
A Taste of Sun City History presented by the Sun Cities Historical Society 

Square Dance Comes to Sun City 
The early birds of Sun City (later 

called the "pioneers") were a soc
iable group who greeted each new 
homeowner with "over the fence" 
parties, barbecues or trips to Kings 
Inn for dinner. Organized enter
tainment, however, was not yet 
readily available. In June 1960, Tom 
Austin of the Del Webb Develop
ment Co. asked the Arizona 
Federation of Square-Round Dancer 
Teachers and Instructors to organize 
a dance group. This group recom
mended Alex Nagy of Glendale. Alex 
and his wife Gertrude arrived and on 
September 29, 1960, organized a 
beginner class in the building we 
now know as Oakmont Recreation 
Center. Ten couples made up this first 
class, and as the class proceeded to 
grow, they named themselves the Sun 

City Pa's and Taws. (Webster tells me 
"Taws" is a square dance partner
yes, I had to look it up!) Now _they 
were in business. 

In September 1964, a new beginner 
class started at what is now called 
Fairway Recreation Center, and they 
chose the name Sun City Twirlers. 
During the period from 1960 to 1970, 
the enrollment grew to more than 200 
couples-all in proper square dance 
costumes! 

Come visit the Sun Cities Historical 
Society at 10801 Oakmont Drive. 

\ Hours are from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
Tuesday through Friday. A volunteer 
is always available . Speakers are 
always available to groups desiring a 
program. For more information, call 974-
2568. 
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Lewis & Clark 
Expedition 

. explai_ned 
' T~e 20th an~iversary of the · 
Lewis & Clark Expedition will 
be celebrated in a program 
s~OS<?red by the Sun Cities Area 
Histoncal Society. on Thursday 
Jan. I 9, I p.m., at the Shepherd 
of the Hills United Methodist 
Church. _, · 

Ed_ Allen,.loc~I resident and ' 
president of the Society, will 
present_the entertaining and 

,_ ~fonnative program. Admission 
is_free and open to the public. 
Lrght refreshments will be 
served. · 

For more information call 623-
974-2568. ' . 

Historical Society 
to host program 

The Sun Citie~ Area Historical 

Society will present a ta!~ that 8 
retraces the steps of Lewis and ~ 
Clark as they explored the ~ 
Louisiana Purchase some 200 i::' 
years ago. (13 

Historian Ed Allen, president of ~ 
the Historical Society, will be the ~ 
guest speaker -at the program 
planned for 1-2 p.m. Jan. 19 at . I-
Shepherd of the Hills United z 
Methodist Church, 13658 Meeker ~ 
Blvd., Sun City West. z 

In 1804, then-President ~ 
Thomas Jefferson completed the LU 
purchase, which nearly doubled ~ 
the size of the country, over the 
objection of the Federalists, who fil 
thought the 15 cents-per-acre price j::: 
was too much. u 

The program is open to the z 
public at no charge.,Light refresh- :::::, 
men ts will be served. en 

Call 974-2568. 

Sample ~pple Leather at free Lewis & 
Clark presentation . • 
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LECTURES & TALKS Ja.n. ~ 006 More listings at lovinlife.com 

Sun Cities Area Historical Soci
ety will present a program Jan . 19 
at 1 p .m. Learn about the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition in an entertaining 
and informative program. Admission 
is free and open to the public. Place is 
Shepherd of the Hills United Method
ist Church, choir room, 13568 Meeker 
Blvd., Sun City West. Call for addi
tional information and details at 623-
07,L'J<:i::si 

Maricopa County Library District, 
North Valley Regional, Anthem 
Branch, 40410 N. Gavilan Peak Park
way, presents monthly events . The 
Journal Writing Group will meet to 
talk Jan. 11 at 1 p.m . The North Val
ley Film Club will meet Jan. 24 at 6 
p.m. Book Talkin ' Tuesday will get 
together Jan. 31 at 6 :30 p .m . Call 
602-525-1126 for additional informa-



Join us in celebrating the 200th anniversary of the 

LEWIS & CLARK EXP£DmON 
. Thursday, January 19, 2006, 1 :00 P.M . 

Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church (Choir Room) 
13568 Meeker Blvd., Sun City West 

Come along with Capts. Meriwether Lewis and William Clark and the Corps of 
Discovery - 30 men, plus a young woman and her baby - as they sought a 
passage to the Pacific Ocean. For 2 ½ years, they faced hunger, cold, illness, 
and hostile Indians. They came close to death on numerous occasions, but 
persevered, and returned with a treasure trove of information. 

Ed Allen, local resident and president of the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society, will present this entertaining and 
informative program. Admission is free and open to the 
public. Light refreshments will be served. 

SPONSORED BY 

Sr,ue etttu /1,eea ?I~ Soddf/ 
10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City 

(623) 974-2568 
www.scazhistory.org 
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Submitted to the Independent 

Gala apples 
Ed Allen, president of the Sun Cities Area Historical Soci
ety prepares a batch of apple leather using a recipe from 
the time of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Mr. Allen will 
speak on behalf of the Society to celebrate the expedi
tion's 200th anniversary 1 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 19 at the 
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church, 13568 
Meeker Blvd., Sun City West. Attendees will sample 
apple leather and other light refreshments. Admission is 
free to the public. Call 975-1815 or 974-2568. 
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A Taste of Sun City History presented by the Sun Cities Historical Society 

Sun City Players: A Dramatic History 
Recently an item appeared in the 

Daily News-Sun about the new play 
to be performed this season by the 
Sun City Players at Mountain View 
Recreation Center. 

Thoughts came to mind about past 
plays presented over the years
matinees, dinner theaters, comedies, 
musicals, dramas-all planned to 
delight the artistic tastes of the Sun 
Cities. If you visit the Sun Cities 
Historical Society museum, you will 
learn about how the ten Sun Citians 
who were interested in theater met 
in February 1961 at the Community 
Center, now the Oakmont 
Recreation Center. 

The Sun City Players have grown 
and are indeed alive an.d well today. 
When you attend their next play and 
read the credits of all the Players in 
their playbill, you will learn how 
skilled all of them really are. 
Remember to attend-but first, 
make a trip to the Sun Cities 
Historical Society, located at 10801 
Oakmont Dr., to appreciate their 
adventures on and off stage over the 
years. The Historical Society hours 
are Tuesday through Friday from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. and other hours by 
appointment. Speakers are available 
for groups desiring a program. Call 
974-2568 for more information. 
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A Taste of Sun City History presented by the Sun Cities Historical Society 

Sun City Pioneers Play Ball 
When one thinks of Sun City what 

sport comes to mind first? There is 
little doubt in anyone's mind that 
golf is Sun City's leading sports 
attraction-then or now. 

A lesser-known fact is that in the 
early days of Sun City, the 
newcomers had a soft spot in their 
hearts for baseball. 

As early as 1962 the Del Webb 
Development Corporation respon
ded to the Sun Citians and provided 
a softball diamond near the Grand 
Shopping Center. It was truly a 
diamond in the rough, with lots of 
gravel and low growing weeds with 
burrs, making fielding a hazardous 
adventure. But it did have a 
backstop made out of 2x4s covered 
with poultry netting! In the opening 
game of the season, on a beautiful 
spring Sunday afternoon, the Sun 
City Giants edged out the Sun City 
Yankees by a score of 14-11. 

'/ 

This makes one wonder about that 
game when the following statement 
appeared the next day in the review 
in the Daily News Sun: "Wanted
dead or alive-three ladies to 
umpire the softball games at. the 
playgrounds on 109th near Grand 
Avenue. Knowledge of Jujitsu 
helpful-no salary, but umpires will 
be permitted to keep half of all 
bribes." The article also stated that 
"The final result was in doubt until 
the first ball was pitched." Doesn't 
that create an image of a fun game? 
If you visit the Sun Cities Historical 
Society located at 10801 Oakmont 
Drive, you can learn more. 

The Historical Society is open from 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday and other hours by 
appointment. Speakers are avail
able for groups desiring a program. 

For more information, call 974-2568. 

March 2006 
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Stewards of history 
Edson Allen , president of the Sun Cities Areas Historical 
Society, receives a check from Nancy Wyatt (left) and 
Shirl Hilton, president and vice president of the Lysil 
Oma Chapter of the Questers. Thanks to their generous 
gift, the society will be able to purchase a recorder and 
transcr iber and res ume its oral history program. 
Queste rs brings together individual s interested in 
antiques and collecti bles and works to restore historic 
sites and artifacts. The Lysil Oma chapter has members 
in Sun City and Sun City West. 
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Home displays vintage Sun City 
MITCHEU VANTREASE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Take a glimpse into the past with a 
visit to Sun City's first model home built 
by Del Webb. 

For more than 15 years, the Sun Cit
ies Area Historical Society has help~d 
many residents discover information 
about retirement communities. The 
house, which 'originally sold for $8,500, 
includes old pictures and artifacts from 
the beginning of Sun City. 

"There's -so much history to be 
learned right here," said Edson Allen, 
the society's president. "I hope everyone 
takes adv~tage and learns how far this 
community has come in the last few 
decades." 

Allen said a number of longtime resi
dents and newcomers visit the society 
on Oakmont Drive off 107th Avenue and 
south of Grand Avenue. 

"People move out here and begin to. 
develop roots, so they want to know," he 
said. "We have everything you want to 

THOMAS BOGGAH/OAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

Guide Loretta Allen, right, talks to visitors Don Dailey and Eveline Horelle Dailey at 
the Sun Cities Area Historical Society in Sun City. 

know." -
In the home, visitors can view · an IF YOU GO 

authentic 1960s kitchen and bathroom. ■ WHAT: Sun Cities Area Historical Society. 
"It's just like It would've been if you ■ WHERE: 10801 w. Oakmont Drive, Sun City. 

th b b ld • WHEN: 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday through bought it then when ey egan to ui Th d . 

Sun City in the beginning," Allen said. ■ ur,~:l 974-2568, or visit www.scazhistory.org. 
"We've tried to make everything in those 
rooms as authentic as possible." ~ . 

In dd ·u t th i t 11 with five Sun City model homes and the a 1 on o e rooms, pc ures ne b . . f h ct· 
the walls with information about Sun egmmngs O t e surroun mg area. 
City and Sun City West. There's a room "You get to step back into time and 
dedicated to the town of Marinette, a · get a feel for what it's like," he said. 
farming community that existed before More than 150 members are in the 
Sun City. Sun Cities Area •Historical Society. At · 

The society has opening day photos · least two people volunteer every day at 

the center and help visitors who might 
have questions. . 

After the publication in 1985 of "Jubi
lee," a book about the 25-year history of 
Sun City, authors Jane Freeman and 
· Glenn Sanberg realized they had enough 
records for preservation. They formed a 
nonprofit organization for civic and edu
cational purposes. 

"It's interesting to see how far we've 
come, especially since Sun City used to 
be a cotton field," said Freeman, who 
serves as a trustee for the society. 

if you have a special interest story, 
call Mitchell Vantrease at 876-2526 or e
mail mvantrease@aztrib.com. 
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Don Dailey reads paperwork in the living room of the Sun Cities Area Historical Society in Sun City Tuesday. Dailey first 
vis ited the house in 1959, three days after it opened as a model home. The society has preserved pictures and information 
about the beginning of Sun City at the house. 



The Sun Cities Area Historical Society and Arizona Humanities Council invite you to 

SEE what the well-equipped 
Arizona doctor of the 1880s carried ... 

