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Sun City, Anthem 
face off over plan 
for water rates 

By Lesley Wright 
THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC 

Arizona's new water war pits Anthem 
against Sun City: one of the northwest 
Valley's newest master-planned commu­
nities against one of its oldest. 

The battle between young families 
and retirees was launched before the 
Arizona Corporation Commission two 
years ago, and a victor is not expected to 
emerge until the end. of the year. 

An administrative judge is taking tes­
timony from thousands of residents who 
pay water bills to Arizona American Wa-
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ter. That judge and, ultimately, the 
Corporation Commission, must 
determine whether the water 
company should consolidate rates 
for eight residential districts and 
five wastewater districts that 
sprawl across the state. 

Each water district - Sun City, 
$un City West, Anthem, Paradise 
Valley, Agua Fria, Tubae, Mohave 
and Havasu - charges a different 
rate. If consolidated, each of the 
90,000 residents involved would 
pay the same rate. 

Numbers coptinue to be 
crunched, but one thing is clear: If 
rates were combined, Sun City 
would pay more and Anthem 
would pay less. 

Anthem residents with three­
fourth-inch meters at their homes 
pay an average $85 a month for wa­
ter and sewer, while Sun City resi­
dents in 2007 typically paid about 
$14 a month. 

It's a tricky situation for the Res­
idential Utility Consumer Office, 
the state agency charged with rep­
resenting consumer interests in· 
regulatory cases. Agency attorneys 
cannot represent all districts at 
once. 

"That is exactly the problem," 
agency director Jodi Jerich said. 
"This. issue of rate consolidation 
pits one group of Arizona Ameri­
can customers against another." 

The consumer-advocacy attor­
neys have studied the consolida-

tion puzzle, which includes several 
complex scenarios, and deter­
mined that rate consolidation "is 
not in the public interest under 
these sets qf facts at this time," Jer­
ich said. 

That would be good news'for the 
1,500 Sun City ratepayers who 
jammed a Corporation Commis­
sion site hearing two weeks ago. 
• Sun City rates, the lowest in Ari­
zona, conceivably could jump by 
130 percent under the worst-case 
scenario. The hearing lasted three 
hours. 

"There were no comments in fa­
vor:' commission spokeswoman 
Rebecca Wilder said. 

"It really bothers us," Marv 
Worthen, executive director of the 
Sun .City Taxpayers Association, 
said of consolidation. ''We do not 
think that people who chose to live 
in Anthem should benefit from 
Sun City's situation.'' 

Roger Willis, who chairs An­
them's utilit:ies commission, and 
many other Anthem residents sup­
port consolidation. The commu­
nity has been hit twice with rate in­
creases because of payments due 
for infrastructure. Some residents 
said they are suffering from "rate 
shock." 

Consolidation could lower those . 
Anthem rates by more than 50 per­
cent. 

Willis advised Sun City to con­
sider its own long-term needs, be­
causeArizona American is estimat­
ing that the community will need · 
to upgrade its own system to the 

tune of $25 million. One well the 
company replaced last year had 
been dug in 1948. 

"It's divisive between us and Sun 
City," Willis said. "But we've got 
families that are young and strug­
gling just as much as the Sun City 
folks on fixed incomes." 

The Corporation Commission 
first asked Arizona American to 
draft rate-consolidation scenarios 
in 2008 as a way to stabilize rates, 
increase reliability and achieve ad- . 
ministrative economy. 

Since then, evidence and testi­
mony has flowed through the com­
mission's hearing rooms. A num­
ber of parties have a say, besides 
the ratepayers: staff members for 
the regulatory commission, the 
water company and the state 
agency looking out for the public. 
The administrative judge is likely 
to take the summer to craft a rec­
ommendation, and then the com­
missioners will debate the issue 
and take a final vote. 

If consolidation is approved, the 
new rates could start taking effect 
next year. 

Spokesmen for the commission 
and the water company were re­
luctant to voice opinions because 
the issue is before a judge and the 
rate figures could fluctuate signif­
icantly. 

Even if consolidation falls 
through, Anthem and Sun City res­
idents are still on the hook. Ari­
zona American has requested 
stand-alone rate increases for 
each. 
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Pun1p becon1es source of SCW "\\Tater queries 
KATY O'GRADY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

A long-abandoned water pump is 
gaining renewed a ttention as Sun 
City Wes t investigates its options for 
bringing additional water s upplies to 
the community. 

Jus t what conditio n the pump is in 
and how much it would cost to get it 
working are among ques tions Recre­
a tion Centers or S un City Wrst offi ­
cia ls a re delving into as they examine 
that option a nd several others that 
could provide renewable watrr sourc­
es. 

"It's not jus t whether tl1e pumps 
work or whether the lines are intact. 
11 ·s everything related to that: the 
condition or the water. how to deliver 
it.- said RCSCW General Ma nager 
Mike Whiting. 

The pump is parl of a water deliv­
ery system that Del Webb Corp. gave 
10 the recrea tion centers in Septem­
ber 1998. according to a quit -claim 
deed filed with tile Maricopa County 
l{ecorder's Office . 

That's where tile certainlv ends. 
Although some Sun Ci ty West 

officials believe the pump belongs lo 
the recreation centers. others aren't 
so sure. 

The pump appears lo be in the 
phys ica l possess ion of Arizona ­
American Waler Co. Carolyn Jen­
nings. who heads RCSCW's Water 
Committee. s aid she has s een il al 
Arizona-American's reclamation facil ­
ity near Beardsley Road west of 99th 
Avenue. Piping for the system runs 
from that plant underneath the Agua 
fria River over to El Mirage Road. 
then along Beards ley Road . 

A few years ago. Arizona-American 
bought Citizens Water Resources. 
which was Sun City West's water pro· 
vider at the time or the water system 
transfer. 

J ennings said s he's not sure the 
centers ever owned the pump. and 
s he dbesn·t believe it would be appro­
priate for the governing board to oper­
a te an effluent plant a nyway. Owning_ 
the pipelines is enough. s he said. 

· From wha t I can tel l. the pump 
now belongs to Arizona-American and 
the lines belong to us: s he said. add· 
ing s he has n't been able to verify the 

STEVE CkERNUJOAILY NEWS-SUN 

This is the Arizona-American's reclamation facility near Beardsley Road west of 
99th Avenue. It is the source of several water questions in Sun City West. 

information. "The whole s ituation and 
who does what a nd who owns what is 
very gray: 

Carole Hubbs . a former s tate repre­
sentative and former RCSCW govern­
ing board member who now serves on 
RCSCW's Water Committee. said s he 
does n't believe a pump was ever 
included in the quit-claim deed. 
mean ing it doesn't belong to S un City 
Wes t. 

Whiting. however. said he believes 

the centers owns the whole system. 
including the pump·. 

"Thal was actually done in Del 
Webb's lime. and we ac tually have a 
quit-cla im deed to tha t effect: he 
said. 

Dudley Gibsoti. an RCSCW Water 
Committee member. said he was look­
ing into the pump's ownership. not as 
a committee member but as a private 

See PUMP, A5 ~ ~ 
·JV D 



From Al 

Individual. He served on 
RCSCW's governing board 
from 1998 to 200 I. but said 
the emuent system was never 
an issue until recently. 

Gibson said he, too. 
believes the deed gave the 
recreation centers an pumps 
associated with the effluen t 
system. 

The deed states Del Webb 
granted RCSCW all "right . 
title and interest In and to all 
pipelines . valves. fittings and 
other facilities and equipment 
comprising the non-potable 
water delivery system for Sun 
City West." 

Kevin Tilden, external 
affairs director for Arizona· 
American, said company offi­
cials aren't sure who owns 
the pump. What ls known . 
Tllden said, is the pump Isn't 
operational. but the pipelines 
appear to be "ln reasonably 
good shape." 

"These were used very 
early on and we did not have 
good results With them. we 
think due to the eff1uent 
quality." he said. "They've 
been abandoned for almost 
20 years. at least I 8 years-." 

The system was used at 
one point in an attempt to 
deliver treated effluent to irri­
gate some of the community's 
golf courses. The eff1uent . 
fiowever. wasn't treated as 
thoroughly as it would be 
today. and the nitrates in the 
water encouraged algae 
growth in the irrigation sys­
tem. 

Hubbs said RCSCW used 
to pay for repairs on the 
pump and the piping. but 
she's not sure what shape 
either is in at this point. 

"When they tried it before, 
it was before they had the 
tertiary plant, so It just 
clogged the whole thing up,· 
she said. 

Even With today's tertiary 
treatment plant, lt ts still 
unclear lf the water could be 
used directly on the golf 
courses. 

"There 's just a lot of 
unknowns of how it will affect 
our courses in the future." 
Whiling said . "But just 
because there's a lot of 

questions doesn't mean it's 
not an option." 

Using the effluent directly 
on the courses ts among a 
handful of options betng con­
sidered. with the RCSCW gov­
erning board poised to make 
a decision on one or more 
sources of water in the near 
futu re. Other options include 
using Central }\rlzona Project 
water on the courses. buying 
addi lional groundwater 
pumping rights, or buying 
additional eftluent credits. 
which also allows the com­
rnuni ty to continue using 
groundwater. 

Cost estimates to fix the 
pum p va ry. Tilden said 
Arizona-American estimates 
it would cost about S50,000 
to replace lt. "With the age 
and type of rotary turbine 
used. we think they are not 
repairable or salvageable. so 
they're not usable." he said. 
·we don't have any specs on 
pricing. but probably about 
S50.000 to replace ll." 

Whiting said estimates 
provided by the water com­
pany a couple of years ago 
put the price-tag at about 
S355.000 to get the pump 
operational. 

Gibson said he's heard 
estimates from S500,000 to 
SI million to get the system 
up and running. 

"The question now, of 
course. ls why will it take a 
half a milllon dollars to make 
the sys tern operational again 
when it was working when 
Del Webb turned lt over to 
us." he said. 

Whiting said the governing 
board hasn't yet settled on 
the eftluent system since 
other options are available. If 
the board goes that route. 
though. it wlll have to first 
repair the system just to test 
it to know If it will work. For 
that reason. seven options 
are still being considered. 

.. I'm wide open, and ln fact 
1 am gotng to hire a consult­
ant who is an expert ln all of 
this . He has a lot of experi­
ence in the West Valley with 
this," said Whiting. The cen­
ters also has hired an attor­
ney specializing in water 
Issues to help in its decision . 
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Governor extends· 
sew water permits 
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun Cify West residents 
earned a reprieve from Gov. 
Janet Napolitano when she 
signed a bill Monday extend­
Lng the community's ground­
water pumping permits, 
which are used to Irrigate 
four of Sun City West's seven 
golf courses. 

"'This gives us a chance to 
focus now on securing long­
term solutions for Sun City 
West's water supplies without 
having to compromise for a 
short-term answer," said 
Mike Whiting, general man­
ager of the Recreation Cen­
ters of Sun City West. 

Napolitano signed House 
Bill 2720, Introduced by Rep. 
Tom Boone of Glendale In 
February In an effort to 
extend the 20-year General 
Industrial Use permits, which 
otherwise would have expired 
In August. The bill was writ­
ten by former state represen­
tative Carole Hubbs of Sun 
City West, who serves on the 
Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West's Water Committee. 

Whiting said although the 
bill allows the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City West to 
use Its water permits through 
December 2012, Rec Centers 
officials plan to continue pur­
s u Ing renewable water 
sources to secure the com­
munity's future beyond 2012. 

."'This doesn't mean we've 
found a permanent solution," 
he said. "It's Just one of many 
ways we're going to make 
sure Sun City West has 
enough water to sustain Itself 

for decades to come." 
One attractive possibility 

for brtng1ng renewable water 
to Sun City West Is Colorado 
River water piped Ln through 
the Central Arizona Project 
canal. A Maricopa County 
Superior Court judge recently 
ruled on a lawsuit that wlll 
enable Sun City West and 
Sun City to team up on 
building a pipeline to bring 
CAP water from the canal to 
the Sun Cities' golf courses. 

"We're hoplng all the legal 
battles are finally over and we 
can move forward on using 
CAP water on the golf courses 

· to help preserve· the aquifer," 
said Whiting. 

Hubbs said the Arizona 
Department of Water 
Resources fully supported 
House Bill 2720 In large part 
-because It encourages con­
struction of the pipellne to 
allow the use of CAP water In 
the Sun Cities, which now 
rely wholly on groundwater. 

"This Is · something that 
was always about the aqui­
fer, " said Hubbs. "It's just 
simply being stewards of the 
land and helping to avoid 
subsidence.· 

Subsidence occurs when 
the ground collapses as too 
much water Is pulled from 
the aquifer. 

Along. with extending the 
permits, the new law also 
changes deadlines for when 
the CAP pipeline must be 
bull!; that was necessary 
because the pipeline's con­
struction was held up In the 
legal battle. 
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A green light for the CAP pipeline? 
By Marianne Sikler 

In the years-o ld, ongoing battle 
to have Sun C ity res idents vote 
o n the water issue, a March 29 
ruling handed down by Maricopa 
County Supe rior Court Judge 
Jonathan Schwartz ruled against 
that possibility. /\ suit filed by 
Sun C ity res idents a lleged the 
Recreation Centers o f Sun City 
Board ente red into a water ex­
change contract in conjunction 
with the constructio n o f a C AP 
water pipeline that turned over its 
grandfathered water rights to the 
water company without an affir­
mative vote of its membership. 

A n earlie r Court of Appeals 
ruled tha t water as an asse t was 
being conveyed under the water _ 
exchange agreement., and that the 
86-year exchange agreemen t 
constituted a contract tha t had 
worth. The case was remanded 
back to the Su perior Cour·t to 
determine the extent of the asset's 
value. Under Sun C ity's Articles 
of Incorporation, an asset with a 
value of $50,000 or more would 

. require an aAirmativc vote of the 
membership to be conveyed by 
contract. 

Reactions to the recent decision 

we re m ixcd, a nd rai sed more 
questions than answers. 

Keith Larson, project manager 
of Arizona American Wa te r 
Company (A Z AM) sa id the 
water company is pleased with 
the decision, and intends to go 
ahead with the construction of a 
pipeline to de liver CAP water to 
the S un C iti es. At this po int , 
Larson said AZ AM was "wait­
ing fo r the appeal window to 
c lose" before proceeding with the 
project, which he thought had a 
filing d eadline of mid - May. 
"Until that happens, we're just in 
a wai t mode," h e sa id . "Of 
course if they ( the S un.Ci ty 
plaintiffs) decide to appeal, the 
coun proceedings could continue 
for a while." 

Preparing to continue with con­
structio n of the pipel in'e would 
include a right-of-way study that 
would be part o f the project im­
plementation, but Larson said he 
didn't anticipate any probl em s 
with that. 

According to Ray Dare, past 
president of the Sun C ity Tax­
payers Association (SCT/\), any 
rig ht-of-way permissio n would 
a lso have to come from the rail-

V r' 
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road, since Sun City golf courses 
earmarked to receive the CAP 
water lie south of Grand Avenue. 

T he Northern area has seen 
rapid development over the past 
several years that has put more 
obstacles in any proposed path­
way South from Lake Pleasant. 
Originally proposed as a regional 

project, most cities or develop­
ments planned or underway in 
the acs ig na ted area have since 
made their own arrangements for 
a water supply--eithe r planning 
or b~jlding water treatment plants 
to recycle wastewater, or turning 
to the state's Hieroglyphic Moun­
tain and Agua Fria recharge facil­
ities to g uarnntee the ir needs. 

RCSC W Ge n . M gr. Mike 
Whiting views the court decision 
as putting the pipe li ne back in 
play, and if not challenged, gives 
Sun City West the opportunity to 
reconsider tha t opti o n. " It isn't 
that we'I I select that o ption, but 
it's a good option and we need to 
reconsider it," he said . "We need 
more infonnation about what that 
rncans, how much it will cost to 
bring it (CAP water) down, and 
what a new (cost) estimate would 
be l<)r that pipeline." 

Whiting sa id irthe origi na l 
pipdim: plan wen: to happen, it 
wuuk.l have to be a coopcrntive 

nn .&., ... ,., 

effort between Sun City and Sun 
C ity West, since neither commu­
nity could afford to pay it on 
their own, even with the water 
company doing the construction. 

There's a question of whether 
the Rec Centers would bear any 
direct costs for the pipeline, since 
delivery o f the CAP water was 
being directed to a community 
asset-the golf courses-and not 
to homes for res idential use . 
Whiting said he tho ught tha t 
would have to be a Board deci-
sion. . 

Whiting said he realizes the 
pipeline has to be re designed , 
and has spoken with som eone 
who did the original design. He 
s ta ted the water company has 
agreed to split the cost of design 
with Sun City West. It's unclear 
whether internal Sun City West 
modifications, or overall desig n 
costs are involved, and whether 

See Green Light, f'age J 
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Sun City would also be obligated 
to pay for any design costs. 

The original Preliminary En­
gineering Report was contrncted 
and submitted to the Ari zona 
Corporation Commission by the 
supplier, Citizens (now Arizona 
American) Water Company. 

At a recent Water Committee 
meeting, Dudley Gibson said , 
according to his 1nterpretation of 
the operating agreement., the wa­
ter company was responsible for 
making any necessary modifica­
tions needed lo bring the delivery 
system into ope~tion. Once in 
operation, Sun City West's finan­
c ia I responsibility would then 
include any treatment, operating, 
and subsequent major repair 
costs to the system. 

An exchange agreement con­
veys Sun C it y We s t' s 
grandfathered groundwater rights 
lo the water company as a trade 
off for receiving 2,372 acre feet 
of CAP water to be del ivered to 
the golf courses. An acre foot of 
-w:ater is equal to 325,851 gallons. 

Gibson sa id the agreement 
g ives the water co mpany the 
ri ght to aud it and reassess the 
charge every four years. I le fur­
ther stated continued ground wa-

ter pumping would be necessary 
to dilute and leech the high salt 
content of the CAP water being 
applied to the golf courses. 

