopa County will not pro-
vide access to or from Sun City
West via a Loop 303/Deer Valley

Wednesday.

October 20, 1999
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Drive connection unless the resi-
dents request us to,” Brewer said in
a letter to the PORA and Recreation
Centers board presidents. “I gave
you that commitment over two years
ago, and | have not wavered on this

oint.”

PORA President Phil Garner and
Recreation Centers President Carole
Hubbs said they believe residents
should vote on the connection be-
fore the county finishes designing
the freeway and starts construction.

“We wanted to put this to a vote
now so we can really send a mes-
sage to the supervisors,” Garner
said.

Loop 303 now is a 14-mile road-
way between Thomas Road and
Grand Avenue in the far West Val-
ley. On the south, Loop 303 is being
extended from Thomas Road to In-
terstate 10, county transportation
spokeswoman Roberta Crowe said.

On the north, the county’s pro-
posed schedule calls for construc-
tion to start in summer 2001 from

|

TRAFFIC

Agua ,!1 <+— New
Fria N River
= - Jomax Rd. River s |
| g L | /4 N\
‘ = Ao GLENDALE ‘L'z:”’"f'ﬁ" (7 et !
MiRaGe J 3 oo,
- T TR F / 3
_Deer Valley Dr. - L
E :
. suNeTY | '/ Beardsley Rd./
[T ¥ |
X | o I \
. || Bell Rd. Y [\ \ '
A—Greenway Rd. l \_\_‘_; \ %‘.“ i N
2 miles 17303 A 5! -2 N £| 101!
S siT 2 S| S N &
2km = | o | = I e Y
. 5 E| =1 £} e
Peoria Ave. s B | £ =13 i
i =1 = ol 7 PA |

where Loop 303 now ends at Grand
Avenue in Surprise northeasterly to
Lake Pleasant Road in Peoria. Plans
to have freeway access to Sun City
West, west of where Deer Valley
Drive ends, depend on the outcome
of the Sun City West referendum
vote. An overpass is planned at
Grand Avenue, Crowe said.

The Arizona Republic

Eventually, the freeway will be
built from Lake Pleasant Road east
to connect with Interstate 17.

When finished, Loop 303 will
cross Goodyear, Surprise, Glendale,
Peoria and Phoenix, as well as unin-
corporated county areas.

— Lori Bakerl
The Arizona Republic
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Sun City West rejects
Loop 303 interchange

Seeking to preserve their lifestyle,
Sun City West residents on Friday
soundly rejected a proposal to have
access to and from the planned Loop
303 Estrella Freeway from the west
end of Deer Valley Drive.

The vote was

4,933 to 1,609 at

Va“ey - the community
ey referendum elec-
tion. Sun City
West has about

30,000 residents.

The Sun City West Property Owners
and Residents Association and the Sun
City West Recreation Centers spon-
sored the election, which was held at
the urging of Maricopa County Su-
pervisor Jan Brewer. The District 4
lawmaker promised the county would
follow the residents’ wishes.

“We're going to respect the views of
the voters, and that means that there
will be no access from Deer Valley
Drive,” Brewer said after election
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Open house

WHAT: The Maricopa County
Department of Transportation will
discuss plans for Loop 303.

WHEN: & a.m. to noon Tuesday.

WHERE: R.H. Johnson Social
Hall, 19803 R.H. Johnson Blvd.,
Sun City West.

results were announced.

PORA President Phil Garner said he
wasn’t surprised by the vote, adding
that residents were concerned about the
traffic and noise that the project would
bring into their neighborhoods.

Loep 303 now is a 14-mile roadway
between Thomas Road and Grand
Avenue in the far West Valley. On the
north, the county’s proposed schedule
calls for construction to start in
summer 2001 from where Loop 303
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now ends at Grand Avenue in Surprise
northeasterly to Lake Pleasant Road in
Peoria. An overpass is planned at
Grand Avenue, county transportation
spokeswoman Roberta Crowe said.

On the south, Loop 303 is being
extended from Thomas Road to In-
terstate 10. Eventually, the freeway will
be built from Lake Pleasant Road east
to connect with Interstate 17.

When finished, Loop 303 will cross

The Arizona Republic

Goodyear, Surprise, Glendale, Peoria
and Phoenix, as well as unincorporated
county areas.

Construction bidding for the new
8-mile section of roadway between
Reems Road in Surprise and Lake
Pleasant Road in Peoria and a new
overpass at Grand Avenue are sched-
uled for May 2001. Much of the design
work on the project is complete.

— Lori Baker/The Republic
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Out of the Loop

SCW residents veto Deer Valley-Loop 303 access

By TOM BARRY
Independent Newspapers

Fearing intrusive traffic and
noise, Sun City West residents say
they want to stay out of the Loop.

In an unofficial referendum vote
last week, residents said motorists
traveling on Loop 303, also known
as the Estrella Parkway, should be
prevented from gaining access to the
community by way of Deer Valley
Drive at the community’s western
boundary.

The referendum vote was held
Oct. 29, with two days of early vot-
ing held earlier in the week. It was
jointly sponsored by the Property

Owners and Residents Association
and the Recreation Centers of Sun
City West.

Polling at both R.H. Johnson
Social Hall and the PORA office
were marked by long lines and an
overwhelming turnout. In the end,
6,542 voltes were cast, with 1,609 in
favor of access and 4,933 opposed.

There was little doubt as to the
outcome, said PORA President Phil
Garner. “We knew what the out-
come would be by the
overwhelming opposition indicated
by the residents earlier this year in
our membership survey,” he said.

With the question of access going
down to resounding defeat, resi-

dents sent a clear message to the
Maricopa County Department of
Transportation to forestall any such
connection, although the project had
been approved two decades ago and
budgeting arrangement have been
made.

In 1997, the PORA and the Rec
Centers endorsed an agreement with
county Supervisor Jan Brewer, Dist.
4, that would have allowed the inter-
section to be built but to defer its
opening until after its completion
some time in 2002 and a referendum
vote was taken.

But, with Loop 303 construction

See M VETO, Page 10

to bpgin next spring, PORA said the
decision should not be deferred any
longer.

Although the election has no legal
standing, Supervisor Brewer said she
wpuld respect the wishes of her con-
stituents in Sun City West.

However, the fate of the Loop
303-Deer Valley Drive connection

could ullimately rest in the hands of
the Superior Court. Phoenix Metro

- Investors, Inc., the owner of a large

undeveloped parcel of land immedi-
ately adjacent Sun City West, has |
filed suit challenging MCDOTs
decision to defer the connection.

T}_le county has asked to court to dis-
miss the suit.

-~
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Housing fuels fears

By BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Already awash in traffic
concerns stemming from a
housing project next
to Sun City West,

PORA conference room, 13815
Camino del Sol, begins at 9
a.m. The public is welcome to

attend but not participate.
In other news, Garner said
the Continental

PORA directors now
also fear a flood of
cars from a develop-
ment planned three
miles north of their
community.

They will meet
with representatives
of Lakeland Village
on May 25 to learn
more about how
that 9,373-unit,

Homes project has
not yet been resub-
mitted to county
planners, who asked
for some additional
information and
drawings at a Tech-
nical Advisory Com-
mittee meeting six
weeks ago.

After that, the
staff makes its rec-

resort-like housing

project near Jomax

and El Mirage roads north of
Sun City West will affect traf-
fic on El Mirage Road down to
Bell Road.

Lakeland Village, proposed
by developer Gary Torhjelm,
expects to start construction in
June 2000, according to pre-
liminary plans filed with Mari-
copa County officials.

Its primary access will be to
Loop 303, the proposed road
that will run east and west
across its southern boundary
at Jomax Road.

However, Loop 303 won't be
ready before traffic to and
from Lakeland Village needs
access, and that access likely
will come from an upgraded
and widened El Mirage Road,
said Phil Garner, president of
Property Owners and Resi-
dents Association.

“Traffic is PORA’s primary
concern,” Garner said at the
Tuesday PORA board meeting.