LEARN about the 
"Healers, Hucksters & Heroes" of 
Arizona territorial medicine 

HEAR 
Dr. Robert Kravetz 

Retired medical doctor, educator and 
historian present the medical treatments 
commonly used by pioneer doctors, along 
with the native plants and patent 
medicines common to the late 1880s. 

1:00 PM, Tuesday, March 28 
Willowbrook United Methodist Church 

99th and Saddle Ridge, Sun City 

FREE! Light refreshments will be served 

An amputation kit, along with "bite-the-bullet" 
anesthesia, that was frequently used 1860-1900. 

Ariz®na 
HumanXties 

Co• ncil 
Sharing cullure\. Enriching communiLie~. 



Area Historical Society names new officers 
Newly~lected officers of the Sun Cities Area Historical Society are (standing, 
from left) David Verble, secretary, and Edson Allen, president; and (seated) 
Sandy Goldstein vice president and Paul Graf, treasurer. The Society 
displays pictures and artifacts of local history at its hea~quarters, 10801 
Oakmont Dr., Sun City, in the first home built in the community. It is open 
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., Tuesday through Friday. 

Thursday, Mar~h _1~2006 THE WE~TER P~9e 83 
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Stewar."s. of history ,: ··. -· ·· ·.'/;;_'.·:·): 
Edson Allen, president of the Sun Cities Areas Historical,'. 
Society, receives a check from. Nancy Wyatt (left) . and , . .
Shirl Hilton, president and · vice president· of the Lysil : 
Oma Chapter of the-Questers. Thanks to. their genero~s -, 

· gift, the society will be able to purchase a recorder. and ·'. 
transcriber and resume its _. oral history ··program. ,; 
Questers : bririgs . together ind.ividua~ interested • r_in . 

·antiques and collectibles and works to restore historic;:• 
sites a!ld artifacts. The Lysil Oma chapter has members' -
in_ Sun City and Sun City West. · · •J, -• 
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DAILY NEWS-SUN MONDAY, APRIL 10, 2006 

• Thanks to the Lysil Oma 

Chapter of Questers, the Sun 
Cities Area Historical 
Society will be able to resume 
i!1i oral history program. 

· Edson Allen, president of 
the , Historical · Society, 
announced that money 
contributed by the Questers 
will fund the purchase of a 
recorder and transcriber. The 
equipment was needed to 
continue Qie program · of 
recording recollections of early 
.residents of the Sun Cities, 
Allen said. 

Nancy Wyatt, chapter 
president, explained that the 
nationally org~d Questers 
br:mgs together . individuals 
interested in antiques and 
collectibles and works to 
restore . historic sites and 
artifacts. The Lysil Oma 
chapter has members in Sun 
City and Sun City West. 

SU':-J CITY WEST INDEPENDENT Mar7h 8, 2006 '.,, 

Questers to host . 
1 benefit garage sale 

, Lysaloma .Chapter 782 of the 
Questers of Sun Cities will host a 
garage sale 7 a.m.-2 p.m. March 9-
10 at 13407 Gemstone Drive Suh 
City West, to benefit their p;eser
vation and restoration fund. Part 
of the proceeds will go to the His~ · 
toriq:11 Society of Sun ·. City to 
enable them to purchase a micros .. 

... c~sset~e recorder to tape · inter
:.z; Views . and,'a transcription unit iri 
1:, order to prepare a written copy of 
· · the interview. 
.t' The other part of the ·proce·eds 
.~,.will go to the West .Valley· Art 
· Museum for the ,:estoration and 

' j_' preservation of !lie · ~thnic dress 
" collection. . · · · 
1· Call 584-3780: · 
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Oakmont - Sun City's First Center Is Still Young at Heart _ 

Many Sw1 Citians know that is also available for rent. The audi
Oakmont Recreation Center was torium has an adjoining kitchen, 
the first recreation center built in making it ideal for potlucks and 
Sun City. Originally named the other events. To rent the audito
Community Center, Oakmont was rium, contact the Clubs and Activ
ready an d open for business when ities Office at 876-3000. 
the first "pioneers" made their way The center also boasts an outdoor 
to Sun City in.1960. covered patio area with a view 

Oakmont was Sun City's first of North Golf Course, perfect for 
example of a recreation center built relaxing after a game of bowls or 
for "active retirement," and it still justchattingwithfriends. The patio 
houses a variety of activities and also _has barbecue grills, making it 
is hon\.e to several clubs. You cari. a popular venue for gatherings. 
go °for a swiip in the generously- The Sun <;::itie_~_!1istorical Society 
sized pool, relax in the spa or join resides .. next door to O_akmont, and 
a game of lawn bowls, a Sun City · individuals interested in learning 
pastime that was popular the early more _al:wut .-the !,U-Story of Oak
days and still remains a favorite ·mont and Sun City in general will 
_activity. Oakmont's 3,200 sq. ft. fit-· find a wealth of infop_nation. 
'ness center features a wide variety-. So pay-a visit to Oakmont. This 
of machines and equipment'···--.,,..~ ·i' venerable "'tenter may ·be old in 

· · ·Many clubs and other groups are --years; but still· remains. young at 
housed at Oakmont, including sev- ·neart~ jusFlll<e Sun Citians! 
eral arts and crafts and social clubs. Oakmont is located . at_ 10725 
Bridge and other card games are Oakmont Ave. You can_ contact the 
played in -~e ~udi_to~it1:m, _ which center at 876-3046. . · 1 

SunView 
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Keeping history alive 
Edson Allen, president of the Sun City Area Historical Society, stands in the space to be 
occupied by the Del Webb portrayal as he receives contribution from the Sandpainters 
officers, from left: Harta Franham, treasurer; Mareta Colclough, secretary; and Judy John
son, president. A life-size cutout of Del Webb will be the centerpiece of an extensive ren
ovation of the society's headquarters at 10801 Oakmont Drive, housed in the first house 
built in Sun City. Judy Johnson of Sun. City West, president of the Sandpainters, noted 
that the Society's renovation plan fits perfectly with the Quester's national commitment to 
preservation and restoration of the past. Historical Society President Edson Allen said a 
search is on for furnishings and appliances of the 1960s to renovate the kitchen as well 
as the living room of the historic home. Work on the project will begin this fall. 
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i His!orical . 
S9c1ety 
plans 
reva01p 
STAFF REPORT 

· · Del Webb will become · a . . 
permanent resident of the . 
Sun City Area Historical Soci-
ety building after a summer 
of improvements to the first 
home built in Sun City. 

A life-sized cutout of Webb 
. will · be the centerpiece of a . 

round of renovations to the 
building at _ 10801 Oakmont 
Drive. Webb will stand in the 
living room, greeting visitors 
as they enter the home for a 
tour to learn about Sun City's 
roots. · 

The historical society has 
started its search for authen- , 
tic 1·960s furnishings and 
appliances to use in the. 
home, said ~ociety President, 
Edson Allen. Work-will begin 
in the fall to transform the1 
kitchen and living room into 
spaces reminiscent of the 
orginial look of Sun City 
living. 

Jack Hart, historical soci
ety spokesman, said the 
project was given a head start · 
with a donation from the· 
Sandpainters chapter of 
Questers, a national organi
zation committed to preserv
ing and restoring . pieces · of 
history. · 
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_. ._·• Historical Society> Plans. for ·· transformipg 
the· biµlding into a replica~ 
of . the 1960s got a big 

•. __ I· - plans-·ren~vation · boost · when the 
. Sandpainters chapter of . 

, , Questers . contributed 
funds for tht( Del Weqb 

: likeness. Tlie figure will 
: -stand in th~ living room to, . 
: 'greet:visitors to the _period

ic makeover of the house. 
Judy 'Johnso_n of 'Sun . 

, City West, president of the 
, Sandpainters, . noted that -

the soci_ety's renovation 

· Edson Allen, president of the Sun City Area Historical Society, plan fits perfectly with the 
stands in the space to be occupied by the Del Webb portrayal as Questers! national coni- · 
he receives a contribution from Sandpalnters officers, fro{ll left, - • · mi.tment to 'pres·ervation 

· Harta Franham, treasurer; Mareta Colclough, secretary, and Judy ' · 
Johnson, president. . . ·• and .restoration of the past. . 

In a few months, people · Society building. • · Historical so·ciety 
be able to see Del Webb in The life-sized cutout of President.Edson Allen said 
Sun Ciry, ·in all his historic Webb will be the center- a search is on for furnish- .. 
glory, pointing out · the · pie9e ofan extensive reno- • ings apd appliances of. the 
highlights of the com.mu-· vation of_ th~ ~ociety's 1960s fo renovate the 
nity he_foi.mded neru:Jy half . : headquarters ·at .-10801 
a century ago. He'll be" ''Oakmont Driv'e, in the 
waiting for you at the Sun first · house built in Sun 

~tchen, as·- well. as the liv- · 
. ing .room of . the historic 
home. Work on the project 

Cities . Area Historical I City. . will begip this f~l, he said:-

Historical S9ciety ~eeds ·:_J}elp 
The Sun Cities Area Historical Society 

needs help in ·spreading the history of Sun 
City and Sun City West. They are seeking 
volunteers to assist visitors. at the Society 
headquarters at 10801 Oakmont Dri'\le in 
the first model _home built by Del Webb in · 

. Sun City: 
Training is provided. Volunteers can 

sele"t the times. they wish to .S(lrve . as 
gre,eters between 1 :30 and 3:30 p.m·. 
Tuesday through Friday . . 

Those interested are urgeo to visit the 
· · headquarters hous~ during those hours: · . 

For information, .• call the Society at 
623-974-2568 and -leave a message for • 

' . 
Ruby Wells. 
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A Taste of Sun City History 
presented by the Sun Cities Historical Society 

Having devoted space to baseball 
in its formative years in Sun City, 
we deem it only fair to give equal 
time to the wonderful world of 
golf. Build a golf course and they 
will come? Were not most of the 
pioneers golfers? Wrong! 

Sun City 's first 18-hole golf course 
opened in August 1960, reflecting 
Del Webb's policy that the game 
was to be open to all-the experi
enced golfer, the occasional hacker 
and the beginner. While the prin
ciple was excellent as a marketing 
tool, it soon became clear that there 
we re problems. 

Both the players and the golf pro 
at North Golf Course, Fielding 
Abbott, could see that the grow
ing number of golfers was result
ing in a slow pace and excessive 
\\'ear and tear on the golf course. 
Some way had to be found to teach 
the etiquette of golf and the basic 
rules of the game, so 48 men and 26 
women attended a meeting called 
by Abbott and endorsed Abbott's 
suggestion of a formal organiza
tion. A committee was appointed 

and five men and five women were 
given the responsibility of setting 
up the regulations to accommo
date all golfers-visitors, prospec
tive buyers and residents. Abbott 
pointed out that the organization 
should not only educate but also 
supervise handicapping, plan 
tournaments and promote good 
fellowship. Quite a mandate for 
the newly retired pioneers! 

They lost no time at all and a week 
later a Constitution and Bylaws 
for the Sun City Golf Club were 
adopted, calling for a nominating 
committee of nine members, with , 
annual election to be held each 
November. 

Come into the Sun Cities Area 
Museum located at 10801 Oakmont 
Drive to hear the details of the club's 
experiences, not only with one golf 
course, but ultimately seven! 