Reply ing to Gibson' s state­
ments , Whiting said the 80% 
charges represented a delivery 
cost, not the cost of CAP water. 
He said electrical pumping costs 
would have to be paid in addi­
tion. 

By way of background. former 
Gen. Mgr. Anderson-Wyckoff 
had a lso q uestioned the 80% 
charges that were to be based on 
we ll pumping costs. In a Sep­
tember 2000 assessment letter to . 
the RCSCW Governing Board, 
Anderson-Wyckoff raised con­
cerns over distribution costs that 
he thought could increase well 
beyond any projected 20% cost 
savings. 

Larry Spitz, chairman of the 
Plaintiff's Committee of residents 
that filed suit agai nst their Rec 
Centers board, said the group is 
disappointed over the court ruling 
which they regard as a wrong 
decision for many reac;ons. He 
didn't confinn the group would 
fi le an a ppea l. bu t sa id they 
p la nned to mee t th is week to 
~1udy options. 
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MOI.UE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sidney, a boxer mix owned by LeRoy Wente, watches the 
goings on in his Sun City West neighborship where a water 
well is being drilled. 

Weather .delays and a few complaints 
aside, all's well in .Sun City West 

KATY O'GRADY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

In the quiet little cul-de-sac of Daisy Court, 
where there's little activity outside the well­
maintained homes. a mass of machinery has 
set up shop. 

With a drilling rig alone weighing 90,000 
pounds, the cumbersome equipment Is cap­
ping an old, worn out water well and digging a 
new one to keep groundwater flowing to Sun 
City West residents. 

"The old well was drilled in 1946. It did 
pretty well." said Mike Domanico, an engineer 
with Manera Inc., a Paradise Valley consulting 
company contracted by Arizona-American 
Water Co. to head the project. "Anytime you 
can build anything that'll las t you 50 years, 
you've done pretty well." 

The old well s its only about 50 feet from 
where the new well is being drilled inside a 
fenced area, making for a tight fit for all the 
equipment. Manera has contracted with WDC 
Exploration and Wells to drill the new well 
and perform a ll accompanying water and well 
testing. 

Work originally was set lo begin Feb. 15. 
but s tarted about a week ago and is sched­
uled to las t about 45 days. 

"We had a lot of weather delays just due lo 
the fact we couldn't get the equ ipment off the 
other job s ites." Domanico s aid. 

The equipment Includes the 90,000 pound 
drilling rig, which is on Its maiden project. 

"We had to go around and scratch It with a 
screwdriver just so it didn't look so new." 

Domanico said. 
The equipment has drawn a lot of attention 

from curious neighbors. he said. but the indi­
viduals he's spoken with have been under­
s tanding about the noise. Sound walls were 
installed around the s ite before work began. 

'"This rig is very quiet. It's state of the art, .. 
he said. "It's an extremely quiet job as far as 
we can possibly do il. '" 

But Bob Jones, PORA's director in charge 
of water , roads. traffic and safety. said he has 
received some complaints from residents on 
Stonebrook Drive, which is on the other side 
of the well. "These people were complaining 
abou t noise and vibration from the well." he 
said. 

Jones said he has contacted the contractor 
and advised them they may wan t to purchase 
a seismic monitor lo gauge the noise levels. 

LeRoy Wente, whose home abuts the well 
s ite. said he hasn't been disturbed by the 
drilling. 

"I t's noisy, but it doesn't bother me." he 
said. 

Once the project is in fu ll gear, the drill will 
be working 24 hours a day. seven days a 
week. Domanico said . 

The wells are localed al the end of Daisy 
Court, just off Spanish Garden Drive between 
R.H. Johnson and Camino del Sol boulevards. 
Covenant Presbyterian Church lies on the 
opposite s ide of Spanish Garden. 

Domanico said his crew does soil sampling 
every 10 feet and water sampling every 200 
feel lo ensure the quality of the well and the 
waler. 
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AA W to drill replacement well in SCW; 
Arizona-American Water 

(AA W) will be replacing their 
well located on the vacant lot at 
the end of Daisy Court. This re­
placement is required because the 
original well, acquired by Del 
Webb when the property was 
purchased, has a collapsed-casing 
failure which prevents its produc­
tion of water. 

A rotary drilling rig, owned by 
WDC Exploration and Wells 
(WDC), the contracted driller, is 
expected to be on location about 
Feb. 15 . The first work WDC 
will perform is the plugging and 
abandonment of the collapsed­
casing well. This work will be 
done on weekdays between 7 
am. and 5 p.m. Actual dnlhng ot 
the new well will commence 
when the old well is plugged. 
Drill ing the new well will be 
done on a 24 hour-seven day per 
week schedule. All work on the 
new well is projected to be com­
pleted by the end of April, 2005. 

The drilling operation will be 
supported by four dwnp trucks, a 
fuel truck, three supply trucks 
and three crew trucks per 12 
hour shift. In addition , water 
from the dri lling operation will 
be piped down Daisy Court to 

Spanish Garden where it will 
enter the road storm drain sys­
tem, which is a paved invert. It 
will flow down Spanish Garden 
to a drainage canal located be­
t ween Bob White and Lasso 
Drives. 

AA W has secured the neces­
sary perm its from regulatory 
agencies to do this work. All land 
owners directly impacted by this 
work on Daisy Court, Spanish 
Garden, Hyacinth Drive, Azurite 
Drive and Bob White Drive will 
be contacted by AA W with a 
written explanation of the work. 

sew 
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Sun City 
West hits 
lost water 
pump site 
KATY O'GRADY 
DAILY NEWS-SUM . 

Sun City West continues 
to Investigate renewable 
sources of water, but at least 
one question has be"e'n 
resolved. 

Centers officials have veri­
fied the location of long­
abandoned water pumps they 
might consider using again. 
Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West General Manager 
Mike Whiting said the pump 
is at Arizona-American Water 
Co.'s Northwest Valley 
Regional Water Reclamation 
facility near Beardsley Road 
west of 99th Avenue. 

"The lost pumps are no 
longer lost. They're there," he 
told RCSCW Water Commit­
tee members Tuesday. 

Whiting and Todd Patty, 
RCSCW's environmental ser­
vices manager, managed to 
snag photos of the pumps. 
but only after haggling with 
Arizona-American employees 
at the facili ty who didn't want 
any pictures taken. 

"Their concern is really 
terrorism." Whiting said. 

The pictures show the 
pumps' existence, but not 
their condition . That would 
have to be determined if the 
centers' decides to use them 
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to run treated effluent back 
to the community's golf 
courses. · 

In addition, Whiting esti­
mates two new pumps and a 
well would have to be built 
depending on which water 
options the center chooses . 
And If effiuent Is used, the 
centers must determine what 
effect It will have on the golf 
courses since it contains 
higher salt and mineral con ­
tent. 

"I'm not convinced direct 
delivery of effiuent is the way 
to go,· Whiting said, adding 
effiuent will seep back Into 
the groundwater supply. 
"What happens to that water 
source In 30 years? There's a 
lot of pharmaceuticals In that 
water that weren't there 
before.· 

Along with treated effiuent. 
other options • Include using 
Central Arizona Project water, 
which comes from the Colo­
rado River through a canal 
running from Lake Havasu to 
an area beyond Tucson. 

Committee member J.B. 
Wyckoff said he believes a 
combination of effiuent and 
CAP water would make Sun 
City West "virtually water 

Independent.· 
Committee members dis­

cussed whether Arizona­
American or Pulte Homes, 
which bought Del Webb 
Corp.. should help RCSCW 
pay the cost of buildtng addi­
tional pumps or repalrtng Its 
old ones. · 

"I thtnk It's both Webb's 
and the water company's 
responsibility to give us what 
we need and they haven't 
provided," said committee 
member Bob Jones. 

· Whittng said ·the commit­
tee should focus on finding a 
solution before worktng out 
details on financial responsi­
bility. 

"You seem to ·be· villfytng 
the water company. No mat­
ter what option we select, 
we're going to have to work 
with the water company," he 
said. "I thtnk we ought to 
thtnk about how we work 
together to get the job done. I 
think who does what and 
who pays for what ts second­
ary." 

The latter tnvolves legal 
matters that can be Ironed 
out later, he said. 

Committee Chairman Car­
olyn Jennings said she 
believes the committee ·ought 
to be motivated by 

WATER sew 

self-Interest for the recreauon 
cen ters. We don't mean to 
denigrate the water com pa • 
ny." 

Committee member Dud· 
ley Gibson also suggested the 
committee determtne where 
the easements are ·for water 
ltnes owned but not currentlv 
used by the cen ters. The 
pipes could be punctured 
durtng construction planned 
throughout the region , with 
Sun City West officials not 
discovering the damage for 
years. 

The lack of Information on 
easements brought up 
another struggle the commit · 
tee faces -- lack of back­
ground material and records 
from preytous committee and 
board members. 

"We ' re cons tantl y In 
change." said Jennings . ·\t 's 
unfortunate that we don't 
have archives for many of our 
committees, with water the 
most Important, I thtnk. • 

The water commtttee·s 
next meettng Is 9 a .m. March 
1 In the governing board 
room of the centers' adminis· 
trattve offices. 19803 R.H. 
Johnson Boulevard. 

Kac y O 'Grady may be 
reached ac 876-2514 or 
kogrady@azcrib.com. 



DAILY NEWS-SUN WEDNESDAY. FEB. 2. 2005 

Sun City West ponds a popular snack 
Animals cause 
seepage with 
steady shore 
chewing 
KATY O'GRADY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

One nip at a time. Sun City 
West's wildlife is taking its toll on 
the community's lakes. 

The Recrea tion Centers of Sun 
City West's golf course ponds 
have been losing water to seep­
age In areas eroded by ducks, 
geese and other wildlife chewing 
away a t the s hores . 

Todd Pally, the centers· envi­
ronmental services manager, said 
centers s taff had been looking 
Into dropping levels a t the lakes 
to determine where the water 
was going. The major problem 

appears to be the erosion a t the 
top severa l feet of the lakes 
rather than the lakes' lining far­
ther down, which still seems to 
be holding up. 

"We get tha t real quick drop­
off and then they're leveling off.· 
he said . "Some of the Irrigation 
heads a re in the water now 
instead of the turf, so tha t gives 
you an idea of how much lake 
s hore we've los t." 

At the 12th hole of Echo Mesa 
Golf Course, for example, Pa tty 
estimates the center Is los ing 
about 20 acre-feet of water a year 
due to the erosion. 

One acre-foot ls 325,851 gal­
lons , or about enough to supply a 
family of fou r for a year. 

Sun City recently reported 
problems with its lake linings. 
but Sun City West's liners. which 
use a vegeta ble-based coating 
called ESS- 13, s till have a t least 
a decade of wear and tear left In 
them. 

From 11 

Patty said centers · s ta ff origina lly 
though t the linings were made of Bento­
nlte. so any cost es timates included in 
the recently completed asse t study 
would be !lawed. 

"They had the wrong information ." 
sa id-committee Chair Carolyn J ennings. 

Whiting said once s ta ff determines 
how to address the probiem over the 
long haul. money can be set aside in the 
budget over a period of years to handle 
the cos t. The most da maged lakes wtll be 
repa ired fi rs t. 

According to Seepage Control 
Inc., which manufactures the 
Environmental Soil Sealant for­
mula, ESS-13 can be added to 
lakes tha t are full or empty, and 
the formula is considered perma­
nent. Traditional liners such as 
Bentonite last about 20 to 25 
years. 

To repair the c:10ded sections. 
centers s taff could add ESS-13 to 
the upper sections of the lakes 
and build reta ining waJls, but no 
decis ion has been made yet. 

"It's a long-term problem. It's 
good news that we probably have 
l O or 15 years left on these lin­
ers ," said RCSCW Genera l Man­
ager Mike Whiting. 

Members of RCSCW's Water 
Committee questioned a t Tues­
day's committee meeting how 
much it would cost to replace or 
repa ir the lakes' linings. 
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Echo Mesa Golf Course superintendent Greg Williams said the sides of the pond on 
the 12th hole are eroding from wind whipping the water for 20 years. Water is 
seeping out of the sides where the edges and bottom dirt haven't been treated. 

'That rain water all runs off 
and it goes to Corte Bella. I 
don't know what they're 
doing with it.' 

Todd Patty 
environmental services manager 

"We'll do th is in a sys tematic way," he 
sa id. 

The centers Is in the process of trying 
to secure new water supplies while con­
serving where it can. so a ll a reas of 

wa ter use a re being Investigated. 
On a pos itive note, Patty said the s ta ff 

has found a way to recover excess water 
from Echo Mesa's back nine, which usu­
ally flood when It ra tns . 

"That ra in water all runs off and it 
goes to Corte Bella. I don 't know what 
they're dotng with It. · he said. 

Pumping the extra wa ter and s toring 
it In another area not only saves the 
wa ter but a llows Echo Mesa 's back nine 
to remain open after heavy ra ins. 

"So we get the revenue and we get to 
bank the water tha t normally would be 
running over to Corte Bella.· he said. 
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Residents hear about water'at 'Backyard' Meeting 
General manager gives res idents first This option would be subject !O 

f availability of CAP water. It 
glimpse O options menu could have a negative impact on 
By Mari,anne Sikler agreement with the water com- landscaping due to its high total 

Mike Whiting, general man- pany to purchase additional eff1u- solids content, could necessitate 
ager of the RCSCW, took his ent. Effluent could be used in some groundwater pumping, aml 
"water'' presentation to the Back- two ways: direct delivery,to the would require a resizing of the 
yard meeting last week. Before golfcourses, oras "paper" credits internal golf course piping sys­
an audience that filled the R. H. against the pumping of ground- tern. 
Johnson Social Hall, Whiting laid water. Direct delivery would Whiting referred only general I) 
out options available for meeting involve costs of $150 an acre :to estimated costs, which ma, 
the shortage of water resources foot/year, plus upfront capital have been underestimated \,\,ith 
faced by the community due to costs of some $500,000 to bring this option since they appear to 
the expiration of General lndu- the effluent into the community. be based on I 998 cost estimates 
stria! Use (GI U) permits used to The purchase or effluent credits associated with- the original pre-
irrigate four of its golf courses. would allow treated wastewater liminary pipeline engineering 

As a prelude to listing the op- from the plant to be recharged plan now in litigation. The ori­
tions, Whiting presented an over- back into the aquifer. o capital ginal plan was to bring CAP 
view of the community's avail- costs would be needed with this water down from J..;ake Pleasant 
able resources. Each of the sev- option, since treated water would to both Sun Cities-an option 
en golf courses is served by a go directly from settlement ponds too expensive for Sun City West 
well. In addition to the four ex- al ready in place, back into the to pay for on its own. 
piring GIU permits, the commu- aquifer. Sun City West would Another option briefly dis­
nity owns three Type I, and one continue to pump groundwater cussed by Whiting was the pur­
l) pe II grandfathered water against the credits. chase or lease of Type II water 
rights which are permanent under Both effluent options would be rights. Of the two options, pur-
state law. a permanent solution. The direct chasing rights would be prefera-

Also avrulable to the commtmi- delivery is considered more envi- ble as a permanent solution, at an 
· ty is 1,000 acre feet of effluent ronmental-friendly. Cost is .sub-- estimated cost of$ I mi lli on. 

credits. The effluent is derived ject to escalation. Operational The water rights would become 
from wastewater generated in costs would be high due to the a company asset and increase in 
Sun City West , treated at the high salinity content of effluent value over time. Operati ons 
Arizona American Water Com- and its impact o n golf course would remain unchanged as Sun 
pany (AZ-AM) treatment plant, grass and plantings. Groundwa- City West continues pumping ib 
and released into the aquifer. ter pumping would still be need- own water. 
The effluent credits are charged ed to dilute its salts. Whiting attempted to answer a 
against groundwater pumping at The CAP pipe Ii n e, or wide range of questions. Water 
the Deer Valley and Desert Trails Beardsley option, represents the committee members took the 
golf courses. highest cost. It would bring CAP opportunity to put forth their per-

Whiting said the community water directly into the communi- sonal views on the water issue. 
consumed a total of I 0,653 acre ty from the West Side, and re- Carolyn Jennings wants Sun Cit) 
feet, or 3.4 billion gallons of quire infrastructure costs ro·r a West to appeal to altruism , and 
groundwater last year for all its pipeline to deliver the CAP Wa- focus on using effiuent or CAP 
needs. Of that, 6,849 acre feet, ter. The water company would ,water as a replenishment source. 
or 64% was used for domestic front capital costs, which would Bob Jones only prefers the option, 
use. The recreation centers facil- then be passed on to ratepayers. that "will get us off the pump." 
ities used 182 acre feet, or 2.6% There was some confusion Harvey Lorenz expressed con­
of that amount. Golf course irri- over costs with this option. In cem about "fugitive" water run­
gation accounted for 3,804 acre answer to a question posed by off Tom Cook urged condo and 
feet, or 36%. An acre foot of Dudley Gibson, it was acknowl- homeowners association mem­
\\ater is equal to 325,851 gallons. edged that pursuant to the origi- bers to attend a series of p ro -

The Gl lJ rermits that need to nal pipeline agreement, the Rec. grams he's planning, to demon­
be replaced represent 25% of the Centers woutd pay to the water strate ways water can be con­
amount of water needed to irri- company a charge per acre foot served. 
gate the golf courses. • of water received in an amount Some of the associatrtlns arc 

Suggested alternative replc)ee- equal to 80% of the power costs already coming up with conser­
ment sources include the use of for pumping groundwater, billed vation programs. According to 
Central Arizona Project (CAP) monthly, and ratepayer:.s would attendee Bob Gottlieb, hi s Ter­
water, effluent or the purchase or pay 20% through rates. The race West association is picking 
lease of additional water rights. agreement also calls for periodic See 'Backyard' Meeting, 

Sun City West has an efthient cost adjustments. - page 2 

sew 



, 1p th..: co:-.t ltlr members to con­
' crt I rllm 1.'. r.ls:, to <ll'sert land­
:-,c.ip111~. ll1c as::>lKiation ha:-, 82 
110111..::, and to Jatc, 5-l have con­
' ened to des..:n landscaping. The 
landscaper charges $300 for con­
wrt ing 500 sq. tl .. and $500 for 
larger areas. 