The traffic impact on Sun
City West from the proposed
638-acre Continental Homes
development on Deer Valley
Road next to the entrance to
the Sun City West expansion
area “will be far outweighed by
the impact of the 3,126-acre
Lakeland Village develop-
ment,” Garner said.

“We also need to keep in
mind that additional develop-
ments are being planned to the
north and west of Sun City
West,” he warned.

The May 25 session in the

ommendations to the
Planning and Zoning
Commission, which has said it
will conduct public hearings
on the project. It then will for-
ward its recommendations to
county supervisors for final
action.

Key unresolved issues for
PORA are wastewater treat-
ment and housing density,
Garner said.

“PORA’s position on density
remains as previously pub-
lished and submitted to Mari-
copa County,” he said.

“Since it was based on spe-
cific logic, PORA will not arbi-
trarily or blindly change the
number up or down.”

The Sun City West Commu-
nity Coalition has publicly dis-
agreed with PORA’s numbers.
suggesting that about 300
fewer homes than what PORA
might approve would be the
better number.

The coalition began a peti-
tion drive to take to the
county three weeks ago and
has secured more than 8,000
signatures. Other petitions,
from residents in the expan-
sion area, have been sent te
supervisors saying that PORA
does not represent all home-
owners in the area.

That news, in turn, sparked
an irked response in print
from Continental's David
Maguire, the vice president
heading up the Pleasant Val-
ley Ranch project, wondering
why the coalition didn’t let the
developer try to work with it
to resolve the issues.



TRAFFIC

VF

Traffic ahead.

Monday, May 17, 1999 Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz.

Sun City West faces more development

By BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Thirty acres of new homes, a
care center, a convenience
store and a restaurant just
west of Sun City West could
dump significant traffic onto
Deer Valley Drive and 151st
Avenue.

The traffic would come from
west and north of the Sun City
West wall at the west end of
the current Deer Valley Drive.
The site extends from the old
Deer Valley Road alignment,
just north of the wall behind
Vista North Drive, northward
along the wall to the alignment

of the proposed Loop 303. It
abuts Sonora Lane and Desert
Trails Golf Course

That tract is about 540 feet
wide and about a half-mile
long.

Representatives of the devel-
oper, Phoenix Metropolitan
Investors, met late last week
with officials of the Sun City
West Property Owners and
Residents Association to dis-
cuss their plans.

PORA president Phil Garner
said this morning that the
project appears to be condi-
tioned on the completion of
Deer Valley Drive to Loop 303
— something that county

Supervisor Jan Brewer prom-
ised in writing wouldn't hap-
pen unless both PORA and the
Recreation Centers boards
approve it.

That Loop 303 intersection,
Garner said, is where the
developers want to put the
store and restaurant.

But in a May 14, 1997, letter
to PORA and the Recreation
Centers, Brewer said she told
the Maricopa County Depart-
ment of Transportation to
place a barrier at the exit from
Loop 303, “which would pre-
clude access to Deer Valley
Drive This barrier would
remain in place unless and

until its removal were
requested by the boards” of
both PORA and the Centers,
she wrote.

Brewer said this morning
that “I'm firm on that. There
won't be a connection to Loop
303 there unless the residents
of Sun City West vote to
approve it. And if [ need to
strengthen my commitment, |
will.”

Garner said the PMI repre-
sentatives appeared surprised
to learn that the Loop 303/Deer
Valley Drive connection wasn't
a sure thing.

But if they do go ahead with
the project without that
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Deer Valley Drive now dead ends at the west wall of the Sun City

West expansion areaq.

connection, all the housing
traffic and care center traffic
will have only one way out of
the area — onto Deer Valley
Drive in Sun City West.

Completion of Loop 303,
planned for 2002, will cut all
access to the west.

When that Estrella Roadway

is built, there will be about120
acres between the Sun City
West walls and the freeway
that will be landlocked and
need access through Sun City
West.

The county can't simply cut

See Residents fear, A5
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Residents fear
through traffic

From A1

off access to a public road —

unless it buys the landlocked
parcels.

Still under study is the
future of the old Deer Valley
Road alignment, visible at the
intersection of Via Montoya
and Sonora Lane, where two
lots sit empty to allow access
to the desert area behind the
Sun City West wall.

That access is regularly used
by trucks from a landscape ser-
vice seeking entrance to the
expansion area, residents say.
They have objected to the traf-
fic, but officials say the area
needs the access.

Homeowners along Sonora
Lane on Sunday weren’t enthu-
siastic about the idea of new
development behind their
homes. ’

Two, who declined to be
identified, said they feared the
development was inevitable,
but undesirable.

And they added that if traffic
needed access to the site, that
access should be in the existing
five-lane Deer Valley Drive, not
through the much smaller
space between two homes.

Deer Valley Drive was relo-
cated when Del Webb Corp.
built the expansion area. As

part of that relocation, the road
was made wider than usual, so
it could handle traffic to and
from Loop 303, when that road-
way was completed.

At the time — in the early
1990s — the Loop 303 connec-
tion was seen as necessary to

keep heavy traffic off 151st
Avenue.

But since then, community

* sentiment has shifted to one of

keeping Deer Valley Drive a
local road, with no connection
to Loop 303.

Petitions with several thou-
sand signatures, and several
meetings attended by angry
residents brought the accord
with Brewer that the roadway
connection would be built but
not opened until after local
approval.

Deer Valley Drive now ends
about a block west of Sonora
Lane, where red and white bar-
ricades stop traffic. There is no
pavement into the desert
beyond, though the area
appears to have become a
dumping ground for neighbor-
hood trash and brush.

Tracks show that motorey-
cles and ATVs are frequent vis-
itors to that part of the desert,
which is home to coyotes, scor-
pions and rattlesnakes, resi-
dents along Sonora Lane said.
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SUN ' CITY 'WEST — ‘The Property
Owners and Residents Association wants the
county to build a new El Mirage Road east of
Sun City West rather than widen the existing
two-lane road.

County officials said the road expansion is
needed to accommodate residents who will be
living in the 9,300-home Lakeland Village
development north of Sun City West. :

The Board of Supervisors earlier . this
month approved the new housing develop-
ment, which will bring nearly 25,000 resi-
dents to 3,128 acres between Peoria and
Surprise.

Developer Gary™ Torhjelm will transform
about 5 square miles of desert bounded by
the alignments of Jomax and Lone Mountain
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County officials plan to widen El Mirage
Road into a four-lane road from Bell Road
north to the Loop 303 freeway and ultimately
into six lanes when the development is built
out in 2012 to 2015. It also is projected that
the new road eventually will extend north to
Arizona 74, which connects Grand Avenue to
Interstate 17. As part of the Lakeland

-approval, Torhjelm agreed to pay for the cost

to add two lanes to El Mirage Road from Bell
to Beardsley roads and conmstruct a new
two-lane El Mirage Road from Deer Valley
Drive to Loop 303.

PORA President Phil Garner sa:d Sun City
West residents are concerned about traffic
congestlon and noise that could result on the
three-mile stretch from Bell Road to Loop
303 if the existing El Mirage Road is

roads between 113th and 131st avenues into a ﬂ-expanded He said a costly and unattractive

master-planned community with 9,373 -

homes, four schools, four parks, shops and -

-sound barrier would have to be built.
As an alternative, Garner suggested in a

e Road moved
urt Sun City West, group says

letter to the county Department of Trans-
portation earlier this month that planners
consider designing a “new” El Mirage Road
that would run north from Bell Road starting
several hundred feet east of the existing road.

The new El Mirage Road “will go a long
way in protecting property values and the
lifestyle of our residents, especially along the

east boundary of Sun City West,” Garner
said.
Sami Ayoub, project manager for the

transportation department, said engineers are
examining PORA’s suggestion.

Public meetings will be held the first week
of October to discuss plans for El Mirage
Road. Ayoub said he expects a decision to be
made on the road’s design by the end of the
year.

Another concern, Garner said, is that
county studies show that the McMicken Dam

— Please see SCW, Page 6

SCW group wants street

moved before jt’s Wldened

— SCW, from Page |
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Proposal to gate Sun City West opens debate

By BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

It’s legally possible to make
Sun City West a gated, access-
controlled community, but the
practical difficulties are
daunting, and the dollar cost
would be high.