Summer hours are Friday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon 
and other hours by appointment. 
Speakers are also available for 
groups desiring a program. Call 
974-2568 for more information. 
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Historical society 
discusses origins 

The Sun Cities Area His
torical Society will deliver 
"From Cotton Balls to Golf 
Balls~ at Freedom Inn in 
Sun City West at 2:30 p.m. 
June 21. 

The society is dedicated 
to the history and preserva
tion of Sun City, formed in 
1960, and Sun City West, 
formed in 1978. The pre
senter, Connie MacMillan, 
will discuss the origins of 
the Sun City area. 

Freedom Inn-is at 13810 
W. Sandridge Drive. 

Reserva Uons are 
requested by calling 584-.: 
2338. 

SUN CITIES IND~.~ ENqENT . July _12, 2006 

. . •. 
·, Fountains to.host 

i:: ~lirunber soci~- ·. 
' ·, • ' ,1'· • . !II ,,. ·1• "'·. • 

. The Fountains •, of; Sun· City, : 
,, 13638 N. Newcastle Dive, will cele
brate its 10th anniversary by· host-

. ing an Asian-th.~m~d social for Toe 
' Northwest Valley Chamber of . 
,\ Commerce:·;. •. .. · '·· · .: ~ · 
' l The. mem~er S9(!ial ~es place 

., 4:3'.0p.m:Ju1y20: ,, '.,::' . ': . 
The celebra~ion will iI1clude pie- \ 

lures and memorapilia presented , 
by The Sun City Historical Society. , 1 

"A Walk ,on Del Webb's Base- , 
·ball Fielq.to a Cqmmurijty'.' ,wjll ' 
describe in pictures how the land 1 

.:; in which Del.Webb built a profes- 1 

sional baseball field is now home 
to the apartment complex. 

, · A separate· resitlent :arid staff 
,: party will be h~ld on July~~-- Ga)l . 

·: 933-2500. .. . , . . . ._- .,, 



Home, Sweet Home 
Sun City's First House 

The first house built in Sun City, now home to the Sun Cities Area Historical Society. 

This month we dedirnte thi s space 
to a very real "first." I refer to the 
first house built in Sun C ity, v,,hi ch 
was closely followed by four o th
ers. A ll ,vere ready fo r inspection 
by the v is itors w ho appec1red on 
January l, 1960. Stop fo r a 1T1oment 
and try to v isua li ze a Sun C ity 
made up of five hou ses. 

This special house was nz11ned 
The Kentworth, nu1T1ber ·1 C. lt 
contained 858 square feet of li v ing 
space plus 303 square fee t of s tor
age and a carport. As a sign of the 
times, the asking price was $8,500, 
plus $600 for air conditioning and 
$1,250 if located on the go lf course. 
Do yo u re member when newcom
ers needed only to as k the name 
of your house to identify the floor 
plan? Do newcomers sti ll do that? 

The house was so ld after one yea r 
and by 1962 was reso ld. The new 
occupants, as typical newcomers 
do, made changes and additions to 
the living space. 

When the house G!IT\ C o n the mar
ke t cigain in 1988, it caught the eye 
o f the Sun Cit ies Area Historica l 
Society, led by Glenn Sansberg and 
Jane Freern;:in, plus sevcrn l o th e rs 
who had been collecting zmd sav
ing ma ter ia ls about Sun Ci ty so 
that the s tory of the com munity 
would not be los t. What foresight 
and w ha t a gift for those who came 
yea rs lciter. 

Details o f the purchase could be 
desc ribed he re as wel l as a descr ip
tion of the re modeling that was nec
essary to change this "first house" 
into a mu seum, but, even better, 
co me in and see thi s hi sto rica l s ite 
first-hai1d. The add ress is 10801 
Oakmont Drive, adjacent to the 
Oakmon t Recrea ti on Cente r park
ing lot. Summer hours are Friday 
and Saturday from 10 a .m. to noon 
and other hours by appointment. 
Speakers are availab le for groups I 
desiring a program. Call 974-2568 1 

for more information. I 
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A Taste of Sun City History 
presented by the Sun Cities Area Historical Society 

Clay Club Offered Pioneers an 
Outlet for Artistic Expression 

In addition to the variety of 
sports available in Sun City, in the 
"pioneering" days of the 1960s 
many varied clubs provided an 
outlet for residents to exercise 
their artistic skills by creating 
handmade treasures. 

When one couple, the Soules, 
arrived in Sun City in 1968 they 
started attending the Fairmont 
Ceramic club, but their true love 
was forming clay objects from 
just a lump of clay. Undaunted, 
they pursued forming a Clay 
Club, going through the proper 
steps to accomplish their dream. 

Space does not permit details 
of their journey, but on October 
8, 1969, the Recreation Center 
Manager formally welcomed the 
Sun City Clay Club as a "charter 

club." The number of members in 
this very first club is not known, 
but the club did very well finan
cially. An early fund raising proj
ect was to create executive ash 
trays for the Thunderbird Bank. 
More than 50 were made and put 
into use immediately. 

Come visit the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society Museum 
located at 10801 Oakmont Drive 
and hear the details of the club's 
experiences getting established 
and equipped and about the 
quality of the work they created. 

Summer hours are Friday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon 
and other hours by appointment. 
Speakers are available for groups 
desiring a program. 

For more information, call 974-2568. 

Sun Views August 2006 11 
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The Sun Cities Area Historical Society is dedicated to the presentation and preservation of the 

history of Sun City and Sun City West. . 
We have many volunteer opportunities available. You could read newspapers_an? clip p_er-

tinent articles for SCAHS files, help develop displays in our historic home, ?r assist In keeping 
files in order and up-to-date or with publicity and our newsletter. If you enJoy meeting pe~p!e 
and public speaking, you could be a Host or Host_ess an~ introduce people to our home, Join 
our Speaker's Bureau or conduct and record interviews with past community leaders and early 
residents. You could also become an active SCAHS Board member. . 

Don't feel qualified? Don't worry! We provide a training program, and you can c_hoose a time 
and day convenient to your schedule. Call 974-2568 or stop in to discuss your interests and 

availability. 

RecreationCenters of Sun City September 2006 

A Taste of Sun City History 
presented by the Sun Cities Area Historical Society 

Lawn Bowling Rolls into Sun City 
It seems appropriate during 

these languid days of summer to 
tum back the pages of time and 
establish how Lawn Bowling came 
to exist in hot Sun City. Lawn 
Bowling in the state of Arizona 
was non-existent until Del Webb 
built the first court at the Commu
nity Center (now Oakmont Rec
reation Center) in 1960. The new 
residents knew so little about the 
game that Webb called upon Paul 
Bums from Youngtown to help 
them get started. No record of how 
Del Webb knew of Mr. Bums, but 
he assisted in laying out the first 
court. 

From this humble beginning, 
interest and players' skills grew, 
and before long the Sun Cities 
Lawn Bowling Club was formed 
and had 60 members. One must 
agree that the early "Pioneers" 
were game to try anything! 

Fairway Center was built the fol-

lowing year, and though there were 
no inter-club tournaments, there 
was rapid membership growth in 
both clubs. Perhaps the parties, 
pot luck suppers, and picnics they 
enjoyed had something to do with 
the increasing membership. The 
first high point arrived in October 
1976 when the American Lawn 
Bowling Championship was held 
at Lakeview Center. More than 
1,000 spectators observed each of 
the matches! 

Come visit the Sun Cities Area 
Museum, located at 10801 Oak
mont Drive, to follow the growth 
of this formerly non-existent Ari
zona sport and the fellowship 
which followed. Summer hours 
are 10 a.m. to noon on Friday and 
Saturday, and other hours by spe
cial appointment. Speakers are 
available for groups desiring a 
program. Call 974-2568 for more 
information. 



'You are cordia[{y invited to an Open Jfouse ,Preview 
of tlie first pliase of tlie renovations at tlie 

Sun Cities )Irea Jfistorica[ Society, 
focated in tlie first mocfe[ liome in Sun City. 

Sunday, :Novem6er 19, 2006 
2:00 - 4:00 p. m. 

10801 Oak,mont (})rive 
Sun City, )IZ 85351 

623-974-2568 

► :M_eet our surprise ''Jf ost. " 

► Step into our new[yjurnislied 1960s fiving room. 

► 'Enjoy tlie e~lii6its of Opening (}Jay, January 1, 1960. 

► qreet our 1960s liousewife in tlie kjtclien, 
as slie prepares to entertain guests. 

► :M_eet mem6ers of tlie (J3oard of <Trustees. 

~fresliments wi[[ 6e served. 
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Sun Cities }lrea Jfistorica{ Society 

Open Tuesday through Friday-1:30 -3:30 p.m. 
or by special appointment. 

E-mail: scahs@frys.com 
Web site: www.scazhistory.org 
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· PHOTOS BY THOMAS BOGGAN/DAILY NEWS·Sl:11 I 

A 6-foot-4-inch cutout orDel Webb greets visitors at the Sun Cities Area Historical Society headquarters in Sun City. The newly remodeled home was made to i 
look me way it did in the 1960s when the community first began. 1 



~bl~ ·. orical society looks fo1Ward to upgrades . 
AN1l!E BOON 
J c_ , i'iE '.': S-SL:N 

Visitors to the Sun 
Cities Area Historical 
S oc iety home are now 
greeted by a life-sized 
cutout of Del E. Webb 
as the\' enter the living 
room that, while newly 
remodeled . looks about 
+G years old . 

.. \\'e tried to keep 
hings as close to the be
;inn ings as · we could,". 
,aicl Sandv Goldstein, 
1isto rical 'society vice 
,res ident. ..We restored 
he living room to how 
. loo ked in the 1960s. 
.'e're looking 'Ahead Jo 
1e Past. ... 
Th e first phase of the 

·moud to the historical 
,ciety' s headquarters, a 
)me a t 10801 \V. Oak
onr Driv e, is nearly 
mpleted . The $4,500 
st is paid for by grants 

The interior of the the Sun City Area Historical Society House in Sun City, 
photographed Fr iday, was restored to resemble an original 1960s model home . 
The society will soon have a public open house to show the change~· !" 

from the Arizona Histori
cal Society, donations 
from individuals and 
fund-raisers. said soci
ety President Edson Al
len at the annual meet-

ing Thursday. However, 
additional donations are 
needed to continue im
provements, he said. 

Improvements include 
track lighting, inter-

changeable display areas : 
and authentic l 960s-era 1 

furniture, found at thrift : 
stores by society volun- ' 
teers, Allen said. 

Po'ssibilites for phase I 
2 include a Oat-screen i 
televisi.on to play Sun 1 

City educational DVDs i 
and some improvements ! 
to the back yard . 

A preview open hous e 
tour of the remodeled 
areas will be for society I 
members only Nov. 19 . \ 

A public open hous e ! 
will be announced a t a I 
later date. I 

For inform.ation about I 
the Sun Cities Area His
torical Society, to be
come a member or to do 
nate to the "Ahead to the 
Past" improvement proj- 1 
ect, call 974-2568 . 