Ch..: prcgmrn h<.LS been in dfoct 
since 1002, and members have 
wni l Dl·cernber 2005 to opt into 
it. I he a~soc iation expects to 
br..: a~ ..:ven fo r its costs within 
thn:l· > cars J uc to the sa, ings in 
\\all.: r costs. especially in vie,, of 
till.: , , at..:r rate increases recently 
put 111to dkct. 

A re~1Jent commented on the 
18 I t. ~ub~ idl'nce around Luke 
,\ ir l·urce b t1 :-...: . .:i uest ioning if 
'-, ufl l I t) \ , <.: :, l ralCS ~uch an 
lh.:CLIITL'i1C<.: . 

I hL' \ubsiJcnce at Luke is an 
t':-.t rao rdinary ~it uat ion confined 
tu that area. It can be traced to 
tli..: \ tunon Salt Com pan) . which 
1:, ~ulutin11 1111 111 11g and has been 
pu111r1ng. under grand fathered 
\\atcr ri ghts to live wdls since 
1987. Its huge salt caverns pcr­
mt·:1 tc tht' area . The company 
u:-.;;s 71-l acre lt:L'l. ur 232 mill ion 
g,tll,..>n:, lll. ,, ater per) ear. T he 
,, ell:, are dr ill ed to 3,000 and 
-l ,U00 kct. and pump 700 gallons 
p..:r minute during operation. 

Luke is situated over l 4 or the 
company's 450-acrc fac il it) . Its 
subsidence has since been lev­
eled off and ceased through the 
efforts of the Corps of Engineers 
to reshape the area around the 
base and build a golf course as a 
holding pond for drainage. 

It can safely be said Sun City 
West will never face the kind or 
subsidence experienced by I ,uke. 

Refe rring to the increase of 
new developments, another resi­
dent questioned Sun City West 
discontinuing its pumping "while 
somebody else out there is doing 
it." 

Whiting said any new commu­
nity that comes on line has to 
have a replenishment source to 
replace the water it pumps out of 
the ground. 

He said subsidence has to be 
put into perspective. The GI Us 
that have to be replaced represent 
only 9% of the total water used 
in Sun City West- an amount 
that wouldn't have much impact 
on subsidence. 

Whiting intends to carry hi s 
message on the water issued 
throughout the co mmuni­
ty- preferably speaking to small­
er groups whe re it's eas ie r to 
communicate more individually 
,..vith people. 
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General manager sizes up 
SCW community's water needs 
.Costs to secure adequate water supply to hit residents in the pocketbook 

J 

By Marianne Sikler 
Gen. Mgr. Mike Whiting laid 

out some straight taik at the 
RCSCW Water Committee 
meeting last week, concerning 
the water situation in Sun City 
West. 

Whiting referred to the expira­
tion in August 2005 of temporary 
permits used to irrigate four of 
the community's golf courses as 
being the most critical issue fac­
ing the community. Extension of 
the permits out to 2012 is tied to 
legislation enacted as part of a 
pipeline proposal to bring Central 
Arizona Project (CAP) water to 
the Sun Cities-currently in-

the advantages and disadvantage~, 
of each. All alternatives li~ted 
will prove costly to residents in 
varying amounts for water and/or 
capital costs. 

Suggested water resource alter­
natives include: 

I. Purchase of grandfathered 
"Type 2 water rights. In this 
case rights are purchased from 
someone who now holds Type 2 
rights. This purchase would en­
able Sun City West to keep 
pumping groundwater, while 
wells are being turned off else­
where. Advantages: A perma­
nent solution. Rights become a 
legal Rec. Center asset with the 
potential to increase in value. 
Uninterrupted operating proce­
dures. Disadvantages: All pur­
chase costs upfront. Considered 
environmentally unfriendly to 
continue pwnping groundwater. 

2. Leasing grandfathered Type 
2 groundwater rights. This op­
ti o n would provjde Sun City 
West with the ability to continue 
pumping groundwater on a tem­
porary basis. Advantages: Unin-

valved in a lawsuit filed by Sun 
City residents over a water ex­
change agreement in connection 
with it. 

Whiting feels Sun City West 
can no longer delay a decision 
for a ready alternative. "Our 
time has run out, basically," he . 
said, referring to a potential 
shortfall of water resources need~ 
ed to irrigate all the community's 
golf courses. 

In a power point presentation, 
Whiting gave an extensive over­
view of Sun City West's water 
usage, and outlined a variety of 
options available to the commu­
nity to meet its future water 

ierrupted operating procedures. 
Represents second lowest water 
costs, and lowest cost for an in­
terim solution until permanent 
source is established. Disadvan­
tages: No assurance of long term 
availability, and rates subject to 
escalation as. value of water 
rights increases. 

3. The use of effiuent. This 
option would bring treated 
wastewater back to Sun City 
West for use on golf courses. 
Advantages: Represents a perma­
nent solution. Agreement to de­
liver treated effiuent already in 
place. Mid-range pay as you go 
costs. Regulatory agencies prefer 
its use in lieu of groundwater 
pumping. Considered environ­
mental ly~friend ly. Can be in 
place in 2005. 

Disadvantages: Problem of 
high salinity. Can impact golf 
courses, present operation and 
maintenance problems. Costs 
estimated to increase approxi­
mately 1

1 

.5% year. Federal gov-

See SCW water, 
Page 2 

needs. 
Whiting first defined current 

needs and usage. Total Sun City 
West groundwater use was stated 
as 10,653 acre feet, or 3.4 billion 
gallons of groundwater per year. 
Of that, the Rec. Cent,ers use 
about 182 acre feet of water, or 
2.6%, to meet the needs of the 
community's recreational facili­
ties. 

In 2004, Sun City West ex­
pects to use 3,804 acre feet of 
groundwater on its golf courses, 
compared to an average 6,849 
acre feet of water conswned for 
domestic• use. An acre foot of 
water is ~ual to 325,851 gallons, 

1.·111111c1ll can add to ctists b) sct-
1111~ 111ure restrict ions on man­
;i~111);!. ~,lit nJ11tc11t. :Vllldcratc, but 
up1'rl 1 111 l.';1pi ta! cust~ . \\ oulJ 
1,qu1r, .!.IJ11iun.tl grm111d\\cllc1· 
pu111p111g tu Jilutc and leech Ilk' 
c·lkct oi' 'iUII Oil golr courses. 

➔. l'urchasing additional cttlu­
..:11t cr..:di ts. With this option Sun 
l'tt\ \\..:st could continue to use 
:-!J\1un,h1 ater. chargmg it against 
\\,Iler ·0m pan) 's production or 
t1\·,1t1.'d 1\ aste1, atcr .1\d , ai1tagcs: 
1·:i'llucnt agreement al ready in 
place anJ hcing used in Sun City 
\l,'1.'\ I J>c,rnanent solution. Op-
1.·1.11111~ p1ucnlurc'> re111ain un ­
l·lu11~_,-J l\1, :1s) ou go, 111 id­
u11g1.·;, c·,1rl;, cush. The cllluelll 
\1ould he added to recharge facil­
i1,..:-,. 111lt dcli,e,·cd. Disadvantag­
e·~ lb11.·:-i ~ubjcc1 10 increases. 

5 IZ1.·1.·..:i1 i'n>! C1.·11tral :-\ri1.011a 
ll1•u11..'l'l (C.\ lt) \\Ul1.'r from the 
lk,1rd'>k) Canal. This uption 
\\Oulcl allo\1 Sun Cit, Wes t to 
1.·01111cc1 11 ith the can~I alrcacll 
dc•l111.T111g C1\P 11,ll~r li·om l.ak~ 
l'k.1.,,1111 IP l:m11L'1'> in Suuth\\eSt 
\1·11ll11:.i ,\th antagcs '.\u addi-

11011:il 1.·us1~ f'ur \\<Iler; alreat.ll 
paid l(>r b) Sun Cit, West ratc­
Pd_' 1.·1·:, Cari ta! COS,IS \\ ould be 
p:11J l111 bl r,lll'p.t)1.Ts. Perina­
: I l' 11 I "l I , I I I \ l 11 I { l' p I , '.-. C ll lS I h l' 
llllh 11-1hk upt ,011 1h,11 kl·1.·ps Sun 
l I I I \\ . c· '> I I./' U 111 p LI Ill p i 11 g 
.:'rnun,h,<11cr. l'on'.-.idcrcd em i­
n111mc·11t.tll: -li-11.·ndl) !)1smh an-
1-t:2c·, ( .1pi1,il Ubh high :'\-.'1.'d 
1,, 1.··.1.1hl1,h .1 pumr co11111.·c1iu11 

or enough water to supply 2- lf. 
Sun City West homes for on, 
year. 

At present, Sun City West i 
being served by three kinds o 
water resources : General lndu 
strial Use (GIU) permits, Grand 
fathered Type I and Type 2 wa 
ter rights, and effluent rights use. 
for two Sun City We st got 
courses. At issue are the expir 
ing GIU rights that has sparke, 
the necessity for acquiring alter 
native water resources as thei 
replacement. The G!Us repre 
sent 9°/o of all water used in Su 
City West. 

Whiting's presentation ident· 
fled a menu of alternatives avai 
able to the community to met 
tl,e projected 9°/o shortfall, listin 

Presen t .:'d l l 1.·uur:-,,· 1'1.!,:;',11 

'>) :-,tern not :idequ:ite 1,i t,.1:1-l\ 
Cc111't be in rl:ll C hi \,,,.., . , 
2005. . 

6 .·\ Cr\!' p1pel1nc irnr,: I ,t-.. 
Pleasant d :rec th 111 'l .. : l .1 
\\1.!st. r\thunt:ige, '-u 11,1tL· 
cost; al read) paid for 1n 1, Jt1.· 
rates . Permanent Solution l or 
sidercd em ironment.al h -li-1,11,!h 
Subject to appro, a I 0·1 •\ ,. 10!1 

Corporation Comm,ss:un [);, 
adv1:1ntages Capit1:1 l en,,, th 
highest. Could be subj1:c'. :1.1 k 
gal challenge. Substant ial -:1ht 1 

S u n C i l , We, l 110 i n t! i : :i! 1 , 111. 
Ccu1't lX' ·111 place -b: 20\J~ 

7. 13U) ing \\UtCr !Tulll •\;· /u:l 

Amc1ican \.\ ater C0mp<l.!11 \,: 
\·antages: lmmediat1.' s1il .,: ur 
l\o purchase 1lf\\atcr :ts!h,, ,1.· 
quired. 'w L::.ip11.al cusb l~ .. c·1 .~ ! 
pl:.ice: ,,ould in tact tx: pum,,1:1 
the commw1it, ·, v\\ll «ru •. 11-: .,.: 

ter). Cou ld represent 1x·nn.u1c•r 
sol ution. Pa) as ;,Ou !:?O [),<1~ 

, a11tag1:s- \\'ater cost h,1<h1.·,1. .1 

to four time) the am vL~'l: ,, · .1 

other op11on, Rate) ,·,, .. . ,1 : :' 

i.: re a.-,e . 

\.\'h1ting has n1alle the p1\·<:· .. , 
1ion 10 the RCS(\\ Bua:\.: ;, r ,L 

con~ideration Res1J, n:, ., 1. 
karn more deta il s J! lJ l)1.•"•::1. 
ti.di;, inl<.)rmeJ :itXJlfl 1hv .,:1,·111,! 
1i1cs anJ CO)b throu:.:n .1 "::·.,·,, 

rubli c sc,, roll ) \\ h;ldl!.' ,1::,-!h! 
lO make throughout th/c·,,:', .,, ,. 
ni t), staning \\ ith u Rc1.· l c· :;11.·1' 
llR Comrnll11.'e "13a1. ~, .:r _: , ,·, 
,ll)n llll J,Hl 8 . 
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Water decisions loom in Sun City West 
KATY O'GRADY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Most eve ry S un C ity 
Wes ter knows water is In 
short s upply in the desert, 

_but soon they'll learn how _ 
their governing board intends 
to ensure their community · 
has enough of the precious 
resource. 

Recreation Centers of Sun 
Cily West directors likely will 
choose from· a lis t of seven 
options s ugges ted by General 
Manager Mike Whiting lo 
add ress the community's 
future water needs. All of the 
s ugges tions wlll affect resi­
dents' pocketbooks to varying 
degrees. 

Whiting said he intends to 

present the options to_ the 
community in a few weeks. 
and he hopes to continue pre­
senting it to golfing groups 
and others who are interested 
In order to educate as many 
res idents as poss ible before 
the board makes a decis ion. 

·our most critical Issue I 
think is water right now," 
Whiting told the RCSCW 
Water Committee on Tuesday 
during a presentation outlin­
ing the problems and options. 
"Our time has run out basi­
cally.· 

The major problem facing 
Sun City West Is that Its abil­
ity to pump groundwater to 
Irrigate four of Its seven golf 
courses may be cut off In 
Augus t with the expiration of 

Its 25-year General Industrial 
Use permits. 

The permits will be 
extended until 2012 if a pipe­
line Is built to bring Central 
Arizona Project water to Sun 
City West and Sun City. That 
project. however. Is tied up in 
a lawsuit involvtng the Recre­
ation Centers of Sun City that 
isn't scheduled to go to court 
until March. The lawsuit's 
outcome could mean an end 
to the pipeline project. and 
therefore an end to the per­
mits' extension. 

RCSCW Water Committee 
member Carole Hubbs. who 
also represents District 4 in 
the Arizona House of Repre­
sentatives . is working 
through the House's water 

committee on which she 
serves to get a three-year 
extension of the GIU permits. 

That extension would be 
necessary if the pipeline 
project falls through or If Sun 
City West forsakes the pipe­
line project altogether -
choosing instead to find its 
own renewable water sources 
rather than wait for Sun City 
to resolve its lawsuit. 

·so If we make a move (on 
another option), we're termi­
nated,· said RCSCW Director 
Carolyn Jennings, who chairs 
the centers' water committee. 

"Which Is not th<; end- of 
the world,· added Bob Jones, 
who <;hairs the Property 

seewaTIR.A5 Source: RCSCW Daily News·Sun 
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Owners and Residents Asso­
cia tion Water Committee. 
' RCSCW Water Committee 

mem ber Aubrey Noble added 
sarcastically. ~It might be the 
end of a few golf courses for a 
while .· 

Whiting presented a wide 
range of options to ens u re 
such a wors t-case scenario 
doesn 't occur. They include 
purch as ing gra ndfa th ered 
groundwater pumping rights: 
le a s ing g r a nd fat h e r ed 
groundwater pumping rights : 
purchasing additional emu ­
oot cred its . whic h would 
a llow for more groundwa ter 
pumping in exch ange for 
e'ffluent recha rged elsewhere: 
purchasing additiona l water 
ftom Arizona-American Water 
Co.; us ing treated emuent to 
i[ rigat e the golf cours es: 
bring ing in CAP wa t e r 
through the exis ting Beards ­
ley Canal; or bringing In CAP 
wa ter through the yet -to-be-
1:iullt pipeline or another in 
the same area. 

The options us ing CAP 
wa ter are the only ones tha t 
..yould replace groundwa ter 
Aumping a ltogether . and resi­
dents a lready a re paying for 

the wa ter. 
Of the seven options . Whit­

ing said the three mos t prom­
is ing ones appear to be bring­
ing in CAP wa ter through the 
Beards ley Cana l. working 
with Arizona -American to 
purchase additional emuent 
credits and purchasing new 
groundwa ter pumping rights. 

Whiting sa id each option 
would have various water and 
capita l cos ts. with s ome 
being upfront cos ts and oth ­
ers offering a pay-as-you-go 
alternative . 

Along with the price tag. 
other issues RCSCW direc­
tors must cons ider in choos­
ing one or more options is 
how their decis ion will a!Tect 
S un City West's image. how it 
will a!Tect the environment. 
whet h e r it wi ll r eq u ir e 
changes to the centers opera­
tions. whether it is a perma­
nent or temporary solu tion , 
and wh et h er lt requ ires 
approval from the Arizona 
Depa rtm e nt o f Wa ter 
Resources or Arizona Corpo­
ration Commission . 

As for its image. Sun City 
West is seen a t the Legis la ­
ture as being concerned only 
about short-term. low-cost . 
local solu lions . according to 
some committee members. So 

choosing an option tha t CO{l ­

linues to take groundwater 
from the aquifer could reflect 
poorly on the community. 
Hubbs said It might a lso dis ­
suade the Legislature from 
a pproving the three-year 
groundwater permit exten ­
s ions . 

On the other hand. choos­
ing a more aqu ifer-friendly 
option s uch as us ing treated 
effiu ent on the golf courses 
could lead to soil problems 
and additional cos ts down 
the road s ince· even highly 
treated emuent Is salty and 
can damage turf con9itlons . 
Then there a re the options 
with high capital cos ts . such 
as · bu ild ing p ipelin es to 
import CAP water, which may 
not s it well with ra tepayers . 

Given the complexity of the 
cho ices . s o me committee 
members were concerned 
tha t the n ine-member gov­
erning board Is unqualified to 
make the decision, which will 
affect not only Sun City West 
residen ts but those In sur­
rounding communities as 
well. 

~ ey don't have any expe­
rience in this .· Hubbs said. 

Whiting sa id tha t was the 
reason he created the presen ­
tation. But J ones suggested 

the decis ion might be better 
left up to residents in a mem­
bers hip vote. 

In his present~tlon, Whit ­
ing illus t ra ted how llttle 
wa ter the centers actua lly 
use compared to Sun City 
West as a whole. 

In 2004. for example. the 
centers is projected to use 
about 3.804 ac re -feet of 
grou ndwa ter. (An acre-foot is 
324.85 I gallons or enough to 
su pply 2 1/2 Sun City West 
homes for a year.) In compar­
ison . residentia l use accounts 
for about 6.849 acre-feet. All 
told . S un City Wes t is 
expected to consume 10.653 
acre-feet or 3.4 billion gallons 
of wa ter this year. 