Questions about gating the
community of 31,000 have
been raised by several people
in Sun City West in light of a
proposed multi-generational
development on the commu-
nity’s eastern border.

Roger Cousin, who helped
block connection of Deer Val-
ley Drive to Loop 303, is all
for it, while Robert McCurdy,
an incoming PORA board
member, thinks partial gating
should at least be studied.

“We might be able to parti-
ally close some roads in Sun
City West,” McCurdy said. “I
don’t think there’s a prayer of
gating the whole community.”

It's also a question that
Recreation Ceniers officials
have decided to take a look at,
too, at the suggestion of the
Property Owners and Resi-
dents Association.

Incoming centers board

1

President Carole Hubbs, a
lawyer, has asked the associ-
ation’s attorneys to get infor-
mation on how full or partial
gating would work

Centers’ attorney William G.
Beyer said late Wednesday
that “it’s a very complicated
issue that will take us some
time to look into.”

Mike Dawson, an official of
the Maricopa County De-
partment of Transportation,
told about 3,000 people at
Tuesday's informational ses-
sion in the Sundome on the
project planned by Continen-
tal Homes that gating is legal,
but the process would be long
and hard.

If Sun City West were to
successfully navigate the
somewhat murky road closure
waters, it would probably be-
come the nation’s largest
gated community, both in
population and in area.

Most gated communities in
Arizona are small, a square
mile or so. Among them are
the Happy Trails resort and
Sun Village in Surprise, with
about 1,500 residents in each.

Sun City West is about 7,000

o

] . Steve Chernek/Daily News-Suri
Roger Cousin would like to see a gate on Deer Valley Drive at the entrance to Sun City
West.

acres — more than 11 square Some Florida condominium
miles — and has about 30,000 communities with as many as
residents. 10,000 residents also are

gated, but they are physically
small and often:have compact,

> See Cost to, A7
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multi-story structures with
limited roads.

Sun City West has a major
business core, funeral home,
offices, banks, a hospital, care
centers and nursing homes
and other retail operations,
plus more than a dozen
churches, some of whose par-
ishioners live outside the
community.

Many users of the business
establishes also are from
other communities.

“We don’t know of any other
area in the state that large
that’'s gated,” said Teresa
Verbout, a spokeswoman for
MCDOT.

The dollar cost of a gated
community would be high, say
observers including Dawson.

The abutting property own-
ers would have to pay for all
road maintenance and up-
keep, including traffic signals.
As roads age, Dawson warned,
the costs rise.

They also would need to
provide access control, prob-
ably at five gates, and that
would take extensive man-
power. Gates likely would be
installed on Johnson Boule-
vard at Bell and at Grand, on
Meeker Boulevard at Grand,
at Deer Valley Drive and at
the Beardsley Road entrance
off El Mirage Road.

But the law does not allow a
road to simply be blocked.
That is, you couldn’t barricade
Deer Valley Drive at the east

entrance to Sun City West, as
Roger Cousin would like, or
put a gate there to control
who comes in.

The only way access could
be controlled is to make the
roadways beyond the access
into private roads.

And the law . says access
can’t be denied to owners,
their guests or invitees “and
persons lawfully conducting
business.”

Hubbs, who chaired the
Recreation Centers Legal Af-
fairs Committee this year, said
it's possible that the Recrea-
tion Centers could become the
mandatory membership group
that operated the roads.

“It would take a vote of the
members,” she said. They
would have to approve
changes in the bylaws and
charter, alter the organiza-
tion’s purpose, and decide
how to admit commercial lot
owners to membership or
otherwise assess them for
road maintenance.

Those are some of the
things lawyers are looking at,
Hubbs said.

“Practically, I don’t think
we could close the entire
community,’”” she said
Wednesday. ‘gating some

residential parts of it might be -

possible.”

Gated private roads might
also mean a loss of some other
public services, such as mail
delivery, UPS trucks and
those free throw-away news-

‘papers many residents rec-

Here’s what it takes = .
to gate Sun City West |

B Some sort of property
owners association willing to
take over the roads and main-
tain them. It would have to
include all abutters to the
roads, including commercial
lands, and would have to be a
mandatory membership group.

B A two-thirds vote of the
owners of residential property
in the area to be gated.

M Approval by a majority of
the commercial owners in the
area to be gated.

M Enough emergency access
to the gated area to satisfy

police, fire and ambulance '
needs.

B A way to let legitimate .
guests and business users into |
the gated area.

W Approval of county su-
pervisors, who would have to
vote to abandon the roads. '

The law also allows portions
of the community — such as

the expansion area — to be
gated under the same provi-
sions.

(Source: A.R.S. Sec. 28-1901

]

to 1908. Disposition of Public :

Roadways.)

eive.

But that depends more on
the rules of the post office or
the other service providers
than on county action or state
law.

In addition, the property
owners association would
have to find some way to en-
force traffic rules in the gated
area.

Capt. John Myers of the
Surprise Police Department
said only driving while in-
toxicated, reckless driving or
an injury accident with crim-
inal intent can be investigated
on private roads, such as
those in Sun Village or Happy
Trails.

“Speeding, parking, illegal
turns — those things are up to

the homeowners association,”
he said.

Verbout at MCDOT also said
that was an uncharted area of
law: Most gated communities
have no stop lights, for in-
stance, while Sun City West
has several.

“We don’t have any prece-
dents for that,” Verbout said.

There’s also the question of
citing violators into court,
which might not be possible.
And there would be no way to
force the community associ-
ation to use uniform traffic
code signage, which also
might cause confusion.

A deputy county attorney
who deals with transportation
issues, James Minter, could
not be reached for comment.

|

i

i.
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Jose as guides

[

SUCE ELLISON
aff writer

Cattle guards have been painted
: Beardsley Road and Deer Valley
rive outside Sun City West in an
fort to keep meandering steers out
the retirement community.

Most cattle guards are real — that
. they are made by inserting rail-
vad rails into the pavement over a
nd of ditch, to discourage cows,
ho can't see where their feet are,
‘om walking across.

Cattlemen say that painted guards
.'en are effective, but only with
v se animals which already have
nce tried to cross a real cattle
aard. So it remains to be seen if the
ainted guards will keep cattle from
1e Agua Fria river bed from wan-
ering into Sun City West.

Real cattle guards might cost as
iuch as $30,000 to install, county
fficials said. That's why the faux
uards were tried first.

But even if the guards themselves
'ork, the one on Beardsley Road
/ill need to be improved. With no
:ncing adjacent to it, cows may just
alk onto the road shoulder and
anore it.

‘'or area steer

Jerry Medford, who heads the legal
affairs committee at the Recreation
Centers of Sun City West, said Fri-
day that the centers plan to pile up
some attractive-looking boulders be-
tween the cattle guard and the walls,
to discourage the cows from trying to
get in.

“They don’t like to try to climb
over big rocks,” Medford said.

This spring, a number of cattle
wandered into Sun City West from
the nearby Agua Fria river bed,
which is open range under state law.
They seemed to be attracted by the
lush green of the golf courses, the
abundant water, and the shrubbery
of back yards.

The guard on Deer Valley Drive
extends all the way to the commu-
nity’'s wall on the south, and is
fenced to the north to the also-

fenced border of the nearby Pleasant |

Valley citrus ranch.

Just to be sure motorists know
there are cattle guards in the road —
even fake ones — the county’s De-
partment of Transportation also in-
stalled diamond-shaped yellow cau-
tion signs reading ‘“CATTLE
GUARD” about 300 feet on either
side of the fake guards.

=

lainted guards |

Steve Chernek/Daily News-Sun
A cattle guard has been painted across Beardsley Road at the east
entrance of Sun City West in hopes of keeping cattle out of the
community.
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Loop 303 interchange a hot topic

Foes fear link to extended freeway
will bring more traffic, noise, crime

By Brent Whiting
The Arizona Republic

SUN CITY WEST — Wearing sunglasses
and casual clothes, she toured the desert

north of Sun City
West for a look at
the site of a pro-
posed highway in-

terchange that is
causing so much
fuss.

