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Historical Society works to preserve Sun City's past 
Very first model home 
serves as headquarters, 
museum of memorabilia 
By ANNE RYMAN 
Sun Cities Independent 

A menu features filet mignon for $2.45, a 
home costs $8,000 and cotton fields take 
the place of today's houses and 
condominiums. 

Those days may be gone, but the files of 
the Sun Cities Area Historical Society puts 
the early beginnings of the Sun Cities at 
people's fingertips. 

The society museum, located at 10801 
Oalcrnont Ave., features information about 
the first model homes, early photographs of 
the Sun Cities, newspaper clippings, street 
maps and memorabilia. 

Collectibles include keyrings and buttons 
as well as early sourvenirs such as ashtrays 
commemorating the fifth anniversary of 
Sun City. 

In 1989, the society purchased the first 
model home built in Sun City which 
members converted into a historical 
museum and headquarters. 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society is 
open Monday through Friday from 1 to 3 
p.m. 

Photograph courtesy Sun Cities Historical Society 

Prior to 1960, Sun City was nothing but one large cotton field.The town of 
Youngtown, foreground, was established In 1955. The above aerial 
photograph was taken just as the Del Webb Co. was clearing the land In 
preparation of the retirement community to come. 

Before the home purchase, society 
members used a small office in Plaza del 
Rio as well as their homes for storing 
memorabilia. Jane Freeman, archivist of the 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society, says she 

kept items in her garage, utility room, 
inside closets and even under beds. · 

Mrs. Freeman co-founded the 
organization with Glenn Sanberg. Members 
met while working on "Jubilee," a book 

published in 1985 about the history of Sun 
City. The society has grown to include 250 
members, she says. 

One archive is not necessarily more 
important than another. 

"It's all important," she says. 
The society is interested in anything that 

will depict the way of living in the Sun 
City or Sun City West 

"What we're trying to do is collect any 
pertinent data valuable to the future," says 
Emil Fischer, president of the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society. He says while the 
information may not seem important today, 
it will have great importance in 50 years. 

Mrs. Freeman says some people bring in 
items that are historically significant but 
have nothing to dQ with the Sun Cities such 
as a Life magazine's John F. Kennedy 
assassination cover. 

"Historically, it's good, but we can't 
begin to take everything," she says, 
because the society's focus is preserving 
information about the local area. 

Volunteers currently are working on a 
file which has clippings of information 
about services such as banks, bowling, 
churches, etc. 

Members copy the information on acid
free paper and place it in acid-free folders 
for preservation. Volunteers also are 

See SOCIETY, Page 3 
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SUN CITIES HISTORICAL SOCIETV· A 

\P_ail y Ne")'S·Su □ ; 
Sun Cities Area Historical Soc.ieJy officers are {rom left, · ; 
Emil Fischer, president; Al Driscoll, vice president; Rose __ : 
Larsen, secretary; and Sandy Goldstein, treasurer. 



SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

YOU ARE INVITED 

to our Spring Membership Meeting 

Meet with friends and fellow members 

and hear an interesting program, 

QATE: Monday, April 13, 1992 

PLACE: Sun City West Community 
Center, 14465 R. H. Johnson Blvd. 

TIME: 1 :00 p.m. Social -refresh
merits served. MEETING; 1:30 -
3:30 p.m. 

SPEAKER: NARGARET FINNERTY, Author 
of NDel Webb A Man, A Company" 

and 

MARTHA MOYER, Manager of Public and 
Community Relations.will talk on 
"Del Webb - Today and Tomorrow" 

Many Sun City Pioneers and Sun City 
West Pioneers will be present. 

Sun Cities Historical Society 
10801 Oakmont Dr. 

Sun City, Az. 85351 
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SCW Trustees Seek Historical Items 
· The Sun Cities Area 

Historical Society will 
hold its spring meeting 
Monday, April 13, at the 
Sun City West Community 
Service Center at 1 p.m. 
fdr · social hour and 1:30 
p.m. meeting. 
· . Speakers are Margaret 
Finnerty, author of "Del 
Webb ._ A Man, A 
Company," and Martha 
Moyer, Webb public and 
community relations man
ager, on "Del Webb, 
Today and Tomorrow". 

The SC's Historical 
Society now has SCW 
Trustees on its Board, 
Althea Curfman, Martha 
Moyer, Sandy Goldstein, 
Maurice Street and Al 
D-riscoll. 

Trustees negotiated for 
space in the Sun City 
West Community Services 
Building for collecting 
and preserving the histor
ical data of our community. 

Sun City West will be 
celebrating their 14th 
anniversary in October 
and will start collecting 
memorabilia now. Mostof 
the families who would 
have in their possession 
the many thrilling records 
of Sun City West's past 
would be members of the 
"Pioneers" Club. 

generations. 
You are needed as 

volunteers in ' the office in 
the Community Service 
Center. Will you please 
join in preserving the 
history of Sun City West? 
We need family pictures, 
construction pictures of 
your home, your neighbor- · 
hood, your golf course, or 
other Sun City West 
construction, the Trustees 
said. 

memorabilia. Contact any 
of the Trustees for infor
mation. 

The office at 14465 R.H. 
Johnson Blvd. will be 
open on Wednesdays from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This is an 
opportunity to see photo
graphs and news clippings 
taken during the "getting 
started" period of Sun 
City West. You may see 
yourself in some of these 
photos. 

The office is".'. a certtrar 
point for collecting memor
abilia, photographs, old 
restaurant menus, copies 
of old activity :calendars, 
etc ... items that~constitute 
the history of :sun City 
West. Now is ttw time to 
TRUSTEES 

The Sun City 

As the Society grows, 
its Board of Trustees will 
be able to expand its 
service so that the color 
and excitement of days 
gone by may be enjoyed 

West by present and future 

Please accept our 1/2' 
price tn~m bership offer 
of only' $'5 for singles, or 
$7 .50 for families, for the 
year 1992 for first time 
members. We will be 
looking to receive your 
membership this month. 
One need not be a 
member to devote historical Continued on Page 3 
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Former Sun City ,Saints players sought for reunion 
J . 

SUN CITY - The ~mi Cities Area Historical Society has planned 
a reunion on Sunda;1, May 17, to honor former Sun City Saints 
players. . · 

The Society will ha \'.e · 32 team trophies and team memorabilia on 
I , . 

disp\ay _during the event, which will be conducted from 2 to 4 p.m. 
· Players should phone Thelma Keith at 246-8890, Gerald Stapley 
at 964-8579 or Alice M!;lssick at 977-5745. 

For information, phone Jane Freeman at 974,2568 or 974-5377. 
•!~ . .... . • 

· S_l'.Jn: City Saints 
· .players to gather ... . 
'?i iF~rrner-Sun City.Saint~ .softball ·· 
. t~-~ri}-m~l!i.bers :will be honored by 
. the : Sun ·· Cities · Area Historical 

· ,Society from 2 to 4 p.m. May 17: 
, i . '. Players are aske<! t6 contact . 
I dormer coaches Thelma Keith 

;.·· .-····--- · ·.- , .;1 .'· ---- ··-·.. ,.,. . . - , ... , 

(p46~8890), ' Gerald Stapley .· 
(964-8579): · or Alice Messick . 
(977 ~5_7 45). . ' . 

• •,• I ! , 
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Glenn Sanberg 
fl r, ¥ === • P"l'iWJffl 

Take me 
out to the 
ballganie 
D o you remember our 

great championship 
softball teams that 
brought sports fame to 

Sun City? The Sun City 
Saints are coming back for a 
nosta lgic visit Sunday after
noon at the Sun Cities Area 
Hi storica l Society, 10801 
Oakmont Dri ve. 

Besides sharing those good 
times with team members and 
their coaches, Thelma Keith 
and Gerald Stap ley, you can 
enjoy interesting displays of 
action pictures, trophies and 
othe r m emorab ili a, remin
iscent of the golden days of 
Saints fast-pitch softbal l, ac
cording to Jane Freeman and 
Rita Wright co-chairs of the 
committee. It will be a fun 
time you wo n' t wa nt Lo mi ss . 
The pub lic is invited, 2 LO 4 
p.m . 



VF - HISTORICAL SOCIETY April 21, 1992 

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

April 21, 1992 

Dear Sun City SAINTS Booster, 

Re-live the good old days on Sunday, May 17, 1992 when· ·we plan 
to recognize the Sun City Saints, Further details are available on the 
1:a.ck of this letter, 

We have talked with £armer coaches Thelma Keith and Gerald Stapley 
and they will try to contact some 0£ the players. We have asked the 
ARIZQNf. REIUBLIC and HIOENIX GAZETTE to run an announcement in the 
sports section asking former Saints players to contact Thelma, G:erald 
or Alice Messick. If you, as a former booster, have kept in contact 
with any of the players, please let them know about our program. Also, 
please do the same for any boosters you may remember. We have a skeleton 
list but it is , far from complete, 

We plan to have publicity in the local papers closer to the date, 
May 17th. Hopefully they will print it •.• you can't ever tell these days. 

In our files we have programs for the years · 1971 th:i:ougri 19tr3.;_ 
Can you supply any of the missing years? Also, any other 

memorabelia? 

Let's have a good turn-out, see you the 17th'!· If you have any 
questions please call and leave a message at 974-2568 or my home, 
974-5377, 

Cordially, 

~eman 
OVER 

Archivist 

10801 Oakmont Dr. • Sun City, Arizona 85351 • (602) 971-2568 



5UN CITY s =·AINTS 

--RI:C06NITION DAY 
SUNDA·Y MAY. 17,.1 .992 z:00 --4: 00 P.M. 
su·N CITIES AREA HISTORfCAL SOCIETY 

1 0 6 0 f OAKMONT D R f VE 
SUN CITY,ARIZO 'NA 

1'6' ..... _.Mll'I 

WELCOME COACHES THELMA KEITH & GERALD STAPIEY 

RENEW FRIENDSHIPS WITH TEAM MEMBERS 

SEE SPECIAL DISPIAYS - MEMORABELIA 

ENJOY TROHIIES .. ,2 OF THEM 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

974-2568 



Heavenly 
Saints • reunion set for this Sunday 
By ANN T. DALEY 
Dailv Ne,\·s-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Form er Sun City 
Sain ts Coach Thelma Keith reme
mbers playing softball the night that 
astro naut Neil Arm strong took the 
first steps on the moon on Jul y 20, 
1969. 

"We were playing against the as
t ronauts landing on the moon a nd we 

Softball 
sti ll had about 270 fans s ittin g in the 
stands at the old field at 107th and 
Grand (ave nues)," Keith said. "That's 
ded ication" 

Former Saints players and coaches 
ll'ill Join Keith in reminiscing at a 
reunio n hosted by the Sun Cities 
.-\rea Histo r ical Society this Sunday. 
Fans and booste r s arc invited to at
tend the reunion from 2 t.o 4 p.111. aL 
the Sun Cities Area Historical Soci
etv, 10801 Oakmont Drive . 

"Refreshments and souvenir Sun 
Ci ty Saints hand-h eld cooling fans 
\1ill be ava il able . 

SCA HS arch ivi st Jane Freeman has 
been collecting Saints memorabilia to 
dis play at the reunion . Among the 
ite ms a re 32 Sai nts .trophies, auto
grn phed balls , uniforms and ,game 
progra ms spanning the teams. 111-

cep tion in 1966 thro ugh thei r frnal 
seaso n in 1984. In 1990, the team 
regrouped and played in the national 

Stephen Chernek / Da ily News-Sun 

Button s and other Saints memo
rabilia will be on display this 
Sunday. 

tournament., but moved to Phoenix in 
1991 when players opted t.o change 
leagues. 

Freeman said the 1·eun1on will 
highli ght the society's celebration of 
National Hi sto ri c Preservation Mon th 
and Sun City founder Del E. Webb 's 
birthd ay. 

" We wa nted to feature one group 
from the Sun Cities each month and I 
thought there would be a lot of inter-

est in the Saints," Freeman said . 
Thrnu gh c1 25-yea r hi story 111 Sun 

City, the Saints fini shed as Am ate ur 
Softba ll /1ssoc iation Na tio nal Champ
ions in 1979 and th ree -L im e champ
ions in the Oly mpic Sporls Festiva l. 

"This is wonderful ," J(eith sai d of 
the reunion. "Who kn ows, it might 
generate some in terest. !Sun Citians) 
a dopted us and we we re a big part of 
this community for a long time. 

" It left a big void in the community 
and in my life and my heart when th e 
team disbanded ." 

Although the Sain ts have dis
banded, Keith, Freeman and fo rmer 
Coach Gerald Stapley have contac ted 
and received commitments from a 
number of former players. 

Among players expected to ret urn 
are pi tc her Billi e H ,=n ri s, shorts top 
Ginge r I{ur tz, shorts(op-out field er 
Susie Gmv, second base ma n Ka ren 
Fel lenz, outfielder Val Trnx cel, short
stop Woody Woodcotl, first baseman 
Gay Turl ey and mother -da ughter 
third base duo Ros ie and Helen .-\nd
rade. 

" I was su rpri sed whe:,n T got the 
phone call and a couple of' letters ." 
Stapley said of the reu nion. '·] talked 
to some of the kids and they're plan
ning on riding out with me . 

" It shoul d be a lot of fun" 
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Evelyn Parry, a Sun City Pioneer, proudly displays various 
Saints memorabllla and awards which are on display at the 
Sun Cities Hlstorlcal Society. The society wilt host a Saints 
Recognition Day, 2-4 p.m May 17 .. 
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By Julia Jones 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY - A Sun City Saints 
Recognition Day is planned for 2 to 
4 p.m. Sunday at the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society, 10801 
Oakmont Drive. 

The celebration honoring the 
now-<lefunct women's softball team 
is a highlight of the society's 
observance of National Historic 
Preservation week. Sunday hap
pens to be the anniversary of the 
birth of the late Del Webb, founder 
of Sun City, said Jane Freeman, a 
member of the Historical · Society 
and of the Saints Booster Club. 

On hand for the celebration will 
be Saints coaches Thelma Keith 
and. Gerald Stapley, plus several 
team members and a special dis
play of memorabilia. 
· The first Saints home game was 
played at the field at 109th and 
Grand avenues on May 7, 1966; the 

· Sun City Stadium at 111th and 
Grand avenues opened July 4, 
1971. . , i. 

· Although , no team·> members, 
who}ranged,m :~e}.f~m:J~ :tol26 

. . , y=NI tever1livetfo.ri,·tl1e'i$wi1Cities, 
, ~':'' -' t' ... _,th_\., ,,"h' · · ' 'l"'i:.-·;.:.;:;,w ·. 1supP9rl•:-for , .e,:- ome~~ .·..,was 
' h 1··h·..:::.·~::.·.1·v · 'd·,~y·~,· ·b " · ' 1 · -W 08 ~:881 ,uO a . . n, 

· 1,o~\;!p~4fi;(t?.f9-{~~fJ~r 
~1~ :th' \. SaIBi:i]!or.x)}Jrs; 
in _;yie_·:: l~~~he_· 1~ • W.~\~9 
Pacific"7\A.18St~,Lea,inie ' fup1on~ 
shliiP,'.~trf~i_&lftli~A.~ · 98l~<idel 
• · .. ,I_ ' ' d~fA'_~1t' alia' ·. on'.,.tw_ o_, \ n, a,~ 818 ,,:an ~~ r ,,., , t' fer, . ,. 

tio4al!tJJo,\ir_P.lll#.~Q.t~.· ~~if;:;Was 
~er~up 'in! internatJ.R~t~mp&
titiop. ·Four. !playe~ ·'PF;sth~\ l~7~ 

. ,t:ean.:>,/W.AJ."e.t'l-'~""' ·to,~~1½1l~Airier~ 
.~ .. - ~,T,. .,i;:;.~r~_··_,. ) . 1._p·_ .. , ... f,M·· , ,· 1:~• ' ev,,we t vnn,r ~ :~e t~ · · Etti~P~UUi (me1~d s~ Gaw}TtL ::.: :: . .:~;] l / ;;:: .·.: ·'., : 

But the team faced the begin
ning of the end, when the Interna
tional Women's Professional Soft
ball League Association was 
formed in 1976, and most of the 
Saints' opponents fled to be part of 
the first professional women's 
team-sport enterprise. 

Because of a lack of qualified 
opponents and increasing stadium 
operating costs, the Saints folded 
in the mid 1980s. A brief flurry 
toward reviving the team was 
made in 1990, and the team, in 
fact, finished eighth out of 38 in 
national competition, but the team 
folded again at the end of the 
season. 

The celebration and display will 
be arranged in the Historical 
Society headquarters in the first 
home built in Sun City. The house 
sold for $8,500 in 1960, Freeman 
said. Information on the Society 
and the celebration is available a·t 
974-2568 . 

"Preservation Brings History to 
Life" is the theme of this year's 
National Historic Preservation 
Week. 
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The hometown tealll 
Special event pays tribute to Sun City Saints 
By BRET McKEAND 
Sun Cities Independent 

Sun City Stadium has hosted a 
number of professional ballteams 
over the years and has seen the 
likes of such greats as Henry 
Aaron, Rod Carew and Reggie 
Jackson. 

Ballteams have come and gone 
over the years, but the most 
popular team to ever grace the Sun 
City diamond may have been a 
team of female softball players, the 
Sun City Saints. 

It's been almost 30 years since 
the Saints played their first game in 
Sun City. According to local 
historians, the community's 
fondness for the Saints continues 
as strong as ever. 

The Sun Cities Historical 
Society will conduct their first Sun 
City Saints Recognition Day on 
May 17. The event will be held 2-4 
p.m. at the society's headquarters, 
10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City. 

According to Jane Freeman, 
president of the society, letters 
have been sent to several form er 
Saints players and organizers are 
hopeful many will be on hand for 
the evenl. 

The team was organized in 1966 
and was known as on e of th e 

In addition to playing softball, members of the Sun City Saints 
often became Involved In various fund-raising activities. It was 
not uncommon to find Saints players roaming the stands 
before a game, selllng kisses for $1 In an effort to help a local 
charity. 

strongest female softball teams in 
the nation. During their 18-year
run in Sun City, the Saints won 
numerous championships, raised a 
tremendous amount of money for 
local charities and were seen by 
thousands upon thousands of loyal 
fans . 

"They were very popular and 
well-supported by Sun City," says 
Mrs. Freeman. 

According to "Jubilee," a book 
detailing the history of Sun City, 
the Saints were the offshoot of the 
Phoenix Ramblers, a women's 
softball team which disbanded in 
1965. 

Team members were lured to 
Sun City in 1966. A local 
newspaper published a survey, 
"Should Sun City have a women's 
softball team?" and the response 

was overwhelmingly positive. 
On May 7, 1966, the team 

played its first game in a new 
stadium constructed on the corner 
of Grand and 108th avenues, 
where JB's Restaurant now exists. 

The first stadium seated 1,000 
fans and sellouts were the nonri, 
not the exception. A local boosters 
club was soon organized and, in 
addition to tickets, money was 
raised through concessions and 
team merchandise. 

Retha Beveridge, one of the 
founder s of the Saints Boosters 
Club, recalls how "everybody just 
loved the Saints." Attendance was 
always solid - 1,000 people 
would be considered "poor 
attendance" back t.'1en. 

"They were kind of like our 
daughters," she says. "And there 
were no problems raising money. 
Everyone would pitch in." 

Mrs. Beveridge remembers one 
particular game where the Saints 
battled their opponents for 36 

See SAINTS, Page 84 
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■ SAINTS 
innings. "Everyone stayed until the 
end and we didn't get home until 
about 3:30 am." 
. The Saints were scheduled to 

i ·play the very next morning and, 
when she and her husband got to 
the ballpark, "there were several 
hundred people who remained at 
the stadium." 

Bev Dryer-Stewart, the original 
owner and first coach of the team, 
says the closeness of the com
munity at that time was one of the 
reasons behind the team's 
popularity. 

"(Sun City) was a small 
community then .and most people 
felt the Saints were their ballteam," 
she says. 

The team quickly became "part 
of the community" and, through 
their participation in community 
activities outside of softball, they 

grew close to many of their most 
loyal fans. 

"We felt like we were their 
daughters," says Ms. Dryer
Stewart. 

"The girls made themselves 
available. After the games they 
would go up and talk to many of 
the fans. 

" They would attend events in 
the community. The people got to 
know (players) by name and there 
was definitely a close relationship," 
she adds. 

Like many people, Mrs. 
Beveridge was disappointed to see 
the team leave in 1984. "It was a 
shock to everyone when we found 
out they weren't coming back," she 
recalls. "It wasn't for lack of 
support or attendance. n 

The stadium was sold in 1984 
and the future status of the ballpark 

Sun City Saints highlights 
■ 1965 - Phoenix Ramblers disband 

From Page 1 

was uncertain. The Saints, unable 
to afford the increased rent and 
unsure of their future, left for 
Phoenix. 

The history of the Saints will be 
relived through various displays of 
unifonns, old programs and other 
memorabilia at the May 17 
Recognition Day. 

The Saints exhibit will remain on 
display at the Historical Society 
throughout the summer. Starting 
next fall, Mrs. Freeman says the 
organization plans to feature a 
different organization each month. 

The Recognition Day and open 
house are being held in conjunction 
with National Historic Preservation 
Week and, coincidentally, happens 
to fall on the birthday of Del Webb, 
founder of Sun City. 

The public is welcome to the 
event. Refreshments will be served. 

■ 1965- Local newspaper begins drive to bring 
softball team to Sun City. · 

■ 1966 - Saints, consisting of several Ramblers 
players, begin play in Sun City. 
■ 1971 - Saints move into new Sun City Stadium. 
■ 1974-75- Saints notch two consecutive Pacific 
Coast League titles. 
■ 1975 - Saints invited to compete in South Africa 
and Rhodesia. 

■ 1977 - Runners up in national tournament. 
■ 1979 - First place, national tournament. 
■ 1984 -Team moves to Phoenix, disbands. 
Source : Sun Cities Historical Society 
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May 14-20, 1992 SPORTS 
Recognition Day at Historic Society 
by Ruth Borchardt 

Not a "heavenly body," 
but a group of the 
greatest girl softball players 
ever . .Join the fun! Come 
to a wonderful "package 
deal" on May 17 at 10801 
Oakmont...Sun City honor
ing the Saints, Del Webb's 
birthday and National 
Historic Pre:2€rvation Week. 
All this is put on by the 
Historic Society of Sun 
City. 