Stacked in one-gallon con­
tainers . Whiling sa id. ~ a t 
would reach to the moon and 
back again and a round the 
earth seven times.· 

The community's water 
needs currently are quenched 
by three different sources: 
the GIU ·or groundwa ter 
pumping rights; permanen t, 
g r a ndfath e r e d pumping 
rights ; and treated effluent. 

~ e mos t Important thing 
is to get off the pump. Peri ­
od.· J ones said. 
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Water issues stimulate special session 
RCSCWboard 
goes behind 
closed doors 
KATY O'GRAOY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Options to cinch RCSCW's future 
water supplies will be considered 
during a closed meeting Thursday 
afternoon. 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West governing board will hear 
a presentation by centers General 
Manager Mike Whiting outlining the 

various optigns. 
Attendtng the Property Owners 

and Residents Association's Water 
Committee meeting Tuesday, Whit­
ing said all of the options will cost 
the centers, although he did not 
have a range of prices. 

centers to pump groundwater to 
Irrigate most of the community's 
golf courses, are set to expire Aug. 
2. RCSCW and PORA officials have 
been scrambling to. find new- water 
sources, while also trying to get ·the 
Legislature to extend the permits. 

Thursday's 2 p.m. meeting is an 
executive session, meaning it iS 
closed to the community because 
legal Iss u es will be discussed, 
according to the governing board. 
Whiting said he did not believe the 
board would vote on a final option 
Thursday. 

Sun City West's General Indus­
trial Use permits, which allow the 

Whiting told PORA Water Com­
mittee members that the centers 
isn't the major groundwater us.er in 
Sun City West. The c.enters uses 
about 3,400 acre-feet of groundwa­
ter, per year, compa,red to about 
6,800 acre-feet used. by residents ' 
annually. One acre-foot ls 325,851 
gallons, or about enough to supply 
a family of four for a year. 
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committing to use its CAP 
allocation. 

The Recreation Center~ of 
Sun City board of directors is 
embroiled in a lawsuit filed 
by a group of residents who 
want to force a membership 
vote on construction of a 
pipeline to bring CAP water to 
the Sun Cities. 

Hubbs said unless Sun 
City West wants to agita te the 
Legislature, it must commit 
to ustng its CAP allocation if 
it asks for the groundwater 
pumping permits to be 
extended. 

"(Legislators') fear, If .they 
extend the GIU rights, is that 
we'll use it as another oppor­
tunity to do nothing," Hubbs 

said. "If we do get it through 
and then choose not to use 
the CAP water -· oh boy. If 
no one plans to use it, then 
let's get on with it and do 
something else." 

In other news from Tues­
day's PORA Water Committee 
meeting: 

• Keith Larson, water 
r esou rces manager with 
Arizona-American Water Co., 
introduced Sally Ceccarelli­
Wolf as the company's new 
lia ison to the committee 
meetings . . 

Ceccarelli-Wolf, formerly 
with the Arizona Department 
of Water Resources, is a 
water resource analyst with 
Arizona-American. 

· so s h e 's mak ing the 
switch from water quality to 

Of all the potable water tn Sun 
City West, the centers uses about 
2.9 percent, he said. 

"The decisions we'll have to make 
ln the next couple of months will 
cost us money," he said, 

Whiting also said Sun City West 
residents generate about 2,600 
acre-feet of effluent each year, 
meantng most of its water is going 
into the ground through irrigation, 
either at the recreation centers or at 
homes and condomtniums. 

Rep. Carole Hubbs of Sun City 
West, R-District 4, said she believes 
the Legislature will approve an 
extension of the community's GIU 
permits. 

Hubbs, who also serves on the 
PORA Water· Committee, said legis­
lators "don't know the difference 
between Sun City West and Sun 
City, and they kind of tie us all 
together." Sun City · West should 
therefore se t itse lf apart by 

"So there's a great opportunity to 
save water there," he said. 

Whiting said he hopes to educate 
residents about the future water 
options so they are prepared when 
the board does decide wWch one to 
choose. See WATER, 15 

water quantity," La rson said. 
e Todd Patty, RCSCW's 

environmental services man­
ager. annou11ced the centers 
will be transitioning about 
l 1/4 acres of turf into desert 
landscaping in the next cou­
ple of weeks. The work is part 
of an ongoing effort to trans­
form grass into low-water-use 
landscaping in certain parts 
of the golf courses. 

"It's not a huge area. but 
we keep ticking away at it." 
Patty said . "We're putting 
together a five-year plan right 
now and most of the projects 
on there are converting turf 
to desert landscaping." 

This transition will cost 
about $6,000 per acre, Patty 
said, but the costs at various 
courses can vary depending 

on h ow much work is 
required at each site. 

• Committee Chairman 
Bob Jones said he was track­
ing a contact in the Maricopa 
County Sheriffs Office in 
order to begin a program to 
start citing residents a nd 
businesses that let irrigation 
water run down the commu­
ni ty's s treets . 

Carolyn Jennings, who 
chairs RCSCW's Water Com­
mittee but atte nds both 
groups' meetings, said she 
believes most so-called fugi­
tive water comes from condo­
minium associa tions. ' 

The PORA Water Commit­
tee's next meeting is 9 a.m. 
Dec. 28, In the Camino Room 
at PORA, 138 15 Camino del I 
Sol, Sun City West. 
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Anatomy of the SCW water issue 
The Wesler is receiving calls and fellers requesling a series o) 

arlicles to beaer explain and inform residents on the water issue. 
As one person so colorfully described the need, "There's some 
'splainin' 10 do" to !he residents, and they prefer ii lo be done in 
terms that can be easily understood. 

resenting Briarwood) Dud le ) 
Gibson and Carole l lubbs. Jones 
and Hubbs claim an 11 -) car 
membership in the \\ atcr com­
mittee. Mike Whiting, and ToJd 
Patt) participate as non-voting 
members. 

In view of the increased interest, The Wester; as a public 
service, has initiated a column devoted to the water issue. 

"Water 10 I" is an ongoing informational column. Its purpose 
is to report on any and all \IDier activilies and evenls that arise 
and affect the community 

Future columns will include, but nor he limi1ed 10, 1he acliviries 
ofrhe Arizona Department of Water Resources, Arizona 
Corporation Commission, Sun City and Sun City West Recreation 
Centers, Sun City Taxpayers Association, Central Arizona Projecl 
(CAP), and the Arizona-American Water Company. 

1 he small membersh ip ,rnJ 
open fonnat of the newly-fonned 
committee is a star!-. conn-ast to :i 
past make-up of committee 
members. which numbered as 
man) as 17 people and included 
a Glendale attorney and several 
water company employees. 

Dudley Gibson as a committee 
member is a refreshing addition. 
Gibson doesn't hesitate to raise 

What role do each of these involved entities play in any action 
or controversy surrounding the water issue? 

Time for the end game -
the semester winds down 

A newl y restructured CW 
Rec Centers' Water Comminee 
held a productive first meeting 
last week, after being split off 
from its connection with PORA's 
water conservation group. 

The comminee was refonned 
at the insistence of Recreation 
Centers board Pres . Ray 
Caldwell, afler discussions with 
PORA Pres. Chuck Ull man . 
Caldwell and Ullman discussed 
the operation and membership of 
the combined committee cffons. 
and questioned whe ther their 
organizations were being ade­
quately served through the liai­
son. 

To better meet the needs of 
each organization, the PORA 
water committee will address 
resident ial and business water 
conservation needs, ,vith the Rec 
Centers water committee concen­
trating on water issues associated 
with its recreational faci lities and 
the irrigation needs of the com­
munity's golf courses. 

Caldwell's decision to concen­
trate efforts on water resources 
was a wise one, judging from the 
first meeting where a scaled­
down membership zeroed in on 
discussion ofhov. Sun City West 
could find alternative water re­
sources to cover an impending 
shortfall of four water rights. 

Comm ittee Chair Carolyn 
Jennings assigned committee 
members to three "teams" 
charged with studying and re­
porting on various sources of 
water: Central Arizona Project 
(CAP) water, emuent, and the 
purchase of v,ater rights. Team 
members were requested to study 
their assigned issues and repon 
findi ngs to the comm ittee for 
discussion. 

VVATEIR 
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By Marianne Sikler 
Arlene Christensen drew tne 

ass ignment o f compiling the 
costs from all recreational facili­
ties and enteri ng them into a 
spreadsheet to gauge actual 
costs. Golf course irrigation costs 
will also be assimilated into the 
figures. and there is talk of using 
the concluded report as part of 
the community's long-range plan-
ning efforts. . 

According to Gen. Mgr. Mike 
Whiting, the Recreation Centers 
and facilities account fo r the 
highest amount of water usage in 
the communil), with consump­
tion of approximately 6,000 acre 
feet of potable water used in all 
bui ldings, clubs, swimming 
pools, showers, washrooms, in 
maintenance, etc. Golf course 
irrigation requires approximately 
4 000 acre feet. which puts total 
c~mmunit) water usage at 
around I 0,000 acre feet. An acre 
foot ofv.ater eq ual s 325,851 
gallons. 

The nev, l) -resurrected water 
comminee has se, en members. 
B es ide Jenning s and 
Christensen. other members in­
clude Bob Jones. 13ob Coate'>. 
J.B. Wycoff. Aubrc) Noble ( rer-

the tough questions. . 
Gibson offered several points 

for consideration. One concern 
was how to save substantially 
more water than is currently be­
ing done through measures taken 
by Patty to reduce got f course 
maintenance. It was suggested a 
detennination be made of how to 
control costs, yet keep the golf 
courses in a playable and satis­
factory condition, which wo~ld 
be a factor in the event un C1~ 
West had to purchase v. ater 
rights to meet its needs. 

This is a significant concern. 
Each water right is restricted in 
the number of acre feet that can 
be pumped to irrigate the com­
munity's golf courses. Pany, en­
" ironmental services manager, 
said despite conservation efforts 
made to operate within limita­
tions he anticipates some golf ' . courses may be over their water 
allotment. Patty said that could 
mean having to purchase v.ater 
credits to make up any differ-
ence. 

Sun City West has exceeded 
allotments in the past by 46 acre 
feet, and had to purchase water 
from the water com pan) for 
st 50 an acre foot vs. pumping 
the community's own water at a 
cost of $4.87 an acre foot. 

Gibson referred to a Sun Cit~ 
lawsuit against its recreation 
board. Sun City taxpayers ~re 
suing their rec board for enactmg 
a water exchange agreement that 
rums over its water rights to the 
Arizona American Water Com­
pany in conjunction ~ith b~ild­
ing a pipeline to d~)1ver CA: 
water to the un C1t1es, a deci ­
sion the\ claim should ha\.C hecn 
brought' 10 the membership for :i 
, ote . A court case to de1.:1dc t_he 
issue will be heard in Superior 

s ... ~ WATER I 'Sl'l-.: . 101, 
1'<1?,i! } 



CoW1 on \1arch 5. 2005 
Gihson said if .. ending rhe issue 

back 10 lhe un Ci!.)- membership 
resu/rs in lhe agreemenr heing 
,oreJ do,,11. "building a pipeline 
al c1 COS( ors 15 million or more 
Just to de li\-l'r ~un Cit) \\'cs1 's 
oonion of1he CAP is not a ,ia­
ble solut ion for us. for the rate 
base. or for the ,,mer compan) " 

Citing rccenr publicrt) in the 
rapas abour the drough1. and the 
po ibilil) of lcgislari, e changes 
1ha1 could resul( in a diminished 
a, ailahili1, ol'CA P ,,a1cr in the 
fLHure. Gibson questioned whe1h­
e r or no1 C,\P \\alcrcould be 
u..,eJ as a lung-tenn. dependable 
solution. l W1her. he questions if 
the conrrac1 the floard has agreed 
10 accept is still a , alrd document 
considering all the issues raised 
and eondi1i~ns that ha, e not been 
met in the agn..-cmen1. 

. \ lso up for con:,iderntion is the 
op11011 to bring C,\P \\ater 1n 
from the Bcardsle\ Canal. \\hich 
,, lHJ/d require a shoner distan e 
of pipeline to connect into ~un 
Cit, \,\ c:-.t\ c,i.,ting distribution 
s, siem. I his could co,;1 consider­
abJ) more than the pro_jec1ed SI 
million elTiuenr deli\ef) costs. 
bu1 fe..,.., 1ha11 th1.: SI 5 million 
price lag yuo1ed 111 1hc onginal 
pipeline proposal. 

The Heard le) Canal lies just a 
fr\, mile off un Ci1v \,\ est'. 
\onh,,cs1 border. and· extends 
. ·outh,,est do\,11 to Gn:cm-\a.)- in 
the V. estem Surprise area. h 1s 
rnrrenth being used to come, 
l .'\P \\aier tor ~rriga1ion 10 fann·­
er:,; in that area. 

(iibson fa~ors the use of treat­
ed was1e,,a1er. (or effluent) as an 
altemati\e use on Sun Cit) West 
golf courses as a reliable source, 
notrng 'lf\, e're interested in sa,­
ing g~·ound,,a1er. the re isn I a 
be11er ,,a, 10 do 1ha1 than usin12 
eft-luem because that happens (is 
created) CVt:I'\ <la,." 

l he water ~ompan) · presented 
u cost estimate of S350.000 lo 
dell\ er treated ellluem 10 the golf 
courses. \\hich Gibson que -
1ioned and Bob Jones said he 
1hough1 ,,as a highball estimate 
to diseourn~e II use. 

fhe ,,atcr committee's etlons 
no1\\ithstt1nding. Cald\.,cll said 
the Rec:rea11011 Centers \\ater 
-,ources ha\ e long been rn jeop­
ard) and time is running out for 
a re olution to 1he problem. He 
, 1c,,s the e., piration in \ugus1 
~005 of the Cieneral lndus1rial 
{ -,e ((,/l ) permih. ,,hii..h al-
lo\,eJ Sun Cit} Wes1 the right 10 
pump groundwater to irrigate 
four golf courses. 10 be the great­
est i sue the communny faces. 

l fo\\ever~ \.\ hi1ing said he be­
lie, es the cos1 \.,ould be e,en 
higher 10 male the line lunc1ion-
af 10 deli, er the efnuen1. "M) 
guess i it ,, ill cost more than a 
million dollar:;," he said. 

I lubbs disagreed \\ith Gib on 
o, er the pipeline tssue. l lubbs 
•aid she belie,e the ·un Cit) 
1a.,pa) ers \\ ill lose the la\\sui1, 
but said if the) should prevail 
"there's nothing to stop un Ci!) 
\\ t.'St from going fomard on its 
o,, n. Presumabh 10 sha re in 
costs. f-lubb said there are vari­
ous de, elopers do\\ n the path 
(from Lake Pk~m to ' un Cil) 

According to Caldwell and 
Whiting, the time for discussion 
is o, er and action is needed. 
\\ hi ting considers solving the 
,,atcr issue a a ~ o. I priori!) . 
"We're running out of time." he 
said. 

1 o that end. the Governing 
Board has hired a Phoenix anor­
ne}, Kathleen "Kathy" Ferris, to 
pro \. idc legal advice and help 
guide the committee and com­
;;,uni!) through \\.hate\ er pmces!'I 
is needed 10 resohc its ,,a1er 
need . Ferris come s to the 
communil) \\.ilh good creden­
tials. having been the general 
legal counsel for lhe Arizona 
o;partmem of Water Resources. 

\\ est J. ,tnd perhaps something 
could be worked out \\ ith the 
\\Jter com pan). ' he added "I 
'ilill thinJ.. C,\P 1s a , er) , iable 
solu11on. Ob\ iousl) the cheapest 
C\t:n though ii cos1s SI 5 million 
spread ou1 0\ er all rntepayers." 

One issue the Board and its 
ne" anome) may wan1 10 re\ ie\., 
is 1he s1a1us of a wa1er exchange 
agreement approved b) a pa~1 
Go, eming Board. which turned 
over un Ci r_:.. West's grand fo­
lhered water rights 10 the Ari?Ona 
American \.\-ater Compan) . 

With the year "inding do,.., n. 
and a solution to Sun Ciry West's 
waier problems appearing 10 be 
in sight. the firs1 semes ter of 
"\\ arer IO I " comes to a conclu­
sion. !·or the infonnation of our 
returning ,, inrer residents, 1 he 
Wester did a series of anic les 
o, er the summer months that laid 
out the histon of ' un Cit\ 
\\ 'es1\ \\ aler issue from its be­
ginning to prcSent developments. 

I fubb:, added that the legisla­
ture is onsidenng changes in the 
la\\ 1ha1 could make II difficult to 
purchase ,,a1er ngh1s. he sug­
gested if .'un Cit\ \\ 'es1 is con­
;idering a purciiase of \\ ater 
ngh1s. i1 ,,ould be .id, isabk 10 
do so before an: changes \.\ere 
enacted. 

;\ compifa11on of the series ,,ill 
be put together for distribution to 
interested rcsidems. a,arlable on 
rt."tjuest at I he \\ es1er 
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put more cars on the road 
there will be more Incidents." 

Whenever possible, the fire 
department takes alternate 
routes to avoid Grand Ave­
nue, such as Thunderbird 
Road or cutting north on El 
Mirage Road or Dysart Road. 

Use of emergency helicop­
ters has also Increased since 
the traffic surge, said 
Christmas. 

"We definitely look at time 
of day while transporting 
patients," he said. "If there's 
a car accident on Grand, it 
would take them 20 minutes 
to transport them to the hos­
pital In the morning, so we'd 
probably fly them." 

Doug Nlntzel, spokesman 
for the Arizona Department of 
Transportation, said that the 

traffic Issue between Loop 
101 and Loop 303 on Grand 
Avenue is attributed to the 
rapidly growing _ population. 
More people, more cars. 

million for improvements 
along Grand Avenue over the 
first half of the 20-year pro­
gram that begins In 2006, 
said Nin tzel. 