Ann(e Boon may be : 
reached at 876-2532 or I 
aboon @aztrib. corn. 
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A Taste of Sun City History presented by the Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
It didn't take Sun City's early birds 

long to show a desire to do something 
other than play golf or sit in the sun 
and count their blessings. TC. Aus
tin, activities coordinator for the Del 
Webb Development Corp., reported 
that the interest shown far exceeded 
expectations. By April 1960 (only four 
months after Opening Day!), eight 
clubs had been organized. These first 
eight clubs were the Lapidary Club, 
Ceramic Club, Woodworking Club, 
Jewelry and Copper Club, Crochet 
Club, Croquet Club, Lawn Bowl
ing and Shuffleboard. (What-no 
bridge??) All this activity in only 
four months! The startled Mr. Aus
tin stated, "We realize that an over
all and complete program will take a 
time. Therefore, DEVCO will assume 

all maintenance costs until June 1, 
1960." By the beginning of June, 
those Pioneers had arranged that 
membership fee would $1 per per
son per month, which would allow 
the members to use the community 
center, swimming pool, arts and craft 
rooms, card rooms, shuffleboard and 
lawn bowling courts. 

The membership fee did not cover 
the cost of supplies; that was left up 
to each club to define. And, you will 
notice, golf course privileges were 
not included in these membership 
dues. Each of the eight clubs held 
its own meeting during the month 
of May. At this meeting members 
appointed a representative to serve 
on an overall governing body to be 
called the-Activity Club. In turn, this 

group would look after the facilities 
and coordinate the activities of the 
various clubs. In June 1960, a gen
eral meeting was held, followed by 
an election of officers for the Activ
ity Club. This was the beginning of 
organized recreational activity tied 
in with home ownership, and was 
truly the fulfillment of Del Webb's 
dream of what a retirement com
munity should be. This was a ven
ture into uncharted territory, and 
many changes have since been made. 
Corne visit the Historical Society at 
10801 Oakmont Drive, open Tues
day through Friday from 1:30 p.rn . to 
3:30 p.m. Speakers are available for 
groups desiring a program. Call 974-
2568 for more information. 
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The Sun. Cities A!ea Historical Society is · 

, ciff~ng ~111mage sale enthusiasts' a . 
spe<;ial treat on Octobert7. ~ ~ 
"Treasure and Trivia" event', much of the 
merthandise will be unneeded archival 

, material and furnishings-_accum_ulated in ' 
ttifJ more than ;!() years the Society has ,i,_ 

.• been ,chrqnicling the not~~-lictivh: 
~es of the his-toiy-making Sun Citi9:1. ·"- " 

:_;J ~ .. from ,:tMt sale will~ in the- - ; 
, . . • ,. . . .. . · · renovation.of_UleSociety's_!leadquar- · 1 · 

ters. In the first house ~Id irt Suri City oearly 50 years ago. The ongoing. program will restore the-1960s envfronmem•· -
· of the property and feature a life-sized cutout' of fourider,Del Webb greeting visitors. The sale· will be at tl'ie Society's ~ · 

headquarters at 108():1 Oakmont Dr in .Sun City., Just west of the Oakmont Recreation'Centers-. Sale times will be: · , ;1, ., 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Society offices will be closed on Thursday October 5 to prepare for the sale. , , ;. -~ ;..' ·1 

Above, Historical Society_ voluntee~ ~le. Ra_~!'nd ~ ~cl~tQ~ _asslgn~_pri~s'to ·item~ to ~on~~'.~;_ i';,;j{j,j; . 
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1t aee ata"tted ke"tel 

0 :r • Sfi'ii c:11 Y' SUN CITY WEST 

The SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY presents a special program describing how the concept of 
"Active Retirement" living that started in SUN CITY and SUN CITY WEST has led to other Sun Cities throughout 
the United States. 
M-r. David Schreiner, Pulte Homes 1 national vice president for adult 
communities, will discuss the history of what has happened to the Sun 
City concept after Del Webb1s success with this first effort. Hear about 
the amazing national growth of the Sun Cities, and of Pulte Homes 1 

plans for its future. 

A five-minute video segment about Sun City recently aired on Channel 8 
will also be shown. A question-and-answer session will follow the L ~ / 
presentation. 

Admission is free. Light refreshments will be served. 

Thursday, November 2, 1:00 p.m. 
Hoover Room, Bell Library 

Bell Recreation Center 
16828 N. 99th Ave., Sun City 

Sponsored by 

Seen e,t,ea /"t,z,ea ~,ato,z,ie-ae Soe-,et'I 
10801 Oakmont Drivel Sun City 

623-974-2568 
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To.wn that . Webb built serv~s as model nationwide 
ANNIE BOON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City may have made 
history 46 years ago as the 
world's first active adult 
community, but today, it 
is still the foundation for a 
thriving housing and life
style empire. 

"This concept is still 
incredibly well-received 
across the country," said 
David G. Schreiner, na
tional vice president for 

Pulte Homes/Del Webb 40,000 resi
Adult Communities, dur- dents, Sun 
ing a presentation at the City was 
Sun Cities Area Historical a 10,000-~ 
Society's annual meeting acre cotton 
Thursday. field in the_ 

"The Historical Society distant des
ls yery important to us and erts !"est of ~~--~ 
is •a big part of what makes Phoenix. To- · Schreiner 
Del Webb .as successful as day - after 
it Is," Schreiner said. Pulte purchased Del Webb 

Before it became a re- in ·2001 - there are more 
tirement mecca with more than 50 Pulte/Del Webb 
than 26,000 homes . and · active adult communities 

across the country. 
"We weren:t really smart 

. in this· business, we just 
listened," Schreiner said. 
"Del Webb's hallmark has· . 
always been to pay atten
tion and reflect what con
sumers want." 

Schreiner said the origi
nal Sun City Is largely to 
thank for pioneering the 
active · retirement lifestyle, 
and the community's suc
cess today further confirms 

. that Del Webb/Pulte's pro
jections for the . future are 

on target. 
With 78.2 million Baby 

'Boomers entering retire-· 
ment - 7,900 turn 60 ev
ery day · - Schreiner said 
there is a solid market for 
buildiri.g more Sun Cities 
or ·similar communities. 
Pulte/Del Webb is counting 
on strong nationwide sales 
through 2030, he said. 

"There are more 70-
year-olds, by percentage, 
that own their own home, 
more than any other age," 
he said. "You (seniors) are 

the ones with the money." · 
. Because the Del Webb 

name Is widely known and 
highly respected, Pulte will 
continue to deploy the Del 
Webb brand throughout 
the ·country, Schreiner 
said. Since the acquisition 
of Del Webb, 40 percent 
of Pulte's profit has been 
attributed to active adult 
communities by Del Webb, 
he added.· 

While Pulte/Del Webb 
communities are popping 

SEE SUN CITY, 15 
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SUN· CITY: AZ leads nation in new, development 
FROM 11 l,t1"11 ,.·. }')AUJtlllZ•tMW•t.4P,,lf)Nl.i,,1D:. \lli'IAi:, ' ;.J.4A. - .. I 

up in places such as South 
Carolina, Colorado and Illi
nois, Arizona continues to 
be a hot spot for new de
\relopment, ,the Northwest 
and Southwest Valleys iri 
particular, Schreiner said. 

Approximately one in 
10 of the home sales that 
closed in 2005 were in ac
tive adult communities, 
and 35 percent of all Phoe
nix area active adult.homes 
closed were in the Sun City 
area, according to Pulte/ 
Del Webb. 

"Del Webb projects a 63 
percent increase in active 
adult closings on the west
side by 2009 ," -Schreiner 
said of the housing market 
in western states. 

"You're in the happening 
place," he said. 

For information about 
the Sun Cities Area Histori
cal Society, call 974-2568. 

_. MOI.UE J. IIOPPES,UII.Y IIEWS-$UN 

The Sun Cities Historial Society remodeled this Webb model home to resemble the original. Watch for photos 
in Saturday's Daily News-Sun. 

( . . . 

Trends to watch for in the Active Adult Community housing market 

• Affordable challenges- National _median price for homes is reaching $340,000, and retirees will seek 
less expensive options. 
• Diversity inlocations and offerings - Some retirees want a smaller-scale community, some want the 

sunshine and some want four seasons. 
• Work/play cycling -An increasing number of reti rees are re-entering the work force, and recreational ' 

needs are changing. - _ . · - · 
•. Technology as lifestyle spine -About 80 percent of Pulte/Del Webb residents across the country use 

the lnternet._Amenities must expand to meet higher technological standards. 
Source: David G. Schreiner, national vice president for Pulte Homes/Del Webb Adult Communities. 



SATURDAY, NOV 18, 2006 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Revainped original Del Webb· house debuts 
Historical society 
welcomes me1i1bers 
to an open house 
this weekend 
STAFF REPORT 

The Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society deb uts 
its auth entic 1960s inte
rior to members Sunday. 

Phase one of the "Ahead 
to the Past" renovation 
project is nearly complete , 
and donations are being 
accepted to continu e into 
phase two. The society's 
headquarters.· an original 
Del Webb home at 10801 
\V. Oakmont Drive, is be 
ing revamped to give visi
tors a feel for how Sun 
City a nd Sun City West 
looked a t the ou tse t of the 
developments . 

It features Sun Cities 
memorabilia, a life-s ized 
cutout of De l Webb in the 
livi ng room a nd a cu to ut 
of a typical 1960s house
wife in the kitchen. 

The historical society 
wou ld like to thank Palm
ers Plumbing, the Fan 
Doctor, Denny's TV, Mar
cella's Interiors and Ge
no's Carpets for their con
tributions to the project. 

Only historical society 
members a nd contribu t
ing businesses are invited 
to Sunday's open house , 
but an open house for the 
general pub lic wi ll be an 
nounced la te r this month . 

For information about 
the society or to become a 
member, cal l 9 74-2568 . 

Sun Cities Area Histor ical Society will 
have an open house Sunday to show 
off the revamped original model home 
style of its headquarters. Above. 
the kitchen has original appliances 
and fixtures, along with a cut-out 
of a 1960s housewife. At left is a 
renovated bathroom, now resembling 
what it may have looked like when the 
community was first established. The 
historical society headquarte rs is at 
10801 W Oakmont Drive, Sun City. 
An open house for the general public 
will be announced soon. 
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Sun City's first 
model home 
now serves as 
a museum for 
the Sun Cities 
Area 
Historical 
Socie~y. 

Group to shQw off restored digs 
THE REPUBLIC 

The Sun Cities Area Historical So
ciety this weekend will offer a free pre
view of the first phase of renovations to 
its headquarters, which is housed in 
Sun City's first model home built by Del 
Webb nearly 50 years· ago. 

The preview will be from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Sunday at 10801 W. Oakmont Drive. Re
freshments will be served. 

The headquarters is filled with early · 
Sun City and Sun City West historical 
items, memorabilia and photographs, 
including an exhibit about Sun City's 

Opening Day on Jan. 1, 1960. The model 
home has served as the historical so
ciety base since it was purchased by the 
society in May 1989. 

Recent renovations were made possi
ble by donations from local businesses, 
organizations and individuals. Plumb
ing repairs, for example, were donated 
by Palmer's Construction and Remodel 
of Youngtown. 

The Sun Cities Area Historical So
ciety headquarters is normally open 
Tuesdays through Fridays from 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m., or by special appointment. 
For more information, visit 
www.scazhistory.org: 



5lrizona Jlistorica[ Society 
Tucson 

'Vicki 'Berger amf Les !l(.pe 
Arizona Historical Society 

Museum, Tempe 

Samfpainters Questers 
Sun City West 

Turquoise Questers 
Sun City 

Terry amf :Marg Jo J,'ear 
Richardson, Texas 

'E,stne, Ismamfe 
Sun City West 

'Eugene Jensen 
Sun City 

Constance 'W. :McAfiffin 
Sun City 

Caro[ Petrarca 
Sun City West 

(jeorge !R.,ucR_ 
Sun City West 

!l(.pseann 'Wagner 
Sun City West 

Scott'Woff 
Winchester, California 

Sun Cities 5lrea Jfistorica[ Society 

Located in the first model home 
built by Del Webb in Sun City. 