Jane Freeman has-been 
working diligently to 
bring this to fruitation ... 
enjoyment guaranteed! 
Surrounded by nostalgic 
memorabilia and beautiful 
trophies, you may spot 
former coaches Thelma 
Keith and Gerald Stapley. 
Also some of the team 
members. 

One of the players, 
Marilyn Rau who eclip:2€d 
many of the national 
players, hoped to come 

Jane Freeman 

but since she can't make 
it, mention should be 
made that she won the All 
American title 11 times 
and was voted into the 
Hall of Fame for lady 
softball players. 

"Off and running" in 
1966, the first Saint's 
home game was played on 
Grand Avenue . 

On July 4, 1972 the 
stadium opened. In 1974 

and ' '75 there were tvvo 
Pacific Coast League 
Championships. 1975, a way 
they went to South Afric.:;l 
and Rhodesia. Luc.:ky seve n1 

1977 found winners and 
runner-ups in nationa l 
and international tourna 
ments; also beat Tol\.v( 
twice. 1979, the tcan , 
garnered first place in lh( 
Nationals in Hou sto, 
AND, a reel letter day th( 
same year the Porn Pon 
Ci rls' first appearanc.:1 
under the guidance o 
Corinne Leslie. 

198:3, the end of an er,1 
The stacl i um was sold t , 
Bade Boyes of Glenda! , 
and the Sain ts played n· 
more until 1990 whc , 
they played in the Su 
City Stadium and els( 
where on week-ends; al:-: 
playing in the Nationa l 
in California, where Lhc 
fini shed 8th out of :~ 
teams! A remarka ul 
record for an accomplishc 
team! 



By Julia Jones · 
Staff writer 

:aut the terun faced the · begin
ning of the end, when the Interna
tional Women's Professional Soft
ball · League Association was 
formed in 1976, and most of the 
Saints' opponents fled to be part of 
the first professional women's 
team-sport enterprise. . 

Because of a lack ?f quali~ed 
opponents and increas~g stadium 
operating costs, the · Samts folded 
in the mid 1980s. A brief flurry 
toward reviving the team w~ 
made in 1990, and the team, ~n 
fact finished eighth out of 38 m 
national competition, but the team 
folded again at the end of the 
season. • .11 The celebration and dis~lay ~ 
be arranged in the . H1Stoncal 
Society headquarters m the first 
home built in Sun City. The house 
sold for $8,500 in 1960, Freel?an 
said. Information on the Society 
and the celebration is available at 
974-2568. · · ·' · : 

"Preservation Brings History to 
Life" is the theme of this ye~r's 
National Historic, .Preservation 
Week. · 
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Rick D' El ia / Daily News-Sun 

Harriette Kanel of Sun City, left, a fan of the Sun City Saints, a women 's fa st pitch 
softball team, chats Sunday with Billie Harris, a form er Sa int s pla ye r w ho pitched fo r 
the team from 1970 to 1975 . The Sun Cities Area Historical Society spon sored th e 
Saints Recognition Day in the society ' s headquarters on Oakmont Drive. 
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.. -,. HisJorical" group seeks items'.:at5out Sun Cities area from befo.re .1.96.0:: 
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. By Betty Latty 
. Special to Community 

· SUN CITIES _..: This s~me~, the Sun 
Cities "Area Historical Society is reaching 
out to untapped sourcei;' sudi'iis Waddell, 
Litchfield Park, . Peoria, Glendale and 
-Wickenburg in_ hopes ,_ of finding niemo- '. 
rabilia of the~ ranching · countryside· that · 
became the Sun Cities. ,( · · · 1 ; , 

Jane Freeman,. chief archivist .for .the 
society - which is housed in .one of Sun 
City's first model homes at 10801 Oak
'rrfont .c..:.- 'has made a' "wartt ' list" in 'the 
hopes that summer cl~t 'cl~aners might . _ 
come up witll: some pr~un 9ities. items -~ . r - . ---.-·,~--.: .,--. . , f eomm~ty , .• 

l:(~~~t~::~:[e=·) '~&pt~-Pho:~::1~r-. Iriore.'' : . . ~_\-_::::: ~- -- ,:: .. }~· . , .:_:;;-''' 
· with the ~riod fr~m i920-1960~ . . , · ,_. ; ·.: · ' ' "There used to_ be tent cities for __ n.i_igrant ,{ 

" · · · · , · hin ·· 1 ·' · d · ' h · · workers and cabms for those who worked · 
. We wo~d love anyt g re ,!te to _t , e year 'round," she said. ·"Those·cab1ns were · 

~arly years of Gr~nd Avenue,. she said . . later moved. Somebody must have pie-
• We need more hIStory of Marmette, the . tures from back then." , 
little to~ tha~ ]?receded us, and we would Freeman said she dreams of fmding a 
love to mterview people who may have photograph showing the old Santa Fe 
worked for ~oswell _Ranch or ~a~~ photos Railroad sign at Marinette, which was 
and recollections of 1~ cotton gm. still standing when she moved to Sun.City. 

The society has a few photographs from "I kick myself now because I didn't take a 
the 1930s, she said, but "we could use a lot See HISTORY, Page 5 
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-- Tom Tingle lStaffpbofographer 
Looking over an old map of what later became Sun: City anf (from le_fO Ag4 
nes Fansler, Jane Freeman and Edna Ploeser. The Sun Cities Area·Historicat . 
Society is looking for don_ations of items dealing with the.'perio~ 1~26'-1~60/ 
such as this . mug. It was produced to honor retirel:i Ai.r _Force Brig., Gen. 
Robert Scott;· author 'of "God is ~Y Co-pilot" and a former Su,n City re~i~_ent.> 
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SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 

to the Fall Membership Luncheon and Meeting 

DATE: Tuesday, November 17, 1992 

PLACE; Palmbrook Country Club 
9350 Greenway Rd., Sun City 

_TIME; 12 Noon, Luncheon, followed by 
Business meeting and reports 

PR_I_~E.....i $11. 00 per person 

§£~AKERS: Burt and Ursula Friereich (first 
Owners & Editors of Sun City News
Sun Newspaper) 

Please plan to come and enjoy fellowship with friends and 
fellow members and hear an outstanding program. 

Your Rezervation is your check for $11 .00 per person, made 
payable to SCAHS and sent to 10801 Oakmont Dr., Sun City, 
AZ.: 85351 by November 10, 1992. 

SEE YOU THERE! 
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rmer publishers recall 
early days in Sun ity 

By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

S UN CITY - About 32 years ago, a young 
sports reporter bought the co mmunity 's f'irst 
n ews paper with a $1 ,500 down payment. 

Bu rt Freireich, who worked at the Phoenix 
Gaze tte for 10 years , had always dream ed of 
own ing his own newspaper. 

In 1960, Freireich and his wife, U rsul a, 
bought the Youngtown News and Sun City Sun 
from Sid Lambert, who founded the tabloid 
sized , sem imonthly paper in 1957. 

On Tuesday, the Freireichs shared thei r 
ne wspape r memories with about 40 lo ca l resi
d e nts at a Sun Cities Area Historical Soci e ty 
luncheo n. 

"One thing that stands out in my mind is tha t 
f'ire at the Lakes Club," Burt Freireich sa id of 
the mass ive blaze in 1972. "I ran the photo five 
colum ns on Page One. Ever since then I 'm 
sorry that I didn't run it six co lumns because it 
was such a good picture." 

Freireich said he covered a number of' 
"controversial issues" from the time he pub
li shed his first issue on July 22, 1960, to 1984 
wh e n he sold the newspaper to current owner 
Ottaway Newspapers Inc. 

Th e News-Sun covered th e Youngtown in
corp ora tion e lection , th e attempte d in
co rporation of Sun City and what Freireich 
ca ll ed the "Be rlin Wall controversy." 

" In the ea rly years, it go t so memb e rs could 
only use th e center near th e ir hom e so th ose 
who belonged to Oakmont Cente r cou ld not use 
Fairway Center. Eventually, eve rything me rge d 
into one and peace re igned ," Fre ir e ich sa id . 

The first yea r th e Fre ireichs owned the 
pa per, Burt did most of' th e r epo rting, wr iting 
rrnd photography whil e Ursu la took ca re of 
perso nnel, circulation and advertis ing 

"B urt was acting like an ex pecting fa the r. 
He was so excited to h ave his own new s
paper," his wife sa id . 

In April 1961 , th e Freireichs go t a sm all 
office at Grand Center and eventual ly moved 
to a nother office on Coggins Drive . As the staff 
grew with th e community, th e Frc ireic hs 
moved to a two-story building on Sa nta Fe 
Drive in 1978. 

In 1988 th e Daily News-Sun moved into a 
new building just down the street at 10102 
Santa F e Drive. 

"At times I tho ught we were ru nning a 
chamber of comme rce. People would call a nd 
ask all sorts of questions," Ursula sai d . 

" I enjoyed the years we h ad at th e paper. I 
enjoyed writing and miss all th e '.) eO:) le 

" I rem em ber one day th e press stopped and 
we were not able to go to print. Th e phone 
lines went crazy. It ,vas then when I real ize d 
how important it was to peopl e ." 

Ursula Freireich speaks to the Sun City Historical Society Tuesday at Palmbrook Country 
rt , ,h f=rPirPirh nnrJ her husband , Burt , are former owners of the Daily News-Sun . 
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Auxiliary to aid historical society 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - The Sun Cities Area 
Histor ica l Society is forming an 
auxiliary to assist in preserving and 
cataloging thousands of photographs, 
newspaper clipp ings and other 
memo rabilia from the community's 
early days. 

Aux iliary volunteers are need ed to 
do a number of things from mounting 
o ld photographs to helping set up 
exhibits at th e society headquarters , 
10801 W. Oakmont Drive. 

Th is month, an ex hibit of the Sun 
City Saints women's softball team is 
on display. 

The headquarters is housed in the 
fir st model home built in Sun City. 
The home is open to the public from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. weekdays and fea
tures a variety of exhibits. 

A display case of Sun Cities area 
memorab ilia will also be installed in 
the Sun City West Foundation 
Community Building, 14475 R.H. 
Johnson Blvd. 

Rose Larsen, secretary of the his
torical society, said she hopes about 
50 local residents volunteer. 

" It's just tremendous to think 
about all the things we have. We 
need the community's help to pre
serve them in the best way possible," 
Larsen said. 

For more information about bec
oming an auxiliary volunteer, call 
972-8028. 

Frances Guarino/Dally News-Sun 

II-- c,( Y- <,(2,._ 

Edna Ploeser, a hostess at the Sun City Historical Society, brou ses 
through photographs from the 1920's. 
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Greetings 
from Sun City! 
An exhibit of Sun City postcards 
and Christmas greetings is cur
rently on display at the Sun Cities 
Historical Society, 10801 Oak
mont Drive. Fifty-two postcards 
dating back to 1961 are included 
in the display, as well as eight 
varieties of Del Webb Christmas 
cards . The holiday greetings 
were given to residents between 
the years of 1960 and 1970 and 
the society is in search of two 
missing years. Residents wishing 
to donate items for the display 
are welcome to call 974-2568. 
Above, Glenn Sanberg reviews 
the exhibit. 

' 
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Historical Society forming auxiliary 
By Lori Baker 
Staff writer 

SUN CITIES - The Sun Cities 
Historical · Society is forming an 
auxiliary to help organize volun
teer activities. 
• The first auxiliary meeting will 

be at 11 a.m. Jan. 23 at the 
society's headquarters, 10801 Oak
mont Drive. 

Rose Larsen, auxiliary secre
tary, said the group is searching 
for men and women to volunteer a 
few hours each month. 

Hostesses and hosts are needed 
to assist with open-house celebra
tions. They also would greet visi
tors during the museum's hours 
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. weekdays. 

Other projects · needing volun
teers include: 
■Two people are needed to work 

on the vertical file. They would 
clip newspaper articles, copy them 
on acid-free paper and file them. 
■ Someone is needed to inven

tory materials on the Sun City 
Saints softball team. 
■ Help is needed in setting up a 

file for Sun City West. 
■ Assistance is needed to select 

slides that are pertinent to Sun 
Cities history and to sequence a 
slide presentation. 
■People are needed to help with 

the society's newsletter and mail
ing. 
■ Help is needed in planning 

monthly displays. 
"The rewarding aspect of cata

loging and recording for the Sun 
Cities area Historical Society is the 
knowledge that one's efforts are of 
historical value," Larsen said. 

"One is not perpetrating a series of 
ephemeral events but is perpetuat
ing history." 

The historical society was begun 
in October 1985. The first house 
built in Sun City serves as the 
society's headquarters , where 
memorabilia, maps, photos and 
news clippings about the Sun 
Cities are kept. 

A satellite office in Sun City 
West was opened last year and a 
display is being created for public 
viewing. 

People interested in volunteer
ing can call Jane Freeman, the 
museum's chief archivist at 
974-2568. Freeman is the co-author 
of "Jubilee: The 25th Anniversary 
of Sun City, Arizona," which 
chronicles the history of Sun City 
through 1985. 
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Fast Growing Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society Organizing Needed Auxiliary 
Story & Photos, handle the newsletter and its to greet visitors during the 
Stan Steciak mailing and to set up month- hours of 1 :30 to 3:30 p.m, 

The SCAHS (Sun Cities ly displays. There is a great HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Area Historical Society) is , need for hosts and hostesses Continued on Page.10 
growing by leaps and 
bounds. So fast that it now 
needs an auxiliary to assist 
the Board ofTnistees. Vol
unteers are desperately need
ed to work on vertical files 
and to clip items from news
papers and to file them. Help 
is needed to inventory mate-
1ials and there is a lot of ma
terials. Someone must look at 
slides and save those perti
nent to the histmy of the Sun 
Cities. Personnel is needed to Del Webb's first home in Sun City now the home of SCAHS 

Historical Society 
Continued from Page 1 

Monday through Friday. 
Most important, to Westers, 
is that volunteers are needed 
to set up a file for the histo1y 
of Sun City West. 

Joining the auxilia-
ry will be rewarding because 
your efforts will be of histor
ical value. 

Rose Larsen, secretary of 
the SCAHS, reminds all that 
the first meeting (it will be a 
historical event) of the auxil
iary will be Saturday, Jan. 
23rd, at 11 a.m. A luncheon 
will follow a brief orienta
tion. The meeting place will 
be an interesting one to visit 
because the home at 10801 
Oakmont Drive, Sun City, is 

the first home built by Del 
Webb. lflilemorv serves 
right, Mr. Webb actually 
worked on this home. T_he 
Historical Society. is head- . 
quartered in this historical 
place. Soon it will have an 
office in Sun City West too. 
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Histc;,ry in ,the making 
Historical Society preserves community's past, records the present 

The Sun Cities Historical Society maintains its headquarters in a building which once served as the first Sun City model home. The 
building, located at 10801 Oakmont Ave., is staff ed by volunteers and serves as a permanent home for old photos and Sun City 
memorabilia. Volunteer Evelyn Parry looks over a collection of Sun City telephone directories dating back to 1960. 

----------- - ---------- -



'3y ANNE RYMAN , 
Sun Cities !~dependent 

. One ·1oia1 org~nization beii~~es ,iq ·. 
saving · everything . associated witb the · 
history of the Sun:Cities. ·.- . :_ --· . . 

·-since 1985, the ' Sun Cities .Historical 
Society .has· -~olle~ted and pre·serve'd 
~toric~ information about life .in. the two .' 
retirement comml!Jli~es. ' 
. The society, located at 10801 Oakmont 

Ave., Sun City,. collects newspaper clip
pings/ photographs, maps and · other 
memorabiliif from Sun City~s 33-year . 
history· and . Sun City West's 15-:year. 
existence. . ··. · . . · · 
. . "We're also· interested in. present-day· 
things; too, because 50 years from now, it · -
will, be history, ~-say·s Jarie Freem'an, -·· 
society _:archivist/:. This i~ciudes _i~for- . 
matipn_ aboutnew· bw_ldings,' community 
sexvices and day-kH!ay events. . .. 
. 'The ·sun Cities }IistoricaJ.,Soc·iety was ,·. 
organized in . -1986 '. after; .'a gio_up of 
residents got ·together. to work on a book _ 
about !}ie history of Sun City; "Jul>ilee:. The . 
25th AnJ:iiversary ()f Sun City,·Arii." ... ;: ··; .i 

"We had . all' this material • we :gathered ·. 
when .we were ·writing :Jubilee.' What · 
were we going to do with. it? ; We : said 
'we'll set_ up a h~stoncal society,": ·: Mrs:, 
Fr~rrum. says; 3 .. · , • ,: : . . . . . 

.Since that titne/ the organization has :, 
grown to include:226 members. ' In 1989, 
society 'mem~is purchased the first model -• 
hoine built -10: sun"City .arid convertedit · 
into a historical museum an4 h,eadq~rs. . 
The builfiing··lS<!-)pep to the·· public from · 
'1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. · 

In July 1991, they added the original Del 
;Webb sales office to the southwes_t comer 
of the organization's building. Del Webb 
officials opened the sales office in January . 
1960, and 200,000 people visited _it the 
first'weekend. .. . ·· . . .· .· 

TOday, the fonnei- sales office is home to 
photographs of the · early history of Mari
nette (the town -which once existed where · 
Sun City now exists), Sun City's early days 
of d~velopment and the first sketches of 
model homes. 

The m~um also features early memor
abilia such. as . the elaborate three-dimen- , . 
sional post cards Del Webb sent to its . 
residents in the 1970s. Collectibles ·include · . 

: keyrings and buttons, as well _ as early 
souvenirs such as ashtrays commemorating 
the fifth anniversary of Sun City. · 

Voluntee_rs have catalogued thousands of 
ph?tographs, obituaries and newspaper 
.articles, but much work remains M 
Freeman sa -B , rs. 

. . ys. . . oxes · of slide photographs 
. must.~ examined to see if the people and . 
events m them can be identified. .· , . 

. . ~e. s~iety gets_ its '. items from local 
residents and organizations . ~o ;.iete . h th . -. ; . . ·.1., u rmme 
;ca::r _somethmg ~~- hist~1Cl,ll sig.ni~ . 

.. ~;_: :. ~, ~·~ F~.~~ ~2l~!J>!1?.~:- . 
.,. ,(>graph. or 'clipping. must relate to th S 
. : Cities ... ·1·- ~'-·" ... . e un 
'J;: - · . area . . t should be dated and ·ct . . .fied ,·" · • · · , . . - . . 1 enu-
. . . . ' Particul¥1Y. if . there are peopl . .. photograph ._ . . . .. · e m a 

: ; Jn "additi~n :;;; 'its ~o~ec-tion of histori~al 
. items the-soci'et -~h · ·. · .. . · . · · " -' · . .. , . Y · osts -penodic e h"b• and s · , . -. ·"' . • x 1 its 

ponsors special .programs In M . 
1991 · · · · ay 

-.. . ' ~o~iety ~embers_ hosted a cele-· 
~ -.:-··.: .···>·', . 
• ~ ,tion for former me~be . . . 
Samts. _.The-women' rs of the Sun City 

;-~r~anized 11··:1965. - s _softball _ te~m was 
, • • We inv~tci:J all the · , . · _ 
~d -served ho(do ·. team ,mem~rs back 
Just like the hallp;~ ~~~; and s!)da _ 
Mrs. Freeman: says. _ 2_00 pepple," , 

Society m b - ·· · em ers plan ·anoth . ... ;, . ' , · . . . , ,er SJ?ec1al 

: pii>grani;°tliis:s":~ -- ' ·. : ·.· ' 7~ ·. -"• -

- • ed · . ,, P. , g ~Il 8!1 as~yet undeter
' ~m . subJ~t)bey hope to . host at least 

wo programs a year . . . . 
and one in ·the fall . -:- _one m the spring 

;./'\,To help .'with s~ial . . . 
/.{:Uld ge~eral ruing. th . p~~s. exhibits 
:·:: · · · · · -' . . e society plans to form 
· ~ auxili~ group of about 40 
·· .Rose Larson . · · · . . _people, says , ··: , .. • . ' S<:C~e~. . . -

, ... , ' • , \ I ~ . ' ~ 

. ''. " . 
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New auxiliary lends helping hand 
By AN NE RYMAN 
Sun Cities Independent 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
is looki ng for volunteers to help preserve 
the hi s tory of th e two re ti reme nt 
communities. 

Board memb ers want to fo rm an 
auxiliary of 40 people to ass ist with fil
ing, inventory and clipping photographs 
and newspaper articles, says Rose Larson, 
secre ta ry of the 226-m ember org ani
za tion. 

"I've wa tched Jane Free ma n, our 
archiv ist, and her assistants do more work 
than three can handle ," she says. 

"Every single obituary comes out of 
the paper. Ev ery pho to of hi s tori ca l 
significance is put on special paper and 
filed ." 

Projects for auxiliary members include: 

■ A display on Sun City West in the 
Sun City West Community Services 
Building. 
■ Serve as hosts and hostesses to assist 

wi th open houses and during vi sitin g 
hours - l :30 to 3:30 p .m. Monday 
through Friday. 
■ Prepare a quarterly newsletter that 

goes to society members 
■ Inventory materials on the Sun City 

Saints, a woman's softball league 
organized in 1965. 
■ Construct periodic displays. 
■ Clip items of interest from news

papers, copy them on acid-free paper and 
file them. 

The tim e commitment is up to th e 
person who chooses to volunteer, Mrs. 
Larson says. "I think four of five hours a 
month is adequate," Mrs. Larson says. "If 
we had several people giving this much, 

we could get so much done." 
Those who are interested may contact 

Mrs. Larson a t 972 -8 028 . A short 
orientation sess ion is planned for 11 a.m. 
Jan . 23 at the soc iet y's head qu art ers, 
10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City. 

Since 1985 , the Sun Cities Historical 
Society has collected new spaper clip 
pings, ph otog raph s, maps an d o ther 
memorabili a from Su n City 's 33-yea r 
history and Sun City Wes t's 15 -year 
existence. 