Nlntzel said ADOT has 
struggled with synchronizing 
the traffic signals along 
Grand Avenue because there 
are so many Intersections 
and traffic. "That a rea along Grand 

Avenue just may be the 
poster child for the Impact of 
growth In the a rea," Nlntzel 
said. "We face big challenges 
along that and there 's a long 
list of them." 

"We're going to utilize 
some time before the funds 
are available to look ahead to 
conducting the necessary 
studies to determine what 
some of the improvements 
will be," he said. 

"To a certain exten t, they 
are synchronized however, 
newer technology could prob­
ably help us in that area," he 
said. "It's going to be a com­
bination of th ings to make an 
Improvement. No one thing is 
going to solve th~ traffic prob­
lems along that stretch of 
Grand Avenue." 

That list of challenges 
Includes multiple Intersec­
tions with several traffic sig­
nals, railroad tracks parallel 
to the roadway and, with peo­
ple using it for everyday com­
mutes, the highway acts 
more like a congested local 
street, he said. 

Some of those improve­
ments will likely be made in 
making th e Intersections 
more efficient, upgrading 
access control measures and 
resolving Issues where there 
are too many exit and entry 
points where It gets clogged, 
Nlntzel said. 

ADOT is looking ahead 
and working to design a con­
cept study for Grand Avenue 
that will likely address the 
possibility of an overpass. 

The good news Is that the 
Regional Transportation Plan, 
which was approved when 
voters passed Prop. 400, sets . 
aside approximately $100 

One possible solution 
would be to install Intelligent 
Transportation Technology to 
Improve synchronization of 
lights. 

"$ 100 million can be used 
up fairly quickly with over­
passes at Intersections ,· 
Nlntzel said. "There are no 
solid solutions yet." 

No simple 
answer to 
traffic woes , Thompson and Nemecek agre~ 

that the intersection at l l 3thd an e 
I dangerous an on 

Grand Avenue s f the traffic ANNIE KARSTENS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Bumper-to-bumper traffic ~n 
Grand Avenue has become agomz­
ing for rush-hour commuters,, _and 
though the passage of Propos1t1on 
400 includes S 100 million for 
improvements to the busy stre~ch of 
highway, officials say theres no 
simple solution to the problems. 

"From Bell to the 101, it's just 
horrible ," said ~on Thompson 
whose daily commute from Witt­
mann to Glendale takes one ?our. 
"The area is growing and the mfra­
structure is racing to keep up, and 
with limited roads, this was bound 
to happen." . 

Thompson said he often waits 
through two or three traffic signal 
rotations before he gets through. 
Bridges, additional lanes and safer 
drivers would Improve the sltuat10n, 
he said. · 

Dale Nemecek of Youngtown 
avoids Grand Avenue at all costs. 

"Only if I feel brave will I fight 
Grand," said Nemecek, a Sun Health 
employee. "I've always been scared 
of Grand, but sometimes I'll do the 
dod!!e and weave." 

of the main reasons or 
problems. . . Al May-

El Mirage police office1 d 
G d Avenue and sal 

hew patrols r~ far too frequently 
accidents happ . Inattention 
within the traffic mess.and driving 
of drivers, ta1~;~gthe speed limit 
either ab~t t~e accidents, he said, 
~~ii;~hat the traf~ic ~ignals could 

better synchromzat10n. " use . an do, 
"There's nothing we c 

Id "Hopefully our police Mayhew sa • e 
kes People more awar presence ma t 

of what they're do;ng, but tha usu-

ally Isn't the case. battalion 
Th omas Christmas, 

hief for the El Mirage Fire Depart­
c ·ct emergency response 
ment. sai f the 
times are slower because o 

traffic. t n emer-
"lt takes longer to get o a W t 

·th the growth in the es 
te~~.~Chrlstmas said. ·Peop~e 1ft 
Grand to access the West a ih 
unfortunately we have to deal wi 
that. It's the sheer volume - you 

see TIIAfRC, A5 
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Watchdogs guard against water loss 
Sun City West 
looks to 
Legislature 
for relief 
KATY O'GRADY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City West waler watchdogs 
hope to get help from lhe Legis lature 
to ensure the communiLy doesn't 
lose thousands of acre-feel of wa ler 
next year. 

by including a prov1s1on in DWR's 
funding bill next legis lative session. 

The GIU permits, used lo irrigate 
some of th e community's golf 
courses with groundwater. are set 
lo expire in Augus t 2005. Legisla­
tion passed in 2002 would extend 
the permits until 2012, but only if 
the community can prove il is mak­
ing headway in us ing Central Ari­
zona Project water. 

n ext session. 
The problem is most legis lators 

probably wouldn 't support a special 
provis ion benefiting jus t Sun City 
Wes t, according lo some committee 
members. 

"We a re no t popu la r down al the 
Legis la ture, nor is Sun City because 
we're viewed as not paying school 
taxes," said Rep. Carole Hubbs of 
S un City West. R-Dis lrict 4. "It's 
just an a ltitude and they're going lo 
say they're specifically s ingling us 
out." 

For tha t reason. J on es a nd 
Hubbs suggested the community 
not s pread the word of its request. 
for fear legis lators from other com­
munities would balk at the idea. 

Hubbs said Sun City West will be 
"in very serious trouble" if the 
g rou nd wa ter p e rmits a re n o t 
extended . 

"Whal will they do if il doesn't 
pass a nd they lose 2,000 acre-feel of 
waler?" she asked. 

One acre-fool is 325,851 gallons. 
or about enough to supply a family 
of four for a year. 

J ennings sa id there is no pla n 
but th e community likely would 
have lo buy wa.ter allocations lo 
mak~ up for the loss. 

J on es said Frank indicated the 
waler resources department has 
·never s hu t down a well because of 
expiring permits ... 

However. he added, "That's no 
excuse to curtail our ac tivities ... 

STEVE CHERNEK/DAIL Y NEWS-SUN flLE PHOl 0 

In an effort to conserve water, the 
Sun City West water committees 
urge homeowners and businesses 
to stem irrigation water running into 
the streets . 

The water committees of the Rec­
reation Centers of Sun City West 
a nd the Property Owners a nd Res i­
dents Association have a pproached 
Mark Frank, director of the Arizona 
Department of Wa ler Resources. 
about extending lhe community's 
General Indu s trial Use pe rmits 
through 2012. 

According to some committee 
members who met in a joint session 
Tues day. Frank is willing to do that 

Use of CAP wa ler could come 
through a pipeline to Sun City for 
u se on its golf courses, a nd then tie 
into an existing pipeline in Sun City 
West lo serve golf courses there as 
well , but that project is lied up in a 
court ballle lhat won't go lo trial 
until Ma rch . Unless Sun City West 
can find a nother method of us ing 
CAP waler or can prove il is other­
wise redu cing its re li a n ce on 
groundwater, lhe GIU permits will 
expire next year. 

Bob Jones, cha ir of PORA's waler 
committee, said the community has 
requested Frank include the exten­
s ion in an omnibus funding bill 

Carolyn J ennings. who cha irs 
RCSCW's committee. said making a 
reques t tha t wou ld benefit a s ingle 
community isn 't u nusu al. "We're not 
lhe only special interest in tha t 
omnibus bill. There a re others as 
well." she said. ·But rather than 
draw attention lo it. we'd rather just 
leave it quiet.· 

The water committees continue lo 
pursu e other alternatives lo ground­
wa ter for the community. including 
the possibility of us ing treated efflu­
ent to irrigate the golf cou rses. 
Members also are looking al other 

see sew. A5 

From A1 

sou rces of waler. su ch as 
buying water rights from 
Nalive American tribes. a nd 
obtaining new CAP a lloca-
11011s or add it ion al efnuent 
sources. 

l lubbs said the s tate's 
wa1rr ('ris is is only going to 
grl ll'Ors r in th l' l11ture. 

You t lii11k gas 1~ bad 

percentage-wise. (waler) is 
jus t going lo be horrendous 
in the next IO years ," she 
said. 

In an effort to conserve 
water. the committ ees con­
tinue to contac t homeowners 
a nd businesses th;.i t a llow 
irrigation water to rnn into 
the s treet s. The s o ca ll ed 
fugitive wat er has bcrn an 
ongoing cha llenge. 

Harvey Lorentz. a 111ernl>t·1 

of the committees, said the 
gutter in front of an average 
home can hold about 10 gal­
lons of waler. "So if you see 
water running down in front 
of IO homes. that's I 00 gal­
lons ." he said. 

Bob McC'urdv. another 
member of the ·committees. 
sa id posse members contact 
bus inesses and homeowners 
whclll'\'t:r t I H'\' not iu• fugit il'r 
waler. I Ir said Luke Ai r Fo rC'l' 

Base is a positive s tory in lhe 
waler conservation ba ttle. 
The base in 1995 started con ­
verting landscaping a l its off­
base hous ing to desert land­
scaping, saving a bout $ 1 
million a year in water and 
main tenance cos ts . 

The commilt ce will meet 
again 9 a.m. Oct. 26 in the 
Camino Hoo m at POHA. 
I 38 I 5 Camino del Sol. 

To pay for the audit, S ur­
prise will use money within its 
facilities maintenance budget. 
Officials hope lhe audll will 
provide a detailed list of non­
compliant items within lhe 
city as· well as the cost to bring 
them into compliance. 

In theory. many of th e city'& 
newes t a menities would be 
ADA romplianl. TI1e la w 
n·quirl'~ any p11hlic &tn1ct11 re 
built ,lltn 1981 be des igned 

u\... au1c tu 

address access problems for 
lhe disabled. said Jim Olmst­
ed . one of the commission's 
members. 

"It would bring everyone up 
to the same page so U1at when 
we do come in . we can move 
forward quickly." he said. 

While the audit has a cost. 
Olmsted said U1e commission 
can arrange throup:h Lhe state 
office U1e µ romolt·~ the ADA to 
11;1\'c till' training done lor fire. 
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By Marianne Sikler 

By Marianne Sikler 
On Arsenic: What causes it, 

how does it affect people, and 
why is it being removed from 
Sun City West's water supply? 

. Concerning its origin, arsenic is 
a naturally occurring element in 
rocks, soils, and water, widely 
distributed ·throughout the earth's 
crust and present in trace 
amounts in all living organisms. 
Poisonous if taken in large 
quantities over a period of time, 
the human body has the 
capabi lity to slough off the 
effects of lower levels of arsenic 
if ingested, much as it does the 
effects of chlorine in the water 
supply. 

Arsenic contamination can 
occur as the result of leaching 
from old waste dumps, copper 
mines, or tail ings, coal mining, 
past use of arsenic-containing 
pesticides , and industrial 
pollution. The federal 
government has taken measures 
to have industries clean up such 
pollution problems. 

From a report done by the U. 
S. Geological Survey, findings 
made through the analyses of 
18,850 wells in 595 counties 
across the U. S. over a period of 
20 yea r s shows arsenic 
concentration in groundwater to 
be highest in the West. Lesser 
concentrat ions appear in the 
Midwest and Northeast, with the 
least concentrations in the 
Southeast. These findings show 
arsenic levels across the country 
generally average 50 ppb (parts 
per billion) or less, meeting 
national standards set in 1975. 

From data compiled in a 1999 
study on drinking water in 25 
states by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (E PA) 
confi rming the prevalence of 
arsenic at the 50 ppb level, the 
Natural Reso urces Defense 
Council (NRDC) concluded an 
estimated 56 million Americans 
are drinking tap water supplied 
by systems which they consider 
pose unacceptable cancer risks. 
The NRDC and other activist 

groups have been pressuring the 
EPA to lower the arsenic 
standards for drinking water to 5 
ppb or less. 

The NRDC is a national, ncm­
profit, political action group with 
offices in New York, 
Washington , D. C. , and San 
Francisco. It lobbies federal 
agencies and legislators over a 
host of environmental issues, as 
well as geo-political issues 
concerning global warming and 
nuclear weapons. Its long list of 
environmental-oriented trustees 
include such celebrity-activists as 
Hollywood actors Rebert 
Red ford and Leonardo De 
Caprio who act as spokesmen for 
the organization. 

At th·e urging of 
environmentalist groups, then 
President-Clinton proposed in 
early 200 I that the EPA lower 
the Maximum Contami nant 
Level (MCL) for arsenic in 
drinking water from 50 parts per 
billion to 10 ppb. The basis for 
establishing the new standard 
was to bring the U.S. into 
compliance with a IO ppb 
standard that had been set in 
Europe, and worldwide . In 

· complying with the edict , the 
EPA officially announced in 
November 2001 that new U. S. 
standards of l O ppb had been 
established. 

Instrumental in lobbying for 
the new standards were The 
National Academies (a private, 
Washington, D. C. based 
advisory group to the nation on 
science, engineering and 
medicine), the NDRC, and the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO). 

WHO h ad been doing 
extensive water studies over a 20 
year period in Taiwan, China, 
Chile, Argentina, India and 
Bangladesh, with the United 
States directing millions in aid 
dollars and grant money towards 
its efforts. Serious health 
problems associated with 
extremely high levels of arsenic 
in the drinking water of these 
countries helped influence the 
EPA in making its decision to 
require American wate r 
companies to operate under the 
new restrictive standard. WHO 
has joined with the EPA and the 
NDRC in declaring arsenic to be 

See WATER 101 , f'uge 2 
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a carcinogen. 
The EPA decision to adopt the 

new standards was not without 
controversy and debate. 

Based on the foreign long 
range studies, environmentalist 
groups argued people who daily 
consume wate r containing IO 
ppb over their lifetime have a 3 
in 1,000 risk of contracting lung, 
bladder or skin cancer. They 
want MCL arsenic levels in 
water lowered to 5 ppb, or better 
yet to zero. 

Co~servative groups argued 
that since the foreign studies 
were basically conducted in 

· small villages of undeveloped 
countries, fr om amon g a 
populace with poor diets a·nd 
malnutrition, they should not be 
compared to conditions in highly 
developed countries like the U.S. 
which has stringent laws and 
treatment standards to protect the 
nation's water supplies. Th~ 
EPA was accused o f 
orchestrating health fears that 
have no basis in fact. 

Water Associations throughout 
the country had cost concerns. 
They wanted it determined at 
what level it could be best to 
reduce health risks at a cost that 
is justified, pru1icularly for small 
water systems. Over 90% of the 
54,000 water companies in the 
U. S. that would be affected by 
the new standards are smal I 
systems serving less than I 0,000 
people . Homeowners with 
private wells are not regulated. 

A deadline of January, 2006, 
ha s been established for 
compliance. Congress extended 
the deadline out to nine years for 
sm~ller companies , and is 
maldng federal loans available to 
h~lp them more easily comply 
with the new standards. 

There h~ve been no long-range 
U.S. studies to verify a claim the . 
country is experiencing certain 
types of cancer linked to arsenic 
in its water supply, which critics 
have been quick to point out. 

However, there are statistics 
from The Center fo r Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
that s~ow 200,000 to 1,300,000 
Americans become acutely ill 
each year, and several hundred 
d _i_'e i n_ t h i s c o u n t r y fr o m 
m1crob1ologically contaminated 
water, or waterborne infectio us I 
diseases. 
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In conclusion: The arsenic 
content of Sun -City West water 
is 5-25 ppb. The Arizona . 
Ameri~an ~ater Q,ompan.x · 
expects to complete plant 
improvements in SufrCity West 
by January 23; 2006---a fe_deral 
deadline for estab1isliui__g the new 
1 d ppb a'rse.nic sfa~dards"for 
drinking water. · · ·..,. · · • 

I Has the drinking waier supply 
. in Sun City We'st beent.safe to 
drink under' prese'nt arsenic­
.content standards'? Yes. . : 

· Would it be considered just as 
safe, or ultra-safe to drink under 
the newly imposed standards? 
Yes. · 

Next Water 101 column.: 
Bottled Waer-How s<fds it? 
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THE \/VESTER Thursday, September 16, 2004 

Anatomy of the SCW water issue . 
!he Wester is receiving calls and leuers requesting a series of 

arllcles to better explain and inform residents on the water issue. 
As one person so colorfully described the need, "There's some 
'splainin' to do" to the residents, and they prefer it to be done in 
terms that can be easily understood 

In view of the increased interest, The Wester, as a public 
service, has initiated a column devoted to the water issue. 
. "Water IO I" is an ongoing informational column. Its purpose 
1s to report on any and all water activities and events that arise 
and affect the community. 

• Future columns will include, bur not be limited to, the activities 
of the Arizona Department of Water Resources, Arizona 
Corporation Commission, Sun City and Sun City West Recreation 
Centers, Sun City Taxpayers Association, Central Arizona Project 
(CAP), and the Arizona-American Water Company. 

What role do each of these involved entities play in any action 
or controversy surrounding the water issue? 

_Answering 
Public Inquires 
The Wester has received sever­

al inqui ries regarding the water . 
issue, and that's a good sign. The 
public is questioning how the 
water issue is being resolved, and 
has the right to know that. o 
questions should be considered 
trivial. 

One such inquiry came in the 
fo rm of a letter to the editor. It 
referred to a recommendation 
made in 1992 by the Sun City 
West water committee in support 
of bringing CAP (Central Arizo­
na Project) water down from 
Lake Pleasant for use on all golf 
courses in the West Valley. 

Another version of that recom­
mendation was introduced in 
1998 during a CAP water task 
force assembled by the water 
company. 

The proceedings resulted in the 
approval of a pipeline to deliver 
untreated CAP water to the Sun 
Cities for use on golf courses, 
with pipeline construction costs 
paid by ratepayers of Sun City, 
Sun City West and Youngtown 
through monthly water bills. 

Del Webb did try to deliver 
effluent to Sun City West go lf 
courses, but discontinued its use. 
Sprinkler clogging may have 
been a sym ptom, but not the 
main cause of the problem . A 
high concentration of nitrates (a 
salt of nitric acid) in the water 
was the root cause. 

To resol_ve the nitrate problem, 
an amendment to the September 
1998 effluent agreement called 
for Del Webb to construct 
Denitrification Facilities. 