“Every place I
go to speak, this is
the big issue,” said
Jan Brewer, a mem-
ber of the Maricopa
County Board of
Supervisors.

Brewer,  whose
district includes this
nlush retirement
community, said a
nlan to extend the
~oop 303 express-
way, including a
nossible interchange
it Deer  Valley

Jrive, is by far the hottest item on her
-urrent agenda of county business.

“I"ve looked at maps,” Brewer said. “I've
ooked at videos. I've looked at everything

that’s been written by pen or pencil.”
Last week, she spent more than an hour

James Garcia /The Arizona Repubiic
County Supervisor Jan Brewer (right) inspects the site
of a proposed interchange with Loop 303 near Sun City
West with Greg Holverson (left), project engineer;
Bruce Ward, of the county transportation department;
and Paul Sullivan, project manager.

motoring through the area with officials of
the Maricopa County Department of Trans-
portation, in-.

cluding Paul
Sullivan, the
Loop 303
project man-
ager.

Brewer
paid special
attention  to
the proposed
four-way in-
terchange at
Deer Valley
Drive.

“I want to
see  where
it's going,”
she told Sul-
livan. “I
want to see
how it’s go-
ing to impact
the people.

This thing needs to be resolved.”

Sullivan, who thinks a lot of “misin-
formation™ from some residents is clouding
the debate, said his agency

i1s  working
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closely with opponents and proponents to
gain their input on the controversy.

In fact, two residents of Sun City West
— Roger Cousin, an opponent, and Rollie
Haas, a supporter of the project — have
been invited to serve on a county task force
that is studying the proposal, Sullivan said.

Greg Holverson, a project engineer, said

Gus Walker/The Arizona Republic

it will be several weeks before a decision is
made. He said county highway officials are
very mindful of the concerns of the
residents in Sun City West.

In a nutshell, the county plans to break
ground in late 2000 or early 2001 to extend

— See FREEWRY, Page 4

HYER




- the Loop 303

— FREEWAY, from page |

expressway, or
Estrella Parkway, northeast across
Grand Avenue and to the west and
north of Sun City West.

The two-lane roadway will con-
tinue eastward for about 9 miles
and connect with Lake Pleasant
Road. It will align with Happy
‘Valley Road east of the Agua Fria
River.

The proposed $25 million project
includes a four-lane bridge over
Grand Avenue and the Santa Fe
_Railway tracks. The bridge will
‘measure 23 feet high from the
“tracks to the bottom of the span,
officials said.

- .- Some residents of Sun City West

-are worried that a proposed in-
terchange at Deer Valley Drive,

~ -which now dead-ends west of Sun
- _City West, just short of the planned
. -parkway route, will result in traffic
- “congestion, crime problems, noise

vl R A

-and pollution.
-~ Cousin, an outspoken opponent,

- »said he doesn’t oppose the roadway

A

v h

-project. He said his major objection
-is linking the parkway with Deer
-Valley Drive, the major street in the

- -northern end of Sun City West.

n

-“ “Once we start to introduce
-outside traffic, we're also opening
-the door to cnme, noise and

- -pollution, and the possibility of a

- “major

accident on Deer Valley
:Prive,” Cousin said.

-- He said he has forwarded to
“Brewer a stack of petitions signed
-By more than 5,000 people who are

“epposed to the interchange.

-7 =2 Cousin added that Noel Willis,

- .president of the Sun City West

': Property Owners and Residents

Association, and Carole Hubbs,
president of the Sun City West
Recreation Centers, have joined the
opposition faction.

Willis said he has asked the
county to do a traffic study to
determine the impact of an in-
terchange on Deer Valley Drive and
other major connecting streets in
Sun City West, including 135th and
151st Avenues.

“We've talked enough in the
abstract,” Willis said. “Now it is
time for some civil-engineering
information.”

Hubbs said her main concern is
the safety of residents.

“If we put too much traffic on
Deer Valley Drive, if it becomes too
much of a thoroughfare, then people
won't be able to drive on it with
their golf carts,” Hubbs said.

Haas, a staunch backer of the
interchange, said it doesn’t make
sense  to build such a large
community as Sun City West and
then “close the back doors.”

“You have to provide a way for
the people to get out and about,”
Haas said. “Deer Valley Drive
needs to go through the wall and
hook up with Grand Avenue.”

County officials said residents at
the northern end of Sun City West
generally oppose the interchange
because of the probable' traffic
increase in their neighborhoods.

They said southern residents tend
to favor the interchange because it
may reduce the number of motorists
now using 135th and 151st avenues
to travel to and from the northern
reaches of Sun City West.

Haas, who lives on 151st Avenue,
agreed, saying, “I'm bearing the
brunt of all this traffic.”
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Three-wheel motorcycle 1s resident’s prize .
~
8y TERI CARNICELLI , , Thorburn l\_m‘gll\ rzn
3.0 Cities Independent Some of those crowds pleased. n
Y I awed or merely dumbstruck by —
sun City West resident Bill It's a real crowd Good As Gold were on unother
Ihorburn catches the eyes of pleaser L It's always continent entirely.
taersby wherever he goes — not ' “In the late 1980s I shipped it to
r his stylish dress but for the glit- been a looker. Europe, and my son and I, for
7ol his gold T three months, toured” the conti- —
S Thorburn has the unique nent §
tion ot owning the only floor as=in a car. The 120-horse- His son rode wlongside the riké %
e three-wheeled, modi- power trike also boasts uir suspen- on a BMAY moioreyele purchased g
Imotoreyele/buggy in the com- sion, an AM/FM casselte stereo from the fuctory in Munich, =
B and a citizens band radio. “We drove through Swiizerland ;
Make that the country. Or For comfort’s sake, the seat is  and wenl on over 1o Moscow and 3
uybe even anywhere. gently reclined to shift the weight  Bulgaria and down into pliaces you o
[horburn welded the frame  off the driver’s tailbone. The rike  can’t get into now. Even going into b
nis "custom tike” and had the  also possesses a mini-floorboard  Russia was pretty hard in those
e1luss shell custom made near- so Mr. Thorburn can rest his feel days.” he recalls. n
s (U sears ugo. Before that, he had  in the enclave and protect them “We ulso toured France and =i
g und rewarding experiences from rocks and water. " England. T went to the Paris Air =
e anious types of motoreycles. But it was the final touch that  Show and Good As Gold just stole 0
But it was one not-so-happy  got Good As Gold her name. the show. —
wpenenve that eventually led him The trike features no less than “I's always been u looker.” he .
wetructing his one-of-a-kind 23 coats of gold-flecked paint. siys with pride, ij
ing “It’s a real crowd pleaser,” Mr. Mr. Thorburn and Good As wn
“] lost the use of my foot in a =

“le accident and although 1
4 nde 4 wo-wheeler, it posed
sroblems.” he explains.
ot waning 1o give up his love
t the open road and the feel of the
~ind on his tuce. he went to the
irawing bourd o make his ride a

itle easier
up with was
" his homemade

hree-wheel motorcycle

ttke 1t becuuse, of course, |
ion't have 10 put my feet down at
fie stop signs.” Mr, Thorburn says.
"I can go off-road and through

¢ ¢esert und everything,”
i he ad0-pound custom trike has
rawagen Beetle engine and an
e trunsmission, including
averse, the cear shift lever is
veated o the vutside left of the
rike and lies parullel to the

possession

Gold made their way to Sun City
West two years ago and almost
immediately both were welcomed
by the local motorcycle group, the
Power Riders.

Mr. Thorburn, who also owns a

motor scooter, 18 a member of the
Flying Wheels as well. He is very
active with both groups and takes
several trips during the months he
resides in the community. “We go
W Baghdad, Yarnell, Ajo, Prescott,
Flagstatt, all around.

“We go for u day trip and lunch.

It's more family oriented than, say,

Photo by TERI CAKNICELL!

Sun O

the Hell’s Angels,” he jokes.

Now that he’s got Good As
Gold, he’ll be able to keep on
triken’ for a long time to come.

cround King of the open road. Sun City West Bill Thorburn's *
wheel motorcycle calches the eyes of those he pa
named "Good as Gold," has taken its owner tnr

and Europe.