Mrs. Freeman is looking forward to the 
extra help of an auxiliary. 

"We ca n g ive them a ll k in ds of 
projects. 

"We're hoping someone will be inter
ested in going through slides and deciding 
what is pertinent. And we have a lot of 
scrapbooks to critiq ue (for his tori ca l 
value)," she says. 

JANUARY 20, 1993 - SUN CITY'S 33RD ANN IVERSARY, SUN CITIES INDEPEN DENT -
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'Century of Diversity' 
distills the essence 
of Glendale's history 
By EVELYN BARBER 
Editorial page editor 

Just received my copy of the history of Glendale, commis
sio ned during the city's 100th anniversary in 1992. 

It's beautiful , absolutely beautiful. 
Leafing through "Glendale, Century of Diversity" brought 

back memories of the 18 years - from 1959 to 1977 - when I 
live d in Glendale and worked 
on the weekly newspaper (un-
til 1973 when I joined the Double takes 
News-Sun.) 

The city was founded by a 
religious group - no hard 
drink was served anywhere in 
the new settlement and that 
was prominently mentioned in 
the fliers inviting Mid
weste rne rs to settle in the 
teetotalling town. 

So many names in the book 
are familiar, people who con
tributed much to the devel
opment of Glendale, people I 
knew and admired. We set the 
stage, we who had a sense of 
the future, for the growth we 
knew would come. And it did . 

As I skimmed that warm, personal and picture-filled book, I 
was reminded of Thelma Heatwole, newspaperwoman of excel
lence , who was an important part of Glendale's history as well 
as its recorder. Many times, I pestered Thelma to write a 
history of Glendale, which she knew so well firsthand. 

Thelma never found the time , but I know she would be 
inordinately proud of everyone who had a part in creating this 
sp lendid book. I 'm terribly proud, just from skimming through 
an d reading h e re and there where something jogged my mem
ory - including the two mentions of my name, which puts me 
in Glendale's history. Now I will read it through, every word - / 
and more than once. It 's a dream come true. '(~/_..... 

--0--0--0-- ·~ 
Glendale's book reminds me of the Sun City history, "Jubi

lee," written to celebrate the community's 25th anniversary. It, 
too, was a beautiful book and a perfec t example of the ne ed for 
every community to collect its history in words and pictures. 

The Historical Society of the Sun Cities Area is always in the 
process of collecting and storing the stories, the pictures and 
the artifacts that make up the memory of a community. Every
body who has Sun Cities memorabilia ought to get in touch with 
the group. Call 974-2568. Contributions a re deductible. 

Sun City will celebrate its 50th anniversary in 2010 AD and 
some local writer of that era should have plenty of materia l to 
update the d eve lopment of the life style that was pioneered in 
1960. 
--0--0--0--
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Historian 
to speak 
on Arizona 

SU~ CITY WEST - Nationally 
known historian Reba Wells . will 
speak about Arizona at 1 p.m. May 
12 aL the Sun City West Commu
nity Center, 14465 R.H. Johnson 
Blvd. 

She will be addressing the . Sun 
Ci Lies Area Historical Society 'c 
annual spring membership meet
ing. 

In observance of National His
toric Preservation Week, Wells 
will give a slide presentation. She 
also will describe the preservation 
of memorabilia and information 
related to America's frontier West. 

Reservations are not required. 
Wells is the daughter of a 

pioneer New Mexico family. She 
has lived in Phoenix since 1982. 
She holds degrees from the Uni
versity of New Mexico in educa
tion Southwest history and his
to ry' of the American West. ' She 
taught in Albuquerque schools for 
17 years . ;· 

She has done research in Mari
copa , Cochise , Yuma and Yavapai 
coun ties. She also has studied the 
Sunnyslope community in north 
Phoenix. 
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Reba Wells, historian with the 
Arizona State Historic Preser
vation Office, will be the featured 
speaker at the Sun Cities Histor
ical Society spring meeting , 1 
p.m. May 12. The meeting will be 

I held at the Sun City West 
Community Services Building. . 

SC Historical Society 
slates spring meeting 

The Sun Cities Area Histor
ical Society will hold its annual 
spring membership meeting 
May 12 to commemorate Nat
ional Historic Preservation 
Week. 

The meeting will be held at 1 
p.m. in the Sun City West 
Community Services Building, 
14465 R.H. Johnson Blvd., Sun 
City West. 

Reba Wells, Ph.D., historian 
with the Arizona State Historic 
Preservation Office, will talk 
about " Arizona, Young and 
Old." 
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THE WESTER 

Freeman Addresses Pen Women 

(L. tor.) Eleanor 
A bell..John son , 

president or Sun 
Cltles Pen 

Women , Jane 
Freeman, speaker 

at the April 17 
meetlng, and new 

members Peg 
Behrel and Joy 

Medley. 

Story & Photo, 

Mildred Baker 
S un C1t1c s Dra1 1c l1 or 

Natio nal League of' 1\ rncr1ca11 
Pen Women closed Ll 1c year w1tl1 
a spring luncheo n at The 
Madison 111 Sun Cit y West 
Saturday, Apnl 17th 

Jane freeman, wh o w:1s 
oflg111al cha ir of the Sun Cit y 
H1 s tor 1cal Society and has 
worked with the o rgan1zat1on 
since its begumi.ng at the tJ me of 
the 25th anniversary of Sw1 City, 
gave a very interesting address. 
She cit ed penm en! mc1dents in 
tl1 e history of tl1 ese commurnu es 
and rnculated maps, pictures and 
newspaper references to early 
days of this areG. 

"The Wick enburg Vultu1e 
M111e has a remot e co1111ect1 on 
with the Sun Ci t ies, " sh e 
cxplallled "Grand Ave11uc was 
or1g 1nally known as "Vu ltur e 

!Zoad, " a n1 ,u11 s1;1 1,;ccuacl1 rouil' · 
Mar111 ettc , tl1e locat1011 ol :1 

pos t offic e 111 19 12. ,vas 11a111l'li 
lJ y :1 111:11\ rrn111 Ma1111etlL', 
W1 sco11s111 

Del Webb buil t Luk e .\ 1r 
1:o rcc Dase 111 J 9,1 I 

Sh e slat ed 111:11 tl1c Su11 Cit\ 
/'vlu se u111 s l1 clvcs l1old 1n;i11 v 
books wr1ttc11 by loc al l' c;1 
Women . 

Three wolllen becarne new 
members 111 tli e letters category 
Madge Saksena , Glendal e, :1 
c rea t1 v.e wr1t1ng teac her and 
founde r of a Cal 1forn1a Writ ers' 
Club, Joy Medley and Haze l 
Spavin. both of Sun City 

Peg Beine! JUIIIl'd 111 tile :11 r 
Ci It c L; o ry ll c r p :u n I 111 gs I I a.n g 1 11 

several area es1abl1sh111c11t s 
I 11 C [ LI U I ll g S ll I l (' I t I e S 1\ I l 

Museufll 
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Arizona history lives 
as researcher pictures 
John Slaughter's story 
By EVELYN BARBER 
Editorial page editor 

Arizona may be the third youngest of the states, at only 81, 
but it's one of the most beautiful and has accumulated a lot of 
historical significance in its comparatively few years. 

We heard a fascinating portion of that history in a slide-show 
talk Wednesday by Reba Wells, a historian for the Arizona 
Historic Preservation Society, 
at the Sun Cities Area Histor-
ical Society's spring meeting. 

, . We . were all familiar, - of 
course, · with the name and 
fame of John Slaughter, an 
Arizona sheriff who inspired 
such fear in outlaws that many 
of them avoided his territory. 

He . has been featured in 
movies and books as one of 
the best and bravest of law
men in the brief period that 
was the historic Old West. 

But we didn't know the real 
story of John Slaughter and 
his San Bernardino Ranch, 
which straddled the Arizona
Mexico border of the late 
1800s and early 1900s. 

With slides of pictures she 
had accumulated over five 
years of research, Dr. Wells 

. ' 

Double takes 

reconstructed the lives of Slaughter and his young wife, Viola, 
and their often burgeoning household at the San -Bernardino 
Ranch, near Douglas. The ranch; restored to its original ap
pearance, is now in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Viola, a pampered young woman from the East, met and fell 
in love with John Slaughter when she was only 17 and he was 
39, a widower with two children. She accepted the rugged life 
of the western frontier with courage and determination, and 
refused to let Slaughter send his two young children away to be 
raised by relatives. 

Not only did she and her husband give their love to his 
children, but to an ongoing assortment of strays who needed 
shelter through the years. At one time a black child, an Indian 
child, a Hispanic child and an Anglo child all were in their 
care - a rainbow coalition on the frontier. · 

Slaughter was in the cattle business, and had as many as 90 
employees, which of course made cooking a large undertaking. 
But in addition, the Slaughters found that the tourist business 
was a financial help. They entertained visitors from all parts of 
the United States who had heard o( the beautiful San Ber
nardino Ranch and wanted to share in the Slaughter's hospi
tality. The fun times were many, especially for the Slaughter 
children who by that time were in their teens. D VcR... 



Dr. Wells has many anecdotes to tell of the Slaughters and of 
southern Arizona. One involved several years of research 
before she could authenticate it. 

She had heard that a Mormon settler had built his house half 
within the United States and half within Mexico for a very 
special reason. But until a donation of pictures came into her 
hands from California, she could not be sure it was true. One 
picture proved the story. 

It seems that the man had four wives, but could have only 
one in the United States. He built his house so that he and his 
first wife could live in the United States and his other three 
wives in Mexico. · 

Dr. Wells makes history live in her talks. She is enthusiastic 
about the history-gathering being done by the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society and encouraged the group to collect the 
history of th.ese communities even while it is being made. 

She outlined the requirements for inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places: The building must be at least 50 . 
years old; reflect the broad sweep of history; be associated with 
a historic person; possess unique architecture of a historic 
period; have the potential to yield information about history. : 

The San Bernardino/Slaughter Ranch fulfills all the qual- : 
ifications. And Dr. Wells held out the prospect that one day . 
there could be such historic sites in this area. 

Incidentally, the historical society is always looking for : 
volunteers who want to help assemble the artifacts and historic ; 
documents that tell the story of the retirement com:r:punities, 
especially relating to Sun City West. Just call 974-2568. 
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Dr. Reba Wells Addresses Historical Society 
Story & Photo 
Marie Scotti 

-Toe sun Cities Area Historical 
Society held its Spring 
Membership Meeting on 
Wednesday, May 12 at the SCW 
Community Center. Sandy 
Goldstein, president, presided at 
a short business meeting prior to 
the program. 

Dr. ·Reba Wells, nationally 
known historian for The Ariz.ona 
State Historical Preservation 
Office addressed the members on 
"Ariz.ona: Young and Old." She 
gave a slide presentation and a 
talk describing the preservation 
of memorabilia and data related 
to America's frontier West. 

Communities thought Ariz.ona 
celebrated the state's diverse 
historic and architectural heritage 
during the second week of May 
with activities ranging from tours 
of historic neighb_orhoods to 
historic craft demonstrations. 
These activities were part of 
Ariz.ona's celebration of the 21st 
annual National Historic 
Preservation Week, designated 
by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation for the purpose of 
promoting public awareness of 
our nation's cultural resources. 
The national theme for this year's · 
Historic Preservation Week was 
"Preservation & Livable 
Communities : Make the 
Connection." 

Dr. Wells told the audience 
about The National Register of 
Historic Places. Over 60,000 
historic sites, objects and districts 

including more the 700,000 
buildings within the districts are 
listed in the 1993 National 
Register of Historic Places. 
"Saving these culturally 
significant places is what the· 
preservation movement is all 
about" said Dr. Wells. 
Established under the Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 and 
administered by the National 
Register is the country's official 
inventory of districts, buildings, 
sites, structures and objects that 
are significant in American 
history, architecture, archeology, 
engineering and culture. Also 

From J.: Jane 
Freeman, 
Historical Society 
Archives 
Chairman and Dr. 
Reba Wells, 
Arizona State 
Historical 
Preservation 
Office historian 
display 
Preservation 
Week poster 
during Historical 
Society meeting. 

listed in the national Register are 
all historic areas in the National 
Park System and all designated 
Nation Historic Landmarks. 

"Although National Register 
listing does not prevent an owner 
from demolishing, selling or 
altering the prnperty, it does 
provide benefits, such as federal 
rehabilitation tax credits for 
income-producing buildings, 
cultural resource planning and 
national recognition" reported Dr. 
Wells. 

Listing properties in the 
National Register often changes 
tpe way communities perceive 

their historic resources. 
The Sun Cities Area Historical 

Society is organized as a non
profit corporation exclusively for 
civic and educational purposes. 
If$ task is to collect and preserve 
the historical data of the Sun 
DR. REBA WELLS 
Continued on Page 8 
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Dr. Wells Addresses Historical Society 
Continued from Page 6 

Cities area. The Society was 
incorporated in 1986 and is a 
tax-exempt corporation under 
Section 501 (s) (c) (3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954. 
This qualifies contributions and 
membership support for tax 
exempt status. 

Through the generous support 
of the J.G. Boswell Foundation, 
Del Webb Corporation and other 
groups and individuals, the 
Society has purchased Sun City's 
first modef home as its 
headquarters. The home is 
located at 10801 Oak Avenue, 
SW1 City. 

Membership in SCARS will 
make it possible for continued 
scientific studies of the 
sociological aspects of the aging 

process. The SW1 Cities are now 
concerned one of the most 
important gerontological 
laboratories in the world. 
Preservation of this vast 
storehouse of information is of 
monumental importance. 

Membership dues are $1 O for 
individual $15 for family, 
Supporting $25 patron $50 
Sponsor$ I 00 Life $250. Make 
checks payable to Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society Inc., and 
mai I to l 0801 Oakmont A venue, 
SW1 City, AZ. 85351. 



Past lives anew . . . 

ill historical · home 
By MIKE GARRETT 
Daily News-Sun staff · 

SUN CITY - Taking one step 
into · the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society home at 10801 Oakmont 
Ave. is just like taking 33 steps back 
in time. 

Promotional videos, maps, post
cards, newspaper clippings and 
memorabilia such as old Sun City 
Saints softball · team trophies fill 
every nook and cranny in one of the 
community's original homes. 

At a glance, visitors can go back 
33 years when Sun City was one big 
block boasting one- and two
bedroom model -homes selling for 
$8,600 · to $12,000, a golf course, 
Oakmont Recreation Center and a 
swimming pool. , 

The small development south of 
Grand Avenue -was a stone's throw 
from the area's rich cotton fields.-

Although an estimated 400 visit
ors have toured the historical home 
since January, society members es
timate thousands of Sun Citians 
have never set foot in the original 
Webb model and have little sense 
of the history of Sun City and the 
15-year-old Sun City West. 

An hour's examination of the his
torical society's archives yields 
decades of information from Del 
Webb's dream of an active adult 
retirement community like none 
other through today's blossoming of 
Sun City West. · 

Sun Cities Historical Society -
President Sandy Goldstejn invites 
residents in both retirement com- .· 
munities to celebrate National His
toric Preservation Week May" 9- 16 
by reliving the Sun Cities' past. The 
home will close for the summer 
May 28. . - . · , . 1 , - , -· 

The seven-year-old Historical · A postcard from 1961 depicts one ,ofJhe.9°rjgin9I Sun City homes, -,,. 
Society .bought Del Webb's first ·_ '. _ ; .. . . -_ • . · · . , · · 
model home in 1989 for · $44 000 ficers_ and members, .who will meet ~s. vy1tl,I. ~un City, the 220-member . 
said Glenn Sanberg, who along ~it~ We~rie~day to m~~e design and or- · soc!eey; '~ihc~udi1:1.g 35 .-- volu?-teers 
Jane Freeman, helped found the g~mzational -~ec1~10ns for t~e Sun · wh~ m~111tam ~~e h_ouse) 1s ex-
society. "We've since. spent about City We~t h~sto:1cal room 1_n the ·_ periencm~.grow~ng pa1!3S, _ 
$5,000 fixing it up and adding Del C~~m!1mty S~rvices Cente:. · The· Sun City West Community 
Webb's old sales office to the back · We re lookmg for donatwns from Services room will be a catch-all for 
of it." The price tag of the· original · the ear!y (Sun City West) piot?-eers the .Sun City home's overflow, said 
golf course model in · 1960 was who might have the promotional Neil Bultman, Historical Society 
$9;ooo. plates, caps and. broc~ures Webb operations manager. 

The opening of Sun City West in gave away . durmg its ground- ., . , "We·'•v··e·,,ru. ': .t f d' 1·" . .. . ·. 
b k . · ,, , G Id t · . n ou o 1sp ay space 

October 1978 didn't draw the curi-' , r.~a I~g . c~remomes, · 0 s em · tor itil the· -'.:'s' tuff · ·,h · · w· 'II . - . . ... . said . . ._. . . _ . . . we ave now. e 
ous as did Su1?- City m ~ts u~fancy. . ,' . , . . ~ . .' ' 1 be ,build!,ilg some pullout . stands 

But Su1?- <?1ty ~est s h1~tory 1s ~1ke Webb s_dec1S1on Fo ;bu!ldand .and ni<;>va~le panels to conserve 
equally s1gmficant to society of- expand 1;,un City West after its sue- -space in the new room," he said: · 
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'Our Old House' to open 
The Sun Cities Area Historical 

Society is gearing up for its winter 
season at "Our Old House," the re 
tirement community's first model 
home. i . . . ~ 

The first model, which also serves 
as the society's headquarters, will be 
open for visitors Tuesday througn 
Saturday beginning this week. ~ 

Visiting hours are 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. at the model, 10801 Oakmont 
Drive, Sun City. ' 

The first model home was built by 
Del Webb in 1960. It houses a variety 
of photographs and other memo 
rabilia chronicling the development; 
of the Sun Cities. 1 

On Oct. 1 the community's earIJ 
residents, also known as the Sun City 
Pioneers; wm.· be on hand at "Our 
Old House/' In addition, pie tures of 
Sµn Cities chur,clies will be on dis~ 
played. . · 

For info~lllati~n, call 974-2568. 

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Tuesday, Sept. 14, 1993 

Tuesday, Sept. 14, 1993 

'Our Old House' to open 
The Sun Cities Area Historical 

Society is gearing up for its · wintE:r 
season at "Our Old House," the re 
tirement community's first mod~! 
home. · 

The first model, which also serv~.s 
as the society's headquarters, will be 
open for visitors Tuesday through 
Saturday beginning this week. : 

Visiting hours are 1:30 p.m. to 3:~0 
p.m. at the model, 10801 Oakmon,t 
Drive, Sun City. · 

The first model home was built by 
Del Webb in 1960. It houses a variety 
of photographs and other mem'o 
rabilia chronicling the developmen~ 
of the Sun Cities. ,· , 

On Oct. 1 the community's early 
residents, also known as the Sun City 
Pioneers, will be on hand at "Our 
Old House." In addition, pie tures of 
Sun Cities churches will be on dis
played. 

For information, call 974-2568. 



Res1d-elits 
help record 
SC history 
' 
B.y ROSA De SIMONE c9· ·· l < - Cf ,5 
Daily News-Sun staff 
: SUN CITY - Melanie Sturgeon may be too 
yoµng to live in Sun City, but over the past two 
years she has lived and breathed the commu
nity. 

Looking for a research topic for her doctoral 
thesis in community history, the Arizona State 
University graduate student said slie could not 
find a better sample than Sun City. 

One-on-one interviews with the pioneers of 
Sun City's active retirement community gave 
Sturgeon an opportunity to fulfill t~? goals : 
complete a, thesis and help the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society increase it resources. 

"Oral history is extremely important for a 
community like Sun City," Sturgeon said. 

Sturgeon has recorded about 35 conversa
tions· with many involved in the development 
and early years of Sun City, from the first 
residents here to the developer, Del Webb 
Corp. . 

"We have been trying to get an oral history 
program for several ye_a~~' b~t I could never 
recruit someone to do it, said Jane Freeman 
of the Sun CitLes Area Historical Society. 

Freeman and others sit the society were 
~ager to .help Sturgeon wit~.,per ~esearch. 

Sturgeon's fp,s.cination with h~story goes be
yond S.1,m Citians. She's been hired by people 
to write their family histories. 

The mother of five has a bachelor's degree 
in history, a master's in community h_istory and 
has almost completed her doc\o,rate :m n:odern 
.U.S.w istory with a focus on COn) ~U~ity history. 

"Almost every person •-~ terviewed was 
t eally \ delightful, and they not only talked 
about Sun City but their early life." 

Sturgeon learned some of the many . chara~
tf'ristics that defined . Sun City and its resi
' ., See Gradu_ate student, A5 

Graduate student 
-From Al 
dents, she said. Among them: 
■ "There's a perception that. women in th e 

1920s, who live here now, stayed at home , but 
there were many who worked and had ca
reers." 
■ "There was cooperation and interaction in 

the early days of the community." • 
■ "Women were much more involved in 

social service volunteerism than men." Male 
residents were more involved in political is
sues and groups, she said. 

The theme of her study focused on the 
"Activity. Theory of Retirement," a theory 
popular m the 1950s and used in the devel

., opment of Sun City. 
Not only did the people who moved here 

make the theory a reality, with their hard work 
ethic as well as their love for leisure activity 
(developed in the 1920s), but the developers 
played a major role. 

"Del Webb made sure that it worked " Stur-
. geon said. "That's why Sun City is s~ inter

~sting. It was really the first completely organ
ized and planned retirement community (in 
the country)." 

The early residents Sturgeon interviewed 
told her of the hard work they put in during 
the early days, to get clubs off the ground and 
keep the community active. 

"The clubs were the life force of the com
munity," she said. 

Many of the Sun Citians, most of whom were 
women, expressed both nostalgia and sadness 
regarding what seems to be a decline in club 
activity and the demise of the close-knit com
munity it produced, she said. 

"A common theme (in the interviews) was 
sadness that it has changed from a small, 
interactive community to a large impersonal 
one," Sturgeon said. 

Freeman, a long-time resident of Sun City, 
agreed that much has changed. Both women 
hope the taped interviews will educate new 
residents on the history of Sun City and moti
vate them to get more involved, they said. 

