Historical So_ciety celebrates
anniversary with Open House

A four-day Open House will
celebrate the 10th Anniversary of
the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society from Jan. 11 through 14,
"We want people to experience

or get reacquainted with the ex-

citing progress made in Sun City

last four decades," according to

Phyllis Street, society president.

"Several new exhibits and dis-

plays will depict the diverse .
_groups and activities that have

helped make our communities

See HISTORICAL, Page B3
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‘( the model for active retirement
throughout the world," Street
said. : , :

The Open House will be from
1 to 4 p.m. each day at the Soci-
ety headquarters, 10801
Oakmont Drive. Known fondly
as "This Old House," it was the
first model home offered by Del
Webb on opening day Jan. 1,
1960. : 3

Each day will be in recognition
of the various entities.that con-
tribute to the success of the Sun
Cities. For example: the visionar-
ies on Tuesday, Jan. 11; the vol-
unteers on Wednesday, Jan. 12;
the cultural scene on Thursday,
Jan. 13; and leisure and sports,
Friday, Jan. 14. .

On display will be a classic are
from the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s
along with the year 2000 Cadil-
lac donated by Lund Cadillac for
the Sun City 40th Anniversary
committee raffle. Light refresh-
ments will be served. e
“ "We hope that residents and
guests will take this opportunity
to become familiar with the
wealth of information available
to them in the Historical Soci-
ety," stated Street.
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Experience the Exciting Progress
~of Sun City.and Sun City West
o A21960102000 —~
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o the 4}0th Anniversary of Sun City -
~~OPEN HOUSE ~ ~
January 11, 12, 13 & 14, 2000
~ 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. :
at the first model home offered
in Del Webb’s original Sun City
‘ - 10801 Oakmont Drive °
~~ home of your Historical Society ~~ .

Ve celetration will necoguize:
The Visionaries on Tuesday, January 11.
The Volunteers on Wednesday, January 12.

The Cultural Scene on Thursday, January 13.
Leisure and Sports on Friday, January 14,
< REFRESHMENTS «
o NEW DISPLAYS o EXHIBITS o CLASSIC CAR from1960, 1970 & 1980
#2000 Cadillac donated to 40™ Anniversary by Lund Cadillac
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Routine home upkeep

is sound investment

GINGER SCOTT-EIDEN
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Most new homeowners are bom-
barded with tips on ways to keep their
house in near tip-top condition through
the years. But as time passes, the some
maintenance rituals begin to slip.

However, trade officials warn that
keeping up with things like simple filter
replacements and hot water heater
draining can save them from many of
the high-priced repair bills in the
future.

Jim Hawks, vice president of the Sun
Cities Area Historical Society, said the
maintenance of Sun City’s oldest home,
which houses the society, has been
pretty easy.

The original air-conditioning com-
pressor for the home, which is located
at 10801 Oakmont Avenue, held up for
about 36 years, Hawks said. The house
gets a good coat of paint once every six
or seven years and the washers in the
faucets are replaced every five years or
so.

“These masonry houses are pretty
amazing,” Hawks said.

The house has had a few problems
over the years, such as a water pipe
break under the kitchen that required
the installation of a new pipe into the
wall. The home was also built with elec-
trical sockets that cannot service three-
pronged plugs. Many of those have been
updated, Hawks said.

But Historical " Society volunteers
have been able to handle most of the
upkeep on their own, Hawks said.

“Many people wait until there's a
problem,” said Trent Woods of Sunland
Plumbing in Peoria.

Woods said some of the common
things in plumbing maintenance
includes changing washers and keeping
pipes clean, especially at homes sur-
rounded by deep-rooted trees and
bushes.

Woods recommended that home own-
ers have their drains cleaned out once
every few years to prevent them from
being overrun with roots. A basic main-
tenance cleaning for drains runs about
$70, Woods said.

The sediment should also be cleaned
out of a hot water heater annually.

Air conditioning experts urge home-
owners to have their units checked at
least yearly, and units with heat pumps
should be checked every six months. A
maintenance visit to the Sun Cities
runs about $40, said Gerald Sandoz,
service manager for Canyon State Air
Conditioning and Heating in Sun City.

The average life of an air conditioning
unit is about 15 years, Sandoz said. But
taking simple steps in maintenance and
upkeep can extend that life by a few
years, he said.

“Routine maintenance is probably
the most important thing,” Sandoz said.
“By doing this, you'll definitely prolong
the life of your unit.”

He recommends people change their
air-conditioning filters monthly as well
as oil the motors on their unit. People
should also make routine checks on
their electrical connections and keep
the coils on the unit clean.

One of the biggest upkeep invest-
ments for a homeowner is the purchase
of a new roof. The National Roofing Con-
tractors Association recommends people
do plenty of research before settling on
a roofer to be sure that they are getting
the highest quality for the most

Daily News-Sun e Consumer News . Thursday, Jan. 6 2

STEVE CHERNEK/DAILY N
Jim Hawks turns the bathroom faucet at the Sun Cities Historical Society wh
in one of the 40-year-old original model homes in Sun City. The old fixture
washers that need to be replaced.

affordable price.

Association officials recommend that
homeowners look for well-established
businesses and always ask for a written
proposal outlining a project's details.

People should also ask about warre
and references for a roofing compar

Ginger Scott-Eiden can be reach
e-mail at gscott@aztrib.com or by ¢
876-2522.



Historical Society celebrates
anniversary with Open House

A four-day Open House will
celebrate the 10th Anniversary of
the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society from Jan. 11 through 14.
"We want people to experience

or get reacquainted with the ex-

citing progress made in Sun City

last four decades," according to

Phyllis Street, society president.

"Several new exhibits and dis-

plays will depict the diverse .
- groups and activities that have

helped make our communities
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1 the model for active retirement
throughout the world," Street
said. - : .

The Open House will be from
1 to 4 p.m. each day at the Soci-
ety headquarters, 10801
Oakmont Drive. Known fondly .
as "This Old House," it was the
first model home offered by Del
Webb on opening day Jan. 1,
1960. . 5

Each day will be in recognition
of the various entities that con-
tribute to the success of the Sun
Cities. For example: the visionar-
ies on Tuesday, Jan. 11; the vol-
unteers on Wednesday, Jan. 12;
the cultural scene on Thursday,
Jan. 13; and leisure and sports,
Friday, Jan. 14. .

On display will be a classic are
from the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s
along with the year 2000 Cadil-
lac donated by Lund Cadillac for
the Sun City 40th Anniversary
committee raffle. Light refresh-
ments will be served. 3
“ "We hope that residents and
guests will take this opportunity
to become familiar with the
wealth of information available
to them in the Historical Soci-
ety," stated Street.
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Phyllis Street, presi-
dent of the Sun Cities
Historical Society.
above, poses in the
house that is the soci-
ety's headquarters, at
10801 W. Oakmont
Drive Pictured are
John and Chloe
McDonald, the original
owner of the house
Street points out
decade exhibits to a
visitor, left



Historical Society Celebrates
10th Anniversary with Open House

A four-day open house will cele-
brate the 10th Anniversary of the
Sun Cities Area Historical Society
Jan. 11-14. “We want people to
experience or get reacquainted with
the exciting progress made in Sun
City and Sun City West during the
last four decades,” said Phyllis
Street, society president.

VF SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

- SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT—JANUARY 12-18, 2000

Historical Society celebrates with open house

“Several new exhibits and dis-
plays will depict the diverse groups
and activities that have helped
make our communities the model
for active retirement throughout the
world,” Street said.

The open house will be held 1-4
p-m. each day at the society head-
quarters. 10801 Oakmont Drive.
Known fondly as *“This Old
House,” it was the first model home

offered by Del Webb on opening
day — Jan. 1, 1960.

Each day will be in recognition
of the various entities that con-
tribute to the success of the Sun
Cities. such as the visionaries on
Jan. 11; the volunteers on Jan. 12;
the cultural scene on Jan. 13, and
leisure and sports, Jan. 14.

On display will be a classic cars
from the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s,

along with the year 2000 Cadillac
donated by Lund Cadillac for the
Sun City 40th Anniversary
Committee raffle.

Light refreshments will be
served.

“We hope that residents and
guests will take this opportunity to
become familiar with the wealth of
information available to them in
the historical society,” stated Street.
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‘Business Association gets

Historical Society facts

By Marie Scotti
The SCW Business & Profes-

_.sional Associatien learned all .

about the Sun Cities Area Histor-
ical Society at its January mem-
bership meeting held at The
Madison in Sun City West.

Constance McM illin, Sun Cit-
ies Area Historical Society vice
president was the guest speaker.
"The Sun Cities Area Historical
Society is organized as a non-
profit corporation exclusively for
civic and educational purposes.
Its task is to collect and preserve
the historical data of the Sun
cities area," she said.

To carry out its endeavors, the
Society was incorporated in 1986
and is a tax-exempt corporate
corporation under Section 501 (¢)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1954. This qualifies contribu-
tions and membership support for
tax exempt status.

Through the generous support
of the J.G. Boswell Foundation,
Del Webb Corporation and other
groups and individuals, the Soci-
ety purchased Sun City's first
model home as its headquarters.
The home is located at 10801
Oakmont Avenue in Sun City. It
opened to the public on Jan. I,

Constance McMillin, Sun Cities Area
Historical Society vice president
addressed member of the SCW
Business & Professional Association
at its January membership meeting.

