PAGE 2 — SUN CITY'S 32ND ANNIVERSARY, SCINDEPENDENT — JAN. 22, 1992

Historical Society works to preserve Sun City's past

Very first model home
serves as headquarters,

museum of memorabilia

By ANNE RYMAN
Sun Cities Independent

A menu features filet mignon for $2.45, a
home costs $8,000 and cotton fields take
the place of today's houses and
condominiums.

Those days may be gone, but the files of
the Sun Cities Area Historical Society puts
the early beginnings of the Sun Cities at
people's fingertips.

The society museum, located at 10801
Oakmont Ave., features information about
the first model homes, early photographs of
the Sun Cities, newspaper clippings, street
maps and memorabilia.

Collectibles include keyrings and buttons
as well as early sourvenirs such as ashtrays
commemorating the fifth anniversary of
Sun City.

In 1989, the society purchased the first
model home built in Sun City which
members converted into a historical
museum and headquarters.

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society is
open Monday through Friday from 1 to 3
p.m.

Before the home purchase, society
members used a small office in Plaza del
Rio as well as their homes for storing
memorabilia. Jane Freeman, archivist of the
Sun Cities Area Historical Society, says she

Photograph courtesy Sun Cities Historical Society
Prior to 1960, Sun City was nothing but one large cotton fleld.The town of
Youngtown, foreground, was established In 1955. The above aerlal

photograph was taken just as the Del Webb Co. was clearing the land In
preparation of the retirement community to come.

kept items in her garage, utility room,
inside closets and even under beds.

Mrs. Freeman co-founded the
organization with Glenn Sanberg. Members
met while working on "Jubilee," a book

published in 1985 about the history of Sun
City. The society has grown to include 250
members, she says.

One archive is not necessarily more
important than another.

"It's all important,” she says.

The society is interested in anything that
will depict the way of living in the Sun
City or Sun City West.

"What we're trying to do is collect any
pertinent data valuable to the future," says
Emil Fischer, president of the Sun Cities
Area Historical Society. He says while the
information may not seem important today,
it will have great importance in 50 years.

Mrs. Freeman says some people bring in
items that are historically significant but
have nothing to do with the Sun Cities such
as a Life magazine's John F. Kennedy
assassination cover.

"Historically, it's good, but we can't
begin to take everything," she says,
because the society's focus is preserving
information about the local area.

Volunteers currently are working on a
file which has clippings of information
about services such as banks, bowling,
churches, etc.

Members copy the information on acid-
free paper and place it in acid-free folders
for preservation. Volunteers also are

See SOCIETY, Page 3
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working to complete a pamphlet ﬁle ,

i "These. pamphlets ‘can't be . copled
because. you lose theressen’ce,""M S.
Freeman says of pamphlets put out byE ;
organizations such as the Prides or the Sun
City Symphony. Members work to 1dent1fy
and date: photographs ngen to! the soorﬁty
by the Del Webb Corp. : ¢ fad o
. Mrs, Freeman says she doesnt know
exactly how many . photos ave to be .
identified, but esumates 1t vbe several e
thousand. ” ; AL
i Members Just completed»gathenng and: S
mountmg a collecuog‘gfxearly Sun;Cuy,

postcards and Christmas cards egmnmg? W
in 1960, the Del Webb Corp ~sent .

ot Y)J \ <
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| 'Most of the cards are fold-out’ hr three-
drmensxonal.‘ In: one ‘card, a wlutefpicket e
fence . opens J,Q,freveal a: senes of photo- bl
graphs of Otyua e :,q o DAY _:l_-.f—'«‘ SR -
el (2 (the§r!:xn§ﬂ" of holi holiday cards) - 8
discontinued in 1970 bocause there were
getting to be too ‘many peop}e,"*Mrs s

"i;

Freeman says, Sl npd ~,;_

in preservmg the archives of both Sun Clt
and Sun City West. : i@
' "We like to emphasize that because some
Apeople think of us (the society) as only Sun‘ b
City. We're very much xnterested in Sun
CltyWest, he SAYS. 1 a P e »_1
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SUN CITIES HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Paily News-Sué j
Sun Cities Area Historical Society officers are from left,
Emil Fischer, president; Al Driscoll, vice president; Rose
Larsen, secretary; and Sandy Goldstein, treasurer.
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ze SUN CITIES AREA  HISTORICAL SOCIETY . \\

»? YOU ARE INVITED
\ ]
to our Spring Membership Meeting \ |' ‘
N : : | \
] 0 \ Meet with friends and fellow members '
Q and hear an interesting program, (
NS

1A "\
/,0/ QATE: Monday, April 13, 1992 / \\
| \
J ' ; un City Wes ommunity \
(N  PLACE: Sun City West C

Center, 14465 R. H. Johnson Blvd.

TIME: 1 :00 p.m. Social -refresh-
ments served. MEETING; 1:30 -
3:30 p.m.

SPEAKER: NARGARET FINNERTY, Author
of "Del Webb -—— A Man, A Company"

and

MARTHA MOYER, Manager of Public and
Community Relations.will talk on
"Del Webb - Today and Tomorrow'

Many Sun City Pioneers and Sun City
West Pioneers will be present.

Sun Cities Historical Society
10801 Oakmont Dr.
Sun City, Az. 85351




SCW Trustees Seek Historical Items

‘The Sun Cities Area
Historical Society will
hold its spring meeting
Monday, April 13, at the
Sun City West Community
Service Center at 1 p.m.
for ' social hour and 1:30
p.m. meeting.

" Speakers are Margaret
Finnerty, author of “Del
Webb - A Man, A
Company,” and Martha
Moyer, Webb public and
community relations man-
ager, on “Del Webb,
Today and Tomorrow”.

The SC’s Historical
Society now has SCW
Trustees on its Board,
Althea Curfman, Martha
Moyer, Sandy Goldstein,
Maurice Street and Al
Driscoll.

The Sun City West

Continued from Page 1

FRUSTEES

Trustees negotiated for
space in the Sun City
West Community Services
Building for collecting
and preserving the histor-
ical data of our community.

Sun City West will be
celebrating their 14th
anniversary in October
and will start collecting
memorabilia now. Most of
the families who would
have in their possession
the many thrilling records
of Sun City West’s past
would be members of the
“Pioneers” Club.

As the Society grows,
its Board of Trustees will
be able to expand its
service so that the color
and excitement of days
gone by may be enjoyed

generations.

You are needed as
volunteers inthe office in
the Community Service
Center. Will you please
join in preserving the
history of Sun City West?
We need family pictures,
construction pictures of

your home, your neighbor- -

hood, your golf course, or
other Sun City West
construction, the Trustees
said.

Please accept our 1/2
price membership offer
of only $5 for singles, or
$7.50 for families, for the
year 1992 for first time
members. We will be
looking to receive your
membership this month.
One need not be a

memorabilia. Contact any
of the Trustees for infor-
mation.

The officeat 14465 R.H.
Johnson Blvd. will be
open on Wednesdays from
9a.m.to 1 p.m. Thisisan
opportunity to see photo-
graphs and news clippings
taken during the “getting
started” period of Sun
City West. You may see
yourself in some of these
photos. s

The office is a central
point for collecting memor-
abilia, photographs, old
restaurant menus, copies
of old activity 'calendars,
etc...items that"constitute
the history of =Sun City
West. Now is the time to
TRUSTEES

by present and future member to devote historical Continued on Page 3
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Dally News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. “Saturday, April 11, 1992 =

Hisfo

 —
\ :
fy At ¥ \
KY % Wy Y

E—
iZily NewsSii st T

“SUN ]CITY',WEST s A
th t want. to wait 27. years before they. .
start collecting historical memorablha
jﬁ ‘Sun City :West.

:¥We will .be celebratmg 1ts 14th an-
myersary in October and we believe we
mUSt start collecting memorabilia
now,” said Al Driscoll, a member of the
Sun Cities Area Hlstorlcal Society
hoard of trustees. An organized effort
to:collect Sun City memorabilia began
in: 11987, 27 years. after the community
was developed
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F . bling these items’ before they are dlS- !
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fcolored and discarded,” Driscoll said.

In an effort to 1nvolve more Sun City
West. residents in preserving the his-
itory .of the community, the society is
inviting the public to a spring mem-
bership meeting Monday.

Refreshments will be served at 1
p.m. and the meeting and program will
begin at 1:30 in the Sun City West
Community Center, 14465 R.H. John-
-son Blvd.

Margaret Finnerty, author of “Del
Webb — A Man, A Company,” will be
the featured speaker, along with Mar-
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lic and community relations.

Those who attend the meeting and

“other Sun City 'West residents are also

being given a chance to support the
collection of historical data by becom-
ing a member of the society.

A half-price 1992 membership of $5

" per person and $7.50 for couples for

1992 is being offered.

The five Sun City West residents on
the society’s board of trustees have
negotiated for space in the community
services building for collecting and
preserving the historical data of the

4 “Now is the time to begm assem-
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menus, ,copies :of old act1v1ty calendars .
and other.  items. of Sun Clty West’s
early years.

The hxstorlcal soclety s main ofﬁce is

at . 10801 .Oakmont Drive in the first

model home built in Sun City.

Residents in Sun.City have donated
many .of the items in the office and
now residents in Sun City West are
being asked to help

W g NI o bk A i s R e

1The’*ofﬁce is"open from 9 am. to 1 -
’j. p.m. Wednesday ‘and- will serve as a
centra]; point.; for" collectlng* ,memo-.
‘rablha, photographs, old restaurant

0
1nformat10n
"such as the names of early occupants;-,

early:. performances :in;,the Sundome,.,

.founders “and ; early: presidents- of - QFs,!
ganizations and t¢hurch . constructlon
dates. . .

In addltlon the sqcxety peeds famllyx v
pictures, . housmg construction pictures,;-
your neighborhood, golf courses wor.,
other Sun City West construction. 7

“As .the:society grows, its board ;of
trustees will be able to expand its
service- so that the.color and excite-
ment.of days gone by may be enjoyed

. by present .and . future generatlons*’
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Former Sun City Saints players sought for reunion

SUN CITY — The Sun Cities Area Historical Society has planned
a reunion on Sunday, May 17 to honor former Sun City Saints
players.

The ‘Society will have 32 team trophies and team memorabilia on
display during the event, which will be conducted from 2 to 4 p.m.

Players should phone "Thelma Keith at 246- 8890, Gerald Stapley
at 964-8579 or Alice Messick at 977-5745.

For information, phone Jane Freeman at 974-2568 or 974-5377.

“S’tin‘ City Saints
_players to gather
- Former Sun City Saints softball
team members will be honored by
‘the Sun Cities Area Historical
,Soc1ety from 2 to 4 p.m. May 17.

. " Players are -asked to contact
former . coaches Thelma Kelth.

7

(246 8890) Gerald Stapley'
(964-8579) -or Ahce Messick
(977 5745)



Saturday, May 16, 1992 Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz.

Glenn Sanberg

Take me
out to the
ballgame

o you remember our

great championship

softball teams that

brought sports fame to
Sun City? The Sun City
Saints are coming back for a
nostalgic visit Sunday after-
noon at the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society, 10801
Oakmont Drive.

Besides sharing those good
times with team members and
their coaches, Thelma Keith
and Gerald Stapley, you can
enjoy interesting displays of
action pictures, trophies and
other memorabilia, remin-
iscent of the golden days of
Saints fast-pitch softball, ac-
cording to Jane Freeman and
Rita Wright co-chairs of the.
committee. It will be a fun
time you won't want to miss.
The public is invited, 2 to 4
p.m.

iR
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VF - HISTORICAL SOCIETY ' 1992

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

April 21, 1992

Dear Sun City SAINTS Booster,

Re-live the good old days on Sunday, May 17, 1992 when we plan
to recognize the Sun City Saints. Further details are available on the

back of this letter.