"There was a fellowship that you don't have 
now," Freeman said. 

The public is welcome to listen to the tapes 
in the Sun Cities Area Historical Society in the 
first house built in Sun City at 10801 Oakmont. 

For. information ~nd hours, call 9_74-2568. 
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Stephen Chernek/Dally News-Sun 

Laurel Cooke of Sun City studies the Houses of Worship display - which features 
watercolors by Emil Fischer - at the Sun Cities Area Historical Society, 10801 
Oakmont Drive. The society is housed inside Sun City's first model home. It is open 
from 1 :30 to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, September to May. 



Stephen Chernek/Daily News-Sun 

Sun City Pioneers Bertha Myers, left, and Florence Sears look at a display of photographs 
from Sun City's beginning at the Sun Cities Area Historical Society, housed in the first model 
home, 10801 Oakmont Drive. Sears and Myers have ~':'th lived in Sun City since 1960. 

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Saturday, Oct. 2 , 1993 rian, Florence Sears, E ve lyn 
Parry and others who moved 

R ■ d · · to Sun City in 1960 and 1961 

es1 en·ts hail fe·stival ~~~~t~he~~~~:/~:~d ,g~~~ c~~i 

R e mini sci ng, n ot mu s ic, 
drew about a dozen Sun Ci ty 
pioneers to th e Sun Citi es 
Area Hi storical Society head
quarters Frid ay. The pioneers 
- Sun City's first res id e nts -
were honore d a t a te a in th e 
retire ment cornm~nity 's first 
mode l home. 

Berth Myers, Mi ld re d To ld-

was a "c lose-knit town ." 
The pioneers talked of ho w 

they would ga ther for holid ays 
lik e Thanksgiving, for a / 
st r a wberry festival on 
Mother's Day and a root beer 
bust on . F ather's Day, all on 
the patio at Oakmont R ecrea-
t ion Cente r ; how they still 
drive by the ir first Sun City 
homes tb see how they've 
changed; and how they dealt 
with "cotton bugs" and dirt 
a nd dust fro m nearby cotton 
fields that would blow into 
their homes du ring storm s. 

"We were ulways cleaning. 
If it wasn't bugs it was du st ," 
Sears sa id . 
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A look· back at the old days 
The Sun Cities Historical Society held a special salute to the 
community's earliest residents during last week's Old West Fest. 
Florence Sears, center, a Sun City Pioneer, reviews memorabilia at the 
society's headquarters with visitors Robert and Olga Adams. Mrs. 
Sears was the eighth homeowner to move into Sun City when it first 
opened in 1960. 
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SUN CITIES AREA (f ~E! HISTORICAL SOCIETY i~' 1C-"L ', 

October 26, 1993 

Dear Members: 

The Board of Directors of Sun Cities 

Area Historical Society cordially invites 

you to attend the Annual Fall Membership 

Luncheon on Wednesday, November 10th at 

12 Noon in Palmbrook Country Club at 9350 

Greenway Road. 

Dan Shilling, Ph.D., Executive Direc

tor of the Arizona Humanities Council will 

be our guest speaker. His timely topic: 

"Communities in Transition". 

The cost of the luncheon is $11 per 

person. Your check is your reservation to 

be received no later than November 8th 

and made payable to the Sun Cities Area 

Historical Society. Please mail to the 

address below. 

We look forward to greeting you and 

to sharing this interesting program with 

you. 

Sincerely yours, 
A-~ fi~_/ ~ ~,;~/! ~ 

Sanford Goldstein, President 

10801 Oa kmont Dr . * Sun City, AZ 8535 1 



' jS~holars dig 
Jrlto SC roots 
' i 
! By EVELYN BARBER 
), Daily News-Sun columnist 

Transition" project, which 
over two years will focus on 
the understanding of "com
munity" in Arizona. 

! The image of Sun City has 
l remained much the same 
t since its inception in 1960 and 

. ) the Sun City lifestyle that has 
l evolved is known the world 
j over. 
1 But this is not a static 
( community; in fact, it is in a 
' constant state of change, Ari-

zona Humanities Council Di
rector · Dan Shilling said 
Wednesday, speaking at the 
annual fall meeting of the Sun 
Cities Historical Society. 
, . . Shilling described the 
:council's "Communities in 

Sun City is one of 10 arch
etypal communities . that will 
be part of the project. The 10 
were chosen as representative 
of the five qualities that give 
Arizona its identity: ag
riculture, ethnic diversity, 
high technology, retirement 
and tourism. 

"Sun City, of course, is an 
international symbol of the 
planned retirement commu
nity," said Shilling. 

See Retirees come, A5 

Historical society meets 
Dr. Dan Shilling, executive direc

tor of the Arizona Humanities Coun
cil, is the guest speaker for the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Society's fall 
membership meeting Wednesday. 

"Cvmmunities in Transition" is the 
topic of the luncheon, set for noon at 
Palmbrook Country Club, 9350 
Greenway Road, Sun City. 

Lunch is $11 per person. Checks 
payable to the Sun Cities Area His
torical Society may be mailed to the 
society, 10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun 
City, 85351. Reservations are re
quired by Monday. 

For information, call 974.-2568. 

''Gfo know history 
is to k,now\vhere 
•your.ideas corrie 
from •arid why you 
hap2en· to believe · 

, ,I-/ ,-? - .. ,:.: _1. . 

them ,, to· know the 
source ofy .. our 
moral :and 
aest4.etic , 
.sensibilities:" · 
if, i_ :( ~- .} .. , • J 

.,,, ; Dan Shilling 
Arizoria Humanities 
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• C,9uncif .Director 
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71Retirees come here to start over 
- ;! ·. . ' •, 

:/;. -From Al 
A team of f.ive ASU scholars 

will work with community 
liaisons, Shilling said, "to re
search not only the history, 
but the ideas that underlie the 
development of the 10 sites" 

, 1 , through oral history as well as · 
;. ,research in each community. 
·· The project will be con-· 
;;, ciuded in early 1996 and a 
.. , manuscript for publication 
. , will be completed before the 
;,·, summer of 1996. ~· ·-• . .,. -
0 : :• · Shilling cited the rootless
. ·v ness of America's commu
r" nities today, , the loss of the 
ri·• ability to be a community, as 
·•• contributing to a poverty of 
·,·,,values and to the "collapse of 

the ritual, ethical and spirit-

ual practices that define a 
community." 

History, he said, contributes 
directly to community build
ing. "To know history is to 
know where your ideas come 
from and why you happen to 
believe them, to know the 
source of your moral and aes
thetic sensibilities." 

Just as Phoenix gets its 
name from the bird of myth, 
reborn from its ashes, so many 
people see their move to Ari
zona as a chance to start over, 
Shilling said. 

"It is not only those who 
come searching for jobs that 
accompany a constantly in
creasing population; it is also 
those who retire to places like 
Sun City - retire, that is, to a 

'new life.' '.' 
Arizona cities, like the state 

itself, have gone through 
tremendous transitions in the 
last several decades in order 
to survive, Shilling said. And 
it is the "transitioning" the 
council project will focus on 
in the 10 communities. 

"Communities in Transi
tion" began with the goal of 
addressing the concerns of 
community as a deliberative 
dialogue, not as a "debate" of · 
public policy where partici
pants square off with opposing 
views that never involve the 
kind of talk that leads to 
common ground. 

"We are aware that our ef
forts should not duplicate 
town halls, city council meet-

ings or similar models. Fur
ther, we are not a political or . 
advocacy group, or an organi- - I 
zation with answers. We have 
enough of them," Shilling 
said. 

"Let us encourage open, 
community-grounded dialogue 
(rather than debate), dialogue 
that addresses modern Amer
ica's tendency to obliterate 
tradition and make rootless
ness a virtue. Let us, instead, 
reappropriate tradition and 
nurture the roots that 
strengthen a community's so
cial ecology, that help ground 
and locate us in w_ays no map 
can." 

Evelyn Barber is the former 
Editorial page editor of the 
Daily News-Sun. 
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' TREASURES AND TRIVIA SALE ' 
AT 

' OUR OLD HOUSE ' - 10801 OAKMONT 
FEBRUARY 19, 1994 

8:AM - 1:00 PM 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society ' s " Our Old House" needs a 
new roof! We need your help to make this fund raiser a success . 

We will accept anything BUT CLOTHES. So start looking for 
items to donate. Sort out your jewelry, clean out your kitchen 
cupboards, bag up white elephants & unusable Xmas gifts, crafts 
& knick-knacks, tools & yard accessories , etc. If you need help 
in getting items to the sale , please call Rae Mason at 933-6970 
or Julia Manspeaker at 977-5367 . Or bring your items Friday a f 
ternoon, February 18, 1994, to ' Our Old House ' , 10801 Oakmont. 

Rae Mason, Julia Manspeaker 
Co-Chairmen 

You do not need to price - we will do that! 
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SUN CITIES AREA 

!iociety to meet 
The Sun Cities Area Histori cal 

f,ociety will condu ct its a nnua l 
;pring membership meeting at 1:30 
J.m. April 13 in the Sun Ci ty West 
: ommunity Services Cente r , 144Ef$ 
R.H. Johnson Blvd . .'"', 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Treasures/Trivia Sale 
Saturday, Feb. 19th 

8am to 1pm 
10801 Oakmont Drive 

Something For 
Everyone! _ _ 

Dr. Noel J . Stowe, associat e de a)1 
of Arizona State University's grad
uate school and director of the ASU's 
public history program, is the guest 
speaker. His top ic is "The Past's F u
ture." 

For information, call 974-5349. 

Daily News-Sun Sun c·1ty A . 
I I riz. Thursday, Ap ril 7, 1994 

Monday, Feb. 21, 1994 Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz . 

Steve Chernek/Dai ly News-S un 

Marge Liebeg , left, and Rae Mason exam ine a piece of 
glassware at the Sun Cities Historical Soci e ty ' s " Trivi a 
and Treasures" garage sale Satu rday. Proce e ds wen t to 
the society. 



SUI\ CITIES AREA 

IIISTOH ICAL SOCIETY 

YOU ARE .J..NV.J..lt:U 

to our Spring Membership Meeting. ivie et 

w .1 t h f ,, 1 e ri ri s a n ci f e 11 ow me m b e r s a n ci h ea r 

a n outstanding program celebrating Ari zona 

Heritage Pre se rvation Month - April 8 - 14. 

DATE:· _____ _)._ 

TiiviE· _ _ _ _ j___ 

_PLAC E; 

w o d n o s ci a v , A p r .i l 1 3 , 1 9 9 4 

i:30 p.m. Refre s hments and 
short business meeting. 

Sun Citv West Community Service 
Center, 14465 R. H. John son 6lvci. 

~ PEAKERi DR. NOEL J. STOWE, Associate 
Dean of ASU Graduate Colle ge . 
Hi s intriguing title is: The 
Past s Future , tying in with the 
li,()mo of r-Jational Ho,-ii3\JO Preser
vation Month (May) " It ' s your 
i•i o mo r y , I t ' s o u ,~ H i s t o r y , I t ' s 
worth Saving . 

We are ex pe cti ng a good turnout and hoping 
sorne of our Sun G_ity and Sun City west Pioneers 
will be present. Please invite a non - member 
friend to come with you. 

Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
10801 Oakmont Dr. 

Su11 Cit v, Az . 85351 



Help give the past a future 
By EVELYN BARBER 

The past is all around us, 
and we need to preserve it. 

That was the challenge to 
the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society at its spring meeting 
in Sun City West. 

Dr. Noel Stowe, Arizona 
State University history pro
fessor and author, presented 
his ideas for saving the past in 
a lecture, "The Future of the 
Past." 

"We lose the past," he said. 
"We leave it to someone else 
or ignore it." 

He asked instead that Sun 
Citians remember the past; 
collect and save things from 
the past; read books about 
history, see historical doc
umentaries and visit muse
ums; think about history in a 
serious way, share its experi
ence with others and urge 
them to actively preserve the 
past. 

But there are obstacles to 
the recognition of the state's 
past, he said. Many Arizonans 
have come from older parts of 
the· country. They do not re-

Double 
takes 

gard the state's historic build
ings very highly and consider 
Arizona a relatively young 
state. 

The ancient past is consid
ered worthwhile but the con
nection with the present isn't 
made. Those ancient historic 
spots are still with us; the 
people of that culture are still 
with us - Arizona's 30 Indian 
tribes "are people of the here 
and now and that has nothing 
to do with slot machines," he 
said. 

The Hispanic heritage has 
come down across time as 
well, but we don't recognize 
the continuity, he said. 

"We need to preserve the 
past, care for it and link the 
past to the present in the 

people around us who are 
connected to ancient times." 

The past is selectively 
saved; much of it is ignored 
because we want the past to 
look better than it was, he 
added. 

"It's nice when someone 
collects the past and presents 
it to us spic and span." he 
said, speaking of the many 
historic parks throughout the 
country such as Disney's pro
posed Civil War park at Man
assas. 

These theme parks repre
sent history packaged neatly, 
conforming to the demands of 
entertainment, the glossy sur
face of events giving ·no evi
dence of-~ the controversies 
that are part of history. 

"The controversial things 
from the past are inconven
ient and not always entertain
ing," he said. Some of history 
may be considered "com
monplace or boring, but all of 
it is important." 

Asked about such living his
tory museums as Pioneer Park 
north of Phoenix and Wil
liamsburg in Virginia, Dr. 

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Friday, April 22, 1994 

Stowe responded that many 
people find them interesting 
and learn from them. 

"My son thinks they're 
great," he said. "He enjoys 
them and he learns something 
from them." 

Dr. Stowe believes, though, 
that while these museums 
present an idyllic picture of 
the past, they do not truly re
flect the past because they 
omit history's hardships and 
the dangers that pioneers en
dured. 

Dr. Stowe charged his lis
teners to respect the past, 
share its memories and com
mon materials, be advocates 
for the preservation of his
toric sites and artifacts, vid
eotape family history and 
honor friends and relatives of 
the past. 

"The past is your heritage 
and my heritage," he said. 
And only by preserving the 
past today can we provide a 
link that will "give the past a 
future." 

The writer is the retired 
editorial page editor of the 
Daily News-Sun. 



Grant helps group nail down new roof 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - "This Old House," 
the Oakmont Drive home-turned 
headquarters for the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society, has a new roof, 
courtesy of some American heritage 
advocates. 

The Palo Verde Chapter of the 
Questers, one of nearly 30 local 
groups that study and collect an
tiques and support museums, ob
tained a state historical grant · and 
donated the money to the historical 
society for a new roof. 

The rehabilitation, costing about 
$3,000, began Friday under the di
rection of the Questers and Wally 
Britton, building maintenance su
pervisor for the historical society. 

The society is housed in Sun City's 
first model home at 10801 Oakmont. 

Mary Shanks, a member of Palo 
Verde Chapter 540 of the Questers, 
1oversaw the chapter's grant applica
'.tion efforts on behalf of the histori-

cal society. 
Restoration and preservation of 

historically significant places in lo
cal communities is a primary aim of 
the Questers International, Shanks 
said. 

Questers members learned the lo
cal historical society's office needed 
a new roof via the society's news
letter and from interaction between 
Questers and society members. 

Shanks led a Palo Verde Questers 
committee that met with society 
members and reviewed some of the 
needs. 

"We felt that it (the roof) was a 
very worthwhile project," Shanks 
said. 

"We hope in the fall to create a 
larger interest with other Questers 
chapters and take care of other 
needs the historical society has," she 
said. 

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. 
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Mollie J. Hoppes/Doily News-Sun 

Workers remove the old roof from the Sun Cities Historical Society 
building on Oakmont Drive. The new roof was completed over the 
weekend. 
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Past and present 
Historical Society guards past, guides future 

T he Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
(SCARS) serves as a guardian of the 
past and a guide for future residents. 

Organized in 1986 by a small group of 
volunteers interested in the collection and 
preservation of historical data and 
memorabilia from the Sun Cities area, the 
Society now boasts a membership of more 
than 200. 

The Del E. Webb Development Company 
built its first Sun City home in 1959 at 10801 
Oakmont Ave. The two-bedroom, one-bath 
home with porch and patio was named The 

Kenworth and was priced at $8,500, including 
all improvements. 

"Our Old House" now is the headquarters 
of the Sun Cities Historical Society where 
you'll find clippings and photographs of past 
events, the first telephone directories and 
more. 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society is a 
non-profit tax-exempt organization. It relies 
solely on membership dues and contributions 
to meet its expenses. 

The house is open from 1 :30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m., Tuesday through Saturday, September 
through May. There is no admission charge. 
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Retired 
in style 

Glenn Sanberg 

Professors 
learn history 
from seniors 
T ·he school bells rang last 

week We were in class, but 
the pedagogical positions 
were reversed - teachers 

became students and a couple of 
retirees did the lecturing. 

About 100 area teachers taking 
Dr. Dick Booscher's course in Ari
zona history at Ottawa University 
toured Sun City as guests of The 
Ambassadors and took a look at 
what retired people were doing 
these days. They got an eye and an 
earful. 

It was a great chance to work 
with Jane Freeman again. It's been 
nine years since we co-authored 
"Jubilee, The 25th Anniversary 0f 
Sun City" and it , seemed like old 
times. A little planning and the 
workload was divided into equal 
parts. Jane handled the early dra
matic history of the area, and I 
followed with the recent develop
ments in Sun City. 

This sent us both back to Jubilee 
in an exercise in nostalgia. We 
sometimes forget that the land we 
built our homes on was once scor~ 
ned by Congress in 1888 when they 
accepted a report that "The region 
is altogether valueless. After enter
ing it, there is nothing to do but to 
leave .... " 

It's so easy to forget about the 
people and the events that led up to 
Del Webb's courageous experiment 
in active retirement living. We for
get about the three years of re
search that preceded the in
vestment in 20,000 acres of ranch 
land with the Boswells. It was a 
long haul from the concept to the 
first steam shovel of earth turned at 
South Golf Course that started Sun 
City. 

Jane did a great job with the 
fascinating story of Sun City's 
prenatal care. The eager looks on 
the faces of the teachers belied the 
fact that she had struck a rich vein 
of historical ore. 

They loved the story of Henry 
Wickenburg's discovery of gold in 
1863 leading to the construction of 
"Vulture Road," the forerunner of 
Grand Avenue. They had never 
heard the story of Mr. Davie who 
gambled on raising sugar beets in 
the desert and lost, or the Goodyear 
scientists who thought they could 
substitute a sticky plant called yuli 
for rubber during World War II and 
discovered they were on the wrong 
track None of this was in their 
history books. · 

Sun City's formative years in 
which Del Webb's experiment in 
active retirement living was tested 
is really the story of the develop
ment of an incredible family - the 
early years in which new residents 
would be welcomed by neighbors 
bearing pans of freshly baked rolls, 
invitations to get-togethers, pot 

·iucks and barbecues. As pioneers, 
they circled the wagons and devel
oped an active lifestyle that was to 
be copied worldwide . . 

However, as Sun City grew in 
size, so did the problems. Like most 
families there were squabbles, 
some big, some small - in
corporation, · recreation centers 
fees, school taxes, opening golf 
courses to outsiders, recall elec
tions. Historically, they can't be 
swept under the rug and must be 
revealed as part of the learning 
process of growing up. 

It's a privilege to tell others about 
a community that specializes in ex
tending middle age longer, not just 
tacking on a little bit of leisure · to 
the retirement years. Sun City of
fers an exciting chance at a second 
career, going back to school,. or 
perhaps even falling in love, agam. 

That's a pretty attractive ticket, 
even for professors. 

Glenn Sanberg, who lives in Sun 
City, is retired from the American 
Society of Association Executives. 
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY lNVllCU 

to the Fall Membership Luncheon and Meeting 

DATE· _.:...:..=--..t. 

PLACE; 

TlMEj 

Wednesday, November r6, 1994 

Royal Oaks \~arden Room) 
i 10i5 W Royal Oaks Dr., S. C. 
\off 99th Ave., close to Grand) 

i2 Noon, Luncheon - tollowea by 
Business meeting & reports 

:i,8. 00 per person 

Dr. Burley Packwood (Sun City author 
of 'Quail in My Bed " and 'Bird Turd, 
Peppers and Other Delights") 

Please plan to come and enjoy fellowship with friends and 
fellow members and hear Dr. Packwood tell with humor of 
living with a ' Quail in jviy Bed " . 

Your Reservation is your check for ~8.00 per person, rnaae 
payable to SCAHS and sent to 10801 Oakmont Dr., Sun City, 
AZ . , 85351 by i~ovember it, 1994. 

SEE YOU THEREi 



Society schedules meeting 
T~e S_un Cities Area Historical 

Society is_ hastings its annual fall 
membership meeting and luncheon 
a~ noon Nov. 16 in the Royal Oaks 
Life Care Center, 10015 W. R l 
Oaks Road, Sun City. oya 

Retired dentist and "Q ·1 . M B d" ua1 in y 
. e author Dr. Burley T. Packwood 
is the guest speaker. 

Historical soci e ty membe rs and 
t~eir guests are invited. The cost is 
~ per person. Checks payable to the 

CAHS should reach society head
quarters, 10801 Oakmont Drive Sun 
City, 85351, by Nov. ll. ' 

For information , call 974-2568. 

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Saturday, Oct. 29, 1994 

Steve Che rnek/ Doily N~·s-Sun 

On hand for the annual membership meeting of the Sun Cities Area Historical Society are, from left,: Julia 
and Frank Manspeaker and Les and Reba Merydith . The event was Wednesday at Royal Oaks in Sun City'. 

JI 



SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT- JANUARY 18-24, 1995 

HistoriCal Society preserves signs of the times 
By JAY STATLAND 
Sun Cities Independent 

·-~ 

T he Sun Cities Area Historical 
.. Society has been collecting 

and conserving historical informa
tion on both Sun City and Sun City 
West since 1978. 

The society, located at 10801 
Oakmont Ave., Sun City, has been 
collecting everything within the 
realm of possibility related to the 
Sun Cities including old pho
tographs, newspaper articles, maps 
and any other items of historical 
significance. 