10801 Oakmont Drive 
Sun City, AZ 85351 

623-97 4-2568 

Open Tuesday through Friday 
1 :30-3:30 p.m. 

or by special appointment. 

E-mail: scahs@frys.com 
Web site: www.scazhistory.org 
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Sun Cities -91.rea 
J1istorica[ Society 

acknowledges the 
businesses, 

organizations, 
and individuals 

that have contributed to 
the first phase of our 

renovation project ... 

''5ll/ie,ad to the Past11 
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I ~ 12319NWGrandAve. I Coury 's Plaza 

\ El Mirage, AZ 85335 
(623) 583-1779 

MARCELLA HAUGHT - AS.I.D. 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

tj>~ onditioning & Plumbing 
Licensed & Bonded 

A/C AOC 049763 PL ROC 049764 

BILL PALMER 
(623) 933-1375 
Live Operator 24ll 
www.happyplumber.net 

"Quality Is Not Expensive, It Is Priceless " • 
Jack Stevens, ABR 
Branch Manager 

Cell: (623) 670-0226 
Office: (623) 209-2400 
Toll-Free (877) 477-2578 * Email: azdreamhomes@windennere.com W~re Web: azdreamhomes.mywindennere.com 

West Valley Windemiere Real Estate/West Valley 
8476 W. n,undert>ird Rd., #102 
Peoria, AZ 85381 @. [B 

West Valley Lutheran Thrift Shop 

Store Hours: · 
Monday-Saturday: 8:30-4:00 

Your contribution 
is tax deductible 4 

Sun Bowl Plaza 

I 0737 W. Peoria Ave. 

Sun City, AZ 85351 

(623) 815-7061 

• ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
OF CARPET 

• ARTIFICIAL GRASS 

• CERAMIC TILE 
• LAMINATES 
• WOOD FLOORS 

"The Best For Less" 

Geno's Carpet 
GENO DUNCAN 

11200 Michigan Avenue 13606 Camino Del Sol 
Youngtown, Arizona 85363 Sun City West. Arizona 85375 
623-9n-8316 Fax: 623-583-7936 623-584-8628 

~~R~l 
Fine Fans & Lighting 

Quality a11d Service You Ca11 Trust 

3 143 E. Greenway Rd., #60 I 
Phoenix . Arizona 85032 

Sales (602) 482-1881 
Fax (602) 482-9186 
Service (602) 274-6649 

13246 N . 11 3th Ave., # I0 
Youngtown , Arizona 85363 

Sales (623) 933-9125 
Fax (623) 974-4313 

Service (623) 933-0240 

SINDA 
KAILEY 

Owner 

Deserl F1ower 
INTER IO RS 

Since 1987 

UPHOLSTERY• SLIPCOVE RS • DRAPERIES• BEDDING 
1 0 7 2 0 N . 96t h Ave.• P e o ria, AZ 85345 

FAX 623-878-1113 623-87 8 - 4400 

STRIPPING 
WORKSHOP 

12317 N .W . Grand Ave. 
El MiTage, AZ 85335 
Phone: 623-972-1665 
Cdl: 602-769-0330 

NeilC. Hawkins 
Owner 

:})enng!s ~ 
~ TV & .Applianc11 

AMANA - MAYTAG - WHIRLPOOL - GE 
JVC - RCA - MITSUBISHI - TOSHIBA - ZENITH 

NEW APPLIANCES- TV'S - SATELLITE SYSTEMS USED 

SALES & SERVICE 
DENNY LAWHOR N 623-977-4235 

OWNER · 
13211 N. 111THAVE. PAGER (602)271-17n 
SUN CITY, AZ 85351 MOBILE (602) 619-3727 

.JI rnmmm~• 
fladie~ 

'41,,,~ 

~"tl~Suo. 
l4755~ ;E-_-;;.:, ~-

$«. ~ ~- A'J- 8'5575 
623-214-590I 

Paul Meier 
Fine Artist 

Muralist, painter, lllustrater, sculptor 
Custom artwork to express yourself ----• 

Well Lit 
Lamp&Shade 

Outlet 

9794 W . Peoria Ave. 
Peoria, AZ. 85345 

30333 W Portland St 
Buckeye AZ 85396 

623-386-0825 
623-606-8261 

imad~doftwo@vahoo~com 

Pat Babcock 
Phil Kruska 

Phone: 623-977-0821 
Fax: 623-583-1586 

Email: pbabcock@mac.com 
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. • ,L.O~, .. . ..,, • ·-- ,INDEPEND~Nl 
• • , .. ' ~ . • ~ ' •. 1 • • •J 

f . The ·sun Cities Area Historical 
~ ' Society has opened an exhibit fea-

1~.-.. ,=,~-. --~-· -.. -· ::k-_,· - ~ - "· - - .. ... ~~ • : •: Ji.Jring Sun 'City Christmas r. ards ,• 
~ .·'.'" b ':,, ',1:.J.'Z!} ., .. designed by the Del E. Webb .. Cor- . 

_ poration iii the ·1960s and. sent to 
·· ·,. ;,.t"•: .. · Submitt~d photo . · :: resi~ents liv_ing i~ the community ; 

G : . t• . · dunng that time. ree lngS · Intheearlyyearsofthecommu-
. · -_ _ · : · · · · , .. ' ;' · . , nity,<the holiday cards yver~ qnly 
' frOffl ~ tl',e ·. past sent to r~idents living in· Sun· City . .... 

· · · · · · In the m,d,60s, the Webb Corpora- · . The . Sun ·.cities Area His
torical Society is presently 

· featuring a ·display of holi-
·. day greetipg cards creat- . 
, ed by -the , Del , E. Webb 
Corporation a_nd used to

:. pr~mote the-community in 
.• the 1960s: The cards were·. 
. , originally .. sent ... to :. rel?i-
" de~ts, butdue to popular: 

· demand ~ were i eventually 
made available, to -· resi
dents for them tc, send to 
family and friends. A _li~it-. 

. ed "number of' thei•- cards · 
a.re avail,ble for°j5urchase. 

. . . ', P'J} . -, .,. -~ •. ~"r,. ,,a ~ ·-

tion printed cards that residents ; 
could send to friends and family at 

. Christmas -:-· and. thereby helping . 
to- promote the Sun City lifestyle to · 
those living outside tl)e communi-

· ty. .. . . . ·_·. . . 
; A limited number of these near-. 
ly,40-yeai:-old cards, are available ' 

. for purchase. Card.s are· available · 
· for $.1 each as long as supplies last. · . 

. , ,. The Histori~ ~ociety is located , 

. ·at 10~01 Oakrriont~ve.';S'uh City, in · 
pne of the first five original model 

, homes that opened Jan. 1, 1960 in 
Sun City: The society is open 1 :3(}. 

· 3:30 p.m.Tuesday.thro,ugh:Friday. . :J I . ..., '. ). ',.it. t "·•·1t"'·•·, I 
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Exhibit highlights 
SC greeting cards 

The Sun Cities Area Historical 
Societr has opened an exhibit fea
turing Sun City Christmas cards 
designed by the Del E. Webb Cor
poration in the 1960s and sent to 
residents living in the community 
during that time. 

In the early years of the commu
nity, the holiday cards yvere only 
sent to residents living in Sun City. 
In the mid-60s, the Webb Corpora
tion printed cards that residents 
could send to friends and family at 
Christmas - and thereby helping 
to promote the Sun City lifestyle to 
those living outside the communi
ty. 

A limited number of these near
ly 40-year-old cards are available 
for purchase. Cards are available 
for $1 each as long as supplies last. 

.The Historical Society is located 
at ·10801 Oakmont Ave., Sun City, 
in one of the first five origif}al 
model homes that opened Jan.· 1, 
1960 in Sun City. The society is 
open I :30-3:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday. 

- - -



Sun Cities Historical Society & 
Windermere Real Estate 

Present "Ahead to the Past" 

Community Open House 
10801 W. Oakmont, Sun City, AZ 

January 13, 2007 - 1 to 3 p.m. 

Join us for an afternoon of Jazz, complimentary hot dogs, 
refreshments and tour our 1960 model home 

Sponsors: 
Latham Construction, Marie's Laundromat & Cleaners 

Meredith Andrews Real Estate Professional 

(.) 

Windermere 
Windermere West Valley 



THE NORTHWEST VALLEY REPUBLIC Friday, January 5, 

. )3 !lj * :v"• " .. ~ 

NEWS 

Society to offer tol:lr 
of 1st model home 
The Sun Cities Area Historical S~ciety on Jan. 13 
will offer tours of Sun City's first model home, now 
under renovation as the society's museum. Page 2 

2007 
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. Society · plans : event 
Submitted photo 

. Jli.~~9r\¢~l s9c_iety :.,--. . : .. 
plans.open house .:,:.·: .. : 
. ' The Sun' Cities' Histori'cal Soci-· 

· ety 'w.rn. ho,ld. a· C6\iununity,'.Open 
House 1~3 p;m. JarL13. ·· · ,. · ;:'~ ... 
: '.'The''ev.ent takes': plac:e' 'a{th~ 
society's headquarters locate9 .in · 

· the very fi rst .Sun . City model 
~9.me ,~_uill by tne Del Webb Cor-. · 

. poratiori'.") 'he. 'building; · which 
also serves as a museum, is locat
ed at I 080 1 Oakmont-Ave ., Sun 
City . .. . 0:. . .. · , . < 
· · . The public will be able to tour 

· ·.the· faci lity and ·view steps being 
taken to restore the home to its 
ori~i~aL l~pO ,appearance. The 

· · building_ was the,._srpallest·.of thet 
fi r$t five model homes built in Suri:: 

. City. __ .. . . .. . . . . I . • . -:.· • .' 

Windermere Realty will sponsor an open house for the 
Sun Cities Historical Society from 1 to 3 p.m. Jan. 13 at 
-the historical society, 10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City. The 
society's home Is the first model home bu ilt by the Del 
,Web.b ,Corporatlo.n prior. to the .community's opening in ' 
1960. Muralist Paul Meier (kneeling) and Sun City res.ldent 
Bud Rowbotham compare Bud's. Corvair convertible with 

. ·. •Tours of the house begin on 
·. the patio' of Oakmont Recreation ~ 
Center, ·which is next'dqor;to the 
historic;al society. Hot dogs, 'chips'. 
and water will'be avai lablti · and ·, 
entertainment will be provided by. 
'.1 ni f)_e-person.jazz c9mbo. · 

.. the sketch of a 1960 model that Is bein~ P,f~pared-for the,: . •~ ·, 
carport wall _of the society's house. --- · - · - · 

- ·H1stor1ca1 Socl~ co unity ··· 
.. •• ' · Jan; 13·, . · · 

iTlj_~ Sur, Clties:Ar:e.a Hist9rical :: 
,,:;s,c1.~1~,!i!iC!sWi to~(ot.:~f.99s~·:; · · 

: :,::ers1,.boco.~_ijQ,c!~rgom~ t.~~~9.ra-,~.-· . . 
, tion. Includes food and 11-.:e J9ZZ, . 
-~Oakmont Recreation ce·nter;:/: 

: -~·107;25_W; Oakmont'Ave.;' Sun :-::· 
···qty. FREE. (6.23) 975-1815: . 
· ·scazhistory.org. . : 0 ··.>., 
... :~ .. ~ ......... ·'!'I--- · .. "\. _ ....... . __, ... ., ... _,_....., ., ._ .. """,.-'-.~ . . 