1960, the beginning day for the
unique active retirement commu-
nity. This site serves as museum,
exhibition space and multi-facet-
ed resource center for residents
of the Sun Cities and visitors
from throughout the United
States and overseas.

It is open to visitors September
through May, Tuesday through
Friday from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
During June, July, August, Fri-
day & Saturday 10 to 12 noon.
Group tours are welcome by
appointment.

There is Sun City and Sun City
West memorabilia on display,

including early maps, model
home site plans, photos, and data
which are part of extensive archi-
val records. Current exhibits on
view are: The Old Vulture Road
(now Grand Avenue)—nhidden
treasures along the trail, Town of

Marinette-unusual photos and
news articles-the area before the
Sun Cities and The Sun City
Saints, championship ladies soft-
ball team, and the Pro teams who
trained in Sun City.



Historical Society Celebrates
10th Anniversary with Open House

A four-day open house will cele-
brate the 10th Anniversary of the
Sun Cities Area Historical Society
Jan. 11-14. “We want people to
experience or get reacquainted with
the exciting progress made in Sun
City and Sun City West during the
last four decades,” said Phyllis
Street, society president.
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Historical Society celebrates with open house

“Several new exhibits and dis-
plays will depict the diverse groups
and activities that have helped
make our communities the model
for active retirement throughout the
world,” Street said.

The open house will be held 1-4
p-m. each day at the society head-
quarters. 10801 Oakmont Drive.
Known fondly as “This Old
House,” it was the first model home

offered by Del Webb on opening
day — Jan. 1, 1960.

Each day will be in recognition
of the various entities that con-
tribute to the success of the Sun
Cities. such as the visionaries on
Jan. 11; the volunteers on Jan. 12;
the cultural scene on Jan. 13, and
leisure and sports, Jan. 14.

On display will be a classic cars
from the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s,

along with the year 2000 Cadillac
donated by Lund Cadillac for the
Sun City 40th Anniversary
Committee raffle.

Light refreshments will be
served.

“We hope that residents and
cuests will take this opportunity to
become familiar with the wealth of
information available to them in
the historical society,” stated Street.
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Society given historic donation

FAMILIAR NAME:
Boswell benefactor
aids Sun Cities Area
Historical Society

KATE FLEITAS
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Another Boswell made history
in Sun City Tuesday.

Jim Boswell donated a “size-
able amount”™ to the Sun Cities
Area Historical Society. said Al
Tudor. public relations coordina-
tor for the society.

Boswell is the nephew of
James G. Boswell. the man who
negotiated the land transaction
that was the forerunner of Sun
Ciy

Although he would not dis
close the amount of Boswell's
contributon, Tudor said he can
think of “plenty of uses” for the
moneyv. One of his ideas includes
renovaung the structure of ‘This
Old House," the first model home-
sold in Sun City and the current
headquarters of the society.

“This house has been a real
headache.” he said. “It's a 40-
vear-old house and so much
work needs to be done 1o it.”

Boswell made the contribution

in the name of Jane Freeman. a : E.B. MCGOVERN/DAILY NEWS-SUN

Sun City resident who played an  Roz Boswell hugs a guest while her husband, Jim, talks during the Sun Cities Area Historical Society

xm.v\gml ‘parjl in eslablish_ing the open house Tuesday in Sun City.
historical societv. She is past ]

president of the historical society Freeman is one of seven peo-  Sanberg. the society.” she explained.

and co-authored a book on Sun ple being honored in the soci- Society President Phvllis More than 135 people visited

Citvs history in honor of the ey “Visionaries™ exhibit. Other  Street said she was -grateful for the society’s open house. which

community’s 25th anniversary. honorees include Robert H.  Boswell's contribution. runs from 1 pm. 10 4 p.m. every
“Thevive been friends since  Johnson., Ed Larson. John “It is wonderful that he is still - day until Thursday.

Jane wrote the Jubilee book.”  Mecker. Delbert Eugene Webb,  interested in the development of For more nformation. contact

)
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Historical Society invites
public to anniversary fete

By Chet Lacy

[n a three-way anniversary, the
Sun Cities Area Historical Soci-
ety is celebrating its 1Qth "birth-
day" as an organization in the
22nd year of Sun City West, and
the 40th year of Sun City.

The public is invited to this
year-long celebration which the
Area Historical Society located in
the first Sun City model home
features many unusual displays,
pictorial montages, and historic
artifacts from the beginning of
Del Webb's Sun Cities.

Phyllis Street, of SCW, presi-

dent of the Historical Society,
urges area residents to visit the
original home at 10801 Oakmont
Drive, Sun City, the Society's
headquarters called "This Old
House" which opened Jan. 1,
1960.
"The displays tell an exciting
~story of the evolution of active

Sun Cities Area [
Historical Society
leaders extending
an invitation to the
public are (top, I.-
r.) Phyllis Street,
- SCW, president;
Mary Hawthome,
SCW, and (seated) |:
Ina Dodt, settler of =
Sun City since §

1960 and one of

Del Webb's first

hostesses. E

retirement started by Del Webb
and up the present," she said.

Although the headquarters was
open daily for the public celebra-
tion the first week in January, it
is still open Tuesdays through
Fridays, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. For
further information call 974-2568
or 584-0323 or 923-2979.
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Society given historic donatlon

FAMILIAR NAME:
Boswell benefactor
aids Sun Cities Area
Historical Society

KATE FLEITAS
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Another Boswell made history
in Sun City Tuesday.

Jim Boswell donated a “size-
able amount™ to the Sun Cities
Area Historical Society. said Al
Tudor. public relations coordina-
tor for the society.

Boswell is the nephew of

James G. Boswell. the man who

negotiated the land transaction
that was forerunner of Sun
City

Although he would not dis-
close the amount of Boswell's
contributon. Tudor said he can
think of “plenty of uses” for the
money. One of his ideas includes

renovaung the structure of ‘This

Old House," the first model home-

sold in Sun City and the current
headquarters of the society.

“This house has been a real
headache.” he said. “It's a 40-
vear-old house and so much
work needs to be done to it.”

Boswell made the contribution
in the name of Jane Freeman. a
Sun Cinv resident who played an
integral part in establishing the
historical society. She is past
president of the historical society
and co-authored a book on Sun
Citv's history in honor of the
community’s 25th anniversary.
been
wrote the

“Thevive
Jane

friends since
Jubilee book.”

Freeman is one of seven peo-
ple being honored in the soci-
ety’'s “Visionaries™ exhibit. Other

Sanberg.
Soeiety President Pligllis
Street said she was™grateful for

honorees include Robert H.  Boswell's contribution.
Johnson, Ed Larson. John “It 1s wonderful that he s still
Mecker. Delbert Eugene Webb, interested in the development of

E.B. MCGOVERN/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Roz Boswell hugs a guest while her husband, Jim, talks during the Sun Cities Area Historical Society
open house Tuesday in Sun City.

the society.” she explained.

More than 135 people visited
the society’'s open house, which
runs from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. every
day until Thursday.

For more imformation. contact )
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Badgers banter at
uncheon meeting

The early days of Sun City
and ‘Sun City West will be the
topic at the Tuesday’s lun- ‘
cheon meeting of the Wisconsin
Badger Club of Arizona. .

The group will be meeting at
Nancy's Cupboard restaurant
on 99th avenue and Greenway
in Sun City. - |

Advance registration is nec-
essary by Friday at noon, with
Milt Schroeter. = ' |

(i NG speaker is Phyllis Street,
president of the Sun Cities*
Area Historical Society, which’

.has been playing a key role in
the 40th anniversary activities
in Sun City and the 10th anni-
versary of Sun City West.

The Badger Men's group will
gather starting at 10:30 a.m.,
with the program precedmg the
luncheon at 11.

. Daily News—SUﬂ « Thursday, March 2,2000




THE SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO OUR

Kokopelli:
The mystery of a flute player

a fascinating presentation by

JAY CRAVATH

Speaker from AZ Humanities Council
Exploring the history, mythology, music, and rock art of Kokopelli
Demonstrations of a number of Native flutes

Wednesday, April 12, 2000
Time: 12 noon
Sun City West Community Center
14465 R. H. Johnson Blvd., Sun City West

Deluxe Buffet $13.75
Choice of Entrees, salad, vegetables, beverages and dessert

Reservations required by Apnl 6.

Send check for $13.75 per person
Payable to SCAHS, 10801 Oakmont Dr.
Sun City, AZ 85351

(623) 974-2568
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Historical Society
sets summer hours

The Sun Cities
‘ - Area Historj-
;:lal Society is changing it?ton
ours for Summe
June 1 the Historj

.B%Cgular hours — 1.3¢ to
2 Fof:mr. — I'€Sume Sept. |,
- Inlormation, cgjj 974-

%(4/(/-- M[ < iﬁ Oy

" Historical Society
to resume regular
hours

The Sun Cities Area Historical
Society will resume its Septem-
ber through May schedule imme-
diately following Labor Day. The
Society's headquarters and mu-
seum will be open from 1:30-
3:30 p.m. Tuesday through Fri-
day.