Jane Freeman · and Glenn . 
Sanberg, authors of the book 
"Jubilee: The 25th Anniversary of 
Sun City, Arizona," organized .the 
Historical Society prior to writing 
the book. Since its inception, the 
society has enjoyed growth. 

In 1989 'it purchased the first 
model home built in Sun City and 
converted it into what is now a 
museum . The society added the 
original Del Webb sales office to 

its building in 1991. 
Today, the former sales office 

houses photographs of the city's 
early history and the first sketches 
of model homes. The society has 
an interest in preserving present 
day items, too. 

"Today is tomorrow's history," 
says society archivist J_ane 
Freeman. 

The society not only operates the 
museum, but also saves newspaper 
clippings, photographs and other 
memorabilia inan archive for pub
lic viewing. 

The photographs are among . the 
most valuable items displayed. 

'They are valuable because there 
is usually only one of them," Ms. 
Freeman says. 

One such photograph depicts one 
of the first clubs in Sun City, the 
Agricult'iire Club . Some of its 
members were used in a national 
advertisement for Sun City. 

In the organization's file is a 

See ■ TIMES, Page 8 
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■ TIMES 
copy of what "I think is one of the 
first national articles," Ms . 
Freeman says, referring to a story 
that appeared in the November 
1959 issue of The Saturday 
Evening Post. 

The society's files store such 
information as the number of 
homes and the population from 
1960-1979, as well as information 
on I 960 residents' previous occu
pations. 

A new addition to the museum is 
the oral history file, which includes 
interviews with community leaders 
and long-time residents. 

'The oral history was done by an 
Arizona State University student 
working on her master's," Ms. 
Freeman says . "We hope she 
returns to help us with more oral 
histories." 

The museum walls are lined with 
postcards dating back to 1960, and 
old trophies from the Sun City 
Saints and other local _s porting 
teams. 

The Sun Cities Stadium, current
ly being torn down, was home to 
the Milwaukee Brewers, Sun City 

From Page 7 

Saints and other local teams. The 
stadium also hosted an annual 
Fourth of July fireworks display. 

In addition to gathering informa
tion about Sun City, the society is 
seeking information about Sun City 
West. Although Ms. Freeman and 

·other residents worked diligently to 
collect information oh Sun City, 
data on Sun City West is scarce. 

"One of the problems in archiv

ing all the material we have is a 

lack of volunteers," Ms. Freeman 

says. She has only one volunteer to 

assist her in organizing the 

archives. 

The society is in need of several 

things this year including addition

al volunteers to help keep the 

museum open longer hours. The 

museum is open Tuesday-Friday 

from 1 :30 to 3:30 p:m. 

The society also needs volunteers 

to update its files with local news

paper clippings and obituaries. 

For more information or to vol

unteer, call the society at 974-2568. 



JANUARY 18-24, 1995 - SUN CITIES INDEP 

Sun Citians make history- again 
By KATHLEEN WINSTEAD 
Sun Cities Independent 

Delbert E. Webb may have come 
up with the concept of an active 
retirement community, but James 
G. Boswell is credited with making 
possible the only work in existence 
today which provides a historical 
perspective of Sun City. 

Chapters in the book "Jubilee: 

,.mpe,:.,25_tll,Anniy._t'f~¥Y-:,Af, . .SN. 
. ~~~{o~it;; ;;~r:~ t~,t~on'!i'cf 

1985, focusing 611 'Mr. Webb and 
the company he founded as well as 
Sun City's early years including its 
amenities, the residents, civic orga
nizations, the arts, health care, vol
unteerism and other subjects . 

"Mr. Boswell was the first big 
interview we had," says Glenn 
Sanberg, who with Jane Freeman 
co-authored the book "Jubilee." 

Not only that, but Mr. Boswell 
helped the Sun Citie s Area 
Historical Society obtain its current 

■ Jane Freeman ■ Glenn Sanberg 

headquarters. 
"We went over and had a talk 

fri~j~~;F1¥'ii_~~: (fpm1er ?~~e~ -
ot) the News-Sun, and they gave us 
a room upstairs and I scrounged a 
card table and a couple of chairs 
and a filing cabinet and that was 
the beginning of the Historical 
Society," Mr. Sanberg says. 

Mr. Sanberg and Ms. Freeman 
realized they couldn't operate the 
society out of the newspaper office 
forever and when the pair discov
ered the first model home in Sun 
City was for sale , it was like an 
answer to a prayer. 

Although the home initially sold 

for about $8,500, the seller wanted 
$54,000 for the residence . 

"We finally got her down to 
(about) $44,000 (or) $45,000 , but 
we didn't have that kind of 
money," Mr. Sanberg explains . 

"Jim Boswell and hi s wife were 
coming to town so I invited him 
over to the Lakes Club. Jane 
Freeman and I had lunch with him 
and I was explaining thi s to him 
and the -need, to store all this mate
ri'a1··aod"ngl:;i i1t•the ·qudcile.-0f iliis: 

·: .,. i •• !'" •.· . 
explanation, 'Jim Boswell stopped 
me and sa·id, 'Stop right there . 
Why don't you let me do that (pa y 
for it).' He was certainly very help
ful" 

Ms . Freeman say s , " It was 
through the generosity of the James 
G. Boswell Foundation and the Del 
Webb Foundation and the De I 
Webb Corp. that we were abl e to 
purchase this model home. It was 
the first model home (ever) in Sun 

See ■ HISTORY, Page 8 



■ HISTORY 
City. It was the smallest and the 
least expensive" with two bed
rooms and only one bathroom. 

Mr. Boswell's assistance and 
cooperation certainly made life eas
ier for members of the Hi storical 
Society, but had it not been for Ms . 
Freeman, the society's archivist, the 
book may ne~er have been written . 

In the early 1980s, members of a 
group which met monthly to cri 
tique local newspapers and provide 
writers with story ideas began dis
cussing the lack of a central loca
tion for newcomers and vi s itors to 
find information on the community 

"We don't have a chamber of 
commerce, we don't have a city 
council, we don't have a mayor. I 
said, 'We're coming up on the 25th 
anniversary; we need a history,"' 
says Ms. Freeman. 

So in 1983, "Jane came to me 
(and) we decided that something 
had to be done about the recorded 
history," says Mr. Sanberg , who 

believes Ms. Freeman approached 

him to help with the history 
because he possessed well -devel
oped writing skills . At the time he 
was producing a regular column for 
the Arizona Repuh/ic. 

"We dec ided that the f1r s1 thin g 

we should do is form an organiza
tion - the Historical Society," Mr. 
Sanberg says . 

The new I y-formed Sun Ci ties 
Area Hi sto rical Society held its first 
meeting in the community room of 
what was then First Federal 
Savings and Loan in the La Ronde 
Centre in spring 1984. 

"We decided one of the prime 
projects had to be the compilation 
of the history," Mr. Sanberg 
explain s. 

"We compiled quite a lot of 
information. Then we decided this 
was a major project and I took a 
year off from writing the column; I 
decided to do some writing in 
Utah " where he and his wife trav
eled to each summer to escape the 
desen 's unrelenting heat. 

"So I started writing the history 
in Logan . Jane was doing the same 
thing down here. ,We went .ahead 
then and completed the writing 
(which took)' the bette~ part of a 

year. We had this little office in the 

newspaper (building) and we trans
ferred files from Jane's house. 

"The purpose wa sn ' t to make 
mone y (But) there was never any 
rcgrL·t · 

M , 1·1el'!nan ;1nd Mr. Sanbcr /c. 

are quick to point out that they did 
not labor alone. 

'There were a lot of people in the 
community who worked on it," Ms. 
Freeman explains "Del Webb 
(Corp .) was cleaning house and we 

got a lot of records and pho-. 
tographs." 

Looking back on the experience, 
Ms. Freeman says compiling the 
information and writing the book 
was more "fun" than work . 

"It was kind of intriguing. It 
(compiling the hi story) was like a 
jigsaw puzzle, fitting the pieces in 
place ." 

Not only did the duo have files 
full of information , but they also 
conducted interviews , listened to 
tapes and collected newspaper arti
cles as par1 of their research for the 

book . 
"We went back and we inter

viewed people like the first manag-
. er of the Safeway store over' here. 
People used to come over to the 

Safeway because it was like a 
social club," Mr. Sanberg notes . 

"We interviewed the first doctor, 
some of the merchants and people 
like Rev. (Walter) Witt who started 
Community Church," the ar e a 's 
first church, which is now known as 
United Church of Sun City. 

"It was fascinating," says Mr. 
Sanberg. 

The pair wrote the book not for 
profit but as a tribute to the commu
nity they love so much. In the pro
cess, their appreciation for the com
munity increased tenfold . 

While conducting research and 
writing the book, Mr. Sanber g 
observed "how people greeted new
comers and how cordial they were 
Somebody would move into the 
neighborhood and the first thing 
you know somebody brought a pan 
of biscuits over. At the first shop
ping center, they used to have cook 
outs." 

Ms. Freeman says if she had it. to 
ldo all over a"gain, she ' d make a few 

changes in the book. 
"Fools walk in where angels fear 

to tread," she comments, "but nei -

From Page 7 

ther one of us had ever done any 
thing like that before and I think we 
could have done a better job. There 
are some things we left out I· wi sh 
we could have included. We made 
some mistakes, some typographi cal 
errors." 

The book was published in 1984 , 
and because only 10,000 copi es 
were printed, only few are available 
for viewing at the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society and the Sun City 
Library. 

Mr. Sanberg believes "Jubilee," 

published under the au spices of the 
Historical Society, is "the only hi s
tory (of Sun City) that's been writ 
ten." 

Now that the community' s 35th 
anniversary has arrived, do Mr. 
Sanberg and Ms. Freeman have any 
plans to update the book? 

"Somet?,ody else can do it ,'' Ms. 
Freeman says. Mr. Sanberg echoes 
her sentirilentsl:iui' adniits '"an av:;fui 
lot has happened since it was writ
ten ." 



Hol'!le on the ranch Long before Del 
Webb nsked a fortune proving that older people 
could find happiness in a retirement 
community, others gambled fortunes 
developing the area. 

According to the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society, R.P. Davie, a businessman from 
Marinette, Wis., tried to make a go of ranching 
between the Agua Fria River and the New 
River long before Webb founded the Sun Cities. 

The Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. 
established a compound in the settlement of 
Marinette for its Southwest Cotton Co. and in 
1936 sold the Marinette Ranch (20,000 acres) to 
the J.O. Boswell Co. This was to become Sun 

,, City . 

. The Arizona Republic/ THE PHOENIX GAZETTE Wednesday, January 18, 199~ 

'Historical ~ociety Opens for Visitors 
The Sun Cities Area Historical 

Society is once again open for 
visitors. Hours will be Tuesday 
through Friday from 1:30-3:30 
p.m. The Society is located at 
10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City 
-the first model home built in 
1959 and opened Jan. 1, 1960. 

Persons interested in the early 
beginnings will find many items 

of interest such as pictures of 
Marinette (now Sun City), post 
card scenes from 1960 to the 
present, the first telephone direc
tory and many other items of 
interest. 

Residents m1d visitors are most 
welcome. Persons interested in 
volunteering as a host/hostess 
can c~I Phyllis Street: 584-0323. 

Page 86 THE WESTER Jan. 19-25, 1995 



ROOF utuiCAliON 

January 29, 1995 2 - 4 p.m. 

Dedication of gift from Questers State Organization as a 

Preservation and Restoration Grant to the Sun Cities Area 

Historical Society. This gift was a new roof for "Our Old 

House". Palo Verde Chapter led this drive for the grant. 

Dedication at 2:30 p.m. 

Welcome - SCAHS President Jim Hawks 

Introduction of Questers: 

Linda Starr, State President 

Donna Collins - Chairman of Preservation 

& Restoration 

First Steps to SCAHS - Jane Freeman, Archives Chairma 

History of "Our Old House" - Wally Britton, Bldg. Ch. 

u~uiuA1ivN - Jim Hawks 

Hostesses (designated by name tags, with flower) will be glad 

to "show you the various rooms. 

Open House Committee: Jim Hawks, Phyllis Street, Julia Man-

speaker, Jane Freeman, Rae Mason, Al Foster 

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

10801 Oakmont Dr. 

Sun City, Az 85351 



Historical Society seeks TV, VCR 
One of the best kept secrets in Sun City is our Sun Cities 

Area Historical Society museum, which is housed in the first 
house built by Del E. Webb Development Co. in Sun City in 
1960. This house (museum) is at 10801 W. Oakmont Drive, right 
next door to Oakmont Recreation Center. 

Among the historical items stored at this museum is a library 
of video tapes dating back to 1960. However, the very small 
televison and videocasette recorder the society owns have been 
out of order for some time. The condition of the set is such that 
it is deemed not worth fixing and funds so limited that the 
board of directors will not authorize buying a new set. 

The hostesses would very much like to play the historical 
tapes for visitors during the hours they are on duty. If anyone 
out there in this big-hearted city has an extra VCR and TV set 
they could loan or donate, it would be very much appreciated. 
The society's telephone number is 974-2568. 

1/ls'-/95- ~ ~ 

History buffs take note 
The Sun Cities Area Histohc~l 

Society is opening. again for v1s1-
tors. 

Hours are 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday. . 

The Historical Society is housed 
at 10801 w. Oakmont D~iv~, ~un 
City. The house is Sun City s_ first 
model home, which was built in 
1959 and opened Jan. 1, 1960: 

Items of interest include p1~tures 
of Mar.inette, farm coi:nmumty on 
which Sun City was built, postcard 
$Cenes of the retirement commu
nity from 1960 to the prese nt and 
the community's first telephone 
directory. . . . . 

The Historical Society is lookmg 
for volunteer hosts and hostesses._ 

For information, call Phylhs 
Street, 584-0323. 

Albert Foster 
Sun City 

- -

A · Tuesday, Jan. 17, 1995 Daily News-Sun, Sun City, m _. _____ _____ _ 



. Rick D' Elia / Dailv News-Sun 

Phyllis Street, right, conducts a tour for Sun Citian Maybelle D'Arcy 
at the Sun Cities Area Historical Society on Oakmont Drive, Sun 

City. 

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Monday, Jan. 23, 1995 



Museum seeks 
local assistance 

One of the best kept secrets in 
Sun City is our Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society museum which is 
housed in the first house built by 
Del Webb in Sun City in 1960. 

This house (museum) is located 
at 10801 Oakmont Drive, next door 
to the Oakmont Recreation Cemter. 

The living room, kitchen , master 
bedroom and bathroom have been 
kept up as originally built. The part 
that was originally a patio has been 
enclosed and extended completely 
across the back of the house to 
accommodate a meeting room and 

office. 
One purpose for writing about 

our old house is to let our friends 
know that this delightful little 
museum is open to the public from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m . Tuesdays through 
Thursdays through May, or by 

appointment., 1 / ·/ _ ;Jv.Ar~ I 2. b y' .5 
........ ·.·.•.·,-.-.--·, ·-· -:-:- ·-:-:•:•:•:•:-:-:-:-:- :::::::::::::::::::::;::::::::::: :::: •>:-:-:-:,:,:- :.:-•-·.•.•,·.·.•.·.·.•.·.·.•.•.•-· ··· · · 

Group plans fund-raiser 
The Sun Cities Area Historical 

Society is having a garage sale Feb. 
11 to raise money for the society's 

museum. 
The sale is set for 8 a.m . to 1 p.m. 

at the museum, which was the site of 
Sun City's first model home , 10801 
Oakmont Drive. 

Clothing, jewelry , crafts, books 
line ns , games and tools will be 
among the items for sale. 

For information , call 933-6970, or 

977-5367 . 

Among the hi stori cal items stored 
at thi s museum is a library of video
tape s dating back tQ 1960 . The 
small TV and VCR the society 
owns, however, have been broken 
for some time. The condition of the 
set is such that it is deemed not 
worth fixing and funds are so limit
ed the board of directors will not 
authori ze buying a new on(!. 

The hostesses would very much 
like to play the historical tapes for 
visitors during the hours they are on 
duty. If anyone out there in this big
hearted city has an extra VCR and · 
TV set they could loan or donate, it 
would be very much apprecited. 

For more information, call 974-

2568. 
• Albert Foster 
H1 w ;i > Sun City· 

Garage ;ale aids museum 
The Sun CT . "T . . I ies Historical Society' 
n v1a and Trea " s 

is from 8 a.m to srres garage sal e 
the soci e ty's . p.m. Saturday at 

. museum 10801 0 
Dri ve , Sun City. ' akmont 

to Pr~~~:dsreof ~he sale will be used 
. pairs to th 

which is Sun City 's f t e museu m. 
For inforrn,:,hrrn "~~ Q~~del hom e. - ., Ra7n , 

Daily News-Sun, Sun City A . , nz. Friday, Feb . 10, 1995 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Garage sale to benefit historical society 
The Sun Cities Area Historical Society will hold its annual fund-raising 

oarage sale from s a.m. to 1 p.m. Feb. 11 at the society's museum and 

headquarters , 10801 Oakmont Ave., Sun City. 
The sale will feature such items as clothing, jewelry, crafts, books and 

tools. Proceeds from the sale will be used by the museum to purchase nec
essary equipment and supplies. Call 977-5367 or 933-6970. 

Gifts boost historical society 
The Sun Cities Area Historical Society is indebted to and 

wishes to thank all those members and others who contributed 
items for our trivia a nd treasure sal e. 

The things brought to our mus e um at 10801 W. Oakmont 
Drive were grabbed up by those citizens who participated in 
the beehive of activity at "Our Old House" ona recent Saturday 
morning. 

Because of the community 's ge nerosity, we were able to raise 
more than $600 to add to our austere budget, which will e nabl e 
us to continue to preserve and exhi bit the story of Sun City for 
all to see. 

The Society's museum is the show place for the first active 
retirement commuhity and the story of those pioneers whose 
drea m has become the mod e l for retirement living. 

James Hawks, president 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society 

Sat., Feb. 18 and Sun., Feb. 19, 1995 Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz . 



Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Tuesday, Fe b. 14, 1995 

Bargain hunters 

Steve Che rnek/ Doily News-Su n 

Ray and Joan Titus and their dog Nina, of Youngtown , search for 
bargains during the Sun Cities Area Histo rical Soc iety's fund-raising 
garage sale Saturday. 



SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

YOU ARE INVITED 

to our Spring Membership Meeting. Meet with friends 

and fellow members and hear an outstanding program. 

DATE: ' 

PLACE: 

TIME: 

SPEAKER: 

~~ y, Apr i 1 1 3, 1 9 9 5 

Sun City West Community Service 
Center, 14465 R. H. Johnson Blvd. 

1:30 pm. Refreshments and a very 
short meeting. 

I{ 
Mr. John Waldon, Manager of Public 

and Community Relations for 
the Del Webb Corporation. 

rt ,, 
~,:;,; 

~--~ ·--:.'' . \ 
\\ ,;::: -'~ 
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• .i .. , 

..• ~ 

{~ .W 
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Mr. Waldon will speak on Del Webb 
Corporation - Past - Present and Future· 

We are expecting a good turnout and hoping some of 

our Sun City and Sun City West Pioneers will be 

present. Please invite a non-member friend to 

come with you. 

Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
10801 Oakmont Dr. 

Sun City, AZ. 85351 



_Area Historian is Named Volunteer of the Month 
By Rulon Booth · 

James (Jim) Hawks, president 
of the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society, was named August Vol
unteer of the Month for his over 
seven years of work by Ms. Di
ana Donnan of Holland America 
Line, Westours, Inc. Ceremonies 
were held at Loperchio's with 
Ms. Janet Henningsen, the Vol
unteer Bureau executive director 
in attendance. Hawks contribut~ 
about 30 hours a month to com
piling history of the Sun Cities · 
with photographs and memora
bilia going back to the early 
1960s. , 

When not doing the history of 

Diana Dorman of Holland Am~rlcan 
Line presents James Hawks his Vol
unteer of the Month plaque for out
standing service to the sun Cities 
Area Historical Society, 

Photo, Rulon Booth 

Sept. 21-27, 1995. THE WESTER Page 3 

the Sun Cities, he is, a~ avid 
"roc.k hound" and follows hap
pen mgs at Luke AFB . Hawks 
an~ his wife, Kathleen, have four 
children and eight grandchildren 
to fiJI any other spare time. · 



THE WESTER Sept. 24 - Oct, 4, 1995 

Editor: 
Recently the Sun Cities Area Historical Society stated publicly that 

it had video tapes of historical material to show visitors who come to 
our museum but we had no equipment with which to show them. 

We are happy to report that we now have a new t~levision and YC~ 
in our museum, courtesy of Denny's TV and Appliance, and take tJ:iis 
opportunity to thank these public-spirited people for providing us with 
the use of this equipment. 

We also had offers from a few Sun City and Sun City W.es . .. t. res. iden~ 
who responded to our plea and we thank "thetn'for their,wil,1\~_gness ! 
help. . 1 · • • · • · ' 

Our museum, housed in the .first house built m Sun City at 10801 
Oakmont Drive, is open to the public 1 :30 to 3 :30 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Fridays. 

James W. Hawks, president 



'They say it adds 10 years to your life' 

Sun City lifestyle ;celebrates 35 years 
By Marla Dial 
The Associated Press 

In 1960, few people were sure the 
Sun City idea would work. 

Popular theory had it that retired 
people would never move away from 
their families and friends to live in a 
community exclusively for senior 
citizens. 

The memory brings a slight grin to 
Jane. Freeman's face. ---...i~ --.. ~1-,;;;-,~-~--.................. ,_ 

Sun City not only is celebrating its 
35th anniversary in January, it is the 
model for a growing number of 
retirement communities: 

F~eeman,_ a_ ;:._olu~eer at th_~ . Sun 
cities Area Historical Society and 
co'=ai'i'thor •·· ot a" boorwnHen for ·-·the' 
city's 25th anniversary, knows what 
makes the concept work. 

"People stay active out here," she 
said, fli pping through a directory that 
lists reams of recreation opportunities. 
"I think that's why we have a 
tendency to live longer." 

This Del Webb Corp. development 
about 10 miles west of Phoenix wasn't 
quite the · first of its sort, Freeman 
said. 