• • • I .' • • I /'!~,:I . I '~, 1 

Celebrating· -histo.ry•_-:·_ 
The s·un Cities Historical Society held ~,{ open _hou·se . 
Jan. 13 · at . its ' headquarters, .ho~sed , in , th~ very 'first 
model home· ever bu Ht in Sun City. Belva McIntosh 
dlre.cts· some of about 250 visitors who toure'd, the ·!>1:,1lld- , 
ing that·day. The horn~, originally sold ·the very:fli'st day , 
Sun City open'e,d - Jan. 1, 1960 .:... Is being renova,ted ~o · 
look as it did back in the 1960s. Today, the· museum Is · 
open 1 :'30~3:30 p.m. Tuesday th~ou·gh ·Frid!)Y• • ' ,... - • · · 

. . . ' 
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A Taste of Sun City History ·presented by the Sun Cities Historical Society 

Going in Circles in Sun City 
What does "goes inta" have to do 

with Sun Cities history? Pioneers must 
have been flexible, adventure seeking 
people with a sense of humor! How
ever, the very first people who moved 
here may nut have had one problem 
that faces every new resident today. 

That is the problem of learning to 
drive in circles, and the "goes intas" -
the latter being ci term coined by Dave 
Lindsey, the emcee and entertainer at 
Yesteryears in Phoenix. 

As if driving in Sun City with all of 
its circles doesn't keep you going in 
circles, the streets that si,n ply change 
names as one drives (without a turn) 
will! 

Recently a new AAA driver who had 
never driven in Sun City was assigned 
to deliver a battery to a resident stalled 
on Pineaire Drive. The driver called 
from 32nd Ave. and Olive and heard 
these directions: "continue on Olive 
until you reach 107th Ave., turn right 
and continue on. The street may be 
named Mountain View for a few 
blocks, but it will "go inta" 107th Ave. 

After crossing Grand Ave., 107th will 
"go inta" Del Webb Blvd. Continue 
until you reach Pineaire Dr., and turn 
right." 

The stalled motorist received a sec
ond call that 107th Ave. was blocked 
by road repair at Hope Dr. and which 
direction should he take? So now they 
had to deal with circles-and get back 
to 107th Ave.! 

Do you have an interesting story of 
driving in circles or lost on the "goes 
intas"? If so, please "come inta" the 
Sun Cities Historical Society Museum 
at 10801 Oakmont Drive and see the 
beautiful aerial views of our "Cities 
of Circles" and their connecting "goes 
intas." 

Our hours are 1:30 p.m . to 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday and other 
hours by appointment. Speakers are 
available for groups desiring a pro
gram. For more information, call 974-
2568. 

Happy New Year from all of us here 
at the Sun Cities Historical Society. 
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A Taste of Sun City History presented by the Sun Cities Historical Society 

Sun City's Religious Communities 
As part of the original design of Sun 

City, the Webb Corporation set aside 
land to accommodate churches and 
synagogues. 

There were only 30 couples in Sun 
City when Dr. Willis Witt and his wife 
Gladys came to SW1 City in May 1960. 
They eventually developed a grow
ing congregation that consisted of 61 
different denominations. The interest 
shown by . this group persuaded Dr. 
Witt to take an option on a 3 acre site 
on 107th Ave. Later the tract, located 
at 11250 N. 107th Ave., was expanded 
to. accommodate a parsonage-SW1 
City's first church. 

and since so many were grandpar
ents it seemed appropriate to name 
the parish "St. Joachim's" in honor of 
the father of the Virgin Mary and the 
grandfather of Jesus. 

Please visit the Sun Cities Histori
cal Society, located at 10801 Oakmont 
Drive, to learn about further devel
opments these religious communi
ties and their leadership in providing 
commW1ity services such as the first 
nursing home, day care center and the 
Sun Cities SW1shine Services. 

A Catholic parish had already been 
established for Youngtown, but was 
yet wmamed. The arrival of SW1 
Citians gave impetus to the parish 

Hours are Tuesday through Friday 
from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and other 
hours by appointment. Speakers are 
available for groups desiring a pro
gram. 

For more information, call 974-2568. 

Comtrtittee -~, 
. • . j j 

. sw~~!~ris J~lans ·· .. ~ 
for"·sun City~s ._e ·e 

;_50th ·birthday ' .O ~ 
• 1• ' I ~ 

. STAFF REPORT · rJJ 

?~' Tl;ie ·$_tinJCity,-§b,th Art · rJJ 

inty~r~jry.,'pJiµihtng _, com• §2 . 
mtttee wants. to draw . 

-•\I ' • •; )' 1 f • 
crowd to its Il_leeti~~ fro 
2 to 4 .P·rli;· ,"'.'edp~~day iI?, ->TJ 

the'lSocial .Hall ·of. J;akev .. g; 
~~w~ Rec fa~i~P,: ~ -~rnte .. 8 

U 05th iyem.1e a~d\Th~ - ► 
·~~rb~~a-$0~1,eya~d) . '· ~ 
· '., Sun\:PU:fe~!- AI'.€:~. His-
torial.· Society arid · Wi ·- ro 

' dermere Real Estate are .. 
springing for chocolatd,s I',:) 

. 'f2J 
and coffee and encoui:7 •o 
age residents to attend . . ::-:i 
and get involved i~ th_e 
community's golden jU: , 
,bilee ·, beginning Jan . . 1 
2010. --

.. 



Featuring 

€d Allen 

'Chis first Coffee is for VOLUN'C€€llS ONLY. 

Coll ond make your reservations 
Belva Mclntosh 974-6563. 

lleservotions ore required 
Seats for 1 5 only 

DA'C€: Monday, February 19 

'ClM€: 10:00 o.m. .. 

PLAC€: Sun Cities Historical Society 

Coffee ond goodies will be served. 

~irst of the series 



I Groups glimpse into 
past at Sun City's 
1st model home. . I 

~
sidents and visitors 

of Sun City had an 
pportunity to step 

back in history to 1960 
when they toured S~ City's 
first model home at 10801 
W. Oakmont Drive. 

This is home to the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Soci
ety and was the smallest of 
five model homes available 
when Sun City opened Jan. 
l; 1960. 

Visitors on Jan. 13 were . 
escorted in · small groups 
through the house to view 
the steps taken to restore 
Sun City's first model hom,e 
to its original 1960s appear
ance: ·Displays featured the 
changes that have taken 
place and those plapned for 
the future. . . ·., 

Tour guests found hot 
dogs, chips and bottled wa
ter waiting for them. cour
tesy of Windermere Realty, 
as well as a . nine-piece 
combo playing jazz and 
easy-listening music at the 
Oakmont Recreation Cen
ter. Additional funding for 
the event was provided by 
Latham Construction, Mar
gie's Laundromat ·& Clean
ers and Meredith Andrews 
Real Estate Professional. 

For information, call the 
Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society's Edson Allen at 
975-1815 or Susan Som
mers of Windermere Realty 
at 824-2543. 

OMLY NEWS-SUN www.,_dailyn~ws-sun.com 

Celebrating history 
The Sun Cities Historical Society held an open house 
Jan. 13 at its headquarters, housed in the very first 
model . home ever built iii Sun City. Belva McIntosh 
directs some of about 250 visitors who ~oured the build
ing that day. The home, originally sold the very first day 
Sun City opened'- Jan. 1, 1960 - is being renovated to 
look as it did back in the 1960s. Today, the museum is 
open 1 :30-3:30 p.m. Tuesday through Frfday. 

MONDAY, JAN 2.. JO? 



A Taste of Sun qty History presented by the Sun Cities Historical Society 

Becoming a City of Volunteers 
Sun City: City of Volunteers. How 

did that come about? 
Last month we focused on the need 

for volunteers to run the Recreation 
Centers and serve as civil servants to 
handle Sun City problems. The Pio
neers accepted these challenges with 
zeal. Due to residents' varied back
grounds, Sun City had a uniquely 
rich source from which to draw vol
unteers. We have volunteers helping 
wi th all the services for which they 
themselves may find ·a need at one 
time or another in the near futu re. 
The Sun City branch of the American 
Cancer Society, for example, came 
into being under the leadership of five 
men and women. Five churches-St. 
Christopher 's, Shepherd of the Desert, 
Church of the Palms, First Christian 
and First Methodist-joined the effort 

SUN VIEWS Rec . Cntrs SC 

between 1963 and 1965 and were 
responsible for getting education and 
crusade programs going. 

Sun City services have continued to 
grow and flourish , as has the number 
of people to aid in providing each 
service . Most, if not all, of the human 
services in Sun City originated when 
caring people recognized a need and 
took action; do Sunshine Services, 
Recreational Reading for the Blind, 
Interfaith or Meals on Wheels sound 
familiar? 

Come see us at the Sun Cities H i -
torical Museum at 10801 Oakmont 
Drive and learn all the details . We are 
open from 1 :30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tues
day through Friday and other hours 
by appointment. Speakers are avail
able for groups desiring a program. 

For more information, call 974-2568. 

April 2007 

SUN ClTlES AREA msTORICAL SOClETY 

d. ll . ·t d to "eoffee~ for 'Tllemben" 'tlou a.re cor LO. y LI\UL e 

n1 o t:l•:t: Go:t: 'Jh 'Tlame 
3/19/07 10:00 a.m . .,,_OW JUI\ \:.L y 
4/16/07 10:00 a.m <Jh.e 9:t:ar:1: of 'tlounq;~~ 
5/21/07 10:00 a.m eo:t::t:on 'Bolu :l:o Golf (1 

'Re~erua.:t:ion~ ~'R:,,.,e:..:,g--=u=ir~e_d -- ea.LL 623-97 4-6563 

'}leld a.t th.e ~un eitie~ 'Area. '}li~torica.l ~ociety 

10801 <.9a.kmont 'Driue 
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SUN CITIES AREA mSTORICAL SOCIETY 

'lja'll come to th.e 

9tutorical 9lo 'Down 
'i1.pril 30 at 10:00 am 

'Rranq yer th.inkin' cap and 

branq a cllpful of appreciation to sh.are 

with. all th.e 0th.er wonderflll uolllnteers! 

"Vittles (lllnch.) prouided 

'Rf?J'P by 'lllonday 'April 23-Giue a h.oller 623-97 4-6563 

'}leld down yander at th.e ~lln C?ities 'Area '}listorical ~ociety 



You've seen the famous gunfight in the movies -
Now find out what really happened! 

Step back in time to 1881 in Tombstone as 
Dr. John H. Ziegler investigates 

"6UNFI6HT AT THE OK CORRAL" 

Friday, March 30, 2007 - 1 p.m. 
R. H. Johnson Recreation Center Lecture Hall 

19803 R. H. Johnson Blvd., Sun City West 
(Between the Village Store and the Bowling Pavilion) 

ADMISSION IS FREE! 
Light refreshments will be served. 

Dr. John H. Ziegler is a retired -college philosophy · and 
film teacher. Through resear:c.h in legal documents, 
photographs, diaries, newspapers, and scholarly studies, 
Dr. Ziegler will examine the famous confrontation as it 
looked in the late fall of 1881. 