Located at 10801 Oakmont
Drive, in Sun City, just west of
the Oakmont Recreation Center,
the house has the distinction of
being the first model home built
by Del Webb Corp. Along with
four others it was first shown on
Jan. 1, 1960. Although not fur-
nished as a 1960's model now,
the kitchen and bath are still as
they were originally. Other
rooms hold memorabilia and
displays featuring the four de-
cades of Sun City history and
early years of Sun City West.

A new display includes the
recent trophies won by the Sun
City Poms in July at the Interna-
tional Dance Challenge in Las
Vegas, Nev.

For information call, 623-974-
2568.
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_..SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL éOCIETY

Invites the Public to

Our Fall Luncheon Meeting

Date: Thurs., Novem
ate:  [hurs., No ber 9, 2000
gllme.. 11:30 Social Hour, 12 Noon Lunch

ace: I{gggz %ub Banquet Certer

underbird Blvd. &
gﬂg?::tr::dan Dart, Arc::aeologis?un i
ect: visual look &t histor igi igi

practices and eventual demise%f?ﬂg”;l%f{glliglr%us
For Reservations:
Mail check for $14 per person te:

SC Area Histori iet
Sun Ciy, AZ 851%'18001',% 10801 Oakmont Dr.

SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT

' OCTOBER 11-17, 2000

Historical Society

plans annual lunch
The Sun Cities Historical Society
will hold its annual fall membership
luncheon Nov. 9 at the Lakes Club,
10484 Thunderbird Blvd., Sun City.

Social hour begins at 11:30 a.m.

and lunch is served at noon.

Allen Dart, founder of Old
pueblo  Archaclogy Center in
Tucson, is the guest speaker. He
will discuss the history of the
Hohokam Indians in Arizona.

The meeting also includes the
clection of new members o the
board of trustees. The public is

invited. ) _
Cost is $14. Send reservatons,

by Nov. 3. to the Historical Society.
10801 Oakmont Drive. Sun City.

85351.
Call 974-2563 or 584-0323.

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS B

384038

. NOVEMBER 3, 2000

- aily News-Sun @ Monday Oct. 30, 2

SC's HISTORICAL SOCI-
ETY, annual fall membership
luncheon, social hour 1:1530
a.m.. noon luncheon Nov. 9,
Lakes Club, 10484 W. Thun-
derbird Blvd, SC. Speaker:

00

Allen Dart, founder of old -

pueblo Archaeology Center in
Tucson, “Hohokam Indians of
Southern Arizond from 650
AD.-1450 A.D.” Cost $14 per
serson. Send check to: SCAHS.
10801 Oakmont Drive, SC, AZ
85351. Deadline: Nov. 3. Public
is invited. Information: 974-
2568 or 584-0323.
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xf"Area Hrstoncal
Society to hear

'_Hohokam hlstory

‘The Sun Cities Area Hrstorrcal

- ‘Society announces its Annual.

"Fall Membership Luncheon for-
Thursday, Nov. 9 at the Lakes
 Club.in: Sun City. The publlc is |

Jinvited. ..

.vAllen Dart founder ofOld '

: Pueblo Archaeology Centerin
‘Tucson, will be the featured .

speaker, presenting a visual histo- -

- ry of the Hohokam Indians who
'occupred Southern Arizona from

650 A.D. 10,1450 A.D. There
- will be dlsplays of artifacts, rock
-~ artand other cultural features.
‘The program is made possible by.
a grant from the Arizona Hu-
‘manities Council.

" Election of new members to
.the Board of Trustees will be
mcluded ina brlef busrness meet- v
:mg

Soc1a1 our at 11 30 Luncheon-i
: at Noon To make reservations,
send check for $14 per person to:

'SCAHS, 10801 Oakmont Dr.,
-.Sun Clty, AZ 85381 Deadlme

~Nov.3 -



Happy Birthday Del L. Wellll

Join the Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum as we celebrate
the 123rd birthday of Del E. Webb,
the founder of Sun City!
X 2 4
Join us for ice cream, cake, special
displays and other activities
throughout the day!
L & 2 4
Entertainment by Larry’s Ukuladies
11T a.m.-noon in the carport area.

Admission is FREE all day
(although donations welcomel).
Visit the museum’'s website for updates.

Del E. Webb
Birthday Party!
10 a.m.-4 p.m. May 17

10801 W. Oakmont Drive

FREE ADMISSION!

phatiChanget

DwlWort ANation'gSun'CityyArizona
l S e
Sun Clt C e lWenhISun(Citie SIMuS e L) E—
MUSE UM 10801 W. Oakmont Drive, Sun City, AZ
(623) 974-2568 € scahsm@gmail.com
Sponsor Support @ delwebbsuncitiesmuseum.org

Generously Provided by: e yxoN group Hours: Sunday noon-3 p.m. Monday-Tuesday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Admission: $5 Members: Free

The event is funded, supported, or made possible by a grant
from Arizona Humanities and National Endowment
for the Humanities

| ENDOWMENT
¥ FOR THE
' HUMANITIES
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History researchers =
needed

February 15,2003 will mark
the 25th anniversary of ground-
breaking for Sun City West.
Since then, "Lizard Acres" has
blossored into a complete com-
munity of more than 17,000
homes, stores, banks, offices,
places of worship, hospital and
more.

The Sun Cities Area Historical
Society is looking for individuals
interested in helping to document
the first 25 years of Sun City
West history. This group will
have access to the extensive ar-
chives of the SCAHS, and will
contact clubs, churches, business-
es and other local organizations
to encourage them to contribute
to a community-wide history.
Many of the early residents still
live here and offer a rich lode of
personal anecdotes about SCW's
earliest days. The history would
not be complete without summa-

- ries of the various issues that Sun
City West faced during its
growth...and faces in the future.
The final product of the commit-
tee's effort will be to publish a
booklet for distribution during
2003—Sun City West's 25th
Anniversary Year.

The committee needs a wide
variety of skills to be successful.
For example, people willing to
interview others...to make mail-
ings to, and to contact clubs and
organizations...to review archives
for significant historical items...to
write sections of the history...to
edit written material...to double-
check accuracy...and more. In so
doing, participants will learn
many interesting, little-known
facts about their community.

If you would like to be in-
volved in this research activity,
contact SCAHS Board members,
Phyllis Street at 584-0323, or Ed
Allen at 975-1815.
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Webb official spe
at SCAHS meeting

John Waldron, director of public
and community relations for Del
Webb, - will speak on “The Sun .
Cities: From Boom to Boomers” at
the April 4 meeting of the Sun
Cities Area Historical Society.

Mr. Waldron will share lessons
learned from the past, as well as, the
results-of research on baby boomers
expectations for the future. ,

Light refreshments will be avail-
able at 1 p.m. with'the program
beginning at 1:30 at the Sun City
West Community Service Center,
14465 R.H. Johnson Blvd.

“-Public is welcome but seating is -
limited. Reservations must be made
by April 1. Call 975-1815 or 584-:
0323 and leave a name, phone and

number attending.

Thursday, March 22, 2001 THE WESTER Page5 .

‘Historical Society to feature Webb exec

. By Beth Carlino -

"The Sun Cities: From Boom
to Boomers" will be the featured
- presentation at the annual Spring
- meeting of the Sun Cities Area
* Historical society on Wednesday,
. April ‘4. John Waldron, director
of public and community rela-
tions for the Del Webb Corpora-
~ tion, will reveal how lessons
learned during the development

of Sun City impacted Sun City |

West, and how its growth affect-
. ed planning for Sun City Grand.
He will also share the results of a
‘major survey recently conducted

by Del Webb Corp. to determine

the "baby boomers" expectations

for retirement and their 1mpact
: on our future.

- The meeting will be held at the

Commumty Services Center,

' - 14465 R. H. Johnson Blvd., Sun

Clty West ‘across from the

Kuentz Rec. Center. There will -

be light refreshments at 1 p.m.,
followed by the program at 1:30

p.m. The meeting is free. Dona- |

tions, however will beapprec1at-
od; <,

The pubhc is, mv1ted but seat-
ing is limited. Call in your reser-
vation by April 1 at.975-1815 or
584-0323. Leave your name,
phone number, and number at-
tending. .

* The Sun Cities Area Hlstoncal ‘
Society is a non-profit, educa-

tional organization which seeks

‘to collect, preserve, and present
the hlstory of our area. Member-

ship is open to all, For further
information, contact Ed Allen
975-1815. -




SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL'SOCIETY

ANNUAL SPRING MEETING
Wednesday, April 4, 2001

“THE SUN CITIES: FROM BOOM TO BOOMERS”

How experience and expectations have shaped the Sun Cities

Speaker: John Waldron
Director of Public & Community Relations, Del Webb Corp.

The Del Webb Corp. is not only the nation’s leading developer of
adult communities, but a leading researcher of future retirees. Mr.
Waldron will share lessons learned from the past, as well as, the
results of research on “baby boomers” expectations for the future.

Light Refreshments at 1:00 pm, Program at 1:30 pm.
Donations Appreciated
SUN CITY WEST COMMUNITY SERVICE CENTER
14465 R.H. Johnson Boulevard
Across from the Kuentz Recreation Center

Public Welcome! Seating Limited -- Reservations by April 1
Call (623) 975-1815 or (623) 584-0323
Please leave name, phone and number attending

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
A non-profit educational organization dedicatedto
collecting, preserving and presenting the history of our area.
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SILVER
ANNIVERSARY:

- Group wants to
publish
community history
in time for

- celebration

BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

When Sun City West turns
25 on Feb. 19, 2003, resi-
dents hope to note the silver
anniversary with a book
detailing the community's
first quarter of a century.