Elmer Johns, a builder from Lake
wood, Calif., developed nearby 
Youngtown in 1954, but the project 

RETIREMENT CITIES' PROFILES 
Facts about Sun Cities, with the 

year construction began on each: 
Sun City (1960) 
Population: 46,000. 
Homes: 26,000. 
Recreation centers: seven. 
Golf courses: ten 18-hole, one · 

9-hole. 
Sun City West (1978) 
Population: 24,000 
Homes: 13,436 
Recreation centers: four . 
Golf courses: eight 18-hole. 
Sun City Tucson (1987) 
Population: 3,526 
Homes: 1,793 

. Recreation centers: two. 
Golf courses: one 18-hole. 
Sun City Las Vegas (1988) · 
Population: 8,000 
Homes: 4,372 
Recreation centers: three. 
Golf courses: two 18-hole. 
Sun City Palm Springs, 

never really got off the ground. 
Freeman believes it is because the 
developers didn't pay enough atten
tion to recreation. 

"It didn't provide a lifestyle," 
agreed Phil Dion, Del Webb chairman . 

(1992) 
Population: 1,000 
Homes: 654 
Recreation centers: one, one 

planned. 
Golf courses: one 18-hole golf 

course, one planned. 
Sun City Roseville, Calif_ 

(1994) 
Population: projected 6,000 
Homes: projected 3,500 
Recreation centers: one 

planned. 
Golf courses: one planned. 
Sun City Hilton Head, S.C. 

(1994) 
Population: projected 15,000 
Homes: projected 8,000 
Recreation centers: one "re-

creation campus" planned. 
Golf courses: three 18-hole golf 

courses planned. 
Source: Del Webb Corp. 

and chief executive officer. 
Dion said Webb and his colleagues 

improved on the idea by building golf 
courses and shopping centers to 
attract residents before the first homes 
were sold. 

"Del Webb did a marvelous job 
when he planned this out," said Ann 
Rose Hering, who moved to Sun City 
three years ago from Illinois. "He was 
way ahead of his time." 

Sun City's wide streets, lined with 
orange trees, bear witness to that 
planning. It is difficult to find a . thing 
out of place on either the immaculate, 
curving thoroughfares or the all
weather, low-maintenance yards filled 
with rocks, saguaros and palm trees. 

Ever_ythin~ here · is tailored for 
convemence. · 

"It's utopia," said Hering, who 
stopped to chat with friends at the 
Sundial Recreation Center before 
heading to a water-aerobics class. 
"There's not one thing that has been 
left out." 

At Sundial, one of seven multimil 
lion-dollar recreation centers, resi
dents can participate in everything 
from swimming and weight training to 
sewing, ceram ics or art classes. The 
building also houses a mineral mu
seum, photo lab and shuffieboard 
facilities. 

"You can do as little as you want 

- See SUN r.11v no~~ 0 " 



~un L1ty ·utopia' celebrates 35 th anniversary 
,- SUN CITY, from page Bl 

to, you can do as much as you want 
to," said Louise Meyer, who moved to 
Sun City in 1971. 

"That's the life here. It keeps us 
moving, keeps us young." 

Del Webb officials say they market 
a lifestyle as well as homes. The idea 
is increasing in popularity but proved 
intriguing even in 1960, when more 
than 100,000 people visited Sun City 
within three days of its opening. 

''It was a massive traffic jam. Mr. 
Webb couldn't even get th ere for th e 
grand opening," Dion said. 

The corporation sold 1,050 homes 
th at year at prices around $8,500. A 
simple, 660-square-foot home of pink 
cinder block on Oakmont Drive was 
the first to be occupied . It now houses 
the historical-society facilities. 

Today, Sun City has about 45,000 
residents, and 25,000 live in Sun City 
West, whi ch opened in 1978. Begin
ning prices for typical ranch-style 
homes are about $100,000. 

Since 1987, Del Webb Corp. has 
opened additional Sun Cities in 
Tucson; Las Vegas; Palm Springs and 
Rosevi ll e, Calif. ; and Hilton Head, 
S.C. The company has plans to break 
ground in Georgetown, Texas, by 

T.J. Sokol / The Associated Press 

Golf carts - like the one Jim Gramlich is driving - remain the vehicle of 
choice of many residents in Sun City. The retiree mecca turns 35 this month. 

mid-1995. 
T he " active adult' ' communities are 

proving to be lucrative business. Del 
Webb's profit for the year that ended 
June 30 was $17 million on revenue of 
$510 million. Corporate officials say 

80 percent of th e money came from 
Sun City operations. 

The aging of the popul ation trig
gered industry growth in th e 1980s. 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
31.8 million Americans were 65 or 

older in 1991 , and the number will 
grow to 56.6 million by 2010. 

Officials also say Americans are 
retiring sooner, living longer and 
acquiring more wealth. 

Del Webb capitalizes on such 
demographics to market the Sun 
cities, which are off-limits to residents 
younger than 18. At least one 
household member must be 55 or 
older to purchase a home. 

Children may stay with residents 
for a maximum of one or two years, 
Freeman said , and then only after the 
guardians obtain lega l approval. 

"On one hand, I thin!< it's kind of 
cruel," she said, "but if you open it 
up, it's no longer a retiremen t 
community." 

Yet Hering said the community 
does not lack the sound of children's 
voices, particularly during holiday 
periods. 

Man y residents say they are too 
occu pied to miss the cross section of 
society they left behind in such places 
as Minnesota, Wisconsin and Illinois. 

'Tm rac ing into the sunset , bu t 
when the end comes, I \von't even 
know it, beca use I'm keeping so 
busy," said Fern Overlook, a Sun City 
resident since 1986. "They say it adds 
IO years to your life." 
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Steve Chernck/Do ily News -Sun 

Grace Nix, a volunteer at the Sun Cities Historical Society, examines photos in the room that was the Del 
Webb Company 's original sales office, o1 th e soc iety' s headquarters in the first Sun City model home, 
l 080 l W. Oakmont Drive. 
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Steve Chernok/Doily News-Sun 

Grace Nix, a volunteer at the Sun Citi es Historical Society, examines photos in the room that was the Del 
Webb Company 's original sa les office, o f 1he soc iety's headquariers in the first Sun City model home, 
10801 W . Oakmont Drive . 
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1st SC home becomes 
community museum 
By MICHAEi:. P. HEGARTY 
and IAN MITCHELL 
Staff writers 

SUN CITY - The first home 
built in this retirement community 
now houses the history of the na
tion's first and largest active re
tirement community. 

The two-bedroom cream-colored 
masonry home at 10801 Oakmont 
Drive serves as the museum for the 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society. 

From 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. every 
Tuesday through Friday, visitors 
are encouraged to take a nostalgic 
tour through Sun City's first home, 
with its original pink-tiled kitchen 
and bathroom and period decor. 

· "The purpose of the house is like 
stepping back in time," said James 
Hawks, president of the historical 
society. "We can't show the home 
that was originally presented, if it 
isn't a home. 

"We make · available the house 
that was shown to people who came 
on Jan. 1, 1960." 

During the grand opening holiday 
weekend, more than 100,000 people 
drove the six miles from Peoria 
through the cotton fields to the site. 
The home, one of five models built 

for the opening, sold for $8,500. Air 
conditioning was an extra $600 for 
the 697-square-foot home that in
cludes a carport and outside stor
age area. "I wish I would have 
bought a dozen of them," Hawks 
joked. 

In 1989, the historical society 
paid $41,500 for the home, and "we 
got a little bit of help from the 
owner," Hawks said. The historical 
society is funded entirely by dona
tions and dues from its 200 mem
bers. 

Each year, about 500 visitors 
walk through the home, looking at 
the historical photographs and 
maps on the walls displaying the 
growth of Sun City, a literary his
tory of the area and an obituary 
and newspaper clip file that is up
dated daily. 

The house also stores and dis
plays Sun City West historical ar
tifacts, Hawks said. The society is 
continuously accepting donated 
items, he added. 

"Anybody can throw it away, so 
why don't you give us a chance?" 
Hawks urged. "We take just about 
anything that is related to the real 
estate where Sun City is now lo
cated." 

Hawks said the society can only 

take items that can be filed, not 
objects. "We have boxes and files 
and drawers full of materials," he 
said. 

The wealth of information at
tracts attention. 

"It's not like a McDonald's, but 
we get lots of inquiries," from stu
dents doing research on retirement 
communities and local groups who 
want to learn about their history, 
Hawks said. , 

The society takes its show on the 
road to educate more people about 
Sun Cities history. 

"If people don't come in, we'll go 
to them," Hawks said. 

Society members are available to 
speak to local clubs and organiza
tions, he said. The presentations 
can be tailored · to the interest of 
the audience and •focus on a par
ticular aspect of the area's past, 
such as athletic, business or resi
dential history. 

Hawks said the society is seeking 
more volunteers to staff the house 
and people willing to se.rve. on its 
15-member board of directors. 

It's difficult to find volunteers, he 
said. "People are very busy out 
there." 

For information on the house or 
the historical society, call Hawks at 
933-2979. 

5 Et. c, r po~) \ T~ v 0... ""'\ ~ 
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Vantage 
point 

Michael P. Hegarty 

Dane gains 
insight from 
Sun Cities 

Ste pping into the Sun Cities 
was like walking through a time 
machme for Max Peterson 

·:n •s the American tradition of 
buildmg communities," said the 
Danish socio-anthropologist who 
:pe~t three weeks studying the 
i et11 ement communities through 
a grant by the Danish university 
fo r a non-profit report. 

" It's an effort to create a 
Utopia without the conflicts of 
th e nasty points of society." 

Sure, there is squabbling 
a mong Sun City and Sun City 
West r esidents , and crime has 
cr e pt. into the retirement com
munities , but, Peterson noted 
the Sun Cities are fr;ee of most of 
the . dangers that lurk outside 
t h e l r . w a l I s a mo n g i n t e r
gene rahona l areas. 

The Sun Cities reminded 
Peterson of a subdivision from 
the 1950s, which is logical since 
most of its residents grew up in 
that comparatively carefree, in
nocent era. 

Unfortunately, it's a time that 
has been replaced by violence 
and economic uncertainty 

"We live in a dynamic, un
fn endly time, " Peterson said 
" It's logi cal for them to com~ 
toge the r. The people agree on a 
lot of th ings. They grew up in the 
sa me time and have the same 
pomts of vi e w and experiences." 

--
Even though P eterson is just 

in his 30s, he felt at home in the 
relirement communiti e s. 

"The Sun Citi es functions like 
a small Scandinavia," he said. "I 
like that. That's the very good 
part about it. " · 

He found many positives about 
the retirement communities to 
include in his report as Den
mark is beginning to focus its 
attention on its aging population. 

The elderly in Denmark either 
live at home with their family or 
in a nursing home. It doesn't 
have any retirement commu
nities although all of its resi
dents ' are guaranteed servi'ces , 
such as nursing home care, re
gardless of their income. 

"In Denmark, there's a notion 
the senior communities have to 
be very small ," said Peterson, 
who discovered through the Sun 

' Cities that "big is beautiful, too. 
There's lots of advantages to 
having a big community." 

Peterson observed a vitality to 
the Sun Cities that he contrib

, utes to its size. 
"It's a more dynamic society 

' where people try to do more," he 
said. "They press themselves. 
They do things they might not 
have done before and it's possi
ble because it's a big commu-
nity." 

A large community offers 
people a wid e array of options 
for leisure and activities. ' 

1- "This is a big place where you 
;_. can find a club or organization 
t: that appeals to you," said Pete
~- rson, noting the opportunities 
•· that were missing from the 
~' smaller places he visited in 
~· Napa, Calif., before coming to 
,: Arizona. 

The Sun Cities also offers an 
' unlimited number of volunteer 

opportuµities, which really im
pressed Peterson. 

"It's completely un-Danish," 
he said. "I find it very sympa
thetic that the community comes 
together." 

Tuesday, Nov. 14, 1995 A3 

d The cohesiveness 
ents wa s anoth of th e resi-

covered e r asset he d' · IS -

. "Since it 's on] ~ 
whole com _Y or seniors th munity · , e 
serve the is geared t 
P needs of . o 

eterson, who ho seniors," sa id 
. the area in th pes to return to 
. . o~, h~s researc~. spnng to expand 

Its a good 
cities. The concept for senior 
tremeJy ha P~ople seem ex 

Staff w~PY hvrng here." -
col . ter Mike H umn JS PUblishe egarty's 
the Community d Tu esdays on 
reached at 876-2~;:.e. H e may be 



SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 

To the Fall Membership Luncheon and Meeting -

DATE: 

PLACE: 

TIME: 

PRICE: 

SPEAKER: 

Wednesday,November 15, 1995 

Royal Oaks (Garden Room) 
10015 W. Royal Oaks Dr., s.c. 
(off 99th Ave., close to Grand) 

12 Noon, Luncheon - followed by a 
brief business meeting. 

$9.00 per person 

Dr. Wally Steffan, new Director of the 
Sun Cities Art Museum. 

Please plan to come and enjoy fellowship with friends 
and fellow members and hear Dr. Steffan tell about · 
the history of the Art Museum ,.in relationship to the 
history of the Sun Cities~ P~ease feel free to bring 
a guest. 

Your reservation is your check for $9.00 per person, 
made payable to SCAHS and sent to 10801 Oakmont Dr., 
Sun City, AZ., 85351 by November 10, 1995. 

SEE YOU THERE! 



"Our Old House" 
,T) o you know why the 
"L/ newest Recreation Center 

in Sun City is named 
Marinette? Or why Sun City West 
was once known as Lizard Acres? 

You can find the answers to these 
and other questions by visiting 
"Our Old House," the museum and 
headquarters of the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont 
Avenue in Sun City, any afternoon 
Tuesdays through Saturdays, 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m., from October through 
May. 

The Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society was founded in 1985, the 
year Sun City celebrated its 25th 
Anniversary. It is a non-profit cor
poration, supported solely by 
membership dues and contribu
tions, whose purpose is to collect 
and preserve the historical data of 
the Sun Cities area. 
"Our Old House" is the first model 
home built in the Sun Cities area. It 
was a two-bedroom, one-bath 
model,with an attached carport 
and utility room, that sold in 1950 
for $8,500. An extra bedroom and 
Arizona room were added later. 
The first occupants of the house 
were John G. and Chloe McDonald. 

In the first 
newsletter, The 
Webb Spinner, 
the tone for the 
community 
was set by this 
quotation: 
"Concrete, 
steel and lum
ber can make 

26 

the buildings, but people make the 
community. Together we can real
ize a way of life unprecedented in 
America." It was signed "Del E. 
Webb, President." 

Through the generous support of 
the J. G. Boswell Foundation, the 
Webb Corporation, and individual 
members of the Society, the SCHAS 
acquired the house and added the 
original sales office of the Del E. 
Webb Development Company to 

. the building. 

The Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society's headquarters and muse
um was opened to the public with 
an open house and ribbon cutting 
on January 15, 1990. Here can be 
found memorabilia that portray 
important events in the community 
during the past 14 years and the 
people who made them happen. 

The Society welcomes new mem
bers and offers volunteers an 
opportunity to participate in a vari
ety of activities. For further infor
mation, phone (602) 974-2568. 
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TRIVIA AND 
TREASURES 

SALE 
at 

I 

OUR OLD HOUSE 
10801 OAKMONT DR 

SUN CITY 

Feb 17 8:00 am - 1:00 PM 

Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society 
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~ g; 'Handweavets'mark I ,, 
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J: • silv,er -anriivers-~ty,:;' t~-
i . TheSun City H~dwea~ers 'and \ 
I ~pi~~~-s Guild ~elebrates .its _ 25th · 
~ annive.rsary ·next ' w~ek wi'th. -four ·· 
z _.d~ys_ C?f..demonstrationi{ arict'dis-' ", 
Q pla~s a~ the Su~}Siii~s· llist?gcal' ,. ·-
g . ,soc1ety _ mu§eU~. ·} 9.~ lQ ,Oalanont .: . 
CJJ ~ Road, ,Suri City. } _,r , , ;" : ' :·· .. 
~ Activities are scheduled 1 :30-4 -
~ - ~.m. Nov. 7-10. Demonstrations 
~ - ~nclude wovenlace'_Nov. 7 , , 
~ -- tapeStry on N9v. ~; spinning on . 
z . Nov. 9; specialty weaving on Nov. i 10. . __ · . . 

;a! ' ' Displays \delude a v;,iety, of 
C'l - ~and-woven or hand-spun cioth- .-
t'l - h c::, - . mg, ousehold it/mis and'. memora-
(;l - - _bilia. 

IF YOU GO 
Ar,iz~na Historical 
Society Museum 
grand opening · 
_WHEN: 10 a.m. to 4 pm Sat 
urday. · · -

WHERE: 1300 N. College 
Ave., Tempe. 
ADMISSION: Free. Call 

i h929-0292 for regular mus'eum 
ours. 

Fami}y Bi~~o~Y.-.;; ., " .. •. -
· ' t · .. " ,. . , .. ,'. ,., _j l .l • '·,., <. 

• Center opens in SC 
' ' . The new Peoria/Sun' City Family 
- History Center presents ' a class on 

"Scandinavian Basic ' Research/' 7 

p.m. Nov. s. 
The' · class, taught by E.J. 

Johnson, will be held at the Sun 
' Ci.ties HistoricalS~ciety,' 10801 
;'.O'akmorit · Drive; •'' Sun '·city. 
' Admission is free and reservations 

are not needed. · ' . 
· The center pr~vides computers, 

•- r~search books': mi'crofilm and 
- microfiche readers and genealogy 

re(,:ord~ 9n ,i i?a1 fro!Jl_ the LpS , 
Farpi~y _History Center.in_ ~alt L3ike :\ 
City, Utah. Call 974-2749.~t• J ,( -· 
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YOUR SUN CITY AREAS HISTORICAL SOCIEfY 

This Society is organized as a non-profit corporation exclusively 
for civic and educational purposes. Its task is to' collect and 
preservethe historical data of the Sun Cities area. Much ofthis 
information has already been collected but much remains to be 
located and preserved. The Sun Cities are now considered one 
of the most important gerontological laboratories in the world. 
Preservation of this vast storehouse of information is of 
monumental importance. The Society was incorporated in 1986 
. The "Old House" was purchased in May of 1989 and the 
Society moved in in June of 1990. 

Rae Mason 

The Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Committee 

Dorothy Gordon, Pat Hibbard, Hazel Hildebrand, 
Donna Lightley, Ann Szumowski, Joanne Wasielewski 

Fashion Show Coordinator: Ginny Beck 

PINNERS GUil..,D 

DEMONSTRATIONS 
DISPLAYS 

November 7th - lOtli 1995 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society's 

"Old House" 

CELEBRATION LUNCHEON 

November 14,1995 - 11:30 am. 
. Sun City Country Club 
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WELCOME 

Sun City Handweavers and Spinners would like to thank 
you for coming to the anniversary of our guild. It has 
been 25 years since we received a charter from the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City. During this time our 
membership has grown. The roster of these many years 
reads like a who's who in weaving in Sun City. Some 
of our members brought a wealth of weaving and 
spinning knowledge withthem when they moved to Sun 
City . Other members were able to learn this craft 
from our own members. Over the years we have been 
host to experienced weavers from all over the country 
who come to teach us their special knowledge of this 
art of weaving and /or spinning. 

We all thank you for coming to this celebration. 

Amanda Mitchell 
President 

TUE.SDA Y: NOVEMBF.R 7TH 

LACE DEMONSTRATIONS 
HELEN IRWIN - KNIT LACE 
LOUISE LOVETT - LA<;E WOVEN ON AN FlGJ-IT HARNESS 
LOOM. 

WEDNF.SDA Y: NOVFMBF.R 8TH 

TAPESTRY DEMONSTRATIONS 
MARGARET BENDER - PRACTICAL PROJECTS ON A 
TABLE LOOM. 
JOANNE MCCAULEY - NAVAJO WEAVING 

THURSDAY : NOVEMBER 9TH 

SPINNING "OUR OWN SHEEP TO SHAWL" 

FRIDAY: NOVEMBF.R HYfH 

SMALL LOOM DEMONSTRATIONS 
CATHERINE GRifRN - INKLE LOOM 
GINNY HAMBEL - FRAME LOOM 

DISPLAYS: 
HANDWOVEN AND HANDSPUN ITEMS MADE BY GUILD 
MEMBF.RS FROM 1970-1995. 

EXHIBITS: 

lflSTORY, PRESIDENTS' COMMENTS AND TEAOIERS 
THROUGH THE YEARS. 





Community fund aids museum 
The Sun ' Cities Area Historical Society publicly thanks the 

Sun City Community fund for its generous donation. To all Sun 
Citians who support the community fund, your gift will he lp the 
society in collecting, organizing, preserving and displaying 
materials about how Sun City got started and what has made it 
the fine~t retirement community in the country. 

We believe that all Sun Citians are blessed to have been a 
part of this movement, and that it is worthwhile to tell ,others 
about it. Your donation helps us do that. 

Mementos of the Sun City story are on display in our little 
museum, the first house built in Sun City_ in 1960, at 10801 W . 

. Oakmont Drive. It is open to the public Tuesdays through 
Fridays, 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

James W. Hawks 
President 

Sun Cities Area Historical Society 

Dally News-Sun, sun City, Ariz. Sat., Oct. 14 and Sun., Oct. 15, 1995 

I oeseav1Ns ·ai eR111sE · · 11:1:1111::1:1111:111111■~1::111:11:::1:::::11:::1::11:::11:1:1:~~:1111111111111111111:111:1111:1iillliillilililllliliilllilliiiillllillilliiii!ill::1 1 

Local bus,ness lends Historical Socjety a h.and 
Recently. the Sun Cities Area Historical Society stat- We also had offers from a few Sun City and Sun .City 

ed publicly that it had videotapes of historical material West residents who responded to our plea and we thank 
,d to show visitors who.come to our museum,., but we hq~ ... them for their ~iUi~J~n~_ss to help. _ , .. · . 1 -~, . 