_ This program is sponsored by the Sun Cities Area Historical Society in cooperation · 
with the Sun City West Recreation Centers and the Arizona Humanities Council. _· · 

Recreation 
Centers 

Ariz@na 

SuntityWest 
H uman~ ties· 

Coi, ncil 
Sh:1rln~ .:ult ure~. l:nrk:hin~ communillel'>. 

Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City, AZ 85351 

623-97 4-2568 www.scazhistory.org 
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Minnesota Club Plans Activities 
The social activities of the Min

nesota Club have been suspended 
for the summer months. The board, 
however, has met and come up 
with a sizzling calendar of events 
for 2007-2008. In order to avoiding 
missing any of these get-togethers, 
we suggest you mark your calen
dars with these dates: 

Saturday, November 10 
Welcome Back Luncheon 
Union Hills Country Club 
Featuring entertainment by The Beach 
Bums, performing folk songs, music 
from the 50s and 60s and country and 
western. 

Friday, December 7 
Holiday Luncheon 
Officers Club, Luke AFB 
Dennis Murphy will provide music to 

dance by, sing along with or just si1 
back and enjoy. Lots of prizes and a 50-
50 drawing. 

Thursday, January 10 
Wine and Cheese 
Community Center, Sun City West 

Wednesday, February 20 
Luncheon and matinee perf01 
mance of "Fiddler on the Roof" 
Arizona Broadway Theatre, Peoria 

Thursday, March 27 
Annual Picnic 
Beardsley Park, Sun City West 

April 
Beer and Pizza Party (time and plac 
to be determined) 

For information on events or membership, c 
546-0557. 

Clay Club Begins Work on "Empty Bowls" 
The Sun City Clay Club and friend 

Duncan Tweed of Ironwood High, 
a member of Arizona Clay, had a 
great workday Saturday, April 21. 
The club members got started on the 
bowls that thev will contribute to 

stores in the Valley, since not everJ 
one can get into Phoenix for the mai 
event. The 2007 Empty Bowls eve1 
will be held in October; the specif 
date is to be announced. 

Over the last 17 years the Sun Ci 
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Volunteer Bureau Taps Talent and 
Volunteer Spirit of Sun Citians 

What was your first thought when 
rou read the sign "Sun City-City 
)f Volunteers"? What thoughts did 
t conjure up? Are you acquainted 
with the Volunteer Bureau? Its 
notto is "Caring, Sharing, Serving." 
)oes this tempt you to read on? 

The Bureau was conceived in 1981 
JY the Community Council as a 
neans of tapping the wellstream of 
;olunteers available and needed in 
:he Sun Cities area. After a year of 
1ssessing needs, the council voted in 
l982 to assist in the organization of 
mch a group. 

Today, the Bureau's recruits assume 
mch widely varied roles as office 
Norkers, tutors and teacher's aides. 
rhey support cultural resources by 
;erving as tour guides and library 
1ides. They man information desks 
md provide services to museums 
md theaters, not to mention work 
Nith the handicapped, drive and 
;hare other special talents. 

As of February 1984 over 200 jobs 
consisting of more than 100 types of 
services were available through the 
Bureau. 

The work of this group verifies the 
adage "You give but little when you 
give of your possessions. It is when 
you give of yourself that you truly 
give." The financial generosity of 
Sun Citians is a matter of record, but 
the quality of their volunteerism is 
what sets them apart. 

Please come in to see us at the Sun 
Cities Historical Society, where you 
can learn more about this active 
and capable Bureau. The Museum 
is located at 10808 Oakmont Drive 
next door to the Oakmont Recre
ation Center. Summer hours for the 
Museum are Friday and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to noon and other hours 
by appointment. Speakers are avail
able for groups desiring a program. 
For more information, call 974-2568. 
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Volunteer Bureau Taps Talent and 
Volunteer Spirit of Sun Citians 

What was your first thought when 
you read the sign "Sun City-City 
of Volunteers"? What thoughts did 
it conjure up? Are you acquainted 
with the Volunteer Bureau? Its 
motto is "Caring, Sharing, Serving." 
Does this tempt you to read on? 

The Bureau was conceived in 1981 
by the Community Council• as a 
means of tapping the wellstream of 
volunteers available and needed in 
the Sun Cities area. After a year of 
assessihg needs, the council voted in 
1982 to assist in the organization of 
such a group. 

Today, the Bureau's recruits assume 
such widely varied roles as office 
workers, tutors and teacher's aides. 
They support cultural resources by 
serving as tour guides and library 
aides. They man information desks 
and provide services to museums 
and theaters, not to mention work 
with the handicapped, drive and 
share other special talents. 

As of February 1984 over 200 jobs 
consisting of more than 100 types of 
services were available through the 
Bureau. 

The work of this group verifies the 
adage "You give but little when you 
give of your possessions. It is when 
you give of yourself that you truly 
give." The financial generosity of 
Sun Citians is a matter of record, but 
the quality of their volunteerism is 
what sets them apart. 

Please come in to see us at the Sun 
Cities Historical Society, where you 
can learn more about this active 
and capable Bureau. The Museum 
is located at 10808 Oakmont Drive 
next door to the Oakmont Recre
ation Center. Summer hours for the 
Museum are Friday and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to noon and other hours 
by appointment. Speakers are avail
able for groups desiring a program. 
For more information, call 974-2568. 
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Sunshine Comes to Sun Citians 
Looking back to the early days of 

Sun City, one must really applaud 
the manner in which caring residents 
recognized the needs of fellow Sun 
Citians-and took action. The devel
opment of the Sun City Sunshine 
Service Inc. is a splendid example. 
At the prodding of concerned resi
dents, in 1961 the forerunners of the 
Home Owners Association created 
a Sunshine Committee to aid those 
who could not afford to pay the 
modest $40 recreation fee. 

The committee learned that the 
. cost of renting a hospital bed-not 
an uncommon need in a retirement 
community-was $35 per month, 
again a prohibitive cost for many. The 
committee spent half of its remain
ing treasury to buy three beds and 
mattresses from Memorial Hospital, 
and one kind person donated money 
for a fourth bed. Other items such as 
wheelchairs and walking aids were 
added, and these items were loaned 

SUN VIEWS R Ct S ec. n rs un 

free of charge starting in the spring 
of 1962. 

Eventually the storage of all these 
items became a real problem. The Del 
Webb Corporation was consulted 
and they were willing to provide a 
lot and, at cost, construct a building. 
However, before this could happen, 
the Sunshine Committee would have 
to be incorporated. On July 1, 1965, 
the newly named Sunshine Service, 
Inc. received from DEVCO the key 
to a 30 by SO-foot building located at 
10307 Coggins Dr . 

Come visit the Sun Cities Histori
cal Society located at 10801 Oakmont 
Drive to follow the development of 
Sunshine Service. The Society is open 
from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday and other hours by 
appointment. Speakers are available 
for groups desiring a program. 

For more information, call 974-
2568. 

City May 2007 
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PHOTOS BY MICHAEL GING/THE REPUBLIC 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society headquarters is housed in one of Sun 
City's original model homes, which opened in 1960. 

Historical society receives 
helping hand from Pulte 

T H E RE P UB LI C 

The Sun Cities Area Historical So
ciety's headquarters got a bit of a face 
lift this week, thanks to Pulte Homes' 
interest in preserving local history. 

The historical society's museum 
and headquarters is, appropriately 
enough, inside the Kentworth House, 
one of the first five model homes built 
by Del Webb in 1959. Located at 
10801 Oakmont Drive in Sun City, it 
was to this house that hundreds of 
buyers flocked on Jan. 1, 1960, when 
homes went on sale in the original 
Sun City, the first retirement commu
nity of its kind. 

David Verble, a historical society 
spokesman, said business was so 
brisk that first day that Del Webb ran 
out of sales receipts. These days, 
however, the building's sub-flooring 
needed repairs, as age was causing it 
to deteriorate and the building was in 
danger of shifting on its concrete pad. 

"The structure sort of crumbled in 
the floor area," Verble said. 

Pulte Homes, which bought Del 
Webb Corp. in 2001, provided free la
bor and materials on Tuesday to sta
bilize the flooring. 

The historical society also beefed 
up some of its exhibits recently and 
"we're really .making strides iri at
tracting the public," Verble said. The 
museum depicts the history of the ar
ea dating back to pre-Sun City days, 
when it was a cotton farming com-

The Sun ·cities Area Historical Society 
headquarters serves as a museum 
featuring the area's past. 

The museum depicts 
the history of the area 
dating back to pre-Sun 
City days, when it was 

a cotton farming 
community known as 

Marinette. 

munity known as Marinette. 
The museum's summer hours, 

through the end of August, are 10 a. m. 
to noon Fridays and Saturdays. The 
rest of the year, it is open from 1:30 to · 
3:30 p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays. 
More info: (623) 974-2568 1 or 
www.scazhistory.org/. 
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Historic 
home gets 
fresh floor 
STAFF REPORT 

Pulte Homes installed a 
new floor Wednesday in a 
room of the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society museum, 
giving it a small facelift. 

David Verble, a board , 
member and vice president 
of the h~storical society, said 
the floor began to crumble, 
so they asked Pulte Homes 
to replace· it. The room, the 
original sales office for Sun 
City in the 1950s, is an ad
dition to the home. 

"We noticed the floor be- . 
came spongy and gave way 
to people's weight," he said. 

Crystal Patriarche, a 
Pulte spokeswoman. said 

PETE PALLAGVDAILY NEWS-SL•, 

A room in the Sun Cities Area Historical Society received a new floor frori 
Pulte Homes Wednesday, with the aid of their customer re lations managu 
Zach Stewart. 

they were glad to help re
place the floor as one of 
their community service 
projects. 

"It's an honor to help pre
serve history with this mu-

seum," she said. 
The historical societ) 

museum was one of the five 
original model homes build
er Del Webb showed pro
spective buyers. 
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From the Editor 

Sun City continues to evolve as area expands 
By Zach Colick 
Independent Newspilpers 

Tile landscape of the West Val
ley has changed considerably over 
the past 50 years for many living in 
Sun City - and 
most notice-
ably for 
younger gener
ations like me 
over the past 
decade. 

I bet many 
can rernember 
the days when 
corn and cotton Zach 
fields were as Colick 
abundant as 
the number of car dealerships dot~ 
ting Bell Road, and Sun City was an 
isolated commu nity, separated 
from the hustle and bustle of 
Phoenix. 

· I remember a West Valley (bare
ly) 10 years ago that was home to 
Arrowhead Towne Center· - and 
that's about it. 

Give me a break; I am only 23 
years old. 

What 
do you 
think? i 

How has Sun 
City grown since 
you became a resi
dent? 

• Public forums 
.www.newszap.com 

• 24-hour Speak Out line 
623-445-2892 

•E-mail 
zcolick@newszap.com 

and ·recreation centers to more 
than 40,000 people. · 

(
.,. Last week, the Sun City Home 
Owners Association reminded me 
and others how much Sun City has 
evolved over the past 40-plus years 
when they invited Ruby Wells from 
the Sun City Historical Society to 
speak about the area's growth. 