We have talked with former coaches Thelma Keith and Gerald Stapley
and they will try to contact some of the players. We have asked the
ARIZONA REPUBLIC and PHOENIX GAZETTE to run an announcement in the
sports section asking former Saints players to contact Thelma, Gerald
or Alice Messick. If you, as a former booster, have kept in contact
with any of the players, please let them know about our program. Also,
please do the same for any boosters you may remember. We have a skeleton

list but it is far from complete.

We plan to have publicity in the local papers closer to the date,
May 17th., Hopefully they will print it...you can't ever tell these days.

In our files we have programs for the years 1971 througn 1983..
Can you supply any of the missing years? Also, any other

memorabelia?

Let's have a good turn-out, see you the 17thl If you have any
questions please call and leave a message at 974-2568 or my home,

974-5377.

Cordially,

: "~ OVER
lane Freeman
Archivist

10801 Oakmont Dr. ¢ Sun City, Arizona 85351 ¢ (602) 97;{2568



SUN CITY_
'RECOGNITION DAY

S UNDAY. MAY 17,1992 2:00-4:00 DM,
SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

10801 OAKMONT DRIVE
SUN CITY,ARIZONA
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WELCOME COACHES THELMA KEITH & GERALD STAPLEY

RENEW ' FRIENDSHIPS WITH TEAM MEMBERS

SEE SPECIAL DISPIAYS - MEMORABELIA

ENJOY TROPHIES - 2 OF THEM

FURTHER INFORMATION

Q7L -2568
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Wednesday, May 13, 1992 Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz.

Saints reunion set for this Sunday

By ANN T. DALEY
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — Former Sun City
Saints Coach Thelma Keith reme-
mbers playing softball the night that
astronaut Neil Armstrong took the
first steps on the moon on July 20,
1969.

“We were playing against the as-
tronauts landing on the moon and we

Softball

still had about 270 fans sitting in the
stands at the old field at 107th and
Grand (avenues),” Keith said. “That’s
dedication.”

Former Saints players and coaches
will join Keith in reminiscing at a
reunion hosted by the Sun Cities
Area Historical Society this Sunday.
Fans and boosters are invited to at-
tend the reunion from 2 to 4 p.m. at
the Sun Cities Area Historical Soci-
ety, 10801 Oakmont Drive.

Refreshments and souvenir
City Saints hand-held cooling
will be available.

SCAHS archivist Jane Freeman has
heen collecting Saints memorabilia to
display at the reunion. Among the
items are 32 Saints trophies, auto-
graphed balls, uniforms and game
programs spanning the team’s in-
ception in 1966 through their final
season in 1984. In 1990, the team
regrouped and played in the national

Sun

fans

Sehen tee/Dain Nwerun
Buttons and other Saints memo-
rabilia will be on display this
Sunday.

tournament, but moved to Phoenix in
1991 when players opted to change
leagues.

Freeman said the reunion will
highlight the society’s celebration of
National Historic Preservation Month
and Sun City founder Del E. Webb’s
birthday.

“We wanted to feature one group
from the Sun Cities each month and I
thought there would be a lot of inter-

est in the Saints,” Freeman said.
Through a 25-year history in Sun
City, the Saints finished as Amateur
Softball Association National Champ-
tons in 1979 and three-time champ-
ions in the Olympic Sports Festival.

wr

['his is wonderful,” Keith said of
the reunion. “Who knows, it might
generate some interest. (Sun Citians)
adopted us and we were a big part of

_ this community for a long time.

“It left a big void in the community
and in my life and my heart when the
team disbanded.”

Although the Saints have dis-
banded, Keith, Freeman and former
Coach Gerald Stapley have contacted
and received commitments from a
number of former players.

Among players expected to return
are pitcher Billie Harris, shortstop
Ginger Kurtz, shortstop-outfielder
Susie Gaw, second baseman Karen
Fellenz, outfielder Val Troxcel, short-
stop Woody Woodcott, first baseman
Gay Turley and mother-daughter
third base duo Rosie and Helen And-
rade.

“l was surprised when [ got the
phone call and a couple of letters,”
Stapley said of the reumon. "I talked
to some of the kids and they're plan-
ning on riding out with me.

“It should be a lot of fun.”
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Evelyn Parry, a Sun City Pioneer, Proudly displays various
Saints memorabilia and awards which are on display at the

Sun Cltles Historlcal Soclety. The soclety will host a Saints =
Recognition Day, 2-4 p.-m May 17..

10
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By Julla Jones
Staff writer

SUN CITY — A Sun City Saints
Recognition Day is planned for 2 to
4 p.m. Sunday at the Sun Cities
Area Historical Society, 10801
Oakmont Drive.

The celebration honoring the
now-defunct women'’s softball team
is a highlight of the society’s
observance of National Historic
Preservation week. Sunday hap-

ns to be the anniversary of the

irth of the late Del Webb, founder
of Sun City, said Jane Freeman, a
member of the Historical -Society
and of the Saints Booster Club.

On hand for the celebration will
be Saints coaches Thelma Keith
and. Gerald Stapley, plus several
team members and a special dis-
play of memorabilia.

- The first Saints home game was
played at the field at 109th and
Grand avenues on May 7, 1966; the

" Sun City Stadium at 111th and
Grand avenues opened July 4,
1971. R

b paaan- o, s fon. 16,0158

ho 1 -in- age.from. 16 to! 26
who 'range th aif‘.%smqﬁes;
isupport-forithet‘home’team’s was
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But the team faced the begin-
ning of the end, when the Interna-
tional Women’s Professional Soft-
ball League Association was
formed in 1976, and most of the
Saints’ opponents fled to be part of
the first professional women’s
team-sport enterprise.

Because of a lack of qualified
opponents and increasing stadium
operating costs, the Saints folded
in the mid 1980s. A brief flurry
toward reviving the team was
made in 1990, and the team, in
fact, finished eighth out of 38 in
national competition, but the team
folded again at the end of the
season.

The celebration and display will
be arranged in the Historical
Society headquarters in the first
home built in Sun City. The house
sold for $8,500 in 1960, Freeman
said. Information on the Society
and the celebration is available at
974-2568.

“Preservation Brings History to
Life” is the theme of this year's
National Historic Preservation
Week.
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Special event pays tribute to Sun City Saints

By BRET McKEAND
Sun Cities Independent

Sun City Stadium has hosted a
number of professional ballteams
over the years and has seen the
likes of such greats as Henry
Aaron, Rod Carew and Reggie
Jackson.

Ballteams have come and gone
over the years, but the most
popular team to ever grace the Sun
City diamond may have been a
team of female softball players, the
Sun City Saints.

It's been almost 30 years since
the Saints played their first game in
Sun City. According to local
historians, the community's
fondness for the Saints continues
as strong as ever.

The Sun Cities Historical
Society will conduct their first Sun
City Saints Recognition Day on
May 17. The event will be held 2-4
p.m. at the society's headquarters,
10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City.

According to Jane Freeman,
president of the society, letters
have been sent to several former
Saints players and organizers are
hopeful many will be on hand for
the event.

The team was organized in 1966
and was known as one of the

S

In addition to playing softball, members of the Sun City Saints
often became Involved In various fund-raising actlvities. it was
not uncommon to find Saints players roaming the stands
before a game, selling kisses for $1 In an effort to help a local

charity.

strongest female softball teams in
the nation. During their 18-year-
run in Sun City, the Saints won
numerous championships, raised a
tremendous amount of money for
local charities and were seen by
thousands upon thousands of loyal
fans.

"They were very popular and
well-supported by Sun City," says
Mrs. Freeman.

According to "Jubilee,” a book
detailing the history of Sun City,
the Saints were the offshoot of the
Phoenix Ramblers, a women's
softball team which disbanded in
1965.

Team members were lured to
Sun City in 1966. A local
newspaper published a survey,
"Should Sun City have a women's
softball team?" and the response

was overwhelmingly positive.

On May 7, 1966, the team
played its first game in a new
stadium constructed on the corner
of Grand and 108th avenues,
where JB's Restaurant now exists.

The first stadium seated 1,000
fans and sellouts were the norm,
not the exception. A local boosters
club was soon organized and, in
addition to tickets, money was
raised through concessions and
team merchandise.

Retha Beveridge, one of the
founders of the Saints Boosters
Club, recalls how "everybody just
loved the Saints." Attendance was
always solid — 1,000 people
would be considered "poor
attendance” back taen.

"They were kind of like our
daughters,"” she says. "And there
were no problems raising money.
Everyone would pitch in."

Mrs. Beveridge remembers one
particular game where the Saints
battled their opponents for 36

See SAINTS, Page B4
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innings. "Everyone stayed until the
end and we didn't get home until
' about 3:30 a.m."

The Saints were scheduled to
play the very next morning and,
 when she and her husband got to
the ballpark, "there were several
hundred people who remained at
the stadium." b

Bev Dryer-Stewart, the original
owner and first coach of the team,
says the closeness of the com-
munity at that time was one of the
reasons behind the team's
popularity.

"(Sun City) was a small
community then and most people
felt the Saints were their ballteam,”
she says.

The team quickly became "part
of the community” and, through
their participation in community
activities outside of softball, they

grew close to many of their most
loyal fans.

"We felt like we were their
daughters," says Ms. Dryer-
Stewart. ‘

"The girls made themselves
available. After the games they
would go up and talk to many of
the fans.

" They would attend events in
the community. The people got to
know (players) by name and there
was definitely a close relationship,”
she adds.

Like many people, Mrs.
Beveridge was disappointed to see
the team leave in 1984. "It was a
shock to everyone when we found
out they weren't coming back," she
recalls. "It wasn't for lack of
support or attendance."

The stadium was sold in 1984
and the future status of the ballpark

was uncertain. The Saints, unable
to afford the increased rent and
unsure of their future, left for
Phoenix.

The history of the Saints will be
relived through various displays of
uniforms, old programs and other
memorabilia at the May 17
Recognition Day.

The Saints exhibit will remain on
display at the Historical Society
throughout the summer. Starting
next fall, Mrs. Freeman says the
organization plans to feature a
different organization each month.

The Recognition Day and open
house are being held in conjunction
with National Historic Preservation
Week and, coincidentally, happens
to fall on the birthday of Del Webb,
founder of Sun City.

The public is welcome to the
event. Refreshments will be served.

Sun City Saints highlights

B 1965 — Phoenix Ramblers disband

B 1965 — Local newspaper begins drive to bring
softball team to Sun City. '

B 1966 — Saints, consisting of several Ramblers
players, begin play in Sun City.
B 1971 — Saints move into new Sun City Stadium.
B 1974-75 — Saints notch two consecutive Pacific
Coast League titles.

B 1975 — Saints invited to compete in South Africa
and Rhodesia.

B 1977 — Runners up in national tournament.
B 1979 — First place, national tournament.

B 1984 — Team moves to Phoenix, disbands.
Source: Sun Cities Historical Society
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by Ruth Borchardt

Not a “heavenly body,’
but a group of the
greatest girl softball players
ever. Join the fun! Come
to a wonderful “package
deal” on May 17 at 10801
Oakmont...Sun City honor-
ing the Saints, Del Webb’s
birthday and National
Historic Preservation Week.
All this is put on by the
Historic Society of Sun
City.