. , ,;. no~(;q1,1ipmeuLwitb..:whic.b,;lo~~bo¼:'.;tj;l~JJ1. ,;,. > .. :~,--;· -our mi.Jseum;:,)16us~d in the first h9'1,$e q1.,1ilt in .sun 
'I!<· ,»,:'e~are happy Jo repori@l~twe .:ot~ have a new tele--::.: City at 1080-1-W.-·Oakmont Drive, _is open fo the public 

visioff and VC~.' in our muSel1Ill,:·tourtesy of Denny's 1:30-3:30 p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays. . 
TV & Appliance, and take this opportunity to thank . James W. Hawks, president 
these public-spirited people for providing us with the Sun Cities Area Hi~torical Sodety 
use of this equipment. 



SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 

To the Fall Membership Luncheon and Meeting -

DATE: 

PLACE: 

TIME: 

PRICE: 

SPEAKER: 

Wednesday,November 15, 1995 

Royal Oaks (Garden Room) 
10015 W. Royal Oaks Dr., S.C. 
(off 99th Ave., close to Grand) 

12 Noon, Luncheon - followed by a 
brief business meeting. 

$9.00 per person 

Dr. Wally Steffan, new Director of the 
Sun Cities Art Museum. 

Please plan to come and enjoy fellowship with friends 
and fellow members and hear Dr. Steffan tell about 
the history of the Art Museum in relationship to the 
history of the Sun Cities. Please feel free to bring 
a guest. 

Your reservation is your check for $9.00 per person, 
made payable to SCAHS and sent to 10801 Oakmont Dr., 
Sun City, AZ., 85351 by November 10, 1995. 

SEE YOU THERE! 
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3 Speaki!1g for :the Sun'·Cities,•Arya , 

Historical Society, I wapt,, to;:;t~a.J!.k , 
1 ciu'i ·~e~bers and friends who con
{ _ tributed'iterfs:· for our yard sale Feb~ ' 
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•,1 iwere•displayed·and '. in•servi~g'th?se 
;rn:Whocame,to;buy.,,d :-,, ·_ .. :.)·.:.--:··, ,· 
,:'l°ii\Our hn'useum; -housed in the' ~rst, 
n9-hou'~ef'Del Webb .built in Sun C\tY, 
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Historical society to celebrate 
lOth_-anniversary April 17 
By CINDY TRACY 1 /I()/'! &J ber with them to the group's annual 
Independent Newspapers spring membership meeting taking 

As of Jan. 1, 1960, the popula
tion of the new community of Sun 
City, Ariz., was zero. 

By Jan. 1, 1963, the population 
had jumped to 7,000, with 90 clubs 
and organizations and residents 
hailing from all 50 states . 

These and other fascinating facts 
about Sun City's colorful past are 
the stock in trade of the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society. 

Now what is called the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Society has a 
history of its own to celebrate. The 
society has reached its 10th 
anniversary and members are invit
ed to come and bring a non-mem-

place at I :30 p.m. April 17 at the 
Sun City West Community Service 
Center, 14465 R.H. Johnson Blvd. 

Featured at this special meeting 
will be Abe Harris of Buckeye. A 
worker in the area during the 
1950s, Mr. Harris saw the area go 
from a ''tent town" for cotton pick
ers to the community knowri as Sun 
City. 

He will answer the question: 
"Was there life in Sun City before 
Webb?" 

The Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society is located at 10801 
Oakmont Drive, Sun City. Its 
phone number is 974-2568. It is . 
open by appointment. 



PLACE; 

TIME; 

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

A SPECIAL INVITATION 

PLEASE MARK 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 1996 

ON YOUR CALENDAR 

FOR A VERY SPECIAL MEETING 

OUR ANNUAL SPRING MEMBERSHIP MEETING . 

Sun City West Community Service 
Center 

14465 R. H. Johnson Blvd. 

1:30 p.m. Refreshments and a short 
Business meeting 

SPEAKER: 
Mr. Abe Harris from Buckeye. Mr Harris worked 

in the area in the '50's and saw the area trans
formed from a cotton picking "tent town' - to 
Sun City. His title "Was There Life in Sun City 
Before Webbu? 

Meet with friends and fellow members and hear an outstanding 

program. We are expecting a good turnout and hoping some of 

our Sun City and Sun City West Pioneers will be pr~sent. Please 

invite a non-member friend to come with you. 

Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
10801 Oakmont Dr. 

Sun City, AZ. 85351 

SCAHS is celebrating its 10th anniversary this year. 



Living 
history 
County planner 
spins tales about 
Sun Cities' roots 
By BRUCE ELLISON 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY WEST - As a 
teen-ager, Abe Harris· of 
Buckeye used to cut cotton . 
near Marinette - which is 
now called Sun City. 

As a young man, he deliv
ered hay to Lizard Acres for 
the 35,000 head of cattle be
ing fed there. 

Lizard Acres .is now called 
Sun City West. 

"And, yes," Harris, 59, as
sured members of the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Society 
on Wednesday afternoon, 
"there was life in the area 
before Del Webb." 

It was Webb who came up 
with the idea of a huge re
tirement community, mar
keted on a grand scale, and 
who converted thousands of 
acres of cotton fields and 

1 grazing lands into the 70,000-
resident Sun Cities over the 
last 36 years. 

But Harris and his · family, 
Texas migrant workers, were 
on the land long before 
Webb, he said. 

"I can assure you that life 
, before ·Webb was completely 

difTerent from the lifestyle 
you now enjoy," he said. . 

Harris, who is a member of 
the Maricopa County Plan
ning and · Zoning Commission, 
said his family moved to Ari
zona in 1944 "because there 
was· cotton all over the place, 
and we folks from Texas, 
Louisiana and · Arkansas 
knew how to pick cotton." 

The area had not yet at
tracted -Hispanics, who now 

. . , • • . . . . , Steve Chernek/Dcii)y News- Su 

f.4a~ga~et Grotemeyer of S0n City West ·share1s a' laugh ·witli Ab~ Harris of B~~k~~;e· afte 
his sp~ech to the: Sun ,: Cities Area Historical Society Wednesday. Harris once worked i 
the Northw~s~_Valley ~,efor~ 'the Sun Cities were developed: ·. 

, , , ,/ 

make up a large part of the mac.hines back then;.",:: · he those days." Instead, thE 
farm workers;/ 1w·. said.:, Jn- said. ' "We were the \ ,,ma- were sent to Allentown, 
stead, buses ,-;,,.w,ere . ~ent: ~o chines.'; ·· ·. · .. · !.;ii··· . · small black housing proje, 
black corrirriutii.ties ·. back in ·. After moving back and . developed just for them i 
the cotton beft, to b'ring back'; 'forth for two . years, , his ·par~ , the Salt River bed that eve1 
workers. "They provided , the erlts ,decide~ to stay in · Ari: • tually was destroyed t 
transport and the housing," zona, :Harris . said, and found flooding. 
he said - with cotton picking housing near Buckeye. Not in · Housing for such migran 
starting in July. it, "because black people still exists in parts -of U 
, "There were no automatic couldn't live in Buckeye in ► See Society glimpses, A 
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history 
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area south of .Grand Avenue: 
down . to. ;Gjla Bend; ' Harris ' 
said, though it is no longer 
used . 
,· "We 'all , lived in what you 
called labor camps,"i he said. 
One can . be_ seen . two miles 
south of Interstate 10 on Palo 
Verde Road, at the south end 
of the Sun Valley Parkway. 

Housing was · an adobe 
shack, '.'four walls and a bare 
bulb, with ' everything else 
(such as water and , toilets) 
outside." 

·"We .had a rough time in the 
fields, mostly becau~e of ·the 

' rattlesnak.es . .: Some days, you 
could kill 20i Every picker had 
a: sha:tp knife';' fo ' use to cut the 
puncture ' wound and suck . out 
the P<>ison,'1 •he •. said - some
thing · doctor~ no longer rec
ommend. 

Eventually, his father 
bought a •·truck, and · began 
hauling <supP,Hes , . from the 
Buckeye are~ :'.'to wha(,Js now 
the _ Su~ pfiiJ,s'. His s6~, Ab~)i · 
soori•: ,was driv'i:ng . tn.icks ·. aftei"r .· 
sch·ool aQc;i ":r on. weekends, 
bringing in ca'.sh income: . 

"Working· up into Marinette 
and Lizard Acres, I tell you I 
never had a dream that it 
would be anything other than 
what it was then, co.tton and 
cattle. 

Answering a question, he 
said most field workers 
thought of Youngtown - es
tablished for retirees · in 1954, 
six years ahead of Webb - as 
"just another small town by 
the tracks. 

"We .didn't understand what 
it was. It wasn't promoted like 
Webb's was. You were always 
hearing something about Sun 
C_ity." 

The · field • ·workers did see 
Webb as a possible additional 
source of income, though, 
Harris said. · · 

"\Vh'eri I found. out he was 
completing 11 homes · a day, I 
just couldn't beli~ve it." 

Laf~t; '°, ~nswering . q~estion~; 
Hartis . said -'. tJ:ia\ pay, : for the 
cottonfield work in th~ 1950s 
was . about $4 a day - "that 
was 40 cents an hour for 10 
hours." 

He said he and other mig
rant children in Arizona at
tended school because that 
was the Jaw. ' But they' also 
worked, he said. 

•.I • •, , 

"When I was growing up, it . 
was straight to the fields from 
school, < and : · straight • to the 
fields on Saturday. You had to 
help pay your way." 

These i days, Harris. said, [ 
kids may get in troubl_e be
cause they .have no c~ncept of 
the idea. 'of work, 'no' 'respect 
for . their . pare~ts, and little 
respect . for . education . . "We 
have lost the ~moral .values that _ 
make . a family," , he · said- to 
considerable applause. . ' I 



Lizards, rattlesnakes, cotton 
Buckey~· man explains life in SC before Webb 
By JOHN S. WOLFE 
Independent Newspapers 

If there was one place Abe Harris 
didn ' t want his tru~k to break 
down, it was "Lizard Acres ." 
. Located at the end of Dysart 
Road, it. was right in dese~t. 

" Yo~'d see lizflrds running all 
over the place;" he recalls. 

That. was the Sun Cities befol'e 
the Sun Cities, a rather bustling 
inixture of cotton fields, feed lots, 
cattle farms and migrant workers. 

It was Abe- Hanis' life from the 
tiine he was 6, the softspoken man 
with a preacher's presence told 
_members of the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society last Thursday 
afternoon. 

He came to Arizona from 
~rocketti Texas, with his family, 
one story among the thousands · of 
families brought here by truck to 
work ~otton fields and then 
returned home . · , 

By the early 1940s, his mother 
had tired of the trip, and told her 
family they were going to stay put. 
, They lived outside the city limits 
_of Buckeye, where minorities were 
forced to Jive, and worked. The 
workers thinning cotton in the 

:Valley were paid by the acre . For 
most a I 01hour day-brought $4, he 
_says. 

Mr. Harris, 59, recalls heading to 
:the fields after school and on 
Saturdays. 
, "That's what'we knew·how to do, 

· that's what we were expected to do, 
. and that's what we had 'to do," he · 

: says. 
He started hauling pay when he 

· was 12. 
When hi s stepfather w~s ·able to 

.bui1c1 ·a camp for lab'6r~rs, Mr. 
Harri s soon had the opportunity to 
haul maize out of what is now Sun 
City to area feed lot;. ·, · 

" I would do anything to stop 
chucking cotton ," he says with a 
smile. 

When Webb began building Sun ·city, "It was 
the most exciting thing I saw in my life,'? 
recalls Abe Harris. He was impressed ~ith 
how different teams w~nt from house to house 
pouring floors or doing framing or other tasks. 

Still, it was hard life, he says. 
"My upbringing instilled things . 

in me as a kid that I swore if .. I ever 
got grown, things that I wouldn't 
do," he says. "Like I wouldn''t 
move, and I woul_d build _me a 
house ." ·. ,· · 

He says he chuckles when he 
hears builders talk about their prob
lems ptitting golf courses in the 

• J 
·i 

desert. .; 
"Back then we had problems , 

too," · he says. "We were kil\ing 26 
rattlers a day at Gil a Bepd. 1:he 
problem was so bad \hat kids 
weren't allowed to go into the 

fields. " 
In the '50s you could have never 

dreamt that there wouldn't be any
thing other than what there had 

been here, he says. 
· When Webb began building Sun 
City, "It was the most ~xc;:iting 
thing I saw in iny life," he recalls. 

Mr: Harris knew a l_ot of the peo~ 
pie who worked on Webb's project 
and he was impressed with how dif~ 
ferent teams went from house to 
house pouring floors or doing fram

ing or other tasks . 
May 3, J 965 was the Jast day he 

worked in the fields. 
He joined a job training program 

that created opportunities for 
migrant workers. That led to posi 0 ' 

tions with the first health mainte
nance organization in Phoenix, the 
county's . Com·munity Action 
Program, and an energy company. 

He is now director of the employ
ment and 'training program for dis-. 
located workers on the west side of 
Maricopa County. He is also a 
member of the county ' s planning 

commission. 
Because Mr. Harris , a bi shop at 

Mount Zion Ho,!y Spiritual Church 
in Buckeye, has worked with young 
people for much of his life , he was 
asked why things seem so out of 
control today. 

"The people who represent exam
ples don't have any moral values," 
he says unapologetically. 

Parents should follow the Bible 
and teach their young to be obedi
ent and to be courteous to others. 

"I believe that has gone o"ut .the 
window," he says . "If there is no 
discipline in the home, children are 
going to take that same attitude to 
their job, to school, apd to the 
streets. 

"If we don't discipline these kids, 
they're going to start disciplining 
us," he says pointedly. 

He has a deep · appreciation for 
the people of the community. 

"Sun City ca~1e to our ~escue in 
the mid- I 960s," he says. "We used 
to have a daycare center in 
Avondale .and Sun City volunteers 
would come and help us out. " 

He hopes that tradition continues. 
"Many . people are looking to you 

to share your wisdom and exper-
ti se," he says. . · 

Bn1PBJDBNT 
■41:.JiJ!!tDiEMU11 
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Community News 
SC Museum changes 
hours for Summer 

The Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society announced last week that 
the hours of operation for its muse
um from June through August will 
be IO a.m. to noon Fridays and 
Saturdays. _; 

The group's president, James 
Hawks, pointed out that the muse

. um normally closes for the sum
mer, but that in recognition of its 
I 0th anniversary it would like to 
accommodate those who spend the 
summer here. · 

The museum is housed in the first 
house built in Sun City, at 1080 I 
W Oakmont Drive. 

Museum remains 
open for summer 

The Sun Cities Area Historical 

Society museum, 10801 ~
Oakmont Drive, Sun City, will 
be open from 10 a.m. to noon 
Fridays and Saturdays from 

June through August. 
The museum is housed in the 

community's first model home. 

Museum to Stay 
Open This Summer 

At their board of trustees meet
ing last week the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society voted to open 
its museum during the summer 
from 10 a,m.)o 121,1qon Fridays 
and Saturdays. James Hawks, 
President pointed out that the 
museum normally closes for the 
summer b~t ·in recognition of its 

· Tenth .. anniversary the Society 
would like to accommodate 
those who spend tQe summer in 
Sun City.,, 

The new schedule is for June 
througµ August. · 

The museum is housed in the 
first hews~ built in Sun City, lo
cated at 10801 West Oakmont 
Drive in Sun City. u.l.~ !.>J 13 
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Wl1at.-was the 1st club in-Sun City? 
; • I ' 

,, 

Do you have"'im; item for "People 
in the News."? . S,en.d it to.John 
Wolfe ai the Independent, 10327 
W. Coggins Drive, Sun City, Az. 
8535/ . Be sure to include a phont 
number. 

James Hawks, president of the 
Sun _Cities Area. Historical . Society, 
updated members on the progress 
of the group during their April 17 
meeting, which featured a .speech 
by Buckeye resident Abe Harris, 
who knew life in the area before 
Webb. 

Mr, Hawks noted that the group 
has J 17 members, representing 233 
people. (Some memberships are 
husband ~i:ici w,ife.)',: · 

For· those who enjoy trivia, he 
displayed a letter fro·m April 4, 
19.60 that lis.ted the· first recognized 
clubs of Sun City. The}'. were: · lap
idary, sewing , swimming pool, 
woodworking, jewelry and copper, 
lawn _bowling, ceramics, and shuf
fleboard. 

Oakmont was the only center in 
existence ·~nd a_ m~mbership cost. . 
'-$ I' per person per month. There 

' •. ' ; I 

were no rec center dues. 

7Historical Society 
I • 

: spotlights efforts 
In an effort to inform our citizen~ 

about " our old house," the Sun f:Cities Historical Society is institut
rng a new program featuring the 
many clubs that are busily at work 
in our communities. · · 

~ Clubs displaying some of their 
works are asked to work up a histo
ry of their club and activities. By 

· doing this while many of the origi
nal members are still with us, a his
tory of each club can be formulated 
for posterity and added to in future 
years as our community progresses 
in time. 

Though our residents have come 
from .a great number of places in .our 
wonderful country, a,s well as from 
overseas, we must · not . forget how 
we have assimilated with each other 
in our years of retirement; 

Leading us off this first mo11th is a 
beautiful display from the Sun .City 
Clay Club at Lakeview Recreation . 
Center. It was very difficult to 
choose from among the many beau
tiful pieces that are available_ from . 
these many fine artists -' Jllany of 

whom probably did riot know how 
artistic they were until they came to 
Sun City. 

"Our old house," the first home 
built in Sun City, is located at 
10801 Oakmont Drive and is open 
I :30-3:30 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday. Come down and see our dis
play. We always have a host to wel
come you. 

Art Williams, director 
Sun Cities Historical Society 

SUN CITIES MISSOURI CLUB 
-\ S: J 0 a.m. Jul y I, Juk e bo x C a r/ 

J BJ 25ff35 W. B e ll Road . " Breakfas; 
} u e t for the Summer. Survivors." 
1 Cost: $7 per person, or $7.50 if you 

~"'\) reque s t Eggbeaters. Re se rvati o n 
·{ ; deadli_ne June 27. Program is a pre 
" . ~ sentauon on t~- ~~rly history of thi s 
v : ~a QY the histori ca l soci ety. Call 
V, ,, 214-0758 or 2 I 4-672 7~ 



Soroptimists allocate $80,000 
Staff report 7 .-:- 1 - q ~ 

Jeannie Johnson/Daily News-Sun 

David Scott Saunders, executive director for the 
YMCA Urban Services Program , thanks the 
Valley of the Sun Chapter of Soroptimist Inter
national for a donation to send children to 
camp . 

Many organizations se rving chi ldren , f'c1mi l ies 
and the elderly rece·ived a fis ca l boost fro m th e 
Valley of the Sun Soroptimist Club . 

Members of Soroptimi st gathered at the group 's 
thrift store at 107th and Peoria avenues last wee k 
to donate almost $80 ,000 to seve r al local non
profit agencies. 

"Yo u are a ll being recogni zed today beca use of 
your respons e to th e nee ds of those around you." 
said Sheila Richardson , Soroptimist presi dent. 
"You respond to big ne e ds, littl e needs , bi g hurts , 
littl e hurts . You are he lping those around you. so 
our organization does the same." 

The money raised comes from two sources 
the thrift shop and the a luminum can recycling 
bins around the Sun Citi es and the Northwest 
Valley. And the Valley of the Sun chapter isn't the 
only Soroptimist group to improve th e li ves of 
others. 

There are more than 100,000 members wo rld 
wide. This year, as an internation a l project, Sor
optimist has given money to Laos to remove the 
land mines left in the fields after the war in 
Southeast Asia. 

"Soroptimist has given $200,000 to buy the 
equipment needed to remove th e landrn in es ," 
Richardson said. "The majority of the volu ntee r s 
doing the removal a r e the wi dows and mothers of 
those killed by land mines." 

Th e following are so me of the groups give n 
donations by the Valley of th e Sun Chapte r of 
Soroptimist Inte rnational: 
■ Canine Companions , an orga ni zat ion dedi

cated to training dogs to ass ist those people 
co nfined to whee lchairs. 
■ Faith House , a shelter for battered women 

and their children. 
■ Girls Ranch , a program devoted to he lping 

girls deal with e motion a l traumas and beh av iora l 
problems. 



to char.ities 
■ Glendale Family Development, a nonprofit 

,group that provides hot meals to school children. 
■ Hospice of Sun City, an all volunteer organi

zation that sends respite care into the homes of 
the terminally ill to give the full-time caregiver a 
break. 
■ Interfaith Serv,ices, centrally located between 

the Sun Cities, Interfaith offers a . host of pro
grams including day care for Alzheimer's pa
tients, food deliveries for the homebound, support 
group and much more. 
■ Peoria Transit, a group dedicated to solving 

the public transportation needs of Peoria fami
lies. 
■ Sun City Area Transit, run out of an office on 

99th Avenue, this group calls itself "The Wheels 
of Sun City" and takes its clients to the grocery 
store, doctor appointments and more. 
■ Solecito, a group that has been providing 

free medical equipment to people in Peoria, 
Surprise, El Mirage, Waddell and Glendale for 
the past 15 years. 
■ The Sheriffs Posse of Sun City, which spon

sors a number of programs including vacation 
watch, R-U-0-K, Alzheimer's patient identi-
fication and more. ~ 

J ■ Sun Cities Historical Society, a group whos~J 
members are dedicated to the preservation of the 
history of the Sun Cities. . · 
■ Sun Valley Lodge , the donation has been 

earmarked to buy furniture for the newly ren
ovated lobby in the first nursing home in Sun 
City. 
■ New Life Shelter, a place where abused 

women can find safety along with their children. 
■ Dial-A-Ride, the free public transportation 

system in Surprise dedicated to helping the un
derprivileged get to the store, doctor's appoint
ments and elsewhere. 
■ YMCA Urban Youth Program, the donation 

will go toward sending five outstanding children 
from underprivileged homes to summer camp. 



DOERS PROFILE 

. Tim 
Hawks 

Vita: 

Hometown: 

Family: 

Inspiration: 

Self-portrait: 

Co-owner of community plan- · 
ning and consulting business in 
Minneapolis. 

Spent childhood in Des Moines, 
Iowa, 30 some years in 
Minneapolis. 

Wife, Kay; four children; seven 
granchildren. 

Having the opportunity to attend 
a university and be exposed to 
the dreams that knowledge will 
open up. 