Like u motoreyele, the accelera-
ir 15 located in the handle but the

i1-~kid brake pedal is on the




VF - TRANSPORTATION

ilo bus
for now

Plans canceled

after protests

By IAN MITCHELL
Daily News-Sun staff

A Sundome Plaza merchant
has dropped plans to open a
Sun City West contract bus
station after receiving dozens
of calls from residents oppos-
ing the idea.

Bob Riddle, owner and
manager of Bob’s V&S Variety
Store, 13583 Camino del Sol,
said the idea of opening a
Greyhound Bus Lines station
is “a dead issue.”

In a Wednesday story in the
Daily News-Sun, Riddle in-
vited residents who had con-
cerns about the bus-station
proposal to call his store.

Riddle' said he issued a
news release Thursday to
notify the public that there
will be no bus station and to
stem the flow of calls he’s re-
ceived.

“Bob has decided the neg-
atives outweigh the positives,”
the release states. “He ap-
preciates all those who have
called for and against the bus
stop. Bob feels the service is
still needed in this area but
believes that bus stop should
be outside the Sun City West
community.”

Riddle said he wanted to

provide a service to Sun Cities-

residents, but his proposal
was misunderstood. Most who
have called were against hav-
ing a contract bus station in
Sun City . West because they
wrongly think of a station as a
large and seedy depot, he
said.

Only four buses a day run-
ning a loop route between
Phoenix and Las Vegas would
have stopped at his store, he
said.

Gwen Shoemaker, one of the
Sundome Plaza tenants who
objected to the bus station,
said she was pleased that it
has been canceled.

“That’s good, because I
think the traffic congestion
itself here would be some-
thing we don't need,” said
Shoemaker, owner of Fash-
ions For You. “It probably is a
service that needs to he done,
but it needs to be on Grand
Avenue or Bell Road.”

Arve Dahl, president of thg
Property Owners and Resi-
dents Association, said he re-
ceived 50 phone calls about
the proposed bus station since
a Wednesday news story on
the proposal. Forty-nine of the
callers were against the idea,
he said.

Dahl said traffic in Sun-
dome Plaza would have been
disrupted by a bus parked in
front of the variety store. Sun
City West residents won't miss
the bus station, he said.

“The problem is we got all
these buses where you can
ride up there free when
you're going to Laughlin and
Vegas; the casinos up there
provide the costs,” Dahl said.
“Round trip there (Grey-
hound) would cost 30 bucks, so
it isn’t all that big a deal for
most of the citizens here.”

Rick Selph, area customer
service manager for Grey-
hound, could not be reached
for comment. Thursday after-

noon or this morning.

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Friday, June 24, 1994
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Trolley car

§CW visitors

Ky ROSA De SIMONE
Qaily News-Sun staff
SUN CITY WEST — A new mode

transportation, reserved for visit- .

s, has come to Sun City West.
i An old-fashioned trolley car, minus
the tracks, motors around the com-
nunity, taking visitors on 45-minute
tdurs. o
3 Del Webb Corp.’s “trolley tours”
e available from 9 am. to 5 p.m.
ondays through Saturdays.
The trolley’s drivers and hostesses
ake-Sun City West residents.
waIt was super,” said Harlan Less-
{47, an lowa resident in town for a

jout a month.
wifarlan and his wife, Helen, took

our Monday afternoon.
W oy get to see a lot.of what's
dBHig on and the length of the tour is
jfist about right,” Lessman said.

*At the wheel Monday was Fred
hne, a nine-year Sun City West
resident.

“Kuhne squires visitors 3% days a
week.

s«It's fun,” Kuhne said. “It's as in-
tgresting as other things I do in the
community.”

*But fun aside, Kuhne said he takes
the responsibility of the passengers’
\Eelfare seriously. !

#you have to keep your wits about
y;')u every single minute,” he said.

*Golf cars and pedestrians are ma-
j§r hazards drivers need fo keep
tHeir eyes on, Kuhne said. |

mThe number of visitors using 'the
trolley daily varies, but lately has
ayeraged about 70, said Sue Walker,
supervisor of sales administration
for.Webb. . ‘

| ¥ i "
aNo matter what the weather’s
like, we run; even if we have one
passenger we run,” Kuhne said.

! With Kuhne taking care of the
riving, ‘‘trolley hostess” Louise
Takoushian gives the riders useful
t{dbits.

&Tbe trolley, which departs from

{ob’s sales pavilion at 13323
&bker Blvd., traverses a route that
ihctudes the community’s recreation
centers, Del E. Webb Memorial
ospital, golf courses and shopping

d!sti-ict.'
“You name it, they've got it,” Tak-

olishian told the visitors during the
téur. -

. = . i\

!The free trolley tours will run

through March, said Connie Watson,
blic relations assistant for Webb.

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Thursday, Feb. 18, 1993

‘We wanted for the
people who were visiting
the model home center to
have an opportunity to see
more of the community.
And it also gives them a
chance to see the :
recreation centers because
the trolley stops at each
one.” . e

Connié Watson
Public relations assistant
Del Webb Corp.:

“We wanted for the people who
were visiting the model home center
to have an opportunity to see more
of the community,” Watson said.
“And it also gives them a chance to
see the recreation centers because
the trolley stops at each one.”

If demand is high, the tours may

continue through Easter weekend,
she said.

“We v_vanted something unidue-
looking; it’s been received very well -

and people are very complimentary
about the tours,” Walker said.



rolley driver Fred Kuhne waits curbside for pass- trolley, which runs Monday through Saturday, takes
ngers to gather for a tour of Sun City West. The visitors on a 45-minute tour of the community.

Mollie J. Hoppes/Dally News-Sun
Trolley tour hostess Louise Takoushian uses a bullhorn to speak above
the drone of the trolley. Riders ontthe tour include, Michael and
Catherine Buttigieg of Floral Park Long Island, N.Y., left, and Sara Smith
of Crete lll. - A -
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Road to nowhere

Confusion delays completion of Deer Valley Road

AN

By TERI CARNICELLI b

Sun Cities Independent ,
v

As Del Webb prepares to put the
finishing touches on Sun City West
in anticipation of its departure from
the community, one of the few pro-
jects left to be completed is the
construction of the road leading off
into the sunset.

Residents and company officials
have waited a long time for the
convenience of a connector road
from Deer Valley Road to Grand
Avenue, two of the four roads bor-
dering the community. And it looks
like they are going to have to wait a
little longer.

Sun City West is bordered by
four roads — Bell Road, El Mirage
Road, Deer Valley Road and Grand
Avenue. Deer Valley Road and
Grand Avenue are supposed to
intersect in the far northwest corner
of the community.

That connection, however, has
failed to materialize due primarily
to delays in the installation of a
railway crossing guard and the con-
struction of county roads leading
up to Grand Avenue from the west.

Deer Valley Road, constructed
north of Sun City West by the
Webb Corporation, stops short of
the Grand Avenue crossing guard.
Santa Fe Railroad is responsible for
installing a temporary crossing
guard before construction on the
road can continue to Grand
Avenue.

According to Greg Holverson,
acting chief of the Transportation
Planning Division for the Maricopa
County Department of
Transportation, Santa Fe is “being a
little bit difficult.”

The county has agreed to build a
stretch of road extending the 303
Loop, otherwise known as the
Estrella Freeway, to Lake Pleasant.
Mr. Holverson, who spoke at the
Sun City West 2000 workshop in
April regarding the construction,
said the county has divided the
extension into two phases.

Phase One will encompass the
area from Grand Avenue to the
realigned Deer Valley Road with an
interim, or temporary, connector
road. The interim road will eventu-
ally be replaced by the extended

Del Webb Corp. is busy completing
Deer Valley Road. Just when the
road will connect with Grand
Avenue, however, is anyone's
guess.

freeway.

Phase Two will continue to the
freeway to Lake Pleasant.

A lack of county funds is slow-
ing the road’s construction, and
Santa Fe officials say it will be
some time before they can install a
crossing guard.