Jane Freeman hasbeen
working diligently to
bring this to fruitation...
enjoyment  guaranteed!
Surrounded by nostalgic
memorabilia and beautiful
trophies, you may spot
former coaches Thelma
Keith and Gerald Stapley.
Also some of the team
members.

One of the players,
Marilyn Rau who eclipsed
many of the national
players, hoped to come

b

Jane Freeman
but since she can’t make

it, mention should be
made that she won the All
American title 11 times
and was voted Into the
Hall of Fame for lady
softball players.

“Off and running” in
1966, the first Saint’s
home game was played on
Grand Avenue.

On July 4, 1972 the
stadium opened. In 1974

and 75 there were two
Pacific Coast League
Championships. 1975, away
they went to South Africa
and Rhodesia. Lucky seven!
1977 found winners and
runner-ups in national
and international tourna
ments; also beat Toky:
twice. 1979, the tean:
garnered first place in the
Nationals in  Housto
AND, a red letter day the
same year the Pom Pon
Girls’ first appearanc
under the guidance o
Corinne Leslie.

1983, the end of an era
The stadium was sold t
Bade Boyes of Glendal
and the Saints played n
more until 1990 whe:
they played in the Su
City Stadium and elsc
where on week-ends; als
playing in the National
in California, where the
finished 8th out of
teams! A remarkabl
record for an accomplishe
team!
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Staff writer ‘

SUN CITY — A Sun City Saints
Recognition Day is planned for 2 to
4 p.m. Sunday at the Sun Cities

Area Historical = Society, 10801 .

Oarllsxhnont Drive. :
e celebration honorin, :
now-defunct women’s‘softballgtetehan?
is a highlight of the society’s
observance of National Historic
Preservation week. ‘Sunday hap-
pens to be the anniversary of the
birth of the late Del Webb, founder
of Sun City, said Jane Freeman, a
member of the Historical:Society

and of the Saints Booster Club.
On hand for the celebration will
be Saints coaches Thelma Keith
and: Gerald Stapley, plus several
team members and a special dis-

plar\I)"h of fxpemgrabilia. S T

. The first Saints home game w.
played at the field at- 1g09th anacsl
. Grand avenues on May 7, 1966; the
Sun City -Stadium at 111th and
?91‘?{1(1 avenues- ‘opened “July " 4,

'b./. DR
+ -During :the! Saints)glor
in:the: 19708;4the edmyy

- Coast ix
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But the team faced the begin-
ning of the end, when the Interna-
tional Women's Professional Soft-

~ pall - League Association was

formed in 1976, and most of the
Saints’ opponents fled to be part of
the first professional women'’s
team-sport enterprise.

Because of a lack of qualified
opponents and increasing stadium
operating costs, the Saints folded
in the mid 1980s. A brief flurry
toward reviving the team was
made in 1990, and the team, in
fact, finished eighth out of 38 in
national competition, but the team
folded again at the end of the
season.

The celebration and display will
be arranged in the Historic
Society headquarters in the first
home built in Sun City. The house
sold for $8,500 in 1960, Freeman
said. Information on the Society
and the celebration is available at
974-2568. v "

“Preservation Brings History to
Life” is the theme of this year’s
National Historic, Preservation

Week. .
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Rick D’Elia/Daily News-Sun
Harriette Kanel of Sun City, left, a fan of the Sun City Saints, a women’s fast pitch
softball team, chats Sunday with Billie Harris, a former Saints player who pitched for
the team from 1970 to 1975. The Sun Cities Area Historical Society sponsored the
Saints Recognition Day in the society’s headquarters on Oakmont Drive.
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Memorabilia wanted
Historical group seeks items about Sun Cities area from before 1960

By Betty Latty
Special to Community

SUN CITIES — This summer, the Sun

- Cities Area Historical Society is reaching

out to untapped sources such as Waddell,
Litchfield Park, Peoria, Glendale and
Wickenburg in hopes of finding memo-
rabilia of the ranchmg countrys1de that
became the Sun Cities.

Jane Freeman, chief archivist for the

society — which is housed in one of Sun -

City’s first model homes at 10801 Oak-
mont — has made a" “want list” in ‘the
hopes that summer closet cleaners might
come up with some pre-Sun Cities items —

‘such as newspaper chppmgs, photographs -
(identified, please,) and maps — that deal

with the period from 1920-1960: |

“We would love anything related to the
early years of Grand Avenue,” she said.
“We need more history of Marinette, the
little town that preceded us, and we would
love to interview people who may have
worked for Boswell Ranch or have photos
and recollections of its cotton gin.”

The society has a few photographs from
the 1930s, she said, but “we could use a lot

more.”
“There used to be tent cities for mlgrant ‘
"workers and cabins for those who worked
year ‘round,” she said. “Those cabins were *

Some information sought by the
archives committee might come
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later moved. Somebody must have pic-
tures from back then.”

Freeman said she dreams of finding a
photograph showing the old Santa Fe
Railroad sign at Marinette, which was
still standing when she moved to Sun City.
“I kick myself now because I didn’t take a

See HISTORY, Page 5

Monday, June 22, 1992

o . Community -

The Arizona Republic/THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

Tom Tingle / Staff photographer
Lookmg over. an old map of what later became Sun City are (from left) Ag-
nes Fansler, Jane Freeman and Edna Ploeser. The Sun Cities Area Historical
Society is Iooking for donations of items dealing with the period 1920-1960,
such as this mug. It was produced to honor retired Air Force Brig. Gen.
Robert Scott, author of “God is My Co-pilot” and a former Sun City resident.

The

World 'Wari

- “want list.”

Seott, author.of the W
II best seller, “God Is My Co-Pilot”:

A recent gift was a coffee mug .
.produced to honor'retired U.S. Air
Force Brig. Gen.:Robert (Bob) Scott

Early telephone directories from
‘on his 84th birthday April 12.

the surrounding communities, es-
information: about local residents,

from Litchfield * Park, Freeman
- said, because the Boswell Ranch
pecially Peoria and Glendale, also
archivists seek news articles and
-past and present.

operations were centered there.

-are - on - the
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SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED

to the Fall Membership Luncheon and Meeting

g

m

|0

i~
1

;

|3

PEAKERS :

Tuesday, November 17, 1992

Palmbrook Country Club
9350 Greenway Rd., Sun City

12 Noon, Luncheon, followed by
Business meeting and reports

$11.00 per person

Burt and Ursula Friereich (first
Owners & Editors of Sun City News-
Sun Newspaper)

Please plan to come and enjoy fellowship with friends and
fellow members and hear an outstanding program.

Your Reservation is your check for $11.00 per person,
payable to SCAHS and sent to 10801 Oakmont Dr.,

made
Sun City,

85351 by November 10, 1992.

SEE YOU THERE!
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'Hlstorlcal Soclety '“‘"‘"*

slates f:all luncheon

| “The Sw; Qmes Hxstoqcal Socxety f
wnll hold its® fall membershlp
luncheon’ Nov. 17 at Palmbrook
Count;yplub;n Sun City.l ) vy

- Guest speakers for the event will”
be Burt, and Ursuld J;Frexre\xch, b
ongmal owners  of the D gily N ws=
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By JACQUE PAPPAS
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — About 32 years ago, a young
sports reporter bought the community’s first
newspaper with a $1,500 down payment.

Burt Freireich, who worked at the Phoenix

Gazette for 10 years, had always dreamed of

owning his own newspaper.

In 1960, Freireich and his wife, Ursula,
bought the Youngtown News and Sun City Sun
from Sid Lambert, who founded the tabloid-
sized, semimonthly paper in 1957.

On Tuesday, the Freireichs shared their
newspaper memories with about 40 local resi-
dents at a Sun Cities Area Historical Society
luncheon.

“One thing that stands out in my mind is that
tfire at the Lakes Club,” Burt Freireich said of
the massive blaze in 1972. “I ran the photo five
columns on Page One. Ever since then I'm
sorry that I didn’t run it six columns because it
was such a good picture.”

Freireich said he covered a
“controversial issues” from the time he pub-
lished his first issue on July 22, 1960, to 1984
when he sold the newspaper to current owner
Ottaway Newspapers Inc.

The News-Sun covered the Youngtown in-
corporation election, the attempted in-
corporation of Sun City and what Freireich
called the “Berlin Wall controversy.”

number of

Former publishers recall
early days in Sun ¢

ity

“In the early years, it got so members could
only use the center near their home so those
who belonged to Oakmont Center could not use
Fairway Center. Eventually, everything merged
into one and peace reigned,” Freireich said.

The first year the Freireichs owned the
paper, Burt did most of the reporting, writing
and photography while Ursula took care of
personnel, circulation and advertising,

“Burt was acting like an expecting father. ...
He was so excited to have his own news-
paper,” his wife said.

In April 1961, the Freireichs got a small
office at Grand Center and eventually moved
to another office on Coggins Drive. As the staff
grew with the community, the Freireichs
moved to a two-story building on Santa Fe
Drive in 1978.

In 1988 the Daily News-Sun moved into a
new building just down the street at 10102
Santa Fe Drive.

“At times I thought we were running a
chamber of commerce. People would call and
ask all sorts of questions,” Ursula said.

“I enjoyed the years we had at the paper. I
enjoyed writing and miss all the people.

“I remember one day the press stopped and
we were not able to go to print. The phone
lines went crazy. It was then when [ realized
how important it was to people.’

uarino/Dally News-Sun

Ursula Freireich speaks to the Sun City Historical Society Tuesday at Palmbrook Country
Clih Freireich and her husband, Burt, are former owners of the Daily News-Sun.
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Auxiliary to aid historical society

Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — The Sun Cities Area
Historical Society is forming an
auxiliary to assist in preserving and
cataloging thousands of photographs,
newspaper clippings and other
memorabilia from the community’s
early days.

Auxiliary volunteers are needed to
do a number of things from mounting
old photographs to helping set up
exhibits at the society headquarters,
10801 W. Oakmont Drive.

This month, an exhibit of the Sun
City Saints women’s softball team is
on display.

The headquarters is housed in the
first model home built in Sun City.
The home is open to the public from
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. weekdays and fea-
tures a variety of exhibits.

A display case of Sun Cities area
memorabilia will also be installed in
the Sun City West Foundation
Community Building, 14475 R.H.
Johnson Blvd.

Rose Larsen, secretary of the his-
torical society, said she hopes about
50 local residents volunteer.

“It’s just tremendous to think
about all the things we have. We
need the community’s help to pre-
serve them in the best way possible,”
Larsen said.

For more information about bec-
oming an auxiliary volunteer, call
972-8028.

RS
ces Guarino/Daily News-Sun

/=R 2
Edna Ploeser, a hostess at the Sun City Historical Society, brouses
through photographs from the 1920's.

»
Fran
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Greetings
from Sun City!

An exhibit of Sun City postcards
and Christmas grestings is cur-
rently on display at the Sun Cities
Historical Society, 10801 Oak-
mont Drive. Fifty-two postcards
dating back to 1961 are included
in the display, as well as eight
varieties of Del Webb Christmas
cards. The holiday greetings
were given to residents between
the years of 1960 and 1970 and
the society is in search of two
missing years. Residents wishing
to donate items for the display
are welcome to call 974-2568.
Above, Glenn Sanberg reviews
the exhibit. '




Historical Society forming auxiliary

By Lori Baker
Staff writer

SUN CITIES — The Sun Cities
Historical Society is forming an
auxiliary to help organize volun-
teer activities.