The amendment describes in 
detail the negotiations between 
Del Webb and the water compa­
ny over the construction cost 
and modification s t~ th~ 
Denitrification Facilities being 
put in place. 

By Marianne Sikler 
In cities like Scottsdale and 

Peoria, golf courses using CAP 
water are receiving supplemental 
deliveries of treated wastewater 
(or effluent) of a quality 95% that 
of pure water to help dilute its 
high salinity. Sun City West does 
not havr. the availability of un­
limited amounts of effluent, and 
would have to rely on groundwa­
ter pumping for that purpose. 

The clogging of sprinkJers is a 
maintenance problem, which 
according to SCW Environmen­
!'11 Services Manager Todd Patty 
1s not uncommon. 

All Sun City West golf courses 
water distribution systems are 
connected with each other, as 
well as with the private 
Bria rwood and Hillcrest golf 
courses, and Corte Bella at the 
end of Williams Drive. 

According to Patty, Sun City 
West has established. a five-year 
program to convert all sprinkJer 
heads to a valve and head sys­
tem, which allows one valve to 
control five sprinkler heads. It 
allows for better maintenance 
and management of the system, 
and saves on water consumption. 

In 19?9, all golf courses in Sun 

City West were pumping 4,025 
acre feet of groundwater. Today 
they pump 3,652 acre feet. 

Water IO I tries to keep its in­
See SCW WATER ISSUES, 
Page2 

WATER 

fonnation as simple and under­
standable as possible, but does at 
times insert technical phrasing. 

sew 

A request was received from a 
resident who asked for a simple 
interpretation of tenns such as 
effluent, credits, replacement 
source, denitri fication process, 
grandfathered water rights, etc. 
To accommodate that request, a 
glossary has been included with 
this article. 

Still another resident ques­
tioned Del Webb's intentions in 
the initial planning of the com­
munity, namely to build more 
golf courses than it had acquired 
water rights for, and building 
courses using temporary pennits. 

Webb scaled back golf course 
construction in Sun City Grand 
to four courses. 

Nevertheless, Jeff Kanig, head 
cif its member Governing Board 
critici~ the building of Grand's 
fourth golf course', which he said 

placed that community in a defi­
cit budget situation of over 
$800,000. 
Glossary of terms: 

Effluent (wastewater): The 
outflow of a sewer; all means of 
"used" water that flows through a 
sewage system, including human 
waste. 

Treated effluent: The process 
of neutralizing or remov ing 
hannful components through a 
series of treatment stages. It deals 
with breaking down harmful salts 
and inorganic matter in 
wastewater through the end use 
of Sodiwn Hypochlorite (a super 
bleach and disinfectant). 

Effluent credits: Sarne principle 
as a line of credit. Pumping 
groundwater, but limiting it not 
to exceed a designated allocation 
or amount. (Example: 1 effluent 
cred it per each acre foot of 
ground water. ) Sun City West 
generates just over 3,000 acre 



THE \/VESTER Thursday, September 2, 2004 

Anatomy .of the ·SCW water issue · 
The Wester is receiving calls and letters requesting a series. of 

articles to better expfain and inform residents on the water issue. 
As one person so colorfully described the.need, . "There's some 
'splainin' to do" to ihe residents, and they prefer it to be done in 
terms that can be easily understoo<i;_ _' 

In view of the increased interest, The Wester, as a public 
service, has initiated a column devoted to the water issue. 

"Water JOI'' is an ongQing informational ¢olumn. Its purpose· 
is to report on any and all water activities and events that arise 
and affect the community. · · . ·: · , 

Future columns will (ndude, but not be limited to, the activities 
of the Arizona Department of Wdter Resourc(!s, Arizona 
. Corporation Commission, _Sun City and Sun City West Recreation · 
Centers, Sun City Taxpayers Association, Central Arizona Project · 
(CAP), and the A_rizona-American Water <;ompany. . · 

What role do each of these involved, entities play in any action 
or controversy surrounding' the water issue? 

Efflueµt as an 
alternative _resource: 

VF WATER 

: Its use was discontinued due to 
a problem with nitrates damaging 
.t~e grass, a problem that was 
subsequently remedied through a 
, denitrification process. Recently 

Prologue: Sun City W~st doesn't ;the water company has furth~r 
lack water to me'et its needs. . · '. refined th¢ effluen,t treatment 
What it does lack is sufficient B M • S'k}. ' · :process, which should alleviate 
water r_ig~ts ~o meet all it golf I • y ananne-- I er . .tcon_c_erns that its use would be 
course 1rr1gat10n ·needs. On Au- . _ · 'detrimental to the courses. 
gust 5, 2005, .temJl<;.rarx permits . The samem-ethod qfeffiuent ; There's been a question ofan 
used {O'irrigatf th,e E9ho M_esa, .:credits could be applied against' I.Arizona-American· Water Com-

~ Sta_rdu_st, ?r:.ai{ Ri1gf a~d . , the fourqther: courses. , . iJ>any cost estimate df $355,000 
G,randv1ew_ cow;ses W!ll. expire. . T~e result would be Sun City ;to bring the effluent in from a 
Sun City We$l must decid.e hov.; West could continue pumping · Beardsley connection to the 
be~t to replac~ the ~xp~rin~ per- , groundwate~ as it has historically ~tardust course. However, a pos­
mzts for continued 1rr1gat10n of done on the four courses, charg- . •sible connection between the 
(he four courses. ·,1 ~g it as credits against the dllu- )Deer' Valley golf course into the 

_ . ent. The purchase price would be '.~existing pipeline distribution sys-
Through._an effluent agreement $150/~re foot, o~ $300,000. · ~tern is being explored: 

during negotiations over acquisi- In this ~ltemative, th7 treated ., These ~d other o~tions would 
tion by the wa~e_r: company of ?ut~dehvered e~uent 1s depos~ pot ;equi~e Su!1 City ':\fe~t to 
Del Webo'swastewatertreatment ,, I!ed 1~t~ the_aqmfer ~t_the. s~e rel 1 n qui sh its existing 
facil~~es,§_oo ~it)'..W,~st no).V i:e- · _ tul)e It is bemg credited aga~nst•: :~.gr8:ndfathered water rights. No 
cei-ves 1 000.acre feet of free !O account for groundwater . ,Arizona statute mandates that 
effluent ~redits against ground-. ~umping. . , ·, · -- ~}Yater rights hav~ to be given up 
water pumping on its D~er Val:-: .. A~other o~tton would be to m order to receive CAP water 
ley and Desert Trails golf c'ours- physically dehvertreated effluent resources. 
es. · . . ., . . · _. .. · . to the fo~r ~ourses. ~he i!1fra- ~ ~e!'t in. the Water 10 I_ series: 

The agreement also allows Sun . structure ~s .m place, sn:i~ .It has . Other options. -- •· ·.: . : · · . 
City West.the option to purchase . been delivered bef<;>re m that · 
2,000 acre feet of treated efflueht manner by Del Webb. 
-that could be.used as a replace-
ment source for.the expiring per­
mits. 

sew 
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Water conservation pushed in Sun Cities 
State, cities still in drought alert 
By Cecilia Chan 
Independent Newspapers 

Del Miksis is doing her part to 
save water in ·a desert environ­
ment. 

The executive assistant of the 
Property Owners and Residents 
Association of Sun City West had 
a hot water re-circulat ion pump 
installed in her home. 

Instead of water running 
down the drain, the pump recir­
culates the water back to the 
water heater until it is hot for the 
shower. The pump can save a 
household of two between 8,000 
to 10,000 gallons of water each 
year. 

lished a water guide for residents 
to help them determine if they 
are watering too much or too lit­
tle and how to get their numbers 
right by accessing, www.w ateru­
seitwisely.com. 

out there to waste," said Donna 
Difrancesco, water conservation 
specialist for the city of Mesa. 
" We always should be using 
water as efficiently as we can 
and keep in mind conservation 
with the drought occurring. With 
conservation it's more of a kind 
of lifestyle change and not really 
any kind of sacrifice." 

Whether it is changing out 
shower heads or switching to 
low-flow toilets, it all goes a long 
way to help save water. For 
instance, toilets installed before 
the 1980s used five gallons to 
flush compared with today's toi­
lets that use 1.6 gallons. 

"Conservation is more impor­
·tant than ever because of the 
drought," Ms. Difrancesco said. 

" It's a big help in the water 
department naturally," she said. 
"You are saving lots of water." 

Conservation measures are 
especially important now as Ari­
zona enters its I 0th year of 
drought. 

The "Landscape Watering by 
the Numbers" guide calculates 
the appropriate amount of water 
to be used for watering sched­
ules. Fifty percent of a house­
hold's w ater use goes into water­
ing landscapes, officials said. 

The Water - Use It Wisely 
program established in 2000 as a 
statewide effort to promote 
water conservation and educa­
tion and partners with entities 
such as Mesa, Phoenix, Glendale, 
Surprise and Luke Air F~rce Base. 

Some experts predict Arizona 
may be in a 20- to 30-year 
drought period. 

So far, PORA has sold more The program Water - Use it 
Wisely announced it just estab- "There's not enough water See Water - Page 9 

Water 
Continued From Page 1 
than 1,000 hot water re-circula­
tion pumps to Sun City West 
homeowners since April. 

Sun City Homeowners Associ­
ation sold Fewer than 150 of the 
mechanisms to its residents. 

"We have not gotten nearly the 
amount of requests that PORA 
does although w e are twice as 
big," said HOA Executive Director 
lone Boynton. · 

She said the sales are low likely 
because HOA began offering the 
pumps in May w hen snowbirds 
typically leave the area for cooler 
climates. She expected the sales 
to pick up in the Fall. And she said, 

HOA may pick up its efforts_ to 
increase water conservation 
awareness among residents. 

"When my dad, who died 
eight years ago, lived here _in the 
mid- I 970s, he always Felt 1t was 
such a shame to waste all that 
w ater running down the drain 
while waiting for the shower to 
get hot enough," Ms. Boynton 
recalled. "So he would go to the 
bathroom armed with 

a bucket and catch the water 
as it heated up and water his rose 
buses. He would get three buck­
ets of water." 

Post your comments on this 
issue at newsblog.info/0302 

News editor Cecilia Chan, can 
be reached at 972-6101 or 
cchan@newszap.com 

Tips to save water . 
• Check evaporative cooler annually. -
• Run washing machine and dishwasher only w hen Full and save 

up to I 000 gallons a month. . d 
• u'se the garbage disposal sparingly. Compost instead an save 

gallons every lime. . . I · g 
• Minimize evaporation by watering ~unng th~ ear y mornin 

hours when temperatures are cooler and winds are h~hter. h 
• Replace shower head with a water-efficient one if current s ow­

er can fill a one-gallon bucket in less than 20 seconds. I 000 II s a 
• Time shower under five minutes Qfld save up to , ga on 

mo~t· toilet was installed before 1980, place a toilet dam 0 \ bot:le 
filled with water in the toilet tank to cut down on_ the amou~t o wa er 
used for each flush. Be sure these devices do not interfere Wllh operat-

ing parts. · p or 
• Keep a bucket in the sh?wer to catch water as it warms u 

runs. Use this water to flush toilets or wat~r ~lants. 
For more tips log onto www.wateruse1tw1sely.com 
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By Marianne Sikler 
Despite its high quality, treated 

effluent can't be used for potable 
residential delivery, but its excess 
can be directed as replenishment 
into the aquifer. 

Treated effluent returned to the 
aquifer can also be used as cred­
its against groundwater pumpl!'g 
- a method used by Sun City 
West to account for pumping up 
to 1,000 acre feet of groundwater 
on the Deer Valley and Desert 
Trails golf courses. 

Corte Bella credits its ground­
water usage against purchased or 
leased water rights provided 
through the Arizona American 
Water Company. Corte Bella's 
golf course use s 600 acre 
feet/year of groundwater. An 
innovative conservation measure 
on its golf course includes_a 
small recycling process to drain 
irrigation water from the course 
into a grate and below-grou~d 
20-foot piping system that del~v­
ers it to a 16 to 18 ft. deep deliv­
ery lake for reuse. 

CAP water is being delivered 
into some communities for resi­
dential use. An example of this is 
Anthem, where a 20-mile pipe­
line to Lake Pleasant was put in 
place by developer Del Webb to 
deliver, and treat CAP water for 
potable residential use. 

sive option since it requires a 
costly delivery and treatment 
system. Anthem residents have 
been plagued with treatment 
problems , a situation they 
brought before the Arizona C:or­
po ration Commission dun_ng 
recent water company rate in­

crease hearings. 
The new developments of 

Coldwater Ranch, Dos Rios, 
Ranch Cabrillo, Cross River, Rio 
Sierra, Rancho Silver~do and 
Sundero developments to the 
North of Sun City West will 
bring in an estimated 6,503 re­
sidential units to the area. None 
have announced how they plan to 
supply water to meet their needs. 

It appears for the time being 
the drought is not at a s tage 
where it affects growth efforts. 

However, the Governor' s 
Drought Task Force regards its 
efforts as flexible , taking into 
account its drought-watch activi­
ties need ongoing review and 
update to keep a fonnal drought 
plan current and avert a fu ture 
crisis. 

Committee members will be 
working with the National 
Drought Mitigation Center to 
develop an extensive plan, and 
will seek help from other states 
that have established successful 
plans. 

WATER sew 
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Sun City West 
moves with flow 
Tired of waiting, 
SCW explores 
CAP options 

while," said committee chairwoman 
Carolyn Jennings. ·we have to go it 
alone." 

Originally filed by Sun City Taxpay· 
ers Association members but now pur: 
sued by Sun City residents against th~ 
Recreation Centers of Sun City, the law• 
suit alleges RCSC didn't have authority 
to vote on the plpellne's constructio1 
and that the decision should have been 
left up to members. The trial Is sche:l' 
uled for March 5. 

KATY O'GRADY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City West isn't waiting any. 
longer for Sun City to figure out Its 
water problem. 

The Sun City West Water Committee 
will explore plans to bring Central AI:· 
zona Project water to the community s 
golf courses 91rectly through the 
Beardsley Canal, and to Irrigate some 
of the courses with treated effiuent. 

If the pipeline Is built, It would se 
to meet the requirements of legislation 
passed In 2002 that extends Sun City 
West's General Iqdustrlal Use, or GIU, 
permits until 2012. 

The community's water future Is 
otherwise tied to the outcome of a law· 
suit filed over the planned construction 
of a pipeline to brLng CAP water to Sun 
city and tie In with Sun City West's 
system through the canal. 

Without some other proof that Sun 
City West was attemptLng to use CAP 
water the permits, which the centers 
use to Irrigate the golf courses with 
groundwater, expire In August 2005. 
But committee members are unsure 
what would constitute.proof other than 

·we can't wait for this suit to be set· 
tied because It could go on for quite a 

from 11 

the pipeline. 
·1 think we need to have 

some actual things happen 
more than just a bunch of 
paperwork to convince (the 
Arizona Department of Water 
Resources)," said committee 
member Tom Cook. 

The legislation states the 
permit extension "shall be 
terminated earlier if progress 
toward completion of a pipe­
line to transport the CAP 
water to golf courses has not 
occurred." 

In case the Sun City law­
suit is delayed or RCSC loses 
and the pipeline Isn't built, 
the Sun City West Water 
Committee is pursulng the 
Beardsley Canal and effiuent 
options. 

Jennings said the ad-hoc 
committee, formed to look 
into extending the GIU per­
mits and make effiuent avail­
able for the courses, has 

started meeting. Jennings 
said the ad-hoc committee 
also Is investigating other 
possible water sources such 
as Indian water, Maricopa 
Water District water, addi­
tional CAP allocations, pri­
vate CAP owners' allotments 
and other effiuent sources. 

·we are looking at all 
those different ways to get off 
the pump," she said. 

Committee member Bob 
Jones said · discussions 
already are under way to 
start using treated effiuent to 
irrigate the community's golf 
courses. Attempts in the past 
have failed because the effiu­
ent was treated through a 
primary treatment plant, 
which left high levels of 
nitrates and total dissolved 
solids in the water. 

"It got so bad there were 
snails growing In the pipe," 
he said. "That was stopped 
immediately and it was never 
tried again." 

Under the new plan, the 

See Wlltll, 15 

effiuent goes through a ter­
tiary treatment that signifi­
cantly lowers the nitrates.and 
solids. 

Jennings said the Beards­
ley Canal was built to serve 
agricultural needs in the 
West Valley, and at the time. 
there was no space In the 
channel for Sun City West to 
carry its CAP water. 

Now that much of the agri­
culture has given way to resi­
dential development, which 
typically uses less water. 
"there's a pos·sibility we can 
put some or all of our CAP 
allotment into the Beardsley 
Canal." 

Jones said Sun City and 
Sun City West are the only 
Valley communities that 
totally rely on groundwater. 
The Beardsley option is one 
way to reduce that reliance. 

"We have already started 
negotiations with Arizona­
American," which supplies 
the community's water, he 
said. 

SC ✓u 
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Finance: Water, sewer rates to rise 
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. Independent Newspapers/Cecilia Chan 

Sun City resident Barbara Van Oegrift said thel i pproved hike in her monthly ~,ater bills 
is still cheaper than what she paid for water in Pennsylvania. 

SC, SCW and Youngtown last ~hanged in 1997 
By Cecilia Chan 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun Cities and Youngtown 
residents for the most part will 
see a slight increase in their 
water and sewer bills come July 
I. 

The five-member Arizona 
Corporation Commission unan­
imously approved a combir;ia­
tion of rate increases and 
decreases for IO Arizona-Ameri­
can Water Co._ systems. 