That's what happened in
Sun City back in 1985 with
the publication of the 272-
page paperback titled “Jubi-

lee: The 25th Anniversary of

Sun City. Arizona.”

Jane Freeman and Glenn
Sanberg were the principal
authors of the Sun City book.

"It was a hell of a lot of

work,” Freeman recalled this
week. “But if they have this
much of a head start on the
Sun City West effort, and can
get people interested in the
project, they can do it.”

Ed Allen knows that: “Be-
fore there can be a book. con-
siderable historical research
needs to be completed.”

Allen, a board member at
the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society, is one one of those
spearheading the search for
Sun City West information.

“While we don't yet know
what a committee might be

planning to celebrate the

cal Society wants to publish.

25th anniversary, we do
know that we'd iike to get the
book out” that year. Allen
said. "We'd like to document
the community’s history, and
we'll need help from  resi-
dents, [rom the Pionecrs,
from those who have records
and memories.”

Ground was broken lor
Sun City West Feb. 19, 1978.

It was to be a continuation of

the highly successful and
then almost-complete Sun
City.

MULL]E J. HOPPES/D
Ed Allen is looking for help gathering Sun City
West history for a book the Sun Cities Histori-

Pioneers
are those
who moved
into Sun
City West in
its first two
years, 1978
and 1979.

“It's a
club that
once had a
thousand
members,”
Allen said.
“But with
deaths and
people mov-
ing away,
they're down
to about
OOy Tirs
somewhat
amazing that
although
they have
good docu-

their own
N meetings,
they have

AILY NEW

very little
background
Vi Vi s vl -

community.

“We want to contact all the
clubs, all the community
organizations, the churches,
the service groups, and ask
them to start thinking about
their history so they can
make a contribution- to us
that will be included in the
bigger book.”

The book group, which
doesn’t yet have a name, also
is seeking an endorsement
for its effort from both the
Recreation Centers of Sun
City West and the Sun City

mentation of

Daily News-Sun ¢ Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2001

seeks book help

West Property Owners and
Residents Association, two
early organizations.

Del Webb Corp. built both
Sun City, with about 25,000
dwelling units, and Sun City
West, with about 18,000. The
company now is developing
Sun City Grand in Surprise,
as well as other Sun City
active-adult retirement com-
munities in several states.

People interested in help-
ing need not be historians or
researchers, Allen said, “just
interested folks, maybe who
can write. What's best are the
contacts, the idea that they
may know where to go or who
to ask” about some early
developments.

Freeman said the Sun City
book, “Jubilee,” was written
with a lot of informal help
from Del Webb Corp.

“They were under orders to
clean out the junk in the
main office, and they literally
emptied Sun City's history
into the trash bins.” she said.
“We grabbed that stuff up,
and it took almost a year to
sort it all out and make sense
of it.”

That situation isn't likely
to recur, so the Sun City
West effort will be more work,
she said.

Allen is a part-time resi-
dent of Sun City West, he
said. His family still lives in
Wisconsin seven months of
the year. But interested resi-
dents can reach him now at
975-1815, or his colleague
Phyllis Street, also a Histori-
cal Society board member, at
584-0323, - for details or to
volunteer.



Webb

CHANGES AFOOT:
Regional director
of public relations
details poll, plans
to Historical
Society members

JEANNE WINOGRAD
DAILY NEWS-SUN .

Del Webb Corp.’s recent
findings about Baby
Boomers, born between 1946
and 1964, may reveal as
much about the company’s
strategic direction as it does
about the needs and wants of
that generation.

From A1

name; Waldron said Webb
has had to contend with ste-
reotypes that the Sun Cities
are “too old, too hot and too
regimented.” He said people
change their mind on this
stereotype when they visit
Sun City Grand — tradition-
ally while on vacation.

Operations are changing
as well, with Del Webb plan-
ning to charge service fees up
front when people purchase a
home. And although volunta-
rism is still important in Sun
City Grand — as it is in the
first two Sun Cities, the vol-
unteers are changing.

“The face ol (voluntarism)

adjusts to market

The nationally conducted
survey compares housing
needs and other views of 500
potential homebuyers aged
55 and older — Webb calls
them “Zoomers” — and 500
aged 37, the tail end of the
Boomer pack.

“Del Webb Corp. is plan-
ning more joint ventures with
other builders, not continu-
ing to build 4,000- to 7,000-
acre properties (such as Sun
City and Sun City West) in
the future, which doesn't
bring back a return to share-
holders,” said John Waldron,
regional director of public
relations for Del Webb Corp.

Waldron spoke Wednesday

Historical Society. He later
qualified his remark that the
company intends to tweak its
concepts, as it has with
changes made to the Sun
City concept as it transi-
tioned into Sun City West
and Sun City Grand — and
now Anthem in North
Phoenix.

“Anthem country-club
communities are growing; the
Bodine property (being con-
sidered in the West Valley)
would be a country-club
model,” Waldron said.

Anthem is a $100 million
investment, the fastest-
growing division for the com-

pany, and an example of-

to the Sun Cities Area

is changing,” Waldron said.
“The interests of (those living
in) Sun City Grand are not
for a PRIDES group.”

Among other findings, the
survey revealed Boomers are:

©® The largest segment of
the population — currently
76.7 million, with the highest
annual disposable income —
averaging $22,250.

® Technologically savvy,
retiring earlier, refusing to
quit and demanding chal-
lenges in their retirement
years.

Similarities between older
and younger Boomers are
that they:

® Redefine retirement by
perceiving it as a mid-life

future smaller communities

event.

@ Will not think of them-
selves as old for another 20
years.

@ Long for no debt and an
empty nest.

@ Are concerned about the
breakdown of the family.

@ Will not engage in cos-

metic surgery.

@ Want more religious and
spiritual devotion in their
lives.

® Want simplicity and are
willing to downsize for it.

Waldron said 62 percent of
“Zoomers” will continue to
work 20 hours a week, 25
percent will go back to
school, 90 percent will be
happy in retirement, and 85

— many of them housing
families rather than seniors.

Joint ventures and stand-
alone properties also are on
the company’s radar screen.
Coventry Homes, purchased
by Webb, is an example.

And while the Sun City
name is recognized as a
national brand in housing,
Waldron said Webb's recent
findings are pushing the
company to consider transi-
tioning its famous brand to
another name, such as
Anthem or Terravita.

The possible change is
related to negative connota-
tions with the Sun City

See Poll shows, A5

percent are more financially
prepared for retirement than
were their parents — many ol
whom may not have had a
retirement.

Del Webb originated the
active-retirement concept
with Sun City in 1960, fol-
lowed by Sun City West in
1978 and Sun City Grand in
1997. The company now has
11 active-living communities,
two country-club communi-
ties and two family-oriented
communities. It has devel-
oped in eight major markets
in Arizona, California, Neva-
da, Texas, Illinois, Florida
and South Carolina.

Jeanne Winograd can be
reached at jwinograd
@aztrib.com or 876-2532.
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STEVE CHERNEK/DAILY NEWS-SUN
The Bell Road entrance to Sun City Grand in this file photo
may bear a nationally recognized name, but Del Webb Corp. is
ready to replace it with something like “Anthem” or “Terravi-
ta.” John Waldron. regional director of public relations, said
the company has had to contend with stereotypes that the Sun
Cities are “too old, too hot and too regimented.”
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‘ Groui:f? works to coinplle

'.vest’s hlstory

gcted in time for: -
th anmversary celebrat:lon

h‘g‘.‘?“ .“ ( .-‘ L
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j‘commumty’s 25

A M deiy A T l.—hil

By JEREMY PEARLMAN
Independent Newspapers {

4] fanip .’

Although the: celebratlon ‘of Sun

City West’s 25th, anniversary is still -
nearly two years away, the Sun

*Cities Area Historical Soclety has
' already begun the process of creat-

_mg a book to gocumen& the ,lugtory
. wof: the commumty‘A-,bqg .Ed

,‘:‘rh" 25m A,m{i\}ers ' less

.&4

the pro;ect now¢I

, “Allen said.

- than two ‘years away, and we > need to
.. find people mSun Cneres}-to start-
- diff cult 5

L&
the book’s’ creatxon “We need vol-

unteers 'of different types,” M.

A “We need volunteers
who like to interview. We need oth-" ¢
ers who will transcribe or type up
notes ... and we need writers.”

' 'The book, sponsored by the Sun
Cities Area Historical Society,' will

trace the, community’s’ evolution
from before its groundbreaking .on

11978,

Feb. 13, through current

| < issues that may have a far-reaching

affect on the community’s future.

g r“Roughly 1,000 residents moved

in during the first two"years and
formed an ‘organization called the
Pioneers. As they leave us, some’

Ci- . history is.leaving as well,” said Mr.