- The first auxiliary meeting will
be at 11 a.m. Jan. 23 at the
society’s headquarters, 10801 Oak-
mont Drive.

Rose Larsen, auxiliary secre-
tary, said the group is searching
for men and women to volunteer a
few hours each month.

Hostesses and hosts are needed
to assist with open-house celebra-
tions. They also would greet visi-
tors during the museum’s hours
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. weekdays.

Other projects needing volun-
teers include:

B Two people are needed to work

on the vertical file. They would
clip newspaper articles, copy them
on acid-free paper and file them.

mSomeone is needed to inven-
tory materials on the Sun City
Saints softball team.

mHelp is needed in setting up a
file for Sun City West.

M Assistance is needed to select
slides that are pertinent to Sun
Cities history and to sequence a
slide presentation.

m People are needed to help with
the society’s newsletter and mail-
ing.

mHelp is needed in planning
monthly displays.

“The rewarding aspect of cata-
loging and recording for the Sun
Cities area Historical Society is the
knowledge that one’s efforts are of
historical value,” Larsen said.

“One is not perpetrating a series of
ephemeral events but is perpetuat-
ing history.”

The historical society was begun
in October 1985. The first house
built in Sun City serves as the
society’s headquarters, where
memorabilia, maps, photos and
news clippings about the Sun
Cities are kept.

A satellite office in Sun City
West was opened last year and a
display is being created for public
viewing.

People interested in volunteer-
ing can call Jane Freeman, the
museum’s chief archivist at
974-2568. Freeman is the co-author
of “Jubilee: The 25th Anniversary
of Sun City, Arizona,” which
chronicles the history of Sun City
through 1985.

Wednesday, January 13, 1993 The Arizona Republic/THE PHOENIX GAZETTE 9
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Fast Growing Sun Cities Area Historical
Society Organizing Needed Auxiliary

Story & Photos,
Stan Steciak

The SCAHS (Sun Cities
Area Historical Society) is

handle the newsletter and its
mailing and to set-up month-
ly displays. There is a great

' need for hosts and hostesses

to greet visitors during the
hours of 1:30 to 3:30 p.m,
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Continued on Page 10

growing by leaps and
bounds. So fast that it now
needs an auxiliary to assist
the Board of Trustees. Vol-
unteers are desperately need-
ed to work on vertical files
and to clip items from news-
papers and to file them. Help
is needed to inventory mate-
rials and there is a lot of ma-
terials. Someone must look at
slides and save those perti-
nent to the history of the Sun
Cities. Personnel is needed to

SHE CITILY ARESR
RISTORIG %

i v d

| —

Del Webb's first home in Sun City now the home of SCAHS

Historical Society Rose Larsen, secretary of
Continued from Page 1 the SCAHS, reminds all that
Monday through Friday. the first meeting (it will be a
Most important, to Westers, historical event) of the auxil-
is that volunteers are needed iary will be Saturday, Jan, |

to set up a file for the history
of Sun City West.

Joining the auxilia-
ry will be rewarding because
your efforts will be of histor-
ical value.

23rd, at 11 a.m. A luncheon
will follow a brief orienta-
tion. The meeting place will
be an interesting one to visit
because the home at 10801
Oakmont Drive, Sun City, is

the first home built by Del
Webb. If memory serves
right, Mr. Webb actually
worked on this home. The
Historical Society is head-
quartered in this historical
place. Soon it will have an
office in Sun City West too.
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Historical Society preserves community's past, records the present
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The Sun Cities Historical Society maintains its headquarters in a building which once served as the first Sun Ci;y model home. The

building, located at 10801 Oakmont Ave., is staff
' I %) ed by volunteers and serves as a permanent home for old ph i
: t
memorabilia. Volunteer Evelyn Parry looks over a collection of Sun City telephone directories dating back to 1960. iy Tt




By ANNE RYMAN
Sun Cities Independent

One local organization believes in
saving-everything associated with the
history of the Sun Cities. =~ =

Since 1985, the Sun Cities Historical
Society has collected and preserved
historical information about life in the two
retirement communities. .

. The society, located at 10801 Oakmont

Ave., Sun City, collects newspaper clip- .
pings, photographs, maps and: other ]

memorabilia from Sun City's 33-year

history and Sun City West's 15-year.

existence. - e :
"We're also interested in present-day

thing$, too, because 50 'years from now it -

will be history, " says Jane Freeman,

society archivist. This includes infor- .

mation about new buildings, community
services and day-to-day events, =

~ 'The Sun Cities Historical Society was

organized in 1986 after a group of

residents got together to work on a book

about the history of Sun City, "Jubilee: The

25th Anniversary of Sun City, Ariz." =
"We had all this material we gathered

when we were writing 'Jubilee.! What
were we going to do with it? - We said
'we'll set up a historical society," : Mrs.
Freemansays.... .= . 7ol
Since that time, the organization has
grown to include 226 members.. In 1989,
society members purchased the first model

home built in Sun City and converted it

into a historical museum and headquarters,

The building is open to the public from

1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
In July 1991, they added the original Del

Webb sales office to the southwest corner 2

of the organization's building. Del Webb
officials opened the sales office in January
1960, and 200,000 people visited it th
first'weekend. &

Today, the former sales office is home to
photographs of the early history of Mari-
nette (the town which once existed where
Sun City now exists), Sun City's early days
of development and the first sketches of
model homes.

The museum also features early memor-
abilia such as the elaborate three-dimen-
sional post cards Del Webb sent to its
residents in the 1970s. Collectibles include
keyrings and buttons, as well as early
souvenirs such as ashtrays commemorating
the fifth anniversary of Sun City.

-Program this spring on an
3 . g as
mined subject. They hope to
two programs a year — ope j

and one in the fa]],

- To help with special gram ibi
; gnd iy L Programs, exhibits
+an auxiliary group of aboyt 40

Rpsg _Larson, secretary, - -

Volunteers have catalogued thousands of
ph9tographs, obituaries and newspaper
articles, but much work remains Mprs
Freeman says, Boxes of slide photo;;raphs.
‘must be examined to see if the people and ’
ev;r;m in them can be identified,

“he society gets its items frop
residents and organizations. To deTer:r(:iifg
I\ivhet.her something has historica] signi-

eance, Mrs, Freeman says the item, phor.
,ogx:aph or clipping must relate to the Sun
Cities area. It should be dated and jdeng,
vflcd,.partxcularly if there are people in
Photograph,  ~ ; : ;
ﬂexl:: addlt;on to its col;g:tion of historical
S, the society hosts periodic exhibits
and sponsprs special programs. In May
1991, Society members hosted 3 cele-

Society mcmbers Plan ahother Special

-yet undeter-

the society plans to form
peolgle, says



New auxiliary lends helping hand

| By ANNE RYMAN

Sun Cities Independent

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society
is looking for volunteers to help preserve
the history of the two retirement
communities.

Board members want to form an
auxiliary of 40 people to assist with fil-
ing, inventory and clipping photographs
and newspaper articles, says Rose Larson,
secretary of the 226-member organi-
zauon.

"I've watched Jane Freeman, our
archivist, and her assistants do more work
than three can handle," she says.

"Every single obituary comes out of
the paper. Every photo of historical
significance is put on special paper and
filed."

Projects for auxiliary members include:

B A display on Sun City West in the
Sun City West Community Services
Building.

B Serve as hosts and hostesses to assist
with open houses and during visiting
hours — 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

B Prepare a quarterly newsletter that
goes to society members

B Inventory materials on the Sun City
Saints, a woman's softball league
organized in 1965.

M Construct periodic displays.

B Clip items of interest from news-
papers, copy them on acid-free paper and
file them.

The time commitment is up to the
person who chooses to volunteer, Mrs.
Larson says. "I think four of five hours a
month is adequate,” Mrs. Larson says. "If
we had several people giving this much,

we could get so much done."

Those who are interested may contact
Mrs. Larson at 972-8028. A short
orientation session is planned for 11 a.m.
Jan. 23 at the society's headquarters,
10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City.

Since 1985, the Sun Cities Historical
Society has collected newspaper clip-
pings, photographs, maps and other
memorabilia from Sun City's 33-year
history and Sun City West's 15-year
existence.

Mrs. Freeman is looking forward to the
extra help of an auxiliary.

"We can give them all kinds of
projects.

"We're hoping someone will be inter-
ested in going through slides and deciding
what is pertinent. And we have a lot of
scrapbooks to critique (for historical
value)," she says.

JANUARY 20, 1993 — SUN CITY'S 33RD ANNIVERSARY, SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT -
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‘Century of Diversity’
distills the essence
of Glendale’s history

By EVELYN BARBER
Editorial page editor

Just received my copy of the history of Glendale, commis-
sioned during the city’s 100th anniversary in 1992.

It’s beautiful, absolutely beautiful.

Leafing through “Glendale, Century of Diversity” brought
back memories of the 18 years — from 1959 to 1977 — when I
lived in Glendale and worked
on the weekly newspaper (un-
til 1973 when I joined the Double takes
News-Sun.) 0y

The city was founded by a
religious group — no hard
drink was served anywhere in
the new settlement and that
was prominently mentioned in
the fliers inviting Mid-
westerners to settle in the
teetotalling town.

So many names in the book
are familiar, people who con-
tributed much to the devel-
opment of Glendale, people I
knew and admired. We set the
stage, we who had a sense of
the future, for the growth we
knew would come. And it did.

As I skimmed that warm, personal and picture-filled book, I
was reminded of Thelma Heatwole, newspaperwoman of excel-
lence, who was an important part of Glendale’s history as well
as its recorder. Many times, I pestered Thelma to write a
history of Glendale, which she knew so well firsthand.

Thelma never found the time, but I know she would be
inordinately proud of everyone who had a part in creating this
splendid book. I'm terribly proud, just from skimming through
and reading here and there where something jogged my mem-
ory — including the two mentions of my name, which puts me

in Glendale’s history. Now I will read it through, every word —

and more than once. It’s a dream come true.
——0——0——0——

Glendale’s book reminds me of the Sun City history, “Jubi-
lee,” written to celebrate the community’s 25th anniversary. It,
too, was a beautiful book and a perfect example of the need for
every community to collect its history in words and pictures.

The Historical Society of the Sun Cities Area is always in the
process of collecting and storing the stories, the pictures and
the artifacts that make up the memory of a community. Every-
body who has Sun Cities memorabilia ought to get in touch with
the group. Call 974-2568. Contributions are deductible.

Sun City will celebrate its 50th anniversary in 2010 AD and
some local writer of that era should have plenty of material to
update the development of the lifestyle that was pioneered in
1960.

——0——0——0——
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The Sun Cmes Area Hxstoncal

: Society: will hold an"open house},-:“»and the: orlgmal sales ofﬁce for"

, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. March 20 at
j the first' model’ ‘home in“Sun Cxty,“"

10801 Oakmont Ave

Displays will 1nclude postcards
of the Sun Cmes datmg from 1960,
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pamphlets on retxrement centers

model homes. ~

go back to 1961 and books about

V1s1tors can_ brouse. through;
: -scrapbooks, copies. of old _photo- :
graphs, telephone directories that -

'''''

served,” Archivist Jane Freeman

We’dnesday March.17".1993
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“ -UN CITY = The Sun Cities -
Area Historical Society will host
‘an open house from 10 am. to 2 -

p.m. Saturday at its headquarters, .