"It's difficult ·to approve 
increases that affect your own 
neighborhood, 11 Commissioner 
and Sun City West resident Mike 
Gleason said in a news release. 
"I hope my neighbors will view 
this decision in its proper con­
text and know that we carefully 
evaluated every cost before 
reaching a decision to increase 
rates. We approved less than 
half of the rate increase that the 
company sought for the Sun 
City West systems. 11 

Sun City and Youngtown 
residents on' average will see 
their monthly water bill 
increase by $2.84 but see their 
wastewater bill drop by an aver­
age of $1.89. In Sun City West, 

See Sewer - Page 3 
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APP~ INCREASES AND DECREASES 

IN WATER AND SEWER BILLS · 
". l • ' . ' • 

\ , 
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,. · Sun City West water . •. ,. , 
• Cumtnt average bill: $11.67 .~ 

.Approved increase: $1.67 , 
Original proposed increase: $5.17 · 

· New bill: $13.34 ' 
Customers served: 1_ 5,300 

S1,1n City West wastewater 
Current average bill: $16.24 
Approyed increase: $4,32 . · 

Original proposed increase: $9.03 
New bill: $20.56 

Customers se~ed: 14,900 ·, · 

' ' 

· Sun City/Youngtown water , . . ,,, ~ . 
Current average.bill: $1 -1.1 7 '-, 1

• • _f< ! ' · ' · 
Approved increase: $2.84 -~ ; ' ' <::\' ~ • 

Original proppsed increas.e: $9.92 .. , \ ;'i:-' - -~, 
· Newbill:$14.04.· ' .:. )';, 

Customers s~rved: 22,000 .. ' 
Sun City/Youngtown wastewater 

Current average bill: $12.87 , 
.Approved decrease: -$1 .89 _ 

Original proposed increase: $1.61 
. , .... ~- ,Newbill: $10.98 .. 

Qustomars served: 21,200 ... 
' (Information from Arizona Corporation Commission) 

sew 
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the \vater bill will go up by $1.67 a 
month and the wastewater bill 
also will go up by S4.32. 

··1 think it's cheap as it is," said 
three-year Sun City resident Bar­
bara Van Degrift. "So what are 
you going to do. You are in the 
desert. You got to pay for the 
water." 

Nearby neighbor Jean Christ­
ian agreed. 

·'Everything else is going up," 
she said ... Water has got to go up, 
too." 

After months of deliberation, 
testimony and public comment, 
the commissioners June 18 
approved the new rates based on 
what it cost the water company to 
install, maintain and operate each 
of the separate water and waste­
water systems. 

··1 think most everybody felt 
(Arizona-American) deserved 
some sort of increase but not 
what they asked for," said Bob 
Jones, a member of the Sun City 
West Property Owners and Resi­
dents Association Board of Direc­
tors. 

~Ir. Jones chairs PORA's water 
committee and drafted the 
board's letter opposing Arizona­
American 's original request to 

raise Sun City West residents' 
water bills by an average of $5.17 
and their sewer bills by $9.03. 

" We are right in line with the 
rest of the Valley, if not cheaper," 
Mr. Jones said of the new rates. 

Youngtown spent $1 30,000 for 
experts and an attorney fees to 
argue before the commissioners 
that the water company was ask­
ing for too much of an increase. 

Town Manager Mark Fooks 
said Arizona-American filed for 
the rate increase because it need­
ed to recoup its investment in 
acquiring Citizens Water 
Resources in 2002. 

"They paid many, many mil­
lions more than what the utility 
was worth on the market," Mr. 
Fooks said. "And we believe much 
of that was put in the rate case to 
pay themselves back and we basi­
cally won that argument. They got 
a 25.04 percent increase instead 
of the 84 percent they wanted. " 

Mr. Fooks said Youngtown 
does not begrudge Arizona-Amer­
ican seeking adequate funds to 
operate as long as the increase is 
fair and just. 

"We are disappointed," said 
Kevin Tilden, company 
spokesman. "The original appli­
cation we submitted was in the 
best interest of our customers. 
What they did, we think, does not 
allow for an appropriate amount 

of investment. .. to upgrade the 
infrastructure and water system ... 
and doesn't attract capital to the 
state." 

He also said the company filed 
for a rate hike strictly to cover the 
increase cost to maintain, operate 
and test its water system to pro­
vide safe, reliable drinking water . 
He also said the company's 
request seemed high only 
because the last rate increase for 
the three communities was in 
1997. 

Company officials are expect­
ed to meet '·to determine the dif­
ference between what was 
requested and what was granted 
and how this will impact cus­
tomers and operations," Mr. 
Tilden said. 

He also said the company has 
no plans at the moment to seek 
another rate increase in the near 
future, however, typically utility 
companies would request rate 
increases every few years to avoid 
a "rate shock." 

Commissioners also approved 
a motion requiring Arizona-Amer­
ican to form a task force of vari­
ous consumers and stakeholder 
groups to study if Youngtown and 
Sun City have sufficient water, 
water lines and hydrants to fight 
fires. 

The task force must be formed 
by November and findings and 

proposals must be completed for 
the commission bv Mav 31. 2005. 
said Heather Murph}, Arizona 
Corporation Commission spokes­
woman. 

The comm1ss1oners also 
approved several other amend­
ments: 

• Arizona-American will notifv 
customers of vvate, consen ·atioi1 
strategies that they can use to 
lower their bills and lower the 
amount of water they are using in 
the current drought. 

• Arizona-American and 11re 
departments in Sun Cit\' and 
Youngtown must test hv.drants 
periodically and submit ·annual 
reports to the commission. 

• Arizona-American needs to 
examine if tiered waste\.vater 
rates based on vvater consump­
tion might be more appropriate 
for its systems. Some systems use 
a flat monthly rate for sewer use 
based on a percentage of water 
consumption because there is no 
way to meter sewage outflow. 

Any changes to the calculation 
methodology would take place 
through a future rate case. 

Post your comments on this 
issue at newsblog.info/0302 

News editor Cecilia Chan can 
bereachedat972-6I0I or 

cchan@newszap.com 
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Water issue concerns rising_ 
Governing Board American for recapturing it. 
sharpens focus '' I can't imagine giving away a 

facility that was developed and 
given to us by the builder, to buy 
(back) our own water," he said. 

By Marianne Sikler 
The water iss ue is on the 

minds of many un City West 
residents these days, a topic that 
now seems to generate questions 
at every Board meeting. 

Responding to a water com­
mittee report given at last week's 
Governing Board meeting by 
Carolyn Jennings who chairs the 
committee, resident Don Schnei­
der was looking for answers con­
cerning the water issue. 

chneider wanted to clarify if 
the Recreation Centers Board has 
taken the official position that the 
CAP program being presented is 
recognized as being the "only" 
program for solving the commu­
nity's ½ater situation. 

J~nnings replied that past gov­
ern Ing ·boards signed with the 
s tat e) ears ago 10 support a 
g_roundwater savi ng project to 
either receive CAP water or ef­
fluent as a replacement water 
source. 

A proposed plao to bring Cen­
tral Arizona Project (CAP) ,,ater 
into Sun City West included con­
struction of a pipeline for di rect 
delivery. The pipeline would be 
built and owned by the Arizona 
American Water Company and 
paid for by the ratepayers of Sun 
City, Sun City West, and 
Youngto½n. 

Schneider said he had been 
following the issue for years 
through subscriptions to local 
papers before even moving to 
Sun City West. He recalled the 
CAP pipeline project was esti­
mated to cost$ I 5-18 million 
through a bond issue, and would 
result in increased ,,ater rates. 

chneider referred to the effiu­
ent processing plant developed 
and built by Webb, that the de­
veloper offered to turn over to 
Sun City West in 1995. 

He contends had it been kept, 
Sun City West v.:ould have been 
processing its own effiuent and 
not paying charges to Arizona 

Jennings said she heard of the 
processing plant for eflluent that 
was developed and built by Del 
Webb was turned over to resi­
dents in 1995, and that structure 
was given to then Citizens (Wa­
ter Company). 

She explained it v,as her under­
standing the Recreation Centers 
was in no position to take over 
and run the plant, and would 
ha~e had to hire someone to do 
that. 

Jennings said she knew of an 
agreement signed that all Sun 
City West effluent goes to that 
plant, but hadn't read all the de­
tails. 

"At thi s time it can't be 
changed, it's history," she added. 

Although Jennings said four 
Sun City West courses are now 
being watered by pumping under 
State General Industrial Use per­
mits, she contends no golf cours­
es in the state will be allowed to 
use GIU pennits for watering. 

"I believe this Board and all 
future Boards will have to sup­
port the groundwater savings 
project and bring in the water or 
close down golf courses, it's one 
or the other," she said. 

Schneider concluded his re­
marks by urging the Board to 
give careful consideration to the 
issue. 

"We're ·now finding out the 
piping is more expensive than 
was anticipated for our facilities. 
I hope that we really study this 
CAP water project because of the 
total cost involved to this com­
munity," he added. 

Board Dir. Barbara DuPonte 
said she continually receives re­
quests from residents for more 

hATER 

information on the ,,ater issue. 
Sh<; requested the water commi~­
tee consider having regular semi­
nar type meetings in the soci~l 
hall every month1 to discuss , an­
ous aspects of the issue on~ at a_ 
time for a better understanding ot 
it b)' residents. 

Tl]e Recreation ~enter.:, Bo_ard 
recognizes there 1s confusion 
over resolving the water problem. 
which may be due to the o, erlap­
p i ng efforts and goals of the 
PORA water committee and the 
responsibilities and priorities ot~ a 
Governing Board water commit-
tee. 

Ray Caldwell, president of the 
Sun City West Recreation Board. 
is suggesting a split in the activi­
ties of both committees, for each 
association to better define priori­
ties and direct efforts toward 
meeting its stated goals. 

The focus of a PORA \\ater 
group is with water consen at ion. 
and residential and ratepa) er con­
cerns. 

The main concern of the Rec­
reation Centers' Board regarding 
water issues is to assure an ade­
quate supply of ,,atcr resource:, 
for association facilities, land­
scaping and golf course irriga­
tion-a concern it shares joint I~ 
with the general manager. 

The meeting ended \\ ith a re­
quest by resident Bob Oserin that 
the Governing Board draft a res­
olution encouraging all residents 
to consider the use of recirculat­
ing hot water systems in homes 
to conserve water. 

Oserin said 800 Sun Cit) West. 
and 140 Sun City residents have 
taken advantage of PORA's retro­
fi tting program. He would like to 
see the program expanded to 
include other senior communities 
through the added encourage­
ment and support of the Sun City 
West Recreation Board. 
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Water crisis 
• raises urgen cy 

for pipeline to 
Sun City West 
Lawsuit puts 
community at 
risk o~ losing 
pumping 
rights 
KATY O'GRADY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City West leaders are 
toying with the idea of build ­
ing a pipeline to bring Centra l 
Arizona Project water to the 
community. 

In a video presenta tion 
unveiled Tuesday. the Sun 
City Wes t Water Committee 
tackled the water c ris is facing 
the community. which relies 
sole ly on gro undwa ter fo r 

resident-;· use a nd for irri1.?,at 
ing the ,!.!,olf cour-;e-; clesp1tc· 
the availaliilily of 2.:{72 acre 
feel or(' 1\1' waler. 

One acre foot is 325.851 
gallons . or about enough to 
s upply a family or four fo r a 
year. 

"We arc being crilic izecl by 
s urro und in g co mmunit ies 
because. we a rc the biggest 
users ol grou ndwater in the 
Northwest Valley not us ing 
ou r CAP water allocation." 
the committee stales in the 
p resentation . 

Sun City West uses its 
CAP allocation . but only for 
r ec h a rge. m ea n ing ii is 
placed in fi e ld s to be 
absorbed back into the aqui 
fe r for future pumpi11g. 

see sew, A3 
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By the time Su n City 
Wes t's Deer Vall<:v ,111d Desert 
Trai ls golf rnurscs were built. 
the Arizom Department of 
Water Resources was rec111ir 
mg new golf courses lo use 
cfnucnt for irrigat ion . accord · 
ing to the commiltee·s pre­
sentatio n. Del Webb Corp .. 
now owned by Pulte I lomes. 
decide d a l th e lime to 
recharge efnuent. gaining 
r rcdils to waler I he courses 
with groundwater . 

The department of water 
resources has developed a 
Groundwater Savings Pla n 
for the Sun Cities that would 
have a CAP canal built to 
bring Colorado River wale r lo 
Sun City and lie in with an 
already exis ting pipeline in 
Sun City West to inigate the 
golf courses. 

The pipeline issue. howev­
er. is complicated by a law­
s uit filed by a group of Sun 
City res ide nts agains t the 
Recreation Centers of Sun 
City demandin,g that resi 
dents be allowed lo vole on 
whether lo build the pipeline. 

Sun City Wes t a lso s tands 
to lose its general indus trial 
use. or GIU. permits to pump 
groundwa ter if the pipeline 
laws uit is not resolved . Leg­
is lation s ponsored in 2002 by 
fo rmer Rep. Mike Glea son 
extended th e permits for 
seven years after the dale 
they were set lo expire. pro­
vided cons t ruc t io n of the 
pipeline ha d · s ubs la nlially 
commented" by August 2007. 
The permits would otherwise 
expire in Augus t 2005. 

The c:omnri ll cc's presenta­
tion s lates that if the laws uit 

WATER 
isn 't resolver! in t hr near 
luture. one option to meet 
Sun City Wcst·s water needs 
is lo revise the Groundwater 
Savings Plan ;ind build its 
own pipeline to deliver CAP 
water to the /.(olf rnurses. 

The laws11il is scheduled 
lo go to court in March 2005. 

Wale r Commi tt ee Co ­
chai rman Carolyn Jennings 
said s he wants to s how the 
video presentation to the Rec­
reation Centers of Sun City 
West board. of which s he is 
also a member. a nd its man­
agement. before showing il lo 
Sun City West's Golf Council 
on J une 10. 

,hen l don't think we will 
do much until the ra11:· s he 
said. 

Once winter v is itor s 
return. Jennings said . the 
presenta tion can be s hown Lo 
residents as an educationa l 
tool to a lert them to the waler 
cris is . 

Jennings said she's also 
looking into lransfom1ing the 
presentation into a com puter 
format so people can view it 
th rough the Internet. 

The presentation s tates 
that groundwater levels have 
already dropped 250 to 300 
feel and a re now a t a depth of 
400 lo 500 feel. resu lling in 
poorer waler quality a nd 
increased pumping costs. as 
well as subsidence. which is 
when the ground s inks as 
waler below it is pumped out. 

S ub s id e nce can cau se 
cracks in foundations. sewer 
pipes. roads and o ther 
infrastructure. 

According lo the commil­
tce·s prrsenlalion. the wat er 
levels could drop lo 600 feet 
within the next 30 years. Bob 
Jones. the commit tee's other 

sew 
co chninnnn . said llttn··s 11!1 
eviclenn· water is available ,lt 
GOO feet. 

'"We don't evl'll know it's 
tha t thick. We clon'l know it 
event exis ts to tha t exlrnl. .. 
he saicl. 

C'0111111itlec member Lany 
Watts said he suspects the 
dropping levels a rc one of the 
reasons Sun City Wesl"s 
wate r has h igher concentra 
lions of arsenic than sur­
rounding communities such 
as Sun City. Sun City West's 
a rsen ic levels average 18 lo 
22 parts per billion . The cur 
rent federal s ta ndnrd is 50 
parts per billion . but that is 
being reduced lo l O parts per 
b illion by J a n . 23. 2006. Like 
other water companies in the 
stale. the loca l p rovider. 
Arizona-American. is u pdat­
ing its system 10 ensure it 
meets the new requirements. 

According to the presenta 
lion, the Arizona Department 
of Waler Resources has iden 
lified the Sun Ci ties as one or 
lhree Critical Groundwater 
Management Areas in the 
s tate. Jennings said therc·s 
a lso a possib ility that a 
groundwater pumping tax 
cou ld be ins tituted. which 
would raise residents· water 
bills . 

All of that means some­
l h i ng must b e don e Lo 
address the problem. so the 
committee has been working 
to educate res iden ts on the 
issue. Jennings said a movie 
tha t a lso discusses the West 
Va lley's wale r problems will 
be s hown a long with the 
video presentation al various 
nrcelings in the fall. 

Katy O'Grady may be 
r eached a t 876 -2514 or 
k~1mcly@azlrib.com. 
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Forum wrestles 
with water woes 
By Geno Lawrenz! 
Independent Newspapers 

What costs more per ounce 
than oil despite its apparent 
ab undance all over the 
world? 

If your answer was water, 
congratulations. Some 200 
Sun Citians attended a forum 
on the vital subject at Com­
m unity Church of Joy in 
Glendale. The League of 
Women Voters of Northwest 
Maricopa County was one of 
44 sponsors. 

Referring to water as one 
of the most important topics 
to Sun Citians. West Valley 
resident Richard Lanning. 
who attended the meeting, 
said he worries about area 
residents having enough 
water to meet all their needs 
at the right cost. 

Among topics covered at 
the three-hour forum: 
drought, groundwater. pump­
ing, environmental impact of 
water depletion and how the 
growing West Valley popula­
tion will affect the present 
and future water supply. 

Sun City West- resident 
Carolyn Jennings. a commu­
nity leader and member of 
the Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West Board of d irectors, 
is .a native of Chicago - where 
water wasn't a scarce com­
modity. 

"Back home. water was 
never an issue. but here it is a 
major issue," said Ms. Jen­
nings. "We need to educate 
ourselves on its value as a 
resource and on the costs of 
having it in sufficient quanti-

See Water - Page 3 

Photo by Geno Lawrenzi/lndependent Newspapers 
Donna Ahrens Lewis, chief executive of the Lake Pleasant 
Regional Association of Realtors, shows the application form 
her organization is distributing to low income Sun Cities home­
owners in order to help them improve their homes. 

Continued From Page 1 
ties." 

As a community leader in 
Sun City West. Ms. Jennings 
knows the difference between 
potable water, which is not 
drinkable but can be used for 
irrigation and other purpos­
es, and pure water that can be 
used for cooking and drink­
ing purposes. 

Arizona saw arouncl eight 
inches of rainwater last year. 

"This means we 1nust 
bring ou r water in from 
somewhere else ... she said. 
"That's why these forums arc 
so important in bringing in 
experts to keep us informed. 
There isn't a shortage of 
water right now. but we need 
foresight and leadership. We 
can't wait for a crisis to arr ive 
before we act. .. 