- SUN-CITY WEST INDEPENDENT

- . Allen, ‘who estimates there are -

sllghtly more than 300 pioneers stnll

_See W HISTORY, Page 5

AB,RIL4 10, 2001 i R
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hvmg in Sun Clty West

. Jane Freeman co-authored a sim-
1lar project for Sun' City’s 25th
.Anmversary The Sun City resident
has -been_ reemxted to ass1st this

angels feared to

" One of the ways Ms. Freeman . .
will help in this project will be to,:

“explain some of the things :that

happened to us and some ofthe
- problems: we encountered.” She-
will also try to locate and to talk to
' peoplé: originally involved in¢ the"
*" behind-the-scenes creatlon of I
commumty

"0323 i nbitseT

~Once completed, the hlstory w1ll

"be available for - resxdents to pur-,

chase from the historical society.
For 'more information about the

project, to ‘submit any early photo-

graphs of the creation of Sun City

*. West or.to volunteer, call Ed Allen ./

at 975- 1815 or Phylhs Street at 584—_;

¢4l ) YOI BN ",
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Sun City' historian
speaks to society

The keynotg address of the Sun
Cities Area HiS$torical Society’s fall
membership meeting on Nov. 14

Daily News-Sun @ Thursday, Oct. 18, 2001
~ Historical Society reopens

The Sun Cities Historical Soci- e g : g on

ety, 10801 Oakmont, has ‘évil(l)ﬁfhvr}]g Early History and
d its open hours for the -0l Sun City Merchants.

§aelslume " The luncheon meeting, open to

g ; the public, begins at 11:30 a.

HO,‘I{II;S aé'e n&w 1:3}? ;‘0,3;;0 b at the West Vaglley Art Musezzlrlrﬁl '
p.m. Tuesday throu riday. 17420 A »
museum is in a house that has prise. venue of the Arts, Sur
the distinction of being the first \ Jane Freeman, communit
model home built by Del Webb leader and co-author of %’E‘byuee i
Corp. Along with four others, it a history of the original Sun Cit}; .
was first shown on Jan. 1, 1960. | from its inception in 1960 to

The rooms hold memorabilia | 1985, will be the guest speaker. A
and displays featuring the four i limited number of the newly
decades of Sun City history and revised and illustrated edition of

“Del Webb: A Man, A Company,”

Special tours can be arranged will be for sale at $25 per book.
' Reservations are required by

by appointment. For information, . ; :
ey < vy Friday. Tickets are $15, made
payable to SCAHS, 10801 Oak-
mont Drive, Sun City AZ 85351,
Call 584-0323 or 974-2565 for
information. ,

the early years of Sun City West.

NOV. 7-13, 2001, 2001
SUN CITY WEST INDEPENDENT

Historical society

plans fall meeting
* “The Early History and
Growth of Sun City Merchants”
will be the keynote talk of the
Sun Cities Area Historical
Society’s fall membership meet-

ing Nov. 14.
- Guest  speaker is Jane
Freeman, co-author of

“Jubilee,” a history of Sun City
published in 1985.

The event begins with a
luncheon at 11:30 a.m. at the
West Valley Art Museum, 17420
N. Avenue of the Arts, Surprise.

Cost is $15. Reservations:
584-0323 or 974-2565 by Nov.
9.
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, You are invited e
To the

Annual Fall Membership Meeting
of the

Sun Cities Area Historical Society
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Wednesday, November 14, 2001
11:30 a.m. Social Luncheon 12:00 Noon

&Y

West Valley Art Museum
114 th Ave. at Bell Road
Surprise, AZ

Featuring the Early History of the Local
Meichants

in Sum City and Growth of the Business
Commumnity

Presented by Mrs. Jane Freeman
Co Author of Jubilee, 25th Anniversary of Sun City, AZ

S .
a3
=
=y

: @iagse  Luncheon Tickets: $15.00 Served by Classic Catering
i Reservations required by Friday, Nov. 9
Make Checks to : SCAHS
10801 Oakmont Dr., Sun City, AZ 85351 b
(623) 974-2568
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Sun City Areas Museum
and Historical Society

Everyone talks about how time flies but do youknow
what has happoncd in Sun City as time has been
flying during the last forty years?

A visit to the Sun City Areas Museum and Historical
Society could help to explain what has happened
and how Sun City came into being from just an idea to the finest
senior retirement community, not only in the United States, but the
world. Sun City is an unincorporated, self-governed community,
guided by the Homeowners Association and the Recreation Centers
of Sun City, Inc. with no political parties to create schisms among
our citizens.

The Sun City Arcas Musceum and Historical Society is located next
to the Oakmont Recreation Center at 10801 Qakmont Dr. in the first
home built in Sun City. Volunteer staff can provide you with
considerable information about the museum.

Time goes by, things change like the seasons and history is made
daily. Events of today are the history of tomorrow. Whether we real-
ize it or not, we are making history today. Visiting and volunteering
for the Historical Society may peak your interests as well as help to
preserve our past for those future citizens of our community who
are yet to come.
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JOY'LAMBERT/DAILY NEWS-SUN

Jane Freeman stands outside the old Safeway building on the southwest corner of 107th ang Grand Avenues in
Sun City. The building in Grand Center has been remodeled into Freed’s Furniture for All, opening soon.

HISTORICAL -
SOCIETY: Volunteer
historian offers
pictorial ‘then and
now’ Wednesday

JEANNE WINOGRAD
DAILY NEWS-SUN

With a steady flow of newcomers
calling Sun City home, there are few
residents here who remember what

" ago.

But an ‘opportunity to learn
about the community’s past is com-
ing soon. Jane Freeman, who
recently completed research into
Sun City's past, will present her
findings Wednesday at the West Val-
ley Art Museum in Surprise during
the Sun Cities Area Historical Soci-
ety’s: annual fall membership
meeting.

OvEr

the commumty looked hke 40 years.

LOOKING BACK

STEVE CHERNEK/DAILY NEWS-SUN

All that remains of Del Webb's Kings Inn, seen below in a file photo, is the
name of the shopping center at 107th and Grand avenues, now occupied

by fast-food restaurants,

shops and a supermarket.



Freeman will use a series of 1961
photos contrasted with 2001 photos
of the same locations in this presen-
tation titled “Early History of Local
Sun City Merchants and Growth of
the Business Community.”

Freeman, who works as a volun-
teer historian with the historical
society and who co-authored “Jubi-
lee: The 25th Anniversary of Sun
City, Arizona,” said' she began the
business-history project because the
society had not
subject. _

“Jubilee,” with co-writer’ Glenn
Sanberg, was published in 1984.
The Book is available for $5 from the
historical society. .

“Del Webb'’s Hiway House is. now
a Fry’s Supermarket at 107th and
Grand,” said Freeman. “Not long
after Hiway House opened, it
changed to Del Webb's Kings Inn.
Motel units were added but they're
all gone now. King's Inn was very
popular.”

_Efforts at preserving historic
buildings in -the area have been
challenging, she added.

“A predecessor to Fry’s promised
to build around King's Inn, but a
year later, King's Inn was gone,”
Freeman said. '

In the center at the southwest

corner of 107th and Grand avenues,
an old Safeway has been remodeled
in}o the new Freed's Furnishings for
(AL . .
“It's now Grand Center,” Freeman
-said. “Greenway Drugs and st
National Bank also were on that
corner. In the early days, they had
big parties when opening new stores
in that addition.” :

In “Jubilee,” Freeman and San-
berg said this of Del Webb’s initial
plan: “The availability of businesses
and services was one of the primary
concerns. The first business

yet covered the - |

established in the newly (leveioped-

shopping center (now Grand Center)
was the Safeway Supermarket. It
had opened on Dec. 31, 1959, the
day before the public first viewed
Webb’s model homes. The new mar-
ket was a spacious store covering

14,400 square feet, with wide aisles

and shelves laden with a fine selec-
tion of staple and fancy groceries.” ..

In her presentation, Freeman
points to old ads such as those

touting a one-pound can of Butter-
nut coffee for 49 cents and pack--

ages of hot dogs for 10 cents.
To conduct her research on the

‘first businesses in Sun City, Free-

man said she used the Daily News-
Sun’s morgue, where past issues
are stored. :

“ pulled out a lot of information,”
she said. “Sears Catalog store
closed in February 1993. We've seen

DAILY NEWS-SUN

a lot of businesses come and go and .
not be replaced. A lot were what we
call the ‘mom 'm’ pop’ stores. Some
were run by people who'd retired.
here.”

Freeman said the historical soci-
ety has benefitted whenever Del
Webb Corp. has cleaned house,
often gaining precious photos that
become historically: significant.- Del

- Webb Corp. is now The Del Webb

Group of Pulte Homes. .

“With the Pulte merger, we've got-
ten 10 big cartons and 12 scrap-
books, because, again, Del Webb is
cleaning out,” Freeman said.

The annual fall membership
meeting and luncheon of the Histor-
ical Society starts at 11:30 a.m. The

ublic ‘is invited. For reservations,
call 974-2568. :

Jeanne Winograd can be reached
at jwinograd@aztrib.com or
876-2532. - ° 3




Freeman will use a series of 1961
photos contrasted with 2001 photos
of the same locations in this presen-
tation titled “Early History of Local
Sun City Merchants and Growth of
the Business Community.”

Freeman, 'who works as a volun-
teer historian with the historical
society and who co-authored “Jubi-
lee: The 25th Anniversary of Sun
City, Arizona,” said' she began the
business-history project because the

society had not yet covered the -

subject. _

“Jubilee,” with co-writer' Glenn
Sanberg, was published in 1984.
The book is available for $5 from the
historical society. .