10801 Oakmont Drive.

k Features mclude a Sun Clty
Samts‘f:Womens ‘Baseball Team
Room, icluding’ trophies, public-
ity, - plctures and articles, scrap-
books and other Salnts memora-

bxha
Dlsplays a]so mclude phobos of

_./

Hlstoncal Soclety sets open house

he first house plans, price. listings

2\11?1 aerial photos of the commu-

-~ nity ‘and recent. photos of retire-
t centers. .. .-

m? collectmn of books by area

writers also is featured

i N0 W
the commumues or by local -
;authors Refreshments w111 be:
~ provided. L Ernri oy :
» "Hopefully, people w1ll come.ll,
away with the feelmg that lhlS is

. now, people don't think of Sun City
something that should be pre- -

ate_s open house;

,old“

wont have 1t in the. ,futu}e nght :

havmg a hxstory, but it is 33 years

Eoodliny Ceunbinsy
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Members of ,the h1stor1ca1 somety
~W1ll be ‘on’ hand Saturday to explaln

= g t

‘More ;than three decades ago Del “Thls should ‘be very 1nterestmg,
E: Web’b“bet “out” tO‘t\l “'a tract of; see: the: beginning of :Sun Clty
desert land “west ‘'of Phoemx into the,mGenevxeve Lew1s,1

The openJhouse w1ll'take place
TS LIE e com}mctlon thh’fthe (Oakmo nt' ‘Rec-
mow, members of th Sun Cltxes
Area Historical' Soclety:are prepar-;
ing to celebrate the 33rd ‘anniversary.
of that tract turned-Sun City. 01
. An-open house is schéduled for 10 OMES |
am. to. 2 p.m.. Saturday in the Sun® nette Ranch a 20 OOO-acre settlement ,ah
Cmes Hlstoncal Soclety‘office, 10801 9t A
Oakmont Drive. The. office is the first”
. in* the'” community; * .
whlch,opened its''doors” to prospec-;' ;Salnts trophles and memoxjabxha°

;—r@aﬁwua;\ & pog £ n— lz'xisy

53 “We hope a 10t~of‘ oeople will »StOD=
in’ as’ we celebrate the 33rd year of :

For open house 1nformat10n, call :
974-2568 i :

‘otion  oslb MollloJ.HoppnjDallme-Sm #
Jane* Freemcm sof «the“Stina Cities
"HISl’OTICOl Socnety Ieafs 1hrough or

‘of the group ’_‘c?’a‘ioblooks
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Hlstorlans mark

C
> buil /Sun Clty were
ing the ;Sun  Citi

all the interesting, thmgs that havi
been collected over e-'years, sald
Evelyn Parry, a )
torical society.’
Sid Barrick

history available inside the first
house built- in this retlrement com- homes in 1960:
munity. . / i “Ranging from $8,500 for the Basic
oid plctures and brochures were Small Home t6 $13,400 for the largest _|
displayed in the 33-year-old house a &,house withihseyeral optional  fea-
nt Driv {The ongln ”ﬁrg‘read / 3
Ah ;51ze of atypi~ - “I'd 'l U touse for $8,500,” Ba'
L, WA ““”transplanted rick wa qmc toisay.
. ; ; )

Stephen Chernek/Daily News-Sun
ria Geehan of the Sun Cities Areo Historical Society hands “out
: ,rochures Saturday to a visitor to the socuefys headquarters ‘in the first

AR FAL I hn I ek

:—-From Al .. that:thrived in Marinette, the
“Barrick and hls‘s 'v‘vife Betty 7commumty that preceeded
.‘are visiting for the winter.. "Sun Clty i - £34

“He (Webb) had  the fore- :
sight back 30 years ago to The open house also attrac-

build a house that's han ted Gladys Schroeder — a 17- I' . s
accessible,” Barrick said. dlcap year-resident_ who had  hever Dlsp ays I pres
Samuel “and ‘Muriel’ McCul- ”zlﬁ_sll(t:ed the , hlstorlcal soc1ety
lough, ‘who' bought' their Sun by t
Clty home 10: years ago, ‘were : “With the Oakmont fair neXt sun clty VISI ors
equally lmpressed with ‘the door I thought this was-a gOOd
historical society’s displays. chance to see it,”. Schroeder
“I ‘think it's- marvelous,” said. “I think anythihg that’
Muriel said. “They’ve brought historical is important.” ;-
together all the different eras ’ - e kst
(of information) very nicely.”
Samuel, a’'retired farmer,
especlally liked the black and
white photos of farms from
the 1920s “with all the mules”

————e—




Historian
to speak
on Arizona

SUN CITY WEST — Nationally
known historian Reba Wells. will
speak about Arizona at 1 p.m. May
12 at the Sun City West Commu-
nity Center, 14465 RH. Johnson
Bl\'d.

She will be addressing the Sun
Cities Area Historical Society’s
annual spring membership meet-
ing.

In observance of National His-
toric Preservation Week, Wells
will give a slide presentation. She
also will describe the preservation
of memorabilia and information
related to America’s frontier West.

Reservations are not required.

Wells is the daughter of a
pioneer New Mexico family. She
has lived in Phoenix since 1982.
She holds degrees from the Uni-
versity of New Mexico in educa-
tion, Southwest history and his-
tory of the American West. ' She
taught in Albuquerque schools for
17 years.

She has done research in Mari-
copa, Cochise, Yuma and Yavapal
counties. She also has studied the
Sunnyslope community in north

Phoenix.
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historian with the

Reba Wells,
Arizona State Historic Preser-
vation Office, will be the featured
speaker at the Sun Cities Histor-
ical Society spring meeting, 1
p.m. May 12. The meeting will be

| held at the Sun City West

Community Services Building.

SC Historical Society

slates spring meeting

The Sun Cities Area Histor-
ical Society will hold its annual
spring membership meeting
May 12 to commemorate Nat-
jonal Historic Preservation
Week.

The meeting will be held at 1
p.m. in the Sun City West
Community Services Building,
14465 R.H. Johnson Blvd., Sun
City West.

Reba Wells, Ph.D., historian
with the Arizona State Historic
Preservation Office, will talk
about “Arizona, Young and
old.”
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THE WESTER

Freeman Addresses Pen Women

(L. tor.) Eleanor
Abell~Johnson,
president of Sun
Cltdes Pen
Wwomen, Jane
Freeman, speaker
at the April 17
meeting, and new
members Peg
Behrel and Joy
Medley.

Story & Photo,
Mildred Baker

Sun Cities Branch of
Natonal League ot American
Pen Women closed the year with
a spring luncheon at The
Madison 1n Sun City West
Saturday, Apnl 17th

Jane Freeman, who wus
original chair of the Sun City
Historical Society and has
worked with the organization
since its beginning at the tme of
the 25th anniversary of Sun City,
gave a very interesting address.
She cited pertinent incidents in
the history of these communites
and circulated maps, pictures and
newspaper references to early
days of this area

"The Wickenburg Vulture
Mine has a remote connection
with the Sun Cities," she
explained "Grand Avenue was
originally known as "Vulture

Road," a man stagecoach route

Marinette, the location ot
post office in 1912, was named
by a man from Marinette,
Wisconsin

Del Webb butlt Luke Air
Force Base in 1941

She stated that the Sun Ciny
Muscum shelves hold many
books written by local Pen
Women.

Three women became new
members in the lctters category
Madge Sakscena, Glendale, a
creative writing teacher and
founder of a California Writers'
Club; Joy Medley and Hazel
Spavin, both of Sun City

Pey Behrel jomed in the art
category. Her paintings hang
several arca establishments
including Sun Ciuies Art
Muscum )
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Arizona history lives
as researcher pictures
John Slaughter’s story

By EVELYN BARBER
Editorial page editor

Arizona may be the third youngest of the states, at only 81,
but it’s one of the most beautiful and has accumulated a lot of
historical significance in its comparatively few years.

We heard a fascinating portion of that history in a slide-show
talk Wednesday by Reba Wells, a historian for the Arizona
Historic Preservation Society,
at the Sun Cities Area Histor-
ical Society’s spring meeting. i

We were all familiar, of Double takes
course, with the name and
fame of John Slaughter, an
Arizona sheriff who inspired
such fear in outlaws that many
of them avoided his territory.

He has been featured in
movies and books as one of
the best and bravest of law-
men in the brief period that
was the historic Old West.

But we didn’t know the real
story of John Slaughter and
his San Bernardino Ranch,
which straddled the Arizona-
Mexico border of the late
1800s and early 1900s.

With slides of pictures she
had accumulated over five
years of research, Dr. Wells
reconstructed the lives of Slaughter and his young wife, Viola,
and their often burgeoning household at the San Bernardino
Ranch, near Douglas. The ranch, restored to its original ap-
pearance, is now in the National Register of Historic Places.

Viola, a pampered young woman from the East, met and fell
in love with John Slaughter when she was only 17 and he was
39, a widower with two children. She accepted the rugged life
of the western frontier with courage and determination, and
refused to let Slaughter send his two young children away to be
raised by relatives.

Not only did she and her husband give their love to his
children, but to an ongoing assortment of strays who needed
shelter through the years. At one time a black child, an Indian
child, a Hispanic child and an Anglo child all were in their
care — a rainbow coalition on the frontier.

Slaughter was in the cattle business, and had as many as 90
employees, which of course made cooking a large undertaking.
But in addition, the Slaughters found that the tourist business
was a financial help. They entertained visitors from all parts of
the United States who had heard of the beautiful San Ber-
nardino Ranch and wanted to share in the Slaughter’s hospi-
tality. The fun times were many, especially for the Slaughter
children who by that time were in their teens. O VER




Dr. Wells has many anecdotes to tell of the Slaughters and of
southern Arizona. One involved several years of research
before she could authenticate it.

She had heard that a Mormon settler had built his house half
within the United States and half within Mexico for a very
special reason. But until a donation of pictures came into her
hands from California, she could not be sure it was true. One
picture proved the story.

It seems that the man had four wives, but could have only
one in the United States. He built his house so that he and his
first wife could live in the United States and his other three
wives in Mexico.

Dr. Wells makes history live in her talks. She is enthusiastic
about the history-gathering being done by the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society and encouraged the group to collect the
history of these communities even while it is being made.

She outlined the requirements for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places: The building must be at least 50
years old; reflect the broad sweep of history; be associated with
a historic person; possess unique architecture of a historic
period; have the potential to yield information about history.

The San Bernardino/Slaughter Ranch fulfills all the qual-
ifications. And Dr. Wells held out the prospect that one day .
there could be such historic sites in this area. ,

Incidentally, the historical society is always looking for
volunteers who want to help assemble the artifacts and historic
documents that tell the story of the retirement communities,
especially relating to Sun City West. Just call 974-2568. 2L
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Dr. Reba Wells Addresses Historical Society

Story & Photo
Marie Scotti

‘The sun Cities Area Historical
Society held its Spring
Membership Meeting on
Wednesday, May 12 at the SCW
Community Center. Sandy
Goldstein, president, presided at
a short business meeting prior to
the program.

Dr.-Reba Wells, nationally
known historian for The Arizona
State Historical Preservation
Office addressed the members on
"Arizona: Young and Old." She
gave a slide presentation and a
talk describing the preservation
of memorabilia and data related
to America's frontier West.

Communities thought Arizona
celebrated the state's diverse
historic and architectural heritage
during the second week of May
with activities ranging from tours
of historic neighborhoods to
historic craft demonstrations.
These activities were part of
Arizona's celebration of the 21st
annual National Historic
Preservation Week, designated
by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation for the purpose of
promoting public awareness of
our nation's cultural resources.