She and Bob Jones are co­
chairmen of the water com­
mittee for the Recreation cen­
ters of Sun City West. 

Arizona wai.er officials are 
worried about the West Val-

ley's ability to meet its water 
needs within three years with­
out either restricting the 
growth rate or rationing the 
water supply. 

Speakers included Robert 
Glennon, professor of law at 
the University of Arizona and 
author of "Water Follies -
Groundwater Pumping and 
the Fate of America·s Fresh 
Water;" Kathy Jacobs. associ­
ate professor, University of 
Arizona; David Wilson. gener­
al manager, Central Arizona 
Project: Keith Larson . Ari­
zona American Water Co .. 

director of water resources. 
League officials said the 

turnout was disappointing. 
"We had hoped 500 or 

more would have attended. 
but only 200 or so showed 
up," said League member 
Lois Brechner. 

Central Arizona Project is 
working on a Groundwater 
Savings Plan that will help the 
state meet its water needs for 
the next century. 

For more information on 
the league and its activities. 
call (602) 604-9148. 



Water worries 
Pressure concerns ignite fears of major fire 

MITCHELL VANTREASE 
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Sun C1t1· \\'est fire '.\1ar ­
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:1e..ir house::, on 1 SI st A1·e­
:n1e nonr: o: Deer \'allel' 
~ue1d Heger ,aid he 1s hope·­
:L.I th, probkm 11111 be »oll·td 
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:he area 
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:>OO::,ter pump Ill early :200.J 
:o sol1·e the pre»sure prob­
.em. 

Sun C111· l1c1::,n't had 
>1:l1tches with anv ol its 
:1ydrams or pipes ·since the 
: 960s. ::ia1d Fire Chief Jim 
Sebert :\11 of the pipes han 
Jeen replaced smce then. 

·\\'c: ha1·e one o( the largest 
,nd bc:::,t ll'ater systems m the 
,tale oi' :\nzona." he said 

HO\\'c: '. c-r Sebert said ht 
":id h1,- ,:.i::· knows of a re<1::, 
:nat need 1mpro1ement . 
. :,cludm~ YounglOll'll. ll'h1ch 

STEVE CHERHEK. 

See WATIR, A5 
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People's Perspective · 
Support current plan for CAP water use 
By Larry Watts, member of CAP ment agencies--the ACC and the 
Task Force, former President of Arizona Department of Water 
Governing Board , SCW; Bob Resources (ADWR}-are either 
Jones, geologist and civil engi- t ·ct 
neer, current chairman of PORA oo st~p1 or too uncaring to do 
Water Committee, and Dess anythmg about it. Nothing could 
Chappelear, civil engineer, mem- be farther from the truth. 
ber of CAP Task Force, principal The agreement to exchange 
engineer in construction of CAP groundwater for CAP water is a 
canal. requirement of the ADWR, not a 
. The Groundwater Savings Pro- . trick by the water company. J t 
Ject (GSP) before the Arizona ensures the ADWR- that the de­
~orporation Commission (ACC) signated gro_undwater :will not be 
1s a good and necessary plan. used, and it ensures the Sun Cit­
B ut, if you believe what Cliff ies that the groundwater can be 
Cowles, James Treece and others used by them if the CAP water is 
from the Taxpayers Association curtailed in any way. No ground­
are saying, it would be easy to water rights are lost and none can 
conclude that the_ Sun Cities' _wa- be sold without approval of the 
ter compan)'. (Ariz?na-Amencan ADWR, which is presently al­
Water Co.) 1s pullmg a fas~ ?ne _ !?wing no new groundwater 
on !he leaders of th~ Sun Cities, rights in the Northwest Valley 
while our responsible govern- without replenishment by an 

equal amount of surface water. 

SUPPORT: Current plan for CAP water use,,from Page 7 

So, be assured that our water water in the Agua Fria Recharge 
company is not selling o ur Project, thus saving the cost of 
groundwater to someone else. building a pipeline. Two of the . 

It also is true that the Sun-Cit- reasons why this plan is a poor 
ies are lagging behind the rest of one are the significant-loss d~ to 
the Northwest Valley in efforts to evaporation from the recharge 
protect groundwater. As a result, ponds and the variable loss due 
a cone of groundwater dep~ion to irregularities in the sediments 
is developing under the Sun Cit- that comprise the aquifer. But, 
ies, and subsidence (sinking of the most significant reason is that 
the surface) already has started in using the CAP water on the golf 
Sun City. courses and shutting off the 

It has been known for many pumping of an equal amount of 
years that the aquifer under the 2roundwater is immediate and 
Sun Cities will not provide us totally effective in the preserva-
with a continuous supply of wa- tion of groundwater. ~ · 
ter. We si}nply must use surface It is disingenuous to assert that 
water and our best option at pres- water is rising in wells located 
ent is CAP water. As we make four miles South of the blow-off 
this conversion to using CAP for the Agua Fria Recharge Pro­
water, it is very important to note jeci. The rising level in those 
that whatever allocation we get wells shows the water is going 
will be diminished in times of straight down, as expected. As a 
drought since we are low on the matter of fach according to geo­
priority list of allocations. logic experts, we cannot expect 

W~ would, therefore, do well significant help in the Sun Cities 
to create or have a reserve supply from the Agua Fria Recharge 
of wat~r. The best place to store Project for many deeades. Let's 
a reserve is in the ground. So, we not pin our decisions on the hope 
already have a reserve, and we . that they are wrong. 
will continue to have some re- The pipeline plan was carefully 
serves if we act responsibly now . deliberated, and it was accepted 
- to curtail our rapid.depletion by our community leaders. The 
of groundwater. experts at ADWR agreed with 

Some of our residents worry the plan, as did the engineering 
that, if we don't use our ground- experts on the staff of the ACC. 
water, then communities around It is expensive, but it is some­
us will use it. Not so! It is known thing we must have! Delays will 
that the lateral movement of wa- only compound our costs. 
ter in an aquifer is very sl9w, We urge our residents to care­
involving decades. Also, as stated fully weigh these arguments and 
above, groundwater conservation call one or more of the three 
is being practiced by most water ACC commissioners--Mr. Mun­
users in the Valley. dell, Mr. Irvin and Mr. Spitzer at 

Those against'building a pipe- (602) 542-3933 to support the 
line say we can use our CAP CAP groundwater savings plan. 

:t 
C 

~ 
Q) 

'.:< 
c_ 
C 
'< 
I\.) 
_<.n 
I\.) 

8 
I\.) 

~ 
m 

~ 
(/) 

rri 
I ::0 

::;;: 
► o--3 
tT'l 
:,:::, 



·Peopl,e:s Perspective. · ?//;: r/o"l- · 
Filtering the water maccurac1es 

Wc3'7 c /L-- · · D . . .. _ ... Suppfy" from.the Arizona e-
partment of Water Resource. 

, · :· · · ting and is a common feature of 
~Jn~n~~~~-:;U:.

0s~~ these types of water sales ~on-

Homeowners and business 
owners in new subdivisions must 
pay an annual groundwa!er _re­
plenishment tax to the D1stnct, 
which uses the funds to purchase 
water and replace any groundwa­
ter the water company provides 
to the subdivision. The CAP 
pipeline project cannot and will 
not facilitate growth within the 
company's service terri tory. A 
large body of State water law 
regulates how much new devel­
opment may occur in the North­
west Valley. 

Water·Conservatlon Study Group tracts. Moreover, ~y rate adJust-
The April 4 letter to the editor, ment would require approval of 

by Marianne Sikler of Sun City the ACC. . 
West, must be add~ssed to point Ms. Sikler also questions 
out her many inaccurate and mis- whether there is "unse~n benefit · 
leading statements. to the water company m pump-

Ms. Sikler says the agreement ing our unused groundwater." 
betweer1 the Recreation Centers She follows this with comments 
of Sun City West and the Arizo- that the water company is in the 
na-American Water Company business of "selling water and. 
al lows the water company to plans to expand its service. If a 
"adjust costs at a later date." The cache of groundwater is available. 
,actual fact is that the price to them to fulfill future service 

Sikler next attacks the Arizona­
Arnerican Water Company for 
planning to make "huge profit" 
on the pipeline plan. She says 
that "the fact is the water compa­
ny reportedly plans to spend $6 
million to expand service, and 
would like to enlarge the parame-

charged for CAP water to the . needs, we can expect them to use 
recreation centers is set by con- it." The truth of the matter is that 
tract at 80 percent of our current any new subdivision that Arizo-

. cost to pump groundwater. The na-American may provide ser-
80 percent factor will·not chan·ge. • vice to in the future will be re­
What may be·adjusted every five quire'd by state law to become 
years is the pumping costs used "member land" of the Centr'al 

. as a basis to calculate the CAP Arizona Groundwater replenish-

' 

water rate. This is a reasonable ment District in order to obtain a, 
and prudent approach to rate set- "Cert ificate of Assured Water See FILTERING, Page 5 

- --

' FILTERING: The water inaccuries, /rom Page 4 
ter Savings Project that may be 

groundwater and making usit of . approved by the Arizona Corpo­
a renewable water resource-a ration Commission, water rates in 
crucial alternative in our desert the Sun Cities will be well below 

ters of the proposed Sun Cities 
pipeline to serve more custom­
ers." Arizona-American has no 
plans to enlarge _the pipeline be­
yond the size needed to deliver 
the full CAP water allocation of 
the Sun Cities to the golf courses. 
The project's current cost esti-
mate is $15 million. . 

Sikler's next misinterpre'tation 
or misrepresentation of facts has 
to do wi th the exchange of 
groundwat~r pumping rights that 
Sun City West has made with the 
water company. First of all, the 
exchange was required by 
ADWR in order that Sun City 
West Recreation Centers could 
utilize the CAP water allocation. 
This exchange can be terminated 
at any time Sun City West re­
quest it. The so-called ''dirty wa­
ter" that she refers to again re­
veals a lack of knowledge of the 
~AP Groundwater Savings Pro­
Jecte or CAP water it~lf. 

CAP water is presently being 
used extensively in Phoenix, 
Scottsdale, Mesa, Glendale 
Peoria, Tempe, Surprise and An~ 
them. Unlike us, the communities 
mentioned have preceded the 
Sun Cities and are acting as re­
sponsible stewards of our natural 
resources , cutting the use of 

environment. · the rates of our neighboring cit-
S ikler's comment about the ies. 

Sun City Taxpayers Association Sikler's next paragraph is 
lawsuit against the Sun City Rec- vague, but I think she is referring 
reatio_n Centers is really out of to the proposed CA WCD re":. 
place. However, it is true that the charge project to be bu ilt in the 
obstructionist action caused by Agua Fria River bed. She refers 
the lawsuit does affect Sun City• to estimates that Sun City West's 
West as well. The longer the de- participation in this project would 
lay for building the pipeline, the be 237% cheaper than panicipa­
greater the expense not only ti- tion in the Groundwater Savings 
nancially, but also in continued Project. I know of no geologists 
use of high quality groundwater who will state that the CA WCD 
for inigation! ' recharge project wil l have a great 

In Ms. Sikler's interp~tation of or immediate benefit to Sun City 
the contract between the Sun West or Sun City. However, ap­
City West Recreation Board and · plying CAP water directly on our 
the water company, she estjmat~s golf courses will allow us to shut 
the increased costs of water bills down our pumps for much of the 
over a 43~year period as'being .. year. This is~ significant step 
"an increase of 40 to 4 7 per- - toward preserving our high quali­
cent...'' While the Groundwater ty, groundwater. 
Savings Project wi ll cause lf~he CA~CD recharge pro­
monthly water bills to rise, water Ject 1s eff~ct1ve, we would still 
rates in the Sun Cities are cur- profit ~y 1t at some future date. 
rently far lower than any of our Ref~rnr:ig t~ the Groundwater 
neighbof!ng communities which SavingsproJect as ~ "maverick 
have made appropriate moves to prog~m rev_eals an ignorance of 
red uce groundwater usage and ongoing projects, geology. and 
move to renewable water sourc- foremost, of hydrology. 
es. Even following any rate in-
creases related to the Groundwa-
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Groundwater allotted for golf needs 
SUN CITY WEST: New 
law extends industrial 
use permits to water 
courses through 2012 

MICHAEL MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City West's golf courses won't 
go brown in 2005, thanks to a new 
law. 

A House bill that became law May 
8 extends Sun City West's "General 
Industrial Use" permits another seven 
years. The permits allow the commu­
nity to pump groundwater to irrigate 
golf courses. "What this does is it 
extends the use so we will have time 
to build that pipeline." said Rep. Mike 
Gleason of Sun City West, R-District 
15, who sponsored the bill. District 

15 covers Sun City West. Sun City 
south of Grand Avenue and much of 
Surprise. 

Gleason said the seven-year exten­
sion would have been illegal without 
the bill, which will enable Sun City 
West to use groundwater on its golf 
courses through 2012. 

House Bill 2064 outlines specific 
conditions for the pennils to wilh· 
draw groundwater in the Phoenix 
Active Management Area up to seven · 
years after the date the permits would 
otherwise expire. 

Bob Jones. who handles waler 
issues for Sun City West's Property 
Owners and Residents Association. 
said four of the reliremenl communi­
ty's seven G!Us would have expired in 
2005. 

Sun City. on the other hand , was 
grandfathered under the Groundwa­
ter Management Act of 1980 so its 

groundwater pumping permits were 
protected, Jones said. 

"Sun City is a lot older than Sun 
City West," he said. "Sun City is 
grandfathered in. ll means they do 
not expire." 

Jones said lhe extension will be 
inva lu able to t h e retirement 
community. 

"It gives us time to do a lot of 
things.'' he said. 

In order for the GIU permit to be 
extended for seven years. a contract 
lo use Central Arizona Project water 
instead of groundwater had to be 
entered inlo on or before Jan. 1, and 
conslruclion on a pipeline to deliver 
the CAP waler has to be substantially 
under way by 2007. 

The ·extension would be terminated 
if progress toward completion of the 
pipeline lo transport CAP water to the 
golf courses has not occurred in a 

timely fashion. 
The Arizona Corporation Commis­

sion is scheduled to make its decision 
on the pipeline on J uly 11. 

The proposed pipeline would bring 
CAP water to Sun City for use on golf 
courses a nd would tie into the 
already-constructed pipeline in Sun 
City West to serve golf courses there 
as well. The pipeline would run south 
along 99th Avenue, then follow Del 
Webb Boulevard and branch off to the 
golf courses. 

Sun City Taxpayers Association 
officials insist using an existing 
recharge basin near the Agua F'ria 
River north of Jomax Road would be 
more cost effective than building the 
$16.4 million pipeline and would still 
recharge the aquifer from which 
groundwater is pumped. 

Michael Maresh can be reached at 
876-2513 or mmaresh@aztrib.com. 
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Water: hardly a dry subject in Sun City West 
The availability and cost of water is an increasingly important issue to We have a contract with Citizens to use CAP water on five of our golf 

the Recreation Centers of Sun City West and to our residents. The Legisla- courses which will allow us to stop pumping well water. Under that accord, 
ture is considering water law recommendations that could impose a new we would save money -- about 20 percent of what we currently spend to 
tax on communities that mine groundwater - and that primarily is the Sun deliver well water -- while leaving the aquifer untouched. 
Cities. In the last four years, the Association has spent $1 .1 million to improve 

The tax plan is included in suggestions from the Governor's Water the efficiency of our irrigation systems, everything from installing weather 
Management Commission, which spent much of last year looking at stations, better sprinkler heads, more cost-efficient pumps, and controls. 
Valley water issues. Among other things, it noted that the two Sun We also spent money on an independent consultant to audit our 
Cities combined (population about 65,000) use more unreplenished work, and to get suggestions on what more we could do. In his Novem-
groundwater than the combined cities of Phoenix and Peoria, ber 11 report, Don Ackley of Palm Desert, CA, found that we were 
(population 2 million-plus). This fact has caused considerable considerably more efficient in our water use than the 65 courses 
resentment among officials elsewhere in the Valley. studied in the Palm Springs area. He said of his findings at Deer · 

We have been accused of not doing our part in replenish- Valley: "The current irrigation efficiency of 89.5 percent will be 
ment, in use of CAP water, and in conservation. The argument is difficult to improve upon. It~ the liighest irrigation efficiency that I 

, that incorporated municipalities have approved costly bond issues have ever measured." · 
and higher taxes and water rates to implement the steps the Sun Cit- -.....--......- Simply put, we are not wasting water here. Like incorporated 
ies have resisted. communities, we have spent money to improve our water use efficiency, to 

That simplistic explanation for the suggested tax overlooks many of upgrade our facilities and, as we cut down on the irrigated area of the 
the serious and costly water-saving efforts your Recreation Centers have courses in corning years, to conserve. 
made. It seems focused instead on the misguided efforts of the Sun City We do not want to have our residents hit with a punitive ground 
Taxpayers Association to first oppose the use of CAP water on local golf water mining tax. We are working to make sure our elected representa-
courses, and, when that failed, to oppose the method by which the Sun tives know of our considerable efforts, as well as the public. 
City Centers approved the plan. The Sun City West Water Committee will keep tabs on the proposed 

Having lost a round in Superior Court, the Taxpayers group in Decem- replenishment tax. Involved are Dess Chappelear, Carole Hubbs, Bob 
ber said it planned to litigate for another three years, a step that could Jones, Todd Patty and Larry Watts, all previously active in our water studies 
bring punitive legislation down upon the two retirement communities. and conservation efforts. 

Using the Central Arizona Project water on our golf courses would State Senator Ed Cirillo, one of our Centers members, and Rep. Mike 
save an equal amount of groundwater currently pumped for irrigation Gleason already have met with us and pledged to work with us to help tell 
from the aquifer under the two communities. That is why CAP water use our story to other lawmakers. 
was recommended by a local study group whose members came from Watch for additional information on this important topic in future issues. 
the Recreation Centers in both communities, from PORA and the Sun City Water is anything but dry 
HOA, and from Citizens Water Resources. 