“Del Webb'’s Hiway House is. now
a Fry's Supermarket at 107th and
Grand,” said Freeman. “Not long
after Hiway House opened, it
changed to Del Webb’s Kings Inn.
Motel units were added but they're
all gone now. King’s Inn was very
popular.”

_Efforts at preserving historic
buildings in -the area have been
challenging, she added.

“A predecessor to Fry’s promised
{ to build around King's Inn, but a
year later, King's Inn was gone,”
Freeman said. ‘

In the center at the southwest

corner of 107th and Grand avenues,
an old Safeway has been remodeled
into the new Freed's Furnishings for
All

“It's now Grand Center,” Freeman
-said. “Greenway Drugs and 1st
National Bank also were on that
corner. In the early days, they had
big parties when opening new stores
in that addition.” .

In “Jubilee,” Freeman and San-
berg said this of Del Webb's initial
plan: “The availability of businesses
and services was one of the primary
concerns. The first business

established in the newly cleveioped

shopping center (now Grand Center)
was the Safeway Supermarket. It
had opened on Dec. 31, 1959, the
day before the public first viewed
Webb’s model homes. The new mar-
ket was a spacious store covering

14,400 square feet, with wide aisles |

and shelves laden with a fine selec-
tion of staple and fancy groceries.” ..

In her presentation, Freeman
points to old ads such as those

touting a one-pound can of Butter-
nut coffee for 49 cents and pack--

ages of hot dogs for 10 cents.
To ‘conduct her research on the

‘first businesses in Sun City, Free-

man said she used the Daily News-
Sun's morgue, where past issues
are stored. - : ;
“I pulled out a lot of information,
she said. “Sears Catalog store
closed in February 1993. We've seen

- Webb Corp. is now

DAILY NEWS-SUN

a lot of businesses come and go and .
not be replaced. A lot were what we
call the ‘mom 'n’ pop’ stores. Some
were run by people who'd retired.
here.”

Freeman said the historical soci-
&Sy has benefitted whenever Del

ebb Corp. has cleaned house,
often gaining precious photos that
become historically significant.- Del
e Del Webb
Group of Pulte Homes. i

“With the Pulte merger, we've got-
ten 10 big cartons and 12 scrap-
books, because, again, Del Webb is
cleaning out,” Freeman said.

The annual fall membership
meeting and luncheon of the Histor-
ical Society starts at 11:30 a.m. The

ublic is invited. For reservations,
call 974-2568.

Jeanne Winograd can be reached

at jwinograd@aztrib.com or

876-2532.
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OPEN HOUSE
SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL

SOCIETY
10801 OAKMONT DR. SUN CITY

MARCH 30  9:00 - 2:00p.m.

AO0O R

SEE SOUVENIRS OF THE PAST
SOME FOR SALE SOME FOR FREE

Tickets on sale for a drawing of two historical books:
Along the Old Vulture Road

By Al Tudor (A
Del Webb, A Man, A Company \(O »
Revised Edition )




- opens door to past

Daily News-Sun ® Friday, March 22, 2002

SC Historical Society

The Sun Cities Area Historical
Society will host a free open
house from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
March 30.

.The Historical Society is
housed in the first home that Del
Webb built, at 10801 Oakmont
Drive, Sun City.

The community is invited to the
open house.

Special presentations are
planned to tell visitors about the
early stories of the Sun Cities.
Drawings will be held for the
books “Del Webb: A Man, A Com-
pany,” and “Along the Old Vulture
Road” by local author Al Tudor.

Souvenirs of the past will be on
display; some will be for sale
while others will be free.

For information, call 974-2568

or 584-0323.
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Community News

Historical Society

slates open house
The Sun Cities Area
“Historical Society will conduct
an open house 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

ch 30.
Mz’ilfhe society’s headquarters
are located in the very first home
" built in Sun City by the Del
Webb, Corp., at 10801 Oakmont
ve. .

DrlSouvenirs of the past will be
on display. Presentations that
will tell the story of the Sun
Cities are planned throughout

the event.
Call 974-2568 or 584-0323.
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Historical society

FUN FAIR: Open house coincided
with Oakmont Rec Center event

. JOHN SOKOLICH

DAILY NEWS-SUN

When Sun City was first
started, the house that is
home to the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society cost
$8,500.

The house on Oakmont
Drive was the first model
home Del Webb Corp.
showed potential buyers
considering moving to the
first-of-its-kind retirement
community. Saturday after-
noon, the house was shown
to any resident wishing to
look inside. ‘

“We've had a modest but
steady stream of people
coming through here today,”
said Connie McMillin, presi-
dent of the society. “We're
open four days a week and
by appointment, and we've
had people from all over the
world call us for information
about Sun City.”

The historical society
opened its doors Saturday
to coincide with the Oak-
mont Recreation Center's
Fun Fair taking place down
tilte - Street. ~Tilie: steady
stream of visitors could look

through archived articles
written about the Sun Cities
as well as oral histories of
some of Sun City's first
residents.

“We were lucky to get
some of the oral histories,”

" said the society’s Jane Free-

man. “We have a lot of
records and displays dating
back to when Sun City was
first started.”

For Ken Potter of Sun
City, the historical society
plots a road map of his time
in the community.

“T've been living here for
the past 31 years,” he said.
“The changes happen so
slowly that you don't really
see it until you look back at
some of these things.”

Potter said when he first
moved to Sun City, the area
was sparsely populated,
with the surrounding com-
munities nothing more than
small towns.

“Cotton fields,” he said,
“that's what was around
here. I remember seeing
them go a little at a time.”

The society, though. pro-
vides a lot more than just
stirring memories for

A3

residents.

McMillin said. the Sun
Cities were founded based
upon an active lifestyle,
something unheard of
across the country that
remains unheard of in other
countries still.

“The government didn't
tell people to come here,
they just did,” she said.
“They came down here for
an active lifestyle and based
their work on the help of
volunteers.”

STEVE CHERNEK/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Sun City’s Harold Bryan peruses exhibits about the commu-
nity’s past at Saturday’s Sun Cities Area Historical Society
open house.

Del Webb was once
quoted as saying he could
build houses, but the people

make the community,
McMillin said.
“And the SunCities

proved that,” she said. “With
everything from the PRIDES
to the volunteers at the hos-
pitals and schools, volun-
teers are doing things that
in other countries are
ordered by their
government.”

McMillin said Asian coun-
tries are the most prominent
to call the society for

provides perspective

research on Sun City, and
she attributed the interest
to the centuries of respect
those countries have for
their elders.

“The community is so dif-
ferent than what they have
in the other countries,” she
said. “The community is not
the older person sitting in a
rocking chair dispensing
their wisdom, it's retired
people getting out and stay-
ing active.”

For those who missed
Saturday’'s open house, the
Sun Cities Area Historical
Society is open 1:30 to 3:30
p-m. Tuesdays through Fri-
days. Its annual spring
meeting is scheduled for 1
p.m. April 10 at the Sun
City West Community Ser-
vices Building, 14465 R.H.
Johnson Blvd. in Sun City
West. The meeting will fea-
ture Melanie Sturgeon, an
Arizona archivist wfio will
present “Oral History and
Archives: Windows to the
Past.”

The event is free and
open to the public, but res-
ervations are requested by
Sunday by calling 584-0323
or 974-2568.

John Sokolich can be
reached at 876-2526 or
jsokolich@aztrib.com.
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THE SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO OUR
Aunaal Spring Meeting
Featuning

MHelavnie SMW
Anégona State /nehiviot
tresenting

ORAL HISTORY AND ARCHIVES:
WINDOWS TO THE PAST

- Wednesday, April 10, 2002
Light Refreshments 1:00 Program: 1:30 p.m.

Sun City West Community Services Bldg.
14465 R. H. Johnson Blvd., Sun City West

Public Welcome! Reservations by April 7
Call (623) 584-0323 or (623) 974-2568

Please leave name, phone no., and number attending

2
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Historical Society
sets summer hours

The Sun Cities Area Historical
Society, 10801 Oakmont Drive,
Sun City, has announced sum-
mer hours. :

Beginning Saturday, the soci-
ety will be open from 10 a.m. to
noon Friday and Saturday, or by
appointment. The schedule will
continue through August.

Regular hours — 1:30 to 3:30
p.m. Tuesday through Friday —
will resume Sept. 1.

The historical society is housed
in the first model home built by
Del Webb Corp. in 1959. It was
open for viewing, along with four
other model homes, at the grand
opening of Sun City on Jan. 1,
1960. It now houses the museum,
which has exhibits on the history
of Sun City and Sun City West.
Records from the communities
are being preserved as a reposi-
tory for research on the retire-
ment communities.

For information, call 974-2568
or 584-0328.
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G SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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AL

Cordially invites you
to the Fall Membership Luncheon

A
X

e Wednesday, November 13, 2002

West Valley Art Museum
17420 North Avenue of the Arts
between the Sun Cities, north of Bell Rd.

Social time 11:30 Luncheon 12:00
$15.00 per person

SPEAKER: Jean Reynolds, Curator I, at the
AZ State Historical Society, Tempe ' '

SUBJECT: Home Builders & Home Shows

Taking a look at some of the home builders in the Valley in the
' 1950's and 1960's,
remembering some of the gimmicks they used in
their marketing methods to entice the buyers!