The national theme for this year's

Historic Preservation Week was
"Preservation & Livable
Communities: Make the
Connection." :

Dr. Wells told the audience
about The National Register of
Historic Places. Over 60,000
historic sites, objects and districts

Frem J.: Jane
Freeman,
Historical Society
Archives
Chairman and Dr.
Reba Wells,
Arizona State
Historical
Preservation
Office historian
display
Preservation
Week poster
during Historical
Society meeting.

including more the 700,000
buildings within the districts are
listed in the 1993 National
Register of Historic Places.
"Saving these culturally

significant places is what the

preservation movement is all
about" said Dr. Wells.
Established under the Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and
administered by the National
Register is the country's official
inventory of districts, buildings,
sites, structures and objects that
are significant in American
history, architecture, archeology,
engineering and culture. Also

listed in the national Register are
all historic areas in the National
Park System and all designated
Nation Historic Landmarks.

"Although National Register
listing does not prevent an owner
from demolishing, selling or
altering the property, it does
provide benefits, such as federal
rehabilitation tax credits for
income-producing buildings,
cultural resource planning and
national recognition" reported Dr.
Wells.

Listing properties in the
National Register often changes
the way communities perceive

their historic resources.

The Sun Cities Area Historical
Society is organized as a non-
profit corporation exclusively for
civic and educational purposes.
Its task is to collect and preserve

the historical data of the Sun
DR. REBA WELLS

Continued on Page 8
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Dr. Wells Addresses Historical Society

Continued from Page 6

Cities area. The Society was
incorporated in 1986 and is a
tax-exempt corporation under
Section 501 (s) (c) (3) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1954.
This qualifies contributions and
membership support for tax
exempt status.

Through the generous support
of the J.G. Boswell Foundation,
Del Webb Corporation and other
groups and individuals, the
Society has purchased Sun City's
first model home as its
headquarters. The home is
located at 10801 Oak Avenue,
Sun City.

Membership in SCAHS will
make it possible for continued
scientific studies of the

sociological aspects of the aging |

process. The Sun Cities are now
concerned one of the most
important gerontological
laboratories in the world.
Preservation of this vast
storehouse of information is of
monumental importance.

Membershi 10 for
indivi 1 $15 for fami
rting $25 ron $50

nsor$100 Life $250. Make

checks payable to Sun Cities
Area Historical Society Inc., and
mail to 10801 Oakmont Avenue,
Sun City, AZ. 85351.



Past lives anew
in historical home

By MIKE GARRETT
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — Taking one step
into the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society home at 10801 Oakmont
Ave. is just like taking 33 steps back
in time.

Promotional videos, maps, post-
cards, newspaper clippings and
memorabilia such as old Sun City
Saints softball team trophies fill
every nook and cranny in one of the
community’s original homes.

At a glance, visitors can go back
33 years when Sun City was one big
block boasting one- and two-
bedroom model homes selling for
$8,600 to $12,000, a golf course,
Oakmont Recreation Center and a
swimming pool.

The small development south of
Grand Avenue- was a stone’s throw
from the area’s rich cotton fields.

Although an estimated 400 visit-
ors have toured the historical home
since January, society members es-
timate thousands of Sun Citians
have never set foot in the original
Webb model and have little sense
of the history of Sun City and the
15-year-old Sun City West.

An hour’s examination of the his-
torical society’s archives yields
decades of information from Del
Webb’s dream of an active adult
retirement community like none
other through today’s blossoming of
Sun City West.

Sun Cities Historical Society
President Sandy Goldstein invites

residents in both retirement com--

munities to celebrate National His-
toric Preservation Week May 9- 16
by reliving the Sun Cities’ past. The
home will close for the summer
May 28.

The seven-year-old Historical
Society bought Del Webb’s first
model home in 1989 for $44,000,
said Glenn Sanberg, who along with
Jane Freeman, helped found the
society. “We’ve since spent about
$5,000 fixing it up and adding Del
Webb’s old sales office to the back
of it.” The price tag of the original
golf course model in 1960 was
$9,000.

The opening of Sun City West in
October 1978 didn’t draw the curi-
ous as did Sun City in its infancy.

But Sun City West’s history is
equally significant to society of-

D /L/Sf Lres Lo

A postcard from 1961 depicts one of jhe,br,lgmol Sun City homeé.

ficers and members, who will meet
Wednesday to make design and or-
ganizational decisions for the Sun
City West historical room in the
Community Services Center.

“We’re looking for donations from

- the early (Sun City West) pioneers

who might have the promotional
plates, caps and brochures Webb
gave away during its ground-
breaking ceremonies,” Goldstein
said.

Like Webb’s decision to build and
expand Sun City West after its suc-

c¢ess with Sun City, the 220-member
society (including 35 volunteers
who maintain the house) is ex-
periencing growing pains. iy

The Sun City West: Community
Services room will be a catch-all for
the Sun City home’s overflow, said
Neil Bultman, Historical Somety
operatlons manager.

“We've run out of display space
“for all the stuff we have now. We’ll
"be building some pullout. stands
and - movable panels to conserve
space in the new room,” he said.




Past lives anew
in historical home

By MIKE GARRETT
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — Taking one step
into the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society home at 10801 Oakmont
Ave. is just like taking 33 steps back
in time.

Promotional videos, maps, post-
cards, newspaper clippings and
memorabilia such as old Sun City
Saints softball team trophies fill
every nook and cranny in one of the
community’s original homes.

At a glance, visitors can go back
33 years when Sun City was one big
block boasting one- and two-
bedroom model homes selling for
$8,600 to $12,000, a golf course,
Oakmont Recreation Center and a
swimming pool.

The small development south of
Grand Avenue- was a stone’s throw
from the area’s rich cotton fields.

Although an estimated 400 visit-
ors have toured the historical home
since January, society members es-
timate thousands of Sun Citians
have never set foot in the original
Webb model and have little sense
of the history of Sun City and the
15-year-old Sun City West.

An hour’s examination of the his-
torical society’s archives yields
decades of information from Del
Webb’s dream of an active adult
retirement community like none
other through today’s blossoming of
Sun City West.

Sun Cities Historical Society
President Sandy Goldstein invites

residents in both retirement com--

munities to celebrate National His-
toric Preservation Week May 9- 16
by reliving the Sun Cities’ past. The
home will close for the summer
May 28.

The seven-year-old Historical
Society bought Del Webb’s first
model home in 1989 for $44,000,
said Glenn Sanberg, who along with
Jane Freeman, helped found the
society. “We’ve since spent about
$5,000 fixing it up and adding Del
Webb’s old sales office to the back
of it.” The price tag of the original
golf course model in 1960 was
$9,000.

The opening of Sun City West in
October 1978 didn’t draw the curi-
ous as did Sun City in its infancy.

But Sun City West’s history is
equally significant to society of-
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A postcard from 1961 depicts one of the original Sun City homes.

ficers and members, who will meet
Wednesday to make design and or-
ganizational decisions for the Sun

City West historical room in the"

Community Services Center.
“We're looking for donations from

- the early (Sun City West) pioneers

who might have the promotional
plates, caps and brochures Webb
gave away during its ground-
breaking ceremonies,” Goldstein
said.

Like Webb’s decision to build and
expand Sun City West after its suc-

c¢ess with Sun City, the 220-member
society (including 35 volunteers
who maintain the house) is ex-
periencing growing pains. :

The Sun City West: Community
Services room will be a catch-all for
the Sun City home’s overflow, said
Neil Bultman, Historical Soc1ety
operatlons marnager.

“We've Tun out of display space
‘for all the stuff we have now. We’ll
"be building some pullout. stands

and - movable panels to conserve
space in the new room,” he said.
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Societies help preserve ‘istory

Sun Cltles Youngtown clubs"started fact collectlng early

By Lori Baker
Staff writer-*

Sun Cities and Youngtown res1-
dents are doing a good job keeping -

their history current a, h1stor1an
says.

historical socxet1es

“This is unique,”” said - Reba- g pRoa i

e

Wells a }ustonan -with. the state

Althohgh the retlrement com-"”
munities are not yet considered
historic places, they have active -

least 50 years | old, the bulldmgs ;

' _must not be s1gmﬁcantly altered,
~.and :the properties -must, - have
historical s1gmﬁcance o
.. People; who..live in: reglstered
thstonc buildings : receive a.. 50
percent, reductlon in their property

‘Many people m the
United States don’t, -
- think of us as having
_any hlstory out here,
' They are not aware of
“our prehistoric'  #07

"Pinhabitants, "} S SESEG ol p P ity
t ‘ Reba Wells
Historian . -

JhlStOI'lC preservation office. “Usu- ' ke,

ally, people wait until it’s hard.to =

‘get ‘the hlstory Thmgs-are scat-
tered.” o
~ Wells spoke to 'Sun Cities Area
“Historical Soc1ety ‘mémbers May -
12. They were commemorating
National H1stor1c Preservatlon
Week May 9-16." P

To be placed on’ the’Natlonal
Register - of “Historic - Places, “a
building must'be at least 50° years
' ‘0ld and meet other requirements.

- Youngtown' buildings' would: be :

ehglble around'2004, . e
Sun City; however, would’
to wait about two decades. =%

:“It’s important to stay current'
as we collect history,””said Sanford
Goldstein, president ‘of the' Sun
Cities Area Historical Society, '

. For example,:ivolunteers ~have
collected ' oral hlstory from Sun
City pioneers.. = !

*We ‘got ‘their recollectlons on

~ audio tape about their perceptions

and knowledge of the area,” Gold :

Gyt R B

 stein said: -
~The Sun: C1t1es Area Hlstoncal

Soc1ety, which: has- 220 members,'

.was started in October 1985,/ ¢
. The first house built in Sun Crty

“serves, as. the society’s headquar-

ters,  where memorablha, maps,

photos and news: clippings aboutb

the Sun Cities are kept.” -
The headquarters, 10801, Oak
“mont:Drive, is: open . from:1: 30 to

3:30 p.m. weekdays. Friday is the

last day before'the summer hiatus.
The. office. will | be "closed J une
through August g

"A satellite: office in Sun' City
West' 0pened last year and a public :
" display is, under construction at
‘the :Sun’ City ' ‘West Community |
‘Services building. Original Sun |
_City West residents who received a |
commemorative: ,plate from ‘Webb
“are being asked to donate them to
the historical society. ... :
* The Youngtown HJstoncal Soc1- !
ety ‘started. in 1988, . Residents
recently completed a’ quﬂt com-
memoratmg the “town’s history.

\‘Self-gulded tours are available of
' the. clubhouse square, Whlch has -

buﬂdmgs dating to 1954, -

Wells has done extenswe ‘his-
torical research throughout Ar1- :
ONAG ol it s
i..-‘Many.; people 1ng the Umted
States don’t. think of us as having |
~any history out here,” Wells said.
They are i not...aware: of Jour ;
prehistoric mhabltants Bei
- In 1540, the « first European
came’:up the Colorado- R1ver to
Arizona, Wells said.

XWe're not really that young m
our history,” she said. -

_Arizona has about 9, 000 hstmgs

— such. as churches, homes:.and
pubhc buildings — in the National -
Register of ‘Historic -Places. That |
includes the - historic . districts in
Phoenix such as the Roosevelt and
‘Encanto:,neighborhoods, . Whlch
‘have hundreds of properties. .

To be eligible for the Natlgnal
'Register,z ' properties ‘must beat




‘Our Old House’ to open

The Sun Cities Area Historical
Society is gearing up for its winter
season at “Our Old House,” the re
tirement communltys first model
home.