“The actual interim road is in
the county’s five-year plan, at the
back end of it, to continue (the
303) over to 99th Avenue,” says
Chuck Roach, Del Webb’s general
manager for Sun City West.

“The county has agreed to build
(Phase One) early in order to get
(Del Webb Corp.’s) connection
completed.”

Railroad officials, on the hand,
are disturbed by the early con-
struction, according to Mike
Martin, spokesman for Santa Fe
Railroad.

Mr. Martin says the county is
violating the Arizona Corporation
Commission’s directive to com-
plete Phase Two prior to con-
structing Phase One.

See B DEER VALLEY, Page 3
over

6-22-94
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From Page 1

“We are concerned because the
county has decided to circumvent
that order by going ahead with con-
struction to Deer Valley Road,” Mr.
Martin explains.

According to Mike Dawson, act-
ing manager of Environmental
Planning for MCDOT, the county
intends to build the interim road in
1995-96 and the remaining eight
miles (Phase Two) to Lake Pleasant
Road in 1997-98.

_“For us it’s a matter of design
time and funding allocations,” Mr,
Dawson says.

The eight miles of road from
Deer Valley to Lake Pleasant will
cost the county approximately $3.5
million, and that is not available in
next year’s budget, Mr. Dawson
says.

The $800,000 necessary to build
the connector road, however, is
available.

The county also needs to com-
plete a design concept for the eight
miles, which is expected to take
nine months.

It could be perhaps another year
before that concept is actually
finalized on paper, Mr. Dawson
explains.

“We just wouldn’t be able to con-
struct it before 1997, Mr. Dawson
says.

| THe D¢l Webb Corp., which
pIA¥E on pulling out-of Sun City
West by 1996, would.be-leaving
behind a road to nowhere if the
county delayed construction of the
interim road until after it completed
the extension to Lake Pleasant.

Santa Fe officials would like the
extra time to prepare for their part
of the construction project.

R —

In terms of liability, the railroad
would prefer the county wait before
building Phase One to allow less
time for potential accidents to
occur, Mr. Martin explains.

“The county, the Corporation
Commission and Del Webb have
worked together basically to require
Santa Fe to put (an at-grade cross-
ing) in,” Mr. Roach says.

“That doesn’t mean they don’t
get a case of the slows.”

Mr. Martin sees it as an issue of
safety.

“The later it goes in, the less lia-
bility exposure there is to all parties
concerned for a potential collision
between a train and a vehicle.”

Mr. Martin says there are other
considerations — among them the
fact that electronic warning
devices, such as gauge lights and
flashers one normally sees at cross-
ings, must be ordered individually.

“There's usually between six
months and a year (waiting period)
to get that equipment,” Mr. Martin
says.

“After that, people (from Santa
Fe) have to go and set up the equip-
ment, and that has to be scheduled
quite a bit in advance” as the
employees have other obligations.

It could be, at the earliest, a year
from now before the crossing will
be ready to accommodate traffic, he
explains. But he anticipates it will
be much longer.

Even if the county’s interim road
is ready before that time, in all like-
lihood traffic will not be able to
cross over to Deer Valley Road
until all warning lights and safety
equipment are installed, Mr. Martin
says.

The extension of Deer Valley
Road, which has been under con-
struction for more than two years,

will be finished within the next”
year to year-and-a-half, according
to Mr. Roach.

Deer Valley Road has been
extended to 151st Avenue, and has
about one mile left to go before 1t
reaches the empty area where the
crossing and the connector road
will one day b
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This is not your
everyday,
ordinary goif
cart. Al
Geissler's cart
not only has
power — this

baby cangetup -

to 30 mph —it
looks sharp, too.
“| drive down the
street, and
people wave, and

| wave back. It's

a neat way to
travel,” says
Geissler, a
retired
automobile and
farm-machinery
dealer who now
lives in Sun City
West.

sl

The Arizona Republic

KINGS OF ROAD
IN SUN CITIES

Carts not just for golfers

By Fred Smith
The Arizona Republic

When Al Geissler tees it up at

. ‘Briarwood Country Club in Sun
- City West, people gawk.

But the stares he gets aren't
necessarily for his booming drives
— rather, they’re for what he
drives.

For even in a community where
the golf cart is a favored mode of
transportation off the links as well
as on, Geissler’s stands grille and

sunroof above the rest.
It has a state-of-the-art chassis,
a walnut dash with a built-in
cooling fan, neatly upholstered
bucket seats and an AM-FM radio
with cassette deck. All this, and a
gas-powered engine that will pro-
pel the cart at speeds of up to 30
mph, are contained within a
burgundy-and-gray body that looks
strikingly like a Rolls-Royce.
It's one of the swankiest golf
— Sce GOLF, page A10
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Golf carts king of the road in Sun Cities

— GOLF, from page A1

carts in the twin retirement communi-
ties of Sun City and Sun City West,
which have nearly 55,000 residents
and at least 5,700 registered carts. But
that number doesn't tell the full story
because many of the “golf cars™ are
driven by people who have never set
hands on a 9-iron. )

“I guess some people would think
it's ridiculous to spend $9,400 on a
golf cart,” said Geissler, 65, a retired
automobile and farm-machinery
dealer who has divided his time
between Valley City, N.D., and Sun
City West since 1979.

“But I think it was money well
spent. It's comfortable and dependable
and doesn’t cost an arm and a leg to
keep it that way.

“l drive down the street, and
people wave, and I wave back. It's a
neat way to travel.”

Many of Geissler’s neighbors would
agree. They use their carts as second
cars, taking them out on the streets to
recreation centers, groceries and
churches.

Sheer numbers are hard to come
by, although one gauge is a permit

system that entitles cart owners to
drive on the communities’ two golf
courses. A permit costs $165 a year in
Sun City West and $125 in Sun City.
At last count, there were 3,096
golf-cart registrations in Sun City and
2,625 in Sun City West.

However, that may be telling only
two-thirds of the story, according to
John Mclntosh, who operates Sun
City Golf Cars in Youngtown.

“In the last few years, fully
one-third of the cars I'm selling are to
people who don't play golf,” he said.
“These folks are like a lot of people
who move to Sun City from a colder
climate and bring two cars with them.

“It doesn't take them long to
realize they don't need that second
car, so they sell it and buy a golf car.

“And if I may say so, I think it's a
wise investment. These cars can get
into a tight parking space and don’t
pollute. You fill 'em up (with gasoline
if the car is gasoline powered) once a
month, and your insurance costs $100
a year.”

‘What do I need 2 cars for?’

The garage of full-time Sun City
West residents Jack and Doris Taylor

is typical of those with one automobile
and one golf cart. The couple live near
the Hillcrest Golf Course.

“What do I need two cars for?”
asked Jack Taylor, 78.

“This golf car (a 1982 Yamaha that
Taylor bought for $3,300) will go
anywhere I want to go. The only
reason I get out the big car is to keep
the juices flowing in it.”

Taylor figures he is the prototype
Sun Cities golf-car driver. He plays
golf four days a week, drives the
Yamaha to the grocery store and
community swimming pool and fills
its 6-gallon fuel tank twice a month.

He also figures he is typical in that
he never has had an accident with the
cart in traffic, although he once had a
close call on a golf course.

1 golf-cart-related fatality

Not everyone has been so lucky,
according to the Maricopa County
Sheriff's Office. Officers can relate
numerous mishaps and near mishaps
involving run-ins between golf carts
and the real thing on the streets of the
two unincorporated communities.

There has been one golf-cart-related
fatality this year, according to Duane

Brady, a Sheriff's Office spokesman.
The accident occurred Jan. 7, when a
Sun City woman fell out of a golf cart
after it was struck by an automobile at
105th and Peoria avenues. The
woman died of head injuries Jan. 14.

But Mclntosh said such accidents
are far from the minds of those who
buy carts these days. They can pay as
little as $500 for a good used one, or
around $3,500 for a new one that is
street legal with lights, a windshield
and a top, or up to $10,000 for a
luxury version.