"I hope to maintain a positive 
view and have a fun life. When 
the opportunity to be helpful 
presents itself, I try to take · 
advantage of it. " 

Resident 
spreads 
time, talent 
By J.J. McCORMACK 
Senior staff writer 

A bout the only thing Jim Hawks hasn 't 1 

done since . walking away from his 
community planning consulting business 
is sit ,down - unless it's to read every 

newspaper he can get his hands on. 
Almost immediately after settling into his Sun 

City hom e in 1986, Hawks took an interest in 
and got involved in regional and local issues he 
read about. Those issues ranged from the pro
posed Rio Salado water-storage and park 
project along the Salt River in the East Valley 
to a Sun City incorporation drive. 

"You need a reason to get up in the morning," 
Hawks said, explaining why he res isted the 
temptation to play goif every day. 

"Also, you should participate in a community . 
My wife doesn't think you should as much as I 
do. But it's important to do something worth
while when you have a chance." 

Hawks' activism and community planning ex
perience earned him an appointment in 1992 to 
the Maricopa County Planning and Zoning 
Commission. The commission considers zon ing 
changes, land-use permits and other planning 
matters and makes recommendations to the 
county Board of Supervisors. 

Hawks personally visits the sites of planning 
and zoning cases that affect Di strict 4, or th e 
Northwest Valley portion of the county. He's 
driven as far as 50 miles to visit an oil field in 
the far West Valley. More recently, he personally 
investigated and ,found numerous zoning prob
lems with a proposed cock0 fighting arena in th e 
Southwest Valley . . 

"It's fun," Hawks said of the 12 to 15 hours a 
week he devotes to commission business. 

Hawks is a former member of the Recreation 
Centers of Sun · City board of directors. He 
currently serves on the centers ' personnel 
committee and is a member of the Sun City 
Foundation board of directors , the fund-raising 
arm of the recreation centers. 

Hawks was an advocate of open commu
nication between the recreation centers board 
and the membership. He said he learned while 
serving on the board that "there's a shortage in 
Sun City, not of people who want to say some
thing, but of listeners." · 

Sun City resident Les Merydith, who worked 
with Hawks in a 1989 incorporation drive and in 
a utility-company watchdog organization called 
Water Watch; steered Hawks into the folds of 
the Sun Cities Historical Society. 

Hawks has ,championed the society and its 
efforts to record and preserve the history of the 
Sun Cities for seven years. He currently is 
president of the society's board of 'directors and 
is a frequent speaker on historical topics fo r 
Sun Cities-area groups. · 

"The nice thing about history is it ha s hap
pened, because if it hasn't happened. it isn 't 
history," he said. 

The nice thing about the historical society, 
Hawks said, is the job doesn 't require selling 
ideas to people. That isn't the case with other 
boards and committees he · has served on , he 
said. 

Hawks is a former charter member of the Sun 
City Ambassadors board of directors and is a 
regular audience member at Su.n City Taxpayers 
Association meetings. 

He does · squeeze a golf game in his busy 
schedule once a week, reserves time for trave l 
and enjoys hiking with the Rockhound Club. 



rFtlstoric·~r\s8c1ely·, ... 1, 
, appr~ciate.s::fqnding . 

Speaking for the Sun Cities Area . : 
Historical Society, I -want to thank '. 

: the Sun City Con;imunity Fund for , , 
frs donation to help us through ' 

J~96; . . , J, . . ··· · . , ·. 

. , The first ho.use built in Sun City 
' b:{ Del Webb is the home of ,the 

Historical Society's museum .. This ', 
is also where the all-volunteer staff 
collects .and distributes information 
about the people and the hundreds 
of incidents that collectively pro
duced the unique community we 
. c'au holl\e, , · ' , ... 

· You cin, s~e and h_ear this story at 
~ur museum at 10801 Oakmont 
Drive, 'which is open in August . 

.')rom iq a.m. to; noon1,fridaY, .. ~~? ~1,;, 
'• Sl\turday. .. . . . •· , _/:. . ;,. 'i.t' 

-·~(, r' · : .. · 4/ J~es~;!::e~~t:'( 

. ~ 1 YIP ' . .· Hisiori~~ Society. 
·:• ' 
--~·- ·(•r' 

YlM-v'-j ..., ~ ~ - I - 9 6, 

J:ommunity Fund _donates to museum 
~ ' ' ' 

Speaking for the Sun Cities Area 
·. Historical Society, I want to thank 
the Sun City Community Fund for its 
aonation to help _us through 1996. 
;; The first house built in Sun City by 
Del Webb is the hom,e of the Histor
jcal Society's museum. • 

· . :•. This is also where the -all-volunteer 
'staff collects and distributes infors 
~ation about the people and the 
hundreds of incidents that col-,. 

lectively produced the unique com
munity ,we all call home. 

You can see and hear this story at 
our mus,eu'm at 10801 Oakmont Drive, 
open from 10:00 a.m. to noon Friday 
and Saturday during July and Aug
ust. 

James W. Hawks 
President 

Sun Cities Area Historical Society 



~un City 
house still 
a model 
for living 
Residential demo 
1s now a museum 
By Barbara Deters 
Staff writer It's an unasswning home on a quiet street 

off Grand Avenue. 
· But in its day, it was quite the phenome-
non. A two-bedroom, one-bath masonry home 
with a covered patio selling for $8,500. Add 
$600 for air conditioning and $1 ,250 for a 
2.olf-course lot. 
~ On New Year's weekend 1960, more than 

IF YOU GO 
What: Sun Cities 

Area Historical 
Society Museum. 

Where: 10801 
Oakmont Ave., Sun 
Ci ty. 

When: Summer 
hours: 10 a.m. to 
noon Fridays and 
Saturdays. Winter 
hours (beginning 
Sept. 17): 1 to 
3 p.m. Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

I 00,000 people 
from all over 
flocked to see 
the home, one 
of five models 
that Del Webb 
had built for the 
grand opening 
of Sun City, the 
nation 's first ac
tive-adult retire-
ment 
community, 
complete with 
recreation cen
ters, golf 
courses and 
sw1mm111g 
pools. 

Today, people 
sti II traipse 
through the 
house at I 080 I 
Oakmont Ave., 

not to see what's new in home interiors a11d de
signs, but to remember \\/hat's old. 

The house, home to the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society, is now a museum where 
visitors can learn about the area's history and 
the roots of Del Webb's Sun City concept, 
which has grown to 11 communities in five 
states. 

"Most of the other developers thought Webb 
had flipped," said James Hawks, president of 
the Sun Cities Area Historical Society. "Why 
would anybody want to go six miles past Peo
ria into a cotton field to live?" 

But the homes sold themselves. Del Webb 
employees took orders for 237 homes on that 
four-day weekend in 1960. Today, there are 
26,000 homes in Sun City. 

"What brought the people out here was that 

A photograph on display in the museum shows the crowds that flocked to the model 
house on New Year's Day 1960, when Del Webb opened the Sun City development. 

they'd never heard of 
a home on a golf 
course at that price," 
said Albert Foster, the 
historical society's 
treasurer. 

More than 7,000 
people have visited 
the museum since it 
opened in 1989. Most 
of them are winter 
visitors or new people 
who have just moved 
in, Hawks said. 

Nancy Engebretsor\/Staff photographer 

But the museum is 
becoming a research 
center for students of 
architecture and for 
foreigners, mostly 
government officials 
from Japan, Germany, 
France and South Ko
rea who are looking 
for ways to house 
their elderly, he said. 

Albert Foster (left) and James Hawks, the historical society's 
treasurer and president, respectively, show the house's kitchen. 

The 662-square-foot house on Lot I, which 
backs up to the ninth fairway of the No11h 
Golf Course, stayed a model home until 1962. 
Then N.C. "Jack" and Marie Wagers, who 
owned a home across the same ninth fairway, 
bought it as an investment. 

The Wagers sold it shortly af1erward to their 
daughter-in-law's parents, Chloe and John 
MacDonald, who lived in the home until their 
deaths, in 1971 and 1983, respectively. Jean 
Painter lived in the home from 1984 to 1988, 
and the historical society acquired it for 
~41,500 in 1989. 

But it was the Mac Donalds, transplants from 
Denver, who gave the home character and gen-

erated most of the memo1ies associated with it. 
They added a third bedroom and a second 

bathroom and enclosed the porch as an Arizo
na room sometime in the I 960s. 

"I can remember getting my finger caught 
in the sliding door (of the Arizona room)," 
said Susan Miller, one of the MacDonalds' 
grandchildren, who lives in the Denver area. 
"It was new to us to have sliding doors." 

The MacDonalds also built a small partition 
in the kitchen to separate the earing area from 
the stove and the refrigerator with the shiny
pink aluminium accent. 

- See HOME, page JJ2 



Home once again 
· a model for living 

- HOME, fi'om page Bl 

The MacDonalds kept the pink ex
terior paint job and the pink-tile 
counte11ops in both the first bathroom 
and kitchen, which to this day have 
few cracks or gouges. 

" It was just so neat to see that 
hadn't changed at all ," said Barbara 
Wagers, another MacDonald grand
child. 

Wagers discovered that her grand
parents' home is now a museum dur
ing a visit in December. 

The historical society has tried to 
restore the house to its citiginal de
sign. That meant taking out the sec
ond bathroom and removing the walls 
that separated the bedroom and Ari
zona room. The kitchen partition also 
was removed. 

Many of the family's memories 
center on Christmas in the Sun City 
house, and the way residents treated 
them. 

"Everybody was very warm, 
friendly," Miller said. "As kids, we 
were very welcome." 

For Miller, probably the biggest 
kick of Christmas in Sun City was 
that she and her siblings could swim 
on Christmas Day. She also remem
bers taking the official Christmas in 
Arizona picture on the brick wall in 
the MacDonalds' back yard. 

"It was just really an awful lot of 
fun," she said. 

"Outside of my hometown, I prob
ably have the strongest memories of 
Sun City. That was like a second 
home to me." 



Editor: 
Beginning Sept I the Sun Cities Area Historical Society's museum 

will be open 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays. The 
museum, housed in the first house built in Sun City is located at 10801 
West Oakmont Drive in Sun City. A new feature is an exhibit titled 
"Do You Remember?" that portrays events and ideas of the early 
years. 
7 ~ u.)~ Cf - 5' / "j <:/ {p Albe11 Foster 



.... 'Capital' Flag ':' :.,;i/i:::)(\: 
Presented to Area·-· ~:,:: .. ! 
Historical Society · .:, 

. , • . ' ' '.· ~.- . . ' •'t f ' ' . ,i: : ' 

An American flag that was : 
flown over the United States . 
Capitol was presented to the Sun . , 
Cities AreaHisfoncal Society by 1 

• 

a representative from Sen. Jon ·. 
Ky l's office this week. Craig 
Wisner form Sen. Kyl's office 
will make the presentation at the 
Society's museum at 10801 West · 

· Oakmont Dr. in Sun City. Mem
bers and friends of the Society 
are invited. " '· ' - 3 

.·; ·. This particular flag was flown 
1 over the Capitol at the request of 
i. · . the Hon. Jon Kyl who was a . 

. · member of Congress at that time. , 
·. · Now Senator Kyl is giving the 

, flag to the Society. - _ · 
--r ..J.i. w.;:i,iJ:;i.,:;: r /, ,, . .i ':t , - , i 



Cast in freedom 
Liberty Bell clone set tone for Sun City 

By Jennifer Barrett 
Staff writer 

Sun City 

J im Hawks says the idea probably 
came up over coffee in casual 
conversation. 

Though he wasn't part of it, the 
president of the Sun City Historical 
Society can picture the scene: It was 
1976, and a handful of Sun City 
residents were tossing around ideas to 
commemorate the country's ' 
bicentennial. Should they put up a wall? 
A plaque? Perhaps a tree? 

Then someone suggested a bell. 
Not just any- bell: a replica of the 

Liberty Bell. 
Never mind that the 224-year-old bell 

weighs more than 3 tons and is housed 
in Philadelphia. Or that Schulmerich 
Carillons Inc. , the company that casts / 
copies of it, was located even farther 
away, in Asten, Holland. · 

The Sun City Bicentennial Committee 
put the idea to a vote before the city's 
residents - and it passed. 

That proved to be the smallest hurdle 
in getting a cast of the bell mounted in 
time for Sun City's Bicentennial 
Independence Day celebration. 

The next issue was finding enough 
metal for the full-size replica. Once 
again, the committee turned to the 
community for support. And it came -
in the form of bicycles, wedding bands 
and brass nameplates, 120 pounds of , - 
.22-caliber shell casings, and nine metal 
clarinets. Altogether, the city collected 
more than 7,000 pounds of metal at the 
former Sun City Stadium. 

The eclectic assortment of items was 
shipped by truck to a Pennsylvania 
smelter, according to Hawks, and 
melted into identical molten metal bars. 

Though he's been studying the bell's 
history on-and-off for two years, Hawks 
isn't quite sure how the 200-pound 
blocks were transported to Holland, or 
how the nearly 7,000-pound bell made it 
back to Arizona. 

But it did. Although not quite in time 
for I_ndependence Day. 

Accounts differ on the exact date of 
the dedication, but Del Webb reports 
indicate Sun City's Liberty Bell first 
officially tolled Nov. 15, 1976, three 
times - "once for each 100 years of 
freedom and once to signify (residents') 
determination to remain a free nation 
under God." ' 

About 1,000 people crowded into the 
Del E. Webb Memorial Gardens by 99ch 

See BELL, Page 3 

· • · . Nancy Engebretson / Staff photographer 
Sun C_ity's Liberty Bell ~eplica has been a. city symbol since it arrived in 
1976. Jim Hawks, president of the Sun City Historical Society, says the 
replica is a tribute to the ideals of those who live in the community. 

LANDMARK 
What: 

Liberty Bell replica. 

Where: 
Del E. Webb Memorial Gardens, Sun 

City. 

When was it made? 
1976. 

Who cast it? 
Schulmerich Carillons Inc., Holland. 

What's it made of? 
Metal. 
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•th lenty of history · : 
A flag WI p . ~ Capitol was presented to the ;J 
An American flag t~at h_ad flow,:i over tht~e office of U.S. Sen. Jon Kyl last , 1: 
Sun Cities Area Historical Soc1etyw~~nesday at the so~iety•~ headquarters -<( 
week. Placing Old Glory on ':1 ~ol:nd Craig Wismer of Kyl s office. 
were Art Williams of the soc1e y - - - . 

'> ,e, ~ 1-.2..·i,'-~6 

Historical soci~ty 
hosts book review 

The Arizona Humanities Council 
and the Sun Citie_s Area Historical 
Society present the next installment 
of their "Voices from Communities 
in Transition" series Sept. 30. 

The program will feature a 
1 review of Daniel Kemmis' book, 

"Community and the Politics of , 
Place." The book is available at the 
Bell and Fairway libraries in Sun 
City. ✓ 

The talk will be held 8:30 a.m. at 
the Sun City Library, 16828 N. 99th 
Ave., Sun City. 

. -

~ -~ 1/J7(91,, 
Historical society 
hosts book review 

The Arizona Humanities Council 
and the Sun Cities Area Histori_cal 
Society present the next installment 
of their "Voices from Communities 
in Transition" series Sept. 30. 

The program will feature a 
review of Daniel Kemmis ' book, 





Vulture Road. 
once buzzed 
with trade · 

Motorists traveling and competing 
for clear lanes on Grand Avenue , 

-:::::, very likely do not know that this busy 
---. · highway was bnce named "Vulture 

,---------,· Road." 
In 1863, a German ' 

DOWN minerologist, Henry 
Wickenburg, with his 
burro Arizona 

. MEMORY Nightingare; was 
prospecting in the 
-hills overlooking the 
.Hassayampa River, 

· LA,NE · northwest ·of the 
present site of ,Syn 

',-------~ City. 

According to one story, Wick
enburg decided to move o'n after 
failing to find gold, but Nightingale 
balked. In anger, Wickenburg picked 
up a rock to throw at the pack ani
maL The rock felt heavier than us- · 
usal and when the prospector exam
ined it he saw that it was loaded . .. 
with gold . At that moment a vu.lture 
f1 ew over. 

Another version has Henry shoot
ing a vultµre and when ht3 went to · 
pick up' the bird, he found gold at · 
the spot where it feH, 

Regardless of how it happened, the 
greater gold disco-Very in Arizona 
came to 'be called the Vulture Mine: 
Soon, eight-mule teams were hauling 
freight over what was ,named the 
Vulture Road. 

Near the mine, the first town iri 
Maricopa (;ountymushroomed on 
the west bank of the Hassayampa 
River where ore from the mine was 
being crushed. In October 1864, this , 
settlement was officially named · 
Wickenburg,' Territory of Arizona. In 
two years it was one of the largest 
cities in Arizona· and missed being 
chosen as the capital by only two 
votes. 

By 1908 the Vulture Road , had be
come a "Grand Avenue," as it is now , 
-named ,' because of its heavy use as . 
the route for wagons laoded with 
produce and supplies between 
Wickenburg and the growing ag
ricultural area in the Salt River Val
ley. 

This item for Down Memory Lane 
is from the files ~f the the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society. 
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SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 

to our Annual Fall Membership Luncheon and Meeting . 

DATE; 

PLACE; 

TIME; 

PRICE; 

SPEAKER; 

Wednesday, November 13, 1996 

Lakes Club, 10484 Thunderbird 8lvd. 
Small Banquet room 

12 Noon, Hot luncheon - followed by 
· Business meeting, reports and speaker. 

$11.00 per person 

Nancy Gilkeson, President, Community Fund 
She will give a history of the Commu
F'und: when it started, services offered 
how to secure a grant, etc. 

Please plan to come and enjoy fellowship with friends 
and fellow members and hear Ms. Gilkeson give us some in
teresting facts about the Community F'und. 

Vour Reservation is your check for $11. OOi per person, 
made payable to SCAH S and sent to 10801 Oakmont Dr., 
Sun City, AZ 85351 by November 7, 1996 •. 

If transportation is needed, please call the Histor
ical Society, 974-2568, and leave name, address, phone No~ 

Please invite a non-member friend to come with you. 

SEE VOU THERE1 ,., 
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. ~ Historical Society 
~ .Needs New.B,oard 

c---- M b . .. · .--___ eµt e~ . ... . 
::__ The Sun Citles Area Historical 

- . Society needs 12 plus meqibers. 
: ) · .Several of the. P!esen~ Board 
· members tenris wtll expire at the 
· · end of 1996. The Board meets 

once a month to olan futurP. 

4 events, make reports on their 
respective job~treasurer, mem
bership, hostess chairman, etc . 

. --:;;, Committee appointments are , 
assigned. Two membership 

~ meetings with speakers are , 
~ planned, also other money-rais-
·- ing events. I( is an enjoyable and · 

rewarding job: If you mig~t be 
interested, or know of a fnend 
who might be; call Jim Hawks, 
933°'.29,1Q: , Ii ,: 

, .. 

;1 II . ·:,"'. - c, - . 

~ . Historical. ~oc!ety Membe~hip Luncheon ' • ,· ~ 
~ (The Sun c°ities Area Historical Your reservation is a check for ~ 

/ . ..___ Society invites area residents to $11 per person/made payable to : 
--£: its Annual FaH Mem~ership . SCAHS anq senfto.10801 
.:::. Luncheon and Meetrng on Oakmont Dr.; Sun City, AZ 

Wednesday; Nov. 13, at Noon 85351 by Nov. ;7. · ''i''-\( ; . 

·1. . · for~ hot Jun- che~m, followed by a If transporta!io. ~-. is nee_· ~-ed, 
· busmess meetmg, reports and please call the Histoncal Society, • 

· . speaker. .. · · 974-2568, and leave name, ad-
"3 / Nancy ~i~keson, P!esi~ent, . · dress, phone .No:') \.--.,: :/· ;· ;. : .. 

Commumty,Fund will give a .. ·: :·· '.'' : · · ,• 
.....,"o/ history of the Community Fund: Shop Our Advertisers -
Q · when it started, services offered · Tell 'em You Saw It In ·· 
\ · how to secure a grant, etc. The Wester · ,i • · ·: 

·, . ·~ ·· ·1 ! . ,. · ,< :, ,, ,.-.. . , ;, ~\ ·' ·, 
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Sun City wasn't nation's 1st 
age-restricted communiJy 

"Sun City was the first retirement 
community to require residents to 
meet certain age re-
strictions before 
they could purchase DOWN 
homes." Not so, ac-
cording to the re-
cord. 

In 1954, six years 
before. the Del Webb 
Development Co. 
sold the first house 
in Sun City, Elmer
Johns , developer of 

MEMORY 

LANE 
Youngtown, was restricting home 
buyers to those at least 60 years of 
age. Contrary to the prevailing idea 
that people would not accept a life
style cut off from a cross-section of 
all ages, Johns built and sold 100 or 
more homes on his 300 acres sur
rounding a small water storage lake 
set among cottonwood trees. 

Webb executives were well aware 
of the breakthrough Johns had 
achieved. A single short segment of 
Dave Garroway's NBC "Today Show" 
had described this newly organized · 
retirement community sprouting 
from the desert sands of Arizona. 
More than 50,000 inquiries were 
elicited as a result of that one pro- . 
gram. It was obvious that a potential 
market was there. 

J3ut the Webb people discovered a 

-

basic flaw in the Youngtown devel
opment, an error that would have to 
be corrected if their retirement 
community were to succeed. The 
theory that needed rethinking was 
that retired people lived on the edge. 
of poverty and wanted only modest 
homes that could be built and main
tained on incomes of $300 to $400 a 
month - just a place to "retire to" 
with porch and a rocking chair. 

What this meant was the need to 
include in the cost of the homes the 
construction of a golf course and 
recreation center, plus a mechanism 
Whereby the home owner paid to 
maintain these facilities indefinitely. 
Webb knew the company was going 
into uncharted waters. Re_sponding 
to a reporter, he said, "We knew we 
were taking a calculated risk, but in 
the contracting business you have to 
do it. Building Sun City is a gamble, 
but I'm pretty damn sure it will 
work." 

Sun City was the first retirement 
community to include both age re
strictions and the cost of facilities 
for an active lifestyle in the title to a 
home. 

This month's Down Memory Lane 
is from the files of the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society. 
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