The first model, whlch also serves
as the society’s headquarters, will be
open for visitors Tuesday through
Saturday beginning this week. :

Visiting hours are 1:30 p.m. to 3:30
p.-m. at the model, 10801 Oakmont
Drive, Sun City.

The first model home was built by
Del Webb in 1960. It houses a variety
of photographs and other memo
rabilia chronicling the development
of the Sun Cities.

On Oct. 1 the community’s early
residents, also known as the Sun City
Pioneers, will be on hand at “Our
Old House.” In addition, pic tures of
Sun Cities churches will be on dis-
played.

For information, call 974-2568.

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Tuesday, Sept. 14, 1993
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‘Our Old House’ to open

The Sun Cities Area Historical
Society is gearing up for its winter
season at “Our Old House,” the re
tirement community’s first model
home.

The first model, which also serves
as the society’s headquarters, will be
open for visitors Tuesday through
Saturday beginning this week.

Visiting hours are 1:30 p.m. to 3:30
p.m. at the model, 10801 Oakmont
Drive, Sun City.

The first model home was built by
Del Webb in 1960. It houses a variety
of photographs and other memo
rabilia chronicling the development
of the Sun Cities.

On Oct. 1 the community’s early
residents, also known as the Sun City
Pioneers, will be on hand at “Our
0Old House.” In addition, pic tures of
Sun Cities churches will be on dis-
played.

For information, call 974-2568.



Residents
help record
SC history

H-2<.93
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — Melanie Sturgeon may be too
young to live in Sun City, but over the past two
years she has lived and breathed the commu-

nity.
’ Ly.ooking for a research topic for her doctoral
thesis in community history, the Arizona State
University graduate student said she could not
find a better sample thar Sun City.

One-on-one interviews with the piopeers of
Sun City’s active retirement community gave
Sturgeon an opportunity to fulfill tyvp' goals:
complete a thesis and help the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society increase it resources.

“Oral history is extremely important for a
community like Sun City,” Sturgeon said.

Sturgeon has recorded about 35 conversa-
tions with many involved in the developm_ent
and early years of Sun City, from the first
residents here to the developer, Del Webb
Corp. ‘

“We have been trying to get an oral history
program for several years, but I could never
recruit someone to do it,” said Jane Freeman
of the Sun Cities Area Historical Society.

Freeman and others at the society were
eager to help Sturgeon with¢her _research.

Sturgeon’s fascination with history goes be-
yond Sun Citians. She’s been hired by people
to write their family histories.

The mother of five has a bachelor’s degree
in history, a master’s in community h.istor'y and
has almost completed her doc[prate in mpdern
U.Sihistory with a focus on co ""n}unity history.

“Almost every person * térviewed was
really’:delightful, and they not only talked
about Sun City but their early life.”

Sturgeon learned some of the many.charac_—
teristics that defined Sun City and its resi-
' See Graduate student, A5

-

Graduate student

—From Al
dents, she said. Among them:

M “There’s a perception that. women in the
1920s, who live here now, stayed at home, but
there were many who worked and had ca-
reers.”

W “There was cooperation and interaction in
the early days of the community.” *

B “Women were much more involved in
social service volunteerism than men.” Male
residents were more involved in political is-
sues and groups, she said.

The theme of her study focused on the
“Activity Theory of Retirement,” a theory
popular in the 1950s and used in the devel-
opment of Sun City.

Not only did the people who moved here
make the theory a reality, with their hard work
ethic as well as their love for leisure activity
(developed in the 1920s), but the developers
played a major role.

“Del Webb made sure that it worked,” Stur-

- geon said. “That’'s why Sun City is so inter-

esting. It was really the first completely organ-

ized and planned retirement community (in
the country).”

The early residents Sturgeon interviewed
told her of the hard work they put in during
the early days, to get clubs off the ground and
keep the community active. _

“The clubs were the life force of the com-
munity,” she said.

Many of the Sun Citians, most of whom were
women, expressed both nostalgia and sadness
regarding what seems to be a decline in club
activity and the demise of the close-knit com-
munity it produced, she said.

“A common theme (in the interviews) was
sadness that it has changed from a small,
interactive community to a large impersonal
one,” Sturgeon said.

Freeman, a long-time resident of Sun City,
agreed that much has changed. Both women
hope the taped interviews will educate new
residents on the history of Sun City and moti-
vate them to get more involved, they said.

“There was a fellowship that you don’t have
now,” Freeman said.

The public is welcome to listen to the tapes
in the Sun Cities Area Historical Society in the
first house built in Sun City at 10801 Oakmont.

For information and hours, call 974-2568.
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' Stephen Chernek/Dally News-Sun

Laurel Cooke of Sun City studies the Houses of Worship display — which features
watercolors by Emil Fischer — at the Sun Cities Area Historical Society, 10801

Oakmont Drive. The society is housed inside Sun City’s first model home. It is open
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, September to May.
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Stephen Chernek/Daily News-Sun
Sun City Pioneers Bertha Myers, left, and Florence Sears look at a display of photographs
from Sun City’s beginning at the Sun Cities Area Historical Society, housed in the first model
home, 10801 Oakmont Drive. Sears and Myers have both lived in Sun City since 1960.

rian, Florence Sears, Evelyn
A A e Parry and others who moved
e x e : - to Sun City in 1960 and 1961
R SId I chatted about the good old
e n S al es Iv days when, they said, Sun City
was a ‘“‘close-knit town.”

The pioneers talked of how
they would gather for holidays
like Thanksgiving, for a
strawberry festival on
Mother’s Day and a root beer
bust on. Father’s Day, all on
the patio at Oakmont Recrea-
tion Center; how they still
Reminiscing, not music, drive by their first Sun City
drew about a dozen Sun City homes to see how they've
pioneers to the Sun Cities ¢hanged; and how they dealt
Area Historical Society head- With “cotton bugs” and dirt
quarters Friday. The pioneers and dust from nearby cotton
— Sun City’s first residents — fields that would blow into

were honored at a tea in the their homes during storms.
retirement community’s first “We were always cleaning.
model home. If it wasn’t bugs it was dust,”

Berth Myers, Mildred Told- Sears said.

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Saturday, Oct. 2, 1993
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A look back at the old days

The Sun Cities Historical Society held a special salute to the
community's earliest residents during last week's Old West Fest.
Florence Sears, center, a Sun City Pioneer, reviews memorabilia at the
society's headquarters with visitors Robert and Olga Adams. Mrs.

Sears was the eighth homeowner to move into Sun City when it first
opened in 1960.




SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

October 26, 1993

Dear Members:

The Board of Directors of Sun Cities
Area Historical Society cordially invites
you to attend the Annual Fall Membership
Luncheon on Wednesday, November 10th at

12 Noon in Palmbrook Country Club at 9350
Greenway Road.

Dan Shilling, Ph.D., Executive Direc-
tor of the Arizona Humanities Council will
be our guest speaker. His timely topic:

"Communities in Transition".

The cost of the luncheon is $11 per
person. Your check 1s your reservation to
be received no later than November 8th
and made payable to the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society. Please mail to the
address below.

We look forward to greeting you and
to sharing this interesting program with
you.

Sincerely yours,

//{2;47;z§7¢ﬁ///<f;-<f;inf;44ﬁ<22:ji:>

Sanford Goldstein, President

10801 Oakmont Dr. * Sun City, AZ 85351



Scholars dig

into SC roots

By EVELYN BARBER

Daily News-Sun columnist

i The image of Sun City has
.remained much the same
. since its inception in 1960 and
.ithe Sun City lifestyle that has
- evolved is known the world

Transition” project, which
over two years will focus on
the understanding of ‘“com-
munity” in Arizona.

Sun City is one of 10 arch-
etypal communities. that will
be part of the project. The 10
were chosen as representative

¥

over.
But this

is not a static
.community; in fact, it is in a
“constant state of change, Ari-
zona Humanities Council Di-
rector' Dan Shilling said
‘Wednesday,
annual fall meeting of the Sun

speaking at

Cities Historical Society.

Shilling described the

council’s

“Communities

of the five qualities that give
Arizona its identity: ag-
riculture, ethnic diversity,
high technology, retirement
and tourism.

“Sun City, of course, is an
international symbol of the
planned retirement commu-
nity,” said Shilling.

See Retirees come, A5

the

in

“To know history
is to know where
your ideas come
from and why you
happen to believe
them , to know the
source of your
moral and
aesthetic
sensibilities.”

Dan Shilling

~ Arizona Humanities
_ Council Director

FeeR

Historical society meets

Dr. Dan Shilling, executive direc-
tor of the Arizona Humanities Coun-
cil, is the guest speaker for the Sun
Cities Area Historical Society’s fall
membership meeting Wednesday.

“Communities in Transition” is the
topic of the luncheon, set for noon at
Palmbrook Country Club, 9350
Greenway Road, Sun City.

Lunch is $11 per person. Checks
payable to the Sun Cities Area His-
torical Society may be mailed to the
society, 10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun
City, 85351. Reservations are re-
quired by Monday. ~

For information, call 974-2568.
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Retirees come here to start over

—From Al :

A team of five ASU scholars
will work with community
liaisons, Shilling said, “to re-
search not only the history,
but the ideas that underlie the
development of the 10 sites”

. through oral history as well as

research in each community.
The project will be con-

cluded in early 1996 and a
. manuscript for publication

will be completed before the

.. summer of 1996.

Shilling cited the rootless-

-ness of America’s commu-

fr-nities today, the loss of the
< ability to be a community, as

“contributing to a poverty of
~values and to the “collapse of

the ritual, ethical and spirit-

ual practices that define a
community.”

History, he said, contributes
directly to community build-
ing. “To know history is to
know where your ideas come
from and why you happen to
believe them, to know the
source of your moral and aes-

- thetic sensibilities.”

Just as Phoenix gets its
name from the bird of myth,
reborn from its ashes, so many
people see their move to Ari-
zona as a chance to start over,
Shilling said.

“It is not only those who
come searching for jobs that
accompany a constantly in-
creasing population; it is also
those who retire to places like
Sun City — retire, that is, to a

’

‘new life.

Arizona cities, like the state
itself, have gone through
tremendous transitions in the
last several decades in order
to survive, Shilling said. And
it is the “transitioning” the
council project will focus on
in the 10 communities.

“Communities in Transi-
tion” began with the goal of
addressing the concerns of
community as a deliberative
dialogue, not as a “debate” of
public policy where partici-
pants square off with opposing
views that never involve the
kind of talk that leads to
common ground.

“We are aware that our ef-
forts should not duplicate
town halls, city council meet-

ings or similar models. Fur-
ther, we are not a political or
advocacy group, or an organi-
zation with answers. We have
enough of them,” Shilling
said.

“Let us encourage open,
community-grounded dialogue
(rather than debate), dialogue
that addresses modern Amer-
ica’s tendency to obliterate
tradition and make rootless-
ness a virtue. Let us, instead,
reappropriate tradition and
nurture the roots that
strengthen a community’s so-
cial ecology, that help ground
and locate us in ways no map
can.”

Evelyn Barber is the former
Editorial page editor of the
Daily News-Sun.
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"TREASURES AND TRIVIA SALE'
AT
'OUR OLD HOUSE' - 10801 OAKMONT
FEBRUARY 19, 1994
8:AM - 1:00 PM

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society's “Our 0ld House" needs a
new roofl We need your help to make this fund raiser a success.
wWe will accept anything BUT CLOTHES. So start looking for
items to donate. Sort out your jewelry, clean out your kitchen
cupboards, bag up white elephants & unusable Xmas gifts, crafts
& knick-knacks, tools & yard accessories, etc. If you need help
in getting items to the sale, please call Rae Mason at 933-6970
or Julia Manspeaker at 977-5367. Or bring your items Friday af-
ternoon, February 18, 13994, to 'Our 0ld House', 10801 Oakmont.