Mclntosh has delved into a bit of
golf-cart history. He believes the first
ones date back to the mid-1950s. He
remembers the first one he saw, at age
5, in 1958, It was at a Chicago course
owned at the time by his father, Jock
MclIntosh, who now runs Southwest
Golf Cars Inc. in Sun City West.

“He bought just one,” John McIn-
tosh said, “'not knowing if it would go
over. ... And now, look what we
have, manufacturers in the United
States, Japan and even Poland.”

And a golf cart, at least on the
streets of Sun City or Sun City West,
hardly draws a second glance.

But not Al Geissler's. His is a
different story.

Geissler’s cart includes a holder for
his golf tees, as well as a state-of-the-
art chassis, a walnut dash, bucket
seats and an AM-FM radio with
cassette deck.



Jack Taylor (left)
and Al Geissler
stop fora chatin
a supermarket
parking lotin Sun
City West. The
two are like a lot
of folks in Sun
City and Sun City
West. They drive
their carts on the
communities’
two golf courses
and take them on
. thestreets to

4 recreation
-centers, grocery
stores and
churches.

Charles Krejcsi/The Arizona Republic
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ByPAMELA MANSON
Arlzf@na Republic Staff

Where 115th Avenue will lead and how
wide it will be is uncertain after members of
theg: Maricopa County Highway Advisory
Board expressed their ' objections to a
praposal to extend the roadway.

The Del E. Webb Development Co. has
asked the county to build the eastern side of
115th Avenue from Bell to Beardsley roads, a
distance of two miles. That side’ of the
avénue is dirt and in the county. -

The western side or a half-width of 115th
Avenue, which is in Surprise, is paved. This
half of the avenue was constructed by
Mountain View Development Co. of Phoenix,
which is building the Brookview County Club
between Bell and Beardsley along 115th.

The Arizona Republic
Wednesday, August 28, 1985 NW

Road board refuses to act on Webb 115 Avenue plan

Webb officials have offeréd to share in the

- cost, which is undetermined, of building the

eastern side of the avenue.

At a meeting last week, board members put
the company’s request on hold and suggested
that current plans concerning 115th Avenue
remain unchanged. T

The county plans to build only one-fourth -

mile of the eastern half of 115th Avenue

going north from Bell to provide better,

access to Arizona State University/Sun Cities
Education and Research Center and the new
Sun Cities Art Museum. The road work is
slated for completion early next year.

The 40-acre campus — where construction
will begin next year — is at Bell Road and
115th Avenue; the museum is adjacent to it.
Both parcels were donated by the develop-

ment company, a subsidiary of the Del E.
Webb Corp.

“Building the road that far (one-fourth
mile) would provide access to ASU and the

art museum,” Clare Felstead, highway-board’

chairman, said. “Beyond that, though, we’d
be serving individuals.”

~ A Del E. Webb spokesman said the road
construction would benefit not .only the

-company but Sun City residents.

Spokesman Ken Plonski said, “We’re
looking to extend the road for a couple of

reasons. First, we still own 300 acres on the

east side of 115th Avenue. A road would
make the land more attractive.

“Second, the sand and gravel we use comes
from a pit on the Agua Fria River. Paving the
road would cut down on the dust aroun
east border of Sun City.”

"department.

the -
- agenda.

Richard A. Mastin, vice president of land
development for Webb, said the company
alsokhas found more financial support for the
work.

Company officials have discussed the-
project with the owner of Pleasant. Valley
Crushing, who operates a sand-and-gravel pit
on Beardsley and 115th Avenue. The owner.

. is willing to share in the cost, Mastin said in

an Aug. 16 letter to the county highway

_ Details on the portion each company would 7'.
be willing to pay for the construction still are
being worked out, Plonski said.

The Maricopa County Board of Supervi-
sors has the final say on road construction.
The matter has yet to be placed on a board

—
L)
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Sun Clhes' grou‘ . oppos

By CHERYL SWEET
Staff Writer

Leaders of Sun Cities homeowners
groups *banded together Monday to
discuss alternate routes to a proposed
outer loop expressway around the Val-
ley.

Property Owners and Residents As-
sociation president Loise Copes called
the meeting ‘‘a new era of cooperation

. between the sister cities.”’

Home Owners Association president
Betty van Fredenberg told representa-
tives from Maricopa County and the
Maricopa Association of Governments
that retirees oppose a Bell Road align-
ment for the loop. ‘“This whole concept
is totally unacceptable to the people
who live here. We can see all kinds of
problems.”

THE LOOP tentatively is proposed
to run north from Interstate 10 along
99th Avenue, across a northern align-

ment—Bell Road Paradlse Lané or
Beardsley Road—to Pima Road, contin-
uing south to the Superstition Freeway.

A Bell Road ‘alignment would begin
at 67th Avenue and run east to Pima

Road. Although' the loop would miss"

Sun  City, residents say it would in-
crease traffic by encouraging motorists
to continue west on Bell Road to Grand
Avenue on their way to Wickenburg or
other locations. :

HOA director George Hartman' said

the alignments under consideration
would not meet traffic needs in the

area once the loop is built. Construction.
isn’t expected for- at least 10 years.:

Hartman recommended the loop be
built farther west and north to meet

future growth and to prevent uprooting

of residents and businesses.

“WE ALLOW. structures to go up
and then we tear them down by putting

!

i T

in access way.s Now would seem the
time to go farther north,” he said,
suggesting a foad that ‘“‘doesn’t require
any major condemnation of property.”

MAG planner Bryah Patterson said
Bell Road is being considered as an
“interim’’ solution until outlaying areas
are -developed and transportation de-
mands warrant construction of a more
permanent solution, such as a freeway.

A freeway employs the use of inter-
changes, rather .than traffic signals,
Patterson explained.- Currently, a free-
way would be too expensive—costing
about $450 million to connect the west
to the east—and wouldn’'t be used to
capacity in the sparsely populated
northern Valley region, Patterson said.

COUNTY ENGINEER Bob Ester-
brooks said he favors Beardsley Road
for the northern alignment. “Our rec-
ommendation is to follow this align-

llgnment

March 16, 1982
[~ SA ‘

z"

ment and acquire the right of way at
this time. We feel strongly that we need
something more than an interim im-
provement.”

County Supervisor Hawley Atkinson,
District 4, said the county has histori-
cally been inadequate in providing
long-term solutions to problems.

“One of the major deficiencies in
Maricopa County has been the lack of
long-range planning. ‘Bell Road could
have been an ideal route in long-range
planning” 15 fo 20 years ago.

Several. northwest Valley residents
living near Bell Road also attended and
expressed support for an alignment
near Beardsley. .. .

MAG is expected to make a récom
mendation to.the state Department of

*Transportatlon by the end of April

DOT" will then hold public hearings
before it makes a final decision.
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Westers' bus

2-19-8|

By FRAN SMITH
Staff Writer

A struggle over the Sun City West
bus system is under way.

Neither the Del E. Webb Develop-
ment Co. nor the members of the
Recreation Centers of Sun City West
want the buses or the financial respon-
sibility that goes with them.

Ridership ““fluctuates’”” so much that
no figures are avallable according to a
Webb spokesman.

A PUBLIC HEARING on Webb’s
request that the buses be transferred to

the Rec Centers is set for April 1.

Webb has the system now but wants

‘to be rid of it. Rec_Centers members
are looking at the truly non-profit

‘nature of the buses’ operation and

saying, ‘“‘No, thank you.”
The first hearing before the Arizona
4

Corporation Commission had been
scheduled for Feb. 13 but was post-
poned. Rec Centers members attending
complained that legal notification of
the hearing was published only in The
Record Reporter, a Maricopa County
publication not circulated in the Sun
City area, and that they had not had
time to muster arguments against
Webb’s petition.

WESTER DR. LEO Klein is muster-
ing this week and will be busy between
now and April -1 collecting signatures
on a petition opposing the requested
transfer. He hopes that, with help, he’ll
gather 1,000.

“That bus system is not provided
out of Webb’s goodness of heart,” Klein
says. ,'It's here so they can make
sales. We're not selling anything. We
don’t need it.”