Luncheon catered by Classic Cafe. (Roast Beef with Gravy, Herb
. Roasted New Potatoes, Green Beans Almondine, Tossed Green ¢ »
%, Salad, Carrot Cake, Iced Tea Ambrosia or Coffee.) :

' - Reservations required by Nov. 4. Please send your check to: " &

- SCAHS 10801 Oakmont Dr., Sun City, AZ 85351
(623) 974-2568

v
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' @ The Sun Cities Area
Historical Society is featur-
ing a display of Sun City
Christmas cards for the holi-
days

' The cards, many of which
unfold into 3D displays, were
given by Del Webb to early

residents to send to family "
and friends. Cards from

1960, the first year, to 1969,
the last year they were
issued, can be viewed at the
society, 10801 Oakmont
Drive. Extras of some of the. !
later cards are available for
sale.: ;.-
~ Also available for saJe are :

copies of “Del Webb: A Man, " g
A Company,” by Margaret
Finnerty, and “Along the Old
Vulture Road,” by local
author Al Tudor, Both books
recount the history of the
 area and would make nice.

. holiday gifts for history, buffs.

‘The society is open to the
public from1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday. Pri-
vate tours also are avaflable '

- by appointment. For informa-
tion, call 974~ 2568 or 584- :
0323 HELEE T

Holiday trifold
cards and
,  other greet-
§ .+ings given.by.
.+ Del Webb
- Corp. to resi-
“r7dents of Sun
- City to send .
“to friends and
family to pro-
“'mote the -
retlrement
commumty ,
are on display
at the Sun
- Cities Art
Museum. . -

CHARLES WADE/DAILY NEWS-SUN
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Historical Sun City Xmas Card display

The Sun Cities Area Historical
Society is featuring a display of
Sun City Xmas cards for the
holidays. The cards were given
by Del Webb to early Sun City
residents to send to family and
friends.

Cards from 1960—the very
first card—to 1969 the last card
in the series—can be viewed at
the Society. Extras of some of

the later cards are available for
sale.

Also available for sale are cop-
ies of the books "Del Webb: A
Man, A Company" by Margaret
Finnerty and "Along the Old
Vulture Road" by local author Al
Tudor. Both books recount the
history of the area and make nice

See XMAS, Page B3

XMAS: Card display,
from Pagg BI

holiday gifts for t.hat "history
puff’ on your gift list.

So put a little history In your
holiday and come 10 the Sun
Cities Area Historical Society at
10801 Oakmont Drive, the first
model home built by Del Webb.
View the early Xmas card dis-
play, hear the stories of the Sun
Cites and purchase some souve-
nlr$h<a Society is open to the pub-
lic 1:30-3:30 p.m. Tuesday
through Friday. Or you can

schedule a private tour if you
like: 974-2568 or 584-0323.
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Early Christmas cards on display
Historical Society features cards for the 1960s

For Sun City residents
who like to wax nostalgic, a
visit to the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society, 10801
Oakmont Drive, is a must.
On display there are Christ-
mas cards from the 1960s,
given by Del Webb Develop-
ment Co. to early Sun City
residents to send to family
and friends.

The cards, dating from
1960 to 1969, may be viewed
by the public 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Tuesday-Friday. Extra copies
of some of the latter cards
may be purchased as well.
Private tours are available by
calling 974-2568 or 5‘84-
0323. The Sun Cities Area
Historical Society is located
in the first model home built

by Del Webb, which is a little
historical fact in itself.

The society also has two
historical books about Sun
City available as stocking
stuffers or holiday gifts. “Del
Webb: A Man, A Company,”
by Margaret Finnerty and
“Along the Old Vulture
Road,” by local author Al
Tudor may be purchased.



Sun Cities Area Historical Society

Ever wonder just how Del Webb’s Sun Cities began? Find out at
the Sun Cities Area Historical Society, located at 10801 Oakmont
Drive. The Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to
collecting,
preserving, and
| presenting the
¥ history of the

~ Sun Cities. The
society is housec
in the first
model home
built by the Del
Webb

¢ Corporation.

+o Visit the
carefully
designed
exhibits, and
chronicle the history of the “sister cities” — Sun City and Sun City
West. The exhibits trace more than 40 years of history and feature
many of Sun City’s well-known clubs and organizations. This
year the society also will feature an exhibit for the 25th
anniversary of Sun City West.

Oakmont Community Center - Circa 1960 Photo Courtesy of
Sun Cities Area Historical Society

Sun City-related books also are for sale at the Society. Available
books include:

* Jubilee, a book celebrating the 25th Anniversary of Sun City

* Along the Old Vulture Road, by local author Al Tudor

* Del Webb, the Man, the Company, by Margaret Finnerty

* Sun City West Silver Celebration: The First Twenty-Five
Years, the newly published 25-year history of Sun City West

For a peek into the past, and for a greater appreciation of Del
Webb’s innovative concept of “active retirement communities,”
come visit the Sun Cities Area Historical Society. The Society is
open Tuesday through Friday from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

For more information, please call 623 974-2568.

Mark Your Calendar ...

On April 9, the Sun Cities Area Historical Society will hold the
Annual Spring Meeting at 1 p.m. at the Community Services
Building in Sun City West. The guest speaker for the event will be
Don Tuffs, former Vice President of Public Affairs and
Community Relations at DEVCO (The Del E. Webb Development
Company). Tuffs made arrangements for many celebrities at the
Sundome over the years. His talk will take you on a behind the
scenes adventure and enlighten you on everything you ever
wanted to know about the Sundome.

SUN VIEWS - RECREATTION Cemters of 'Sun CHiEy
March 2003
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Preserving istory

The new 2003 officers of the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society are, from left, Virginia Simmons, secretary; Jane
Freeman, president; Paul Graff, vice president; Don Seigel,
treasurer; and David Verble, assistant treasurer. The Sun
Cities Area Historical Society is a non-profit, educational
organization dedicated to collecting, preserving and pre-
senting the history of the Sun Cities. It is located at 10801
Oakmont Drive , Sun City, in the first model home built by
Del Webb. Open hours are 1:30-3:30 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday. Free admission, donations welcome. Call 974-
2568. '
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Sun Cities Historical Society to
Host Annual Open House

The Sun Cities Historical Society will host their annual Open
House Saturday, February 22, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

This year’s Open House will include stories and exhibits of the
sister cities: Sun City and Sun City West. Sun City West’s 25th
Anniversary officially begins on February 15, so special exhibits
at the Society will chronicle Sun City West from its inception in
1978 to the present.

Early residents, many of whom are members of the Pioneers Club
of Sun City West, will be on hand to recall their first days in the
community and regale you with accounts of some of their more
memorable adventures.

Of special note at the Open House, will be the sale of the newly
published SUN CITY WEST Silver Celebration The First 25 Years,
which is a history book about the community. Several Society
board members are on the history book committee that worked
for the past two years to complete the book. Proceeds from the
sale of the book will benefit the Society.

Also available for sale, will be the books; Del Webb, A Man, A
Company by Margaret Finnerty and Along the Old Vulture Road by
local author Al Tudor. Both books recount the rich history of the
area and are nice gifts for “history buffs” or as coffee table
conversation pieces.

So mark your calendar for February 22 — the birthday of our first
president — and a day for you to come to the Sun Cities
Historical Society’s Open House. Come out and learn the history
of Del Webb’s fabulous Sun Cities.

The Open House will be on the same day as the Oakmont
Recreation Center Fun Fair, located next door to the Historical
Society. The Fun Fair will be the first of the 2003 Spring Fun Fair
series.



Documenting 25 years of SCW

On February 15, 1978, ground was officially broken for the new community
of Sun City West. Twenty-four years have sped by, and the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society is sponsoring a committee to document the history of Sun
City West. Committee members ata recent meeting are (top, l.tor.) Chair. Ed
Allen, Larry Carlino, Don Schmidt, Eleanor Anderson, Jo Ruck and John
Larson. Front (l. to r.) are Judy Schoeberle, Phyllis Street, Barbara Brozman,
Dee Balaker and Betty Stoneking. Other members not shown are: Louie
Coor, Jane Freeman, Dee Hjermstad, Barbara Griggs, Elaine McCralth-
Anderson, Maxme R:fﬁl Jan Schmidt and Mary Silvis.

Thursday, February 7, 2002 THE WESTER Page 3
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Historical society opens house

STAFF REPORT

The Sun Cities Area His-
torical Society will host its
annual open house from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Feb. 22 at the
society, 10801 Oakmont Ave.

Oakmont Recreation Cen-
ter will have its annual Fun
Fair the same day, and both
events are free and open to
the community.

The open house, as
| always, will include stories

and exhibits of Sun City and
Sun City West. Sun City
West's 25th anniversary offi-
cially begins Feb. 15, so spe-
cial exhibits at the society will
chronicle that community
from its beginning in 1978 to
the present.

Early Sun City West resi-
dents, many of whom are
members of the Sun City
West Pioneers Club, will be
on hand to recall their first
days in the community and

some of their more memora-
ble adventures.

Of special note at the open
house will be the sale of the
newly published “Sun City
West Silver Celebration: The
First 25 Years,” a history
book about the community.
The book is under the aus-
pices of the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society.

Several society board
members are on the history
book committee that worked
for the past two years to com-
plete it. Proceeds from sales
of the book will benefit the
society.