Rae Mason, Julia Manspeaker
Co-Chairmen

You do not need to price - we will do that!



$ociety to meet

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Friday, Feb. 18,1994
The Sun Cities Area Historical

SUN CITIES AREA Gociety will conduct its annual
HISTORICAL SOCIETY ;pring membership meeting at 1:30
Treasures/Trivia Sale >.m. April 13 in the Sun City West
Saturday, Feb. 19th b : . oy
8am to 1pm Community Services Center, 14465
10801 Oakmont Drive R.H. Johnson Blvd. e
Something For Dr. Noel J. Stowe, associate deap
Everyone! of Arizona State University’s grad-

uate school and director of the ASU’s
public history program, is the guest
speaker. His topic is “The Past’s Fu-

ture.”
For information, call 974-5349.

Dail - i
y News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Thursday April 7, 1994

Monday, Feb. 21, 1994 Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz.
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Steve Chernek/Daily News-SuH
Marge Liebeg, left, and Rae Mason examine a piece of
glassware at the Sun Cities Historical Society’s “Trivia
and Treasures’’ garage sale Saturday. Proceeds went to
the society.




SUN CITIES AREA

HISTORICAL SOCIETY \;LQ/CE.&' ‘

to our Spring iMembership Meeting. Meet
with friends and fellow members and hear

an outstanding program celebrating Arizona

Heritage Preservation Montn - April 8 - 14.
DATE; wWednesday, April 13, 1994
TLLMER i:30 p.m. Refreshments and

short business meeting.

PLACE; Sun Citvy West Community Service
Center, 14465 K. H. Johnson Bivd.
SPEARER; DR. NOEL J. STOWE, Associate
Dean ot ASU Graduate College.
HiIs * TinE e guiinigs T it lie wits “The
Past's Future®, tying in with tThe
theme of National Heritage Preser-—
vation Month (May) "It's your
Memory " IR " s ouwr' Histery, It's
worth Saving.®

wWe are expeciling a good turnout and hoping

some of our Sun City and Sun City west Pioneers
wlill be present. FPlease 1nvite a non-member
friend to come wlth you.

Sun Cities Area Historical Society 2
10801 Oakmont Dr. ‘ /,\ N\ }
|

Sun City, Az. 85351 “Qh\, NS B
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Help give the past a future

By EVELYN BARBER
The past is all around us,
and we need to preserve it.
That was the challenge to
the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society at its spring meeting
in Sun City West.

Dr. Noel Stowe, Arizona
State University history pro-
fessor and author, presented
his ideas for saving the past in
a lecture, ‘“The Future of the
Past.”

“We lose the past,” he said.
“We leave it to someone else
or ignore it.”

He asked instead that Sun
Citians remember the past;
collect and save things from
the past; read books about
history, see historical doc-
umentaries and visit muse-
ums; think about history in a
serious way, share its experi-
ence with others and urge
them to actively preserve the
past.

But there are obstacles to

" the recognition of the state’s
past, he said. Many Arizonans

have come from older parts of
the country. They do not re-

Double
takes

gard the state’s historic build-

ings very highly and consider
Arizona a relatively young
state.

The ancient past is consid-
ered worthwhile but the con-
nection with the present isn’t
made. Those ancient historic
spots are still with us; the
people of that culture are still
with us — Arizona’s 30 Indian
tribes “are people of the here
and now and that has nothing
to do with slot machines,” he
said.

The Hispanic heritage has
come down across time as
well, but we don’t recognize
the continuity, he said.

“We need to preserve the
past, care for it and link the
past to the present in the

people around us who are
connected to ancient times.”

The past is selectively
saved; much of it is ignored
because we want the past to
look better than it was, he
added.

“It’s nice when someone
collects the past and presents
it to us spic and span.” he
said, speaking of the many
historic parks throughout the
country such as Disney’s pro-
posed Civil War park at Man-
assas.

These theme parks repre-
sent history packaged neatly,
conforming to the demands of
‘entertainment, the glossy sur-
face of events giving mo evi-
dence of -the controversies
that are part of history.

“The controversial things
from the past are inconven-
ient and not always entertain-
ing,” he said. Some of history
may be considered ‘‘com-
monplace or boring, but all of
it is important.”

Asked about such living his-
tory museums as Pioneer Park
north of Phoenix and Wil-
liamsburg in Virginia, Dr.

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Friday, April 22, 1994

Stowe responded that many
people find them interesting
and learn from them.

‘““My son thinks they’re
great,” he said. “He enjoys
them and he learns something
from them.”

Dr. Stowe believes, though,
that while these museums
present an idyllic picture of
the past, they do not truly re-
flect the past because they
omit history’s hardships and
the dangers that pioneers en-
dured.

Dr. Stowe charged his lis-
teners to respect the past,
share its memories and com-
mon materials, be advocates
for the preservation of his-
toric sites and artifacts, vid-
eotape family history and
honor friends and relatives of
the past.

“The past is your heritage
and my heritage,” he said.
And only by preserving the
past today can we provide a
link that will “give the past a
future.” .

The writer is the retired
editorial page editor of the
Daily News-Sun.



Groltl Rotpa grousp Qi dowts e soof

Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY “This Old House,”
the Oakmont Drive home-turned
headquarters for the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society, has a new roof,
courtesy of some American heritage
advocates.

The Palo Verde Chapter of the
Questers, one of nearly 30 local
groups that study and collect an-
tiques and support museums, ob-
tained a state historical grant and
donated the money to the historical
society for a new roof.

The rehabilitation, costing about
$3,000, began Friday under the di-
rection of the Questers and Wally
Britton, building maintenance su-
pervisor for the historical society.

The society is housed in Sun City’s .

first model home at 10801 Oakmont.
Mary Shanks, a member of Palo
Verde Chapter 540 of the Questers,
oversaw the chapter’s grant applica-
tion efforts on behalf of the histori-

cal society.

Restoration and preservation of
historically significant places in lo-
cal communities is a primary aim of
the Questers International, Shanks
said.

Questers members learned the lo-
cal historical society’s office needed
a new roof via the society’s news-
letter and from interaction between
Questers and society members.

Shanks led a Palo Verde Questers
committee that met with society
members and reviewed some of the
needs.

“We felt that it (the roof) was a
very worthwhile project,” Shanks
said.

“We hope in the fall to create a
larger interest with other Questers
chapters and take care of other
needs the historical society has,” she
said.

sHK CITIES AREA
aigmim @Mfm

Mollie J. Hoppes/Duin News-Sun
Workers remove the old roof from the Sun Cities Historical Society
building on Oakmont Drive. The new roof was completed over the
~weekend.

Tuesday, May 17,
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Past and present

Historical Society guards past, guides future

he Sun Cities Area Historical Society
(SCAHS) serves as a guardian of the
past and a guide for future residents.

Organized in 1986 by a small group of
volunteers interested in the collection and
preservation of historical data and
memorabilia from the Sun Cities area, the
Society now boasts a membership of more
than 200.

The Del E. Webb Development Company
built its first Sun City home in 1959 at 10801
Oakmont Ave. The two-bedroom, one-bath
home with porch and patio was named The

Kenworth and was priced at $8,500, including
all improvements.

“Our Old House” now is the headquarters
of the Sun Cities Historical Society where
you’ll find clippings and photographs of past
events, the first telephone directories and
more.

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society is a
non-profit tax-exempt organization. It relies
solely on membership dues and contributions
to meet its expenses.

The house is open from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30
p.m., Tuesday through Saturday, September
through May. There is no admission charge.




Saturday, June 25,1994

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz.

sl

Retired
in style

Glenn Sanerg

Professors
learn history
from seniors

‘he school bells rang last
I week We were in class, but

the pedagogical positions

were reversed — teachers
beqame students and a couple of
retirees did the lecturing.

About 100 area teacher i
Dr. Dick Booscher’s courses i;alzxr'lf
zona history at Ottawa University
toured Sun City as guests of The
Ambassadors and took a look at
gl}éat é'etirergh people were doing

se days.

e 23 y ey got an eye and an

‘It was a great chance to

Wlth Jane Freeman again. It’s Z)V:;rl:
‘r‘nne_ years since we co-authored
Jubxlge, The 25th Anniversary of
Sun City” and it. seemed like old
times. A little planning and the
workload was divided into equal
par§5. Jane handled the early dra-
matic history of the area, and I
followed with the recent develop-
ments in Sun City.

. This sent us both back to Jubilee
In an exercise in nostalgia. We
sometlmes forget that the land we
built our homes on was once scor-
ned by Congress in 1888 when they
accepted a report that “The region
is al'together valueless. After enter-
;ng i, there is nothing to do but to
eave. ...” g

It’'s so easy to forget about the
people and the events that led up to
Del Webb’s courageous experiment
In active retirement living. We for-
get about the three years of re-
search that preceded the in-
vestment in 20,000 acres of ranch
land with the Boswells. It was a
long haul from the concept to the
first steam shovel of earth turned at
g(')tl;th Golf Course that started Sun

11y.

" invitations to get-togethers, pot

Jane did a great job with the

fascinating story of Sun City’s

prenatal care. The eager looks on

the faces of the teachers belied the

fact that she had struck a rich vein

of historical ore.

They loved the story of Henry
Wickenburg’s discovery of gold in
1863 leading to the construction of
“Vulture Road,” the forerunner of
Grand Avenue. They had never
heard the story of Mr. Davie who
gambled on raising sugar beets in
the desert and lost, or the Goodyear
scientists who thought they could
substitute a sticky plant called yuli
for rubber during World War II and
discovered they were on the wrong
track. None of this was in their
history books. .

Sun City’s formative years in
which Del Webb’s experiment in
active retirement living was tested
is really the story of the develop-
ment of an incredible family — the
early years in which new residents
would be welcomed by neighbors
bearing pans of freshly baked rolls,

lucks and barbecues. As pioneers,
they circled the wagons and devel-
oped an active lifestyle that was to
be copied worldwide.

However, as Sun City grew in
size, so did the problems. Like most
families there were squabbles,
some big, some small — in-
corporation, recreation centers
fees, school taxes, opening golf
courses to outsiders, recall elec-
tions. Historically, they can’t be
swept under the rug and must be
revealed as part of the learning
process of growing up.

It’s a privilege to tell others about
a community that specializes in ex-
tending middle age longer, not just
tacking on a little bit of leisure to
the retirement years. Sun City of-
fers an exciting chance at a second
career, going back to school, or
perhaps even falling in love, again.

That’s a pretty attractive ticket,
even for professors.
Glenn Sanberg, who lives in Sun
City, is retired from the American
Society of Association Executives.
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To The Fail Membership Luncheon and iMeetiling

DATE; wednesday, November 16, 19354
PLACE ; Royali Oaks (Garden Room)
i10i5 W Royal Oaks Dr., S. C.
{ofT 99th Ave., close to Grand)
TIME; i2 Noon, Luncheon - Tollowea by
Business meetlng & reports
PHRICE; $8.00 per person
SPEARKER; Or. Burley Packwood (Sun City author

of “Quail 1in My Bed® and “Bird Turd,
Peppers and Other Deiignhts®)
Flease plan to come and enjoy Teliowship with friends and
feliow members and hear Dr. Packwood tell with humor of
living wilith a “Quail 1n iy Bed®.
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