NEWS SUN

system finds few takers

Klein’s petition cites the facilities
agreement that rec members sign
which calls for members ‘“to pay the
cost of operating, maintaining and de-
veloping the common community rec-
reational facilities at Sun City West”
and makes no mention of a bus line. He
says the buses would operate at a
“heavy financial deficit,” would never
break even and are of use to less than 1
percent of the membershlp of the
Recreation Centers.

A WEBB SPOKESMAN explalns
that the company wants to avoid the
mistake of keeping Sun City Westers
dependent on its developer over the
“long term.”

The bus system is mentioned in the
articles of incorporation for the Recre-
ation Centers. The company has agreed
to continue to subsidize the Recreation

FEBRUARY

19, 1981

Centers until that organization is sel
supporting and so will continue
subsidize the buses’ money-losing o
eration even if the Rec Centers acquil
the system, a Webb spokesman said.

Consisting of two vans, one with
12-passenger capacity and another wit
a 15-passenger capacity, the syste:
operates along temporary routes whic
include the residential areas of Su
City West, the business core and tw
trips daily to the medical offices o
Thunderbird Avenue in Sun City.

Anyone wanting to intervene offi
cially in the petition should notify th
Arizona Corporation Commission be
fore the public hearing. However, am
citizen who wants to make a statemen
will be heard, a Commission spokes
man said.



SUN CITY WEST BUS LINE

SUN CITY SHUTTLE ROUTE

CRESTVIEW 8:30
BELL CAMINO 8:38
GREENWAY 8:44
THUNDERBIRD PLAZA 8:48
LAKEVIEW MEDICAL

BOSWELL HOSPITAL 8:54
THUNDERBIRD MEDICAL

GRAND CENTER 9:04
LA RONDE 9:11
BELL CAMINO 9:21
CRESTVIEW 9:31

9:40
9:48
9:54
9:58

10:04

10:14
10:21
10:31
10:41

10:50
10:58
11:04
11:08

11:14

11:24
11331
11:41
1151

12:00
12:08
12:14
12:18

12:24

12:34
12:41
12251

1:01

p—
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* Passengers on final run from Sun City will be delivered
to nearest route point to their destination.

Transfers available only from Sun City West buses to
Sun City West buses,

FARE: 35¢

10 rides - $3.00
20 rides - $5.00

CRESTVIEW

MEEKER & TERRAZO

130TH AVENUE & JADESTONE

128TH & MARBLE

130TH & JADESTONE

132ND & BEECHWOOD

BONANZA & L32ND DRIVE

KEYSTONE & CAMINO DEL SOL
133RD AVENUE & ASHWOOD

132ND AVENUE & DESERT GLEN
MAPLEWOOD & 133RD AVENUE

R. H. JOHNSON & 132ND AVENUE
KODTAK & OPAL

HYACINTH & 135TH AVENUE
SPANISH GARDENS & WHISPERING OAKS
130TH AVENUE & SPANISH GARDENS
128TH AVENUE & DESERT GLEN
DESERT GLEN & 134TH DRIVE
COPPERSTONE & 133RD AVENUE
CASTLEROCK & CAMINO DEL SOL
133RD AVENUE & STAR RIDGE
PROSPECT & CAMINO DEL SOL
CRESTVIEW

R. H. JOHNSON RECREATION CENTER
ENCORE MODEL HOMES

CRESTVIEW

SUN CITY WEST BUS LINES

SUN CITY WEST BUS LINES
RESIDENTIAL SCHEDULE

8:30
8:32
8333
8:35
8:38
8:40
B:4l
8:43
8:44
8:46
8:47
8:48
8:49
8:50
8:52
8:54
8155
8:57
8:58
8:59
9:00
9:01
9:02
9:05
9:07
9:34

9:40
9:42
9:43
9:45
9:48
9:50
9:51
9:53
9:54
9:56
9:57
9:58
9:59
10:00
10:02
10:04
10:05
10:07
10:08
10:09
10:10
10:11
10:12
10:15
10:17
10:44

Schedules run continuously Monday through Saturday

(EXCEPT HOLIDAYS) beginning at 8:30 a.m.

All times

10:50
10:52
10:53
10:55
10:58
11:00
11:01
11:03
11:04
11:06
11:07
11:08
11:09
11:10
11:12
11:14
1115
11:17
11:18
I1:19
11:20
11z21
11:22
11:25
11:27
11:54

listed are approximate and could vary a few minutes either way.

12:00
12:02
12:03
12:05
12:08
12:10

12:11 s

12:13
12:14
12:16
12:17
12:18
12:19
12:20
1222
12:24
12225
12:27
12:28
12:29
12:30
12:31
1232
12:35
12:37

1:04

a
Q
4\
@

2:44

3:01
3:11

*3:2]1

1:10
12
1213
L:lS
1:18
1:20
1221
1:23
1:24
1:26
127
1:28
1:29
1:30
1:32
1:34
1:35
1:37
1:38
1:39
1:40
1:41
1:42
1:45
1:47
2:14

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 974-7516

2:20
2:22
2523
2129
2:28
2:30
2:31
2:33
2:34
2:36
2:37
2:38
2:39
2:40
2:462
2:44
2:45
2:47
2:48
2:49
2:50
2451
2452
2:55
2:57
3:24
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Developer runs
SCW bus--for now

Sun City West’s bus
lines, inaugurated Feb. 20,
currently is operated by
the developer, Del E. Webb
Development Co.

However, Webb has an-
nounced that it will turn
over operation of the bus
line to the Sun City West
recreation centers associa-
tion. el

Webb’s apparent aifm is
to avoid the Sun City situa-
tion, in which the
developer has been stuck
with operating a deficit-

ridden bus line because the -

Rec Centers of Sun City
can’t or won't,

The Property Owners
and Residents Association,
Sun City West’s communi-
ty organization,” ‘has not
discussed the transporta-
tion question to date.
PORA members have been
involved primarily in get-
ting the organization
established. ,

The Sun City 'West bus
line runs 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday through Saturday,
making a trip around the
community each hour. The

bus spends 28 minutes at

Webb’s model home area,
making it possible for
potential home buyers to
get a tour of the communi-
ty.

Fares for the Sun City
West bus, which now
oOperates as a van and not
as a full-sized bus, are 35
cents per ride, with

-discounts of 10 rides for $3

and 20 rides for $§5
available, The fares are
the same as in Sun City.

No transportation link
exists now between Sun Ci-
ty and Sun City West, and a
spokesman for the
developer said no such
intra-city link is planned.
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pme - ing its familiar buses and let
lopment Go. wants to stop' running i and
?:;U?ér‘::tll); t?lf:fwgf transportation in Sun City. But a host of legal complications

‘ i -Sun Photo)
mustbe confronted before those dual goals can be achieved. (News-S
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DEDICATION

BELL ROAD BRIDGE

DECEMBER 8, 1981

10:00 A.M,



PROGRAM MARICOPA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Prelude Tom Freestone, Chairman
] George Campbell, District 2
Presentation of Colors,.....832nd Air Division Fred Koory, Jr., District 3
Luke Air Force Base Hawley Atkinson, District 4

Ed Pastor, District 5
Pledge of Allegiance........Hawley Atkinson

District 4 Supervisor MARICOPA COUNTY HIGHWAY COMMISSION
Invocation.sesenssssssesanesRobert Duff, Pastor Clare Felstead, Chairman
Church of the Palms | William G. Arthur, Member
' Mario Herrera, Member
. Introduction of Hawley Atkinson Murray Karsten, Member
Distinguished Guests........District 4 Supervisor Eldon Davidson, Member
Remarks..vessseoessssassesssMurray Karsten COUNTY MANAGER

County Highway Commission

Robert G. Mauney
Eldon Davidson

County Highway Commission DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS & COUNTY ENGINEER

Musical Selection...........Peoria High School ?and Robare C. Esterbrooks
John McCord, Band Director

DESIGN ENGINEER

Dedicatory AddresS..........Fred Koory, Jr.

EERELALE 5 SdpRaRken: Benson and Gerdin, Inc.

Ribhon Cytting CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTOR

The Tanner Companies

Hot Air Balloon '"Xanadu' courtesy of Jim &
Vickie Peek