Also available for sale will
be “Del Webb: A Man, A Com-
pany” by Margaret Finnerty;
“Along the Old Vulture Road”
by local author Al Tudor; and
“Jubilee,” a book commemo-
rating Sun City's 25th
anniversary.

All three books recount the

| rich history of the area and

serve as nice gifts for history
buffs or as coffee-table con-
versation pieces.



Open
House

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Date: February 22, 2003
Time: 9am-2pm

10801 Oakmont Drive
Sun City, Arizona

Meet the Authors
of the
History of Sun City West
Souvenirs of the Past

Meet the Pioneers of
Sun City West

Historical Books for Sale

Information: 623/974-2568
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he Sun Cities Area His-
torical Society elected
officers for 2003.

They are: Jane Free-
man, president; Paul Graff, vice
president; Don Seigel, treasurer;
David Verble, gssistant treasurer;
and Virginia Simmons, secretary.

The society, at 10801 Oakmont
Ave., is featuring Sun City West as
part of the
communi-
ty's 25th
anniver-
sary cele-
bration,
but also
features a
realm of
historical
material
-for Sun

Corp.’s first Sun
City home, is open
to the public from
1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday through
Friday. To arrange
a private tour of the
society for your
club or group, call
974-2568 or 584-
0323.

City, and
the area’s
early set-
tlements
as well.
The

organiza-
tion also

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society
officers for 2003 are: back row from left,
Virginia Simmons, secretary and Jane
Freeman, president; front from left, Paul
Graff, vice president; Don Seigel,
treasurer and David Verble, assistant

is having  treasurer,
an open
house
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday. The
public is invited.
The society is selling copies of

“Sun City West Silver Celebration:

The First 25 Years," a history book
about the community; as well as
“Del Webb: A Man, A Company” by
Margaret Finnerty; “Along the Old
Vulture Road” by local author Al
Tudor; and “Jubilee,” a book com-
memorating Sun City’s 25th anni-

versary.
The society, housed in Del Webb

Historical Society features SCW

at upcoming open house

;
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STEVE CHEHNEK/BAYLLY NEWS-SUN
Jane Freeman of the Sun Cities Area Historical Society, and Beverly Sherman of Sun City discuss the society’s headquarters

in Sun City’s first model home during an open house Saturday. Sherman said her home is the same model as the society
office.




Lizard Acres to Lush Qasis —
The History of Sun City West

history project begun two years ago under the auspices of the
Sun Cities Area Historical Society has resulted in an informative
new book: Sun City West Silve¥ Celebration-The First 25 Years

Twenty-four chapters span the quarter century in which Sun City
West has grown from “Lizard Acres” to lush oasis. Historical facts are
interspersed with personal anecdotes to liven the story. Early residents

will find much that will remind them of their "pioneering" years.
Recent residents will find a helpful and entertaining basis for under-
standing all that has gone into making Sun City West what it is today

In 2000, two Historical Society board members, Ed Allen and

Phyllis Street, initiated the project to document the 25-year history
of Sun City West. Volunteers were sought to help research, conduct
interviews and to write portions of the history. More than two
dozen people have worked on various stages of this project over
the past two years. Many others in the community have contributed and
have double-checked the material presented.

With more than 300 pages, the book contains 140 illustrations and a detailed index to help readers
quickly locate subjects or persons of interest to them. Typeface, type size and spacing, and margins were
carefully selected to make this as easy to read as possible. While many history works of similar scope and
size sell for $19.95 or more, this book is priced at only $12. For the convenience of residents, the book will
be on sale at the various events planned by the Sun City West Anniversary Committee.

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society is a non-
profit organization dedicated to collecting, organiz-
ing, preserving and displaying the history of the
nation's first truly successful adult communities -
the Sun Cities of Arizona. The Society is located at
10801 Oakmont Drive in Sun City and occupies the
first of the model homes introduced in 1960.

For more info, contact: Ed Allen 623-975-1815.

o ., 1Y
JANE FREEMAN, president of the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society Board, and Ed Allen, chair of the
SCW History Committee, hold a copy of the “Sun
City West Silver Celebration” book that has been
under development for the past two years.

SUN LIFE February March 200



SUN CITIES
AREA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

ANNOUNCES SALES
OF

SUN CITY WEST Silver Celebration
The First Twenty-five Years

$12 each
Cash or check, payable to:

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Available at:

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, INC.
10801 Oakmont Dr.
Sun City, Arizona 85351
623/974-2568

0 Sun City West, Arizona 85375
A 623/214-8629

{
j"t’.

o SUN CITY WEST VISITORS CENTER
L L .E;l. 13823 Camino del Sol
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Historical Society
plans spring meeting

STAFF REPORT

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society will
have its annual spring meeting at 1 p.m.
Wednesday, in the Quail Room of the Com-
munity Services Building, 14465 R.H.
Johnson Blvd., Sun City West.

The guest speaker will be Don Tuffs, former
vice president of public affairs and community
relations at DEVCO, the former Del E. Webb
Development Co. Tuffs also was a former
manager of the Sundome.

Several of Sun City West's early residents,
members of the Pioneers of Sun City West
Club, will be on hand. ‘

Some of Sun City West's
pioneering residents
include, from left, Dee
Balaker, Frances Decker,
Mary and Bill Silvis and
Theo Graham, shown in
the Sun Cities Area His-
torical Society, which is
featuring a special Sun
City West exhibit to cele-
brate the community’s
25th anniversary.

The society’s historical books will be on
sale, including the recently published Sun
City West history book. Reservations are
requested and can be made by calling the
society at 974-2568.

The society also is featuring a-special Sun
City West exhibit for the community’s 25th
anniversary this year. The public is welcome
to view the exhibit from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday in the society’s head-
quarters, 10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City.

Exhibits about Sun City also can be seen,
and historical books about both communities
can be purchased at the society.

SUBMITTED PHOTO



Historical Society
springs to meet
~ The public is invited to

the Sun Cities Area Histori- |

- cal Society’s annual spring
meeting at 1 p.m, April 9 in
the Quail Room of the Com-
munity Services Building,
14465 R.H. Johnson Blvd.,
Sun City West.

The guest speaker will be
Don Tuffs, former vice pres-
ident of public affairs and
community relations at

. DEVCO, the former Del E.

" Webb.Development Co.

- Tuffs also was a former '
manager of the Sundome. . :

Some of Sun City West's
early residents, members of
the Pioneers of Sun City
West Club, will be there.

The society's historical
books will be on sale, 3
including the recently pub-
lished Sun City West his-
tory book. Reservations are
requested and can be made
by calling at 974-2568.

»3
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‘has spring event
~ STAFF REPORT o R

_torical Society will hold its
‘annual spring meeting -at 1

pm. A ) ail |
; %oom o?’the Community Ser-
vices Building, 14465 R.H.

West.

‘dent “of public affairs ‘and

~was a former manager of the ‘
f Sundome: i’ i s

Historical Society

 The Sun Cities Area His-
ril 9 in the Quail

Johnson Blvd.;"Sun’ City |

“The guest speaker will be
Don s, former vice presi-

community relations at DEV-
CO, the former Del: E.«Webb
Development. Co," Tuffs ‘also

Several of Sun City West's
early residents, members  of
the Pioneers of Sun City West
Club, will be on hand.”™

The 'society’s historical
books will be on. sale, includ-
ing "the recently: published
Sun City West history book.

© Reservations are requested

‘and can be made by calling:

the society at 974-2568. .
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Welcome
Phyllis Street, Past President

Introduction of Speaker
Edson Allen, Editor of SCW History book

Don Tuffs
Former DEVCO
Senior Vice President Marketing
“The Sundome: Behind the Scenes”

AT
~_.!1r, pd

Recognitions

Song: “Sun City West”

Music by
Frances Decker
Bob Bennett, Soloist

"| They came from all over

Our glorious nation.
These diverse men and women

Of the same generation.
From Nebraska, New York,

South Carolina, too:
New Jersey and Texas

To name but a few.
They came not for gold,

These pioneers,
But to bask in the sun

In their retirement years.
To swim and to golf

To explore the Southwest,
To enjoy each other

That was their quest.
So here's to the folks

Who unlike the miners,
Found the gold in their lives...

The 79%ers.

Mrs. Sylvia Lustig
Sun City West




"SUN CITY WEST"

Words and Music By Bob Callaghan, 1985

Under a brilliant sky of blue,

I have found my rendezvous,
In the desert in Sun City West,
Neath the Arizona moon,

And the giant saguaro bloom,
in the desert in Sun City West.

Chorus:

I never thought I'd live in Arizona

Where the jackrabbit and roadrunner play,
But I think I've found

A little piece of heaven here on earth,
Near the dry bed Agua Fria.

Hear me say, .

It's the place I like the best

Sun City West, Sun City West.

As a town, we are still small,
But as people we stand tall,
And we're growing,

Yes, we're growing every day.
And I never more will roam,
From my Arizona home,

And the place I like the best,
Sun City West, Sun City West.

Chorus Repeat:

I never thought I'd live in Arizona

Where the jackrabbit and roadrunner play,
But I think I've found

A little piece of heaven here on earth,
Near the dry bed Agua Fria.

Hear me say,

It's the place I like the best

Sun City West, Sun City West.
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