Ms. Wells discussed how Del 
Webb Corp. heard from people 
skeptical of the idea that seniors 
would w ant to live 17 miles away 
from the Phoenix metro area, iso-

Some mere 10 years ago, 1 lated from their ch ildren and 
remember driving west on Bell grandchildren. 
Road from Scottsdale with my dad However we all know the 
for what seemed like hours as we active adult ~etirement living style 
wan_ted to see a movie that was only was a hit from the get go. 
playmg at the AMC movie theater Established on 10,000 acres of 
inside Arrowhead Towne Center. farmland , Sun City opened in Janu-

Heck, I did not even know Sun ary 1960 when carloads of people 
City was virtually right down the lined up for miles on Grand 
road located just outside the Avenue and converged on the 
Phoenix metropolitan area. newly ordained active retirement 

But I have came to discover dur- community. 
ing my almost one-year tenure at Su n City already had five model 
Independent Newspapers that Sun homes, a recreation center, golf 
City offers a wealth of golf courses / course ai:id shopping center built 

~ 

on opening day. 
"A new kind of living began to 

flower," Ms. Wells said . 
From there, Phase Two and 

Phase Three were eventually built 
north of Grand Avenue - once a 
two-lane road primarily used to 
travel to Wickenburg - and more 
recreation centers and golf courses 
were constructed. 

The Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society, 10801 Oakmont Drive, can 
be reached at 623-974-2568 or by 
visiting www.scazhistory.org. 

It is open 10 a.m.-noon Friday 
and Saturday or by special appoint
ment in June, July and August. 

Share your thoughts on how 
Sun City has grown over the years 
and what you enjoy most about liv
ing here by sending a Letter to the 
Editor or visiting www.newszapfo
rums.com/forum29. 

Ecliror 's note: Zach Colick is 
News Editor of the Sun Cities 
Independent. He can be reached 
at 623-972-6 IO I or zcolick(a 
newszap.com. 
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The Sun Cities Area Historical Society headquarters is housed in one of Sun 
City's original mo.del homes, which opened in 1960. 

Historical society receives 
helping hand from Pulte · 

THE REPUBLI C 

The Sun Cities Area Historical So
ciety's headquarters got a bit of a face 
lift this week, thanks to Pulte Homes' 
interest in preserving local history. 

The historical society's museum 
and headquarters. is, appropriately 
enough, inside the Kentworth House, 
one of the first five model homes built • 
by Del Webb in 1959. Located at 
10801 Oakmont Drive in Sun City, it 
was to this house that hundreds of 
buyers flocked on Jan. 1, 1960, when 
homes went on sale in the original 
Sun City, the first retirement commu
nity of its kind. 

David Verble, a historical society 
spokesman, said business was so 
brisk that first day that Del Webb ran 
out of sales receipts. These days, 
however, the building's sub-flooring 
needed repairs, as age was causing it 
to deteriorate and the building was in 
danger of shifting on its concrete pad. 

"The structure sort of crumbled in 
the floor area,'' Verble said. 

Pulte Homes, which bought Del 
Webb Corp. in 2001, provided free la
bor and materials on Tuesday to sta
bilize the flooring. 

The historical society also beefed 
up some of its exhibits recently .and 
'-we're really .making strides in at
tracting the public," Verble said. The 
museum depicts the history of the ar
ea dating back to pre-S_un 9ty days, 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
headquarters serves as a museum 
featuring the area's past. · 

The museum depicts 
the history of the area 
dating back to pre-Sun 
City days, when it was 

a cotton farming 
community known as 

Marinette. 

munity known as Marinette. 
The museum's summer hours, 

through the end of August, are 10 a.m. 
to noon Fridays and Saturdays. The 
rest of the year, it is open from 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays. 
More info: (623) 974-2568 1 or 
www.scazhistory.org/. 
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MICHAEL GING/THE REPUBLIC 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society headquarters is a museum dedicated to the 
area's past. It is getting a face lift, thanks to Pulte Homes. 

Pulte shores up historical site 
THE REPUHL IC 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Socie
ty's headquarters got a bit of a face lift 
this week, thanks to Pulte Homes' inter
est in preserving local history. 

The historical society's museum and 
headquarters is, appropriately enough, 

inside the Kentworth House, one of the 
first five model homes built by Del 
Webb in 1959. 

It was to this house at 10801 W. Oak
mont Drive in Sun City that hundreds of 
bµyers flocked on Jan. 1, 1960, when 
homes went on sale in the original Sun 

See PULTE J>age 17 
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Historical building receives face lift 
, PULTE 

Continued from Page 16 

City, the first retirement community of 
its kind. 

David Verble, a historical society 
spokesman, said business was so brisk 
that first day that Del Webb ran out of 
sales receipts. 

These days, however, the building's 
sub-flooring needed repairs, as age was 
causing it to deteriorate and the build
ing was in danger of shifting on its con
crete pad. 

"The structure sort of crumbled in 
the floor area:' Verble said. 

Pulte Homes, which bought Del 
Webb Corp. in 2001, provided free labor 
and materials on Tuesday to stabilize 
the flooring. 

The historical society also beefed up 
some of its exhibits recently and ''we're 
really making strides in attracting the 
public," Verble said. The museum de
picts the history of the area dating back 
to pre-Sun City days, when it was a cot
ton farming community known as Ma
rinette. 

The museu1n's summer hours, 
through the end of August, are 10 a.m. to 
noon Fridays and Saturdays. The rest of 
the year, it is open from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

MICHAEL GING/THE REPUBLIC 

Pulte Homes employees Darryl 
Dineyazhe (left) and Zac Stewart tear 
up the floor at the Kentworth House. 

The museum depicts the 
history of the area 

dating back to pre-Sun 
City days, when it was a 

cotton farming 
community known as 

Marinette. 

Tuesdays through Fridays. More info: 
(623) 974-2568 or www.scazhis
tory.org/. 



A Taste of Sun City History presented by the Sun Cities Historical Society 

Pioneers Sought a Physician for Sun City 
Picture if you will, Sun City as a 

sleepy village that has just grown 
to 500 strong, synonymous with 
quality at its best, with residents 
enjoying their newly acquired 
leisure. There was a gnawing, 
growing concern, however, that 
they couldn't find some of life's 
necessities just around the corner. 
At the top of the list was medical 
care. There was neither a facility 
nor a physician nearby. 

Long before this, Del Webb had 
realized that a retirement commu
nity without health care would be 
hard to sell. The DEVCO build
ers had started construction on 
a $75,000 medical clinic and had 
promised to supply it with all 
basic medical equipment. There 
were waiting rooms, treatment 
rooms, labs and x-ray rooms
but no doctor. 

Finally one physician, Dr. Rob
ert Stump, was interested in slow
ing down and found the sleepy 
village of Sun City interesting. 
Dr. Stump had initially started as 
a Santa Fe Railroad doctor in the 

wilds of northern Arizona. After 
suffering through primitive situa
tions, he finally built himself and 
his patients a hospital in Win
slow. Now, Sun City looked very 
attractive. As luck would have it, 
a problem appeared immediately 
as Dr. Stump had a 10-year-old 
son. How would you, had you 
been one of those 500 residents, 
have solved this? With an up-to
date facility ready to go-and no 
physician? 

Come to the Sun Cities Histori
cal Society located at 10801 Oak
mont Drive and learn not only 
how this urgent problem was 
resolved, but also about the con
tinuing changes that have been 
made to bring us the myriad of 
services we now enjoy today. 
Summer hours for the Museum 
are Friday and Saturday from 10 
a.m. to noon, and other hours by 
appointment. Speakers are avail
able for groups desiring a pro
gram. For more information, call 
974-2568. 
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A Taste of Sun City History presented by the Sun Cities Historical Society 

The Story of Sun City's 
"Dog-Gone" Fire Hydrants 

The "dog days" of summer call 
to mind a situation that one early 
pioneering resident brought to the 
attention of our community. And, 
like a dog with a bone, he worried 
about it until he found a solution 
to his liking. In June 1965 Mr. H.K. 
Mulcahy, an early resident, learned 
that if one lived within 1,000 feet 
of a fire hydrant, insurance com
panies would adjust rates, saving 
the homeowner $6 to $13 per year 
on insurance. But there were no 

/ hydrants in Sun City! 
Mr. Mulcahy's next move was to 

visit the water company where he 
learned that the company could 
install a hydrant for $675. This 
sent the earnest problem-solver 
to discuss the situation with his 
neighbors and friends. Ultimately, 
he collected $10 from those who 
considered this a problem. The 
Daily News-Sun eventually figured 
prominently in the story when 
on October 21, 1965, the paper 
printed an editorial concerning 

I the situation. However, nothing 
happened until December 2, 1965, 

when a resident, writing humor
ously for his dog, had this letter 
printed in the Daily News-Sun: 
"The past six months or so, there 
has been considerable agitation 
going around here regarding the 
purchase and installation of fire 
hydrants. Maybe it means that we 
dogs may soon get to enjoy this 
thoughtful addition to the land
scape." 

Now, the community responded. 
In time for Christmas 48 hydrants 
were installed at no cost to the resi
dents; Mr. Mulcahy was refunded 
his $675. By July man and beast 
were smiling and safe! 

Come visit the Sun Cities His
torical Society, located at 10801 
Oakmont Drive, to learn more 
tales of the problems of our early 
pioneers and how they were 
resolved. Summer hours are Fri
day and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
noon and other hours by appoint
ment. Speakers are available for 
groups desiring a program. 

For more information, call 974-2568. 
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A Taste of Sun City History presented by the Sun Cities Historical Society 

Getting Around Sun City 
Do you ever have transportation 

problems within Sun City? Have 
you ever wondered about trans
portation in the early days or how 
it changed over the years? Initially, 
in 1963 Del Webb put a trolley on 
the street called a "Shop Lifter." 
The custom-built 25-seat open 
trailer, pulled by a jeep, carried 
residents and visitors from the 
Grand Shopping Center to stops 
around the neighborhood. Alas, it 
was discontinued after two years. 

Soon thereafter the Sun Cities 
Merchant's Association met and on 
December 12, 1965, bus line opera
tor Arthur Lambert of Youngtown 
announced that bus service would 
start in January. DEVCO owned 
the gleaming red and white 18-
seat "minibus" but leased it to Mr. 

Lambert. In 1969 the popular van 
was replaced by a new and larger 
Bluebird bus, freshly painted in I 
bright sunburst colors. The ser
vice made hourly rounds from 8 
a.rn. to 7 p.rn. six days a week and 
on Sundays if there were enough 
requests. 

Corne visit the Historical Society 
located at 10801 Oakmont Drive 
to learn how the Molly Trolley fol
lowed the "Bluebird" and about 
the ups and downs that ensued to 
provide and maintain local trans
portation in Sun City. Summer 
hours for the Museum are Friday 
and Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon 
and other hours by appointment. 
Speakers are available for groups 
desiring a program. for more 
information, call 974-2568. 



regular hours of I :30-3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday, begin-

History museum 
closes for renovation 

ning Sept. 4. . 
The Historical Society is an 

all-volunteer organization that 
seeks to preserve and record 
the history of the Sun Cities. Call 
623-974-5377 or 623-974-2568 to 
learn more about volunteer op
portunities. 

The Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society will close its museum and 
headquarters for renovations. The 
museum, located al 10801 W 
-Oakmont Drive in Sun City, will 
remain closed through Sept. 4. 

The museum will resume 

The society's board of direc
tors is also seeking a candidate to 
serve on its board. If interested, 
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Historical society 
closes for revamp 
STAFF REPORT 

The museum of the 
Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society has been under a · 

going major renovations. 
To complete these ren

ovations, the museum 
will be closed to the pub
lic until Sept. 3. The mu
seum will reopen at 1 :30 
p.m . Sept. 4, with regular 
hours from 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday. 

The Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society is an 
all-volunteer organiza
tion. Those who would 
like to help preserve his
tory in the first home built 
by Del Webb in Sun City, 
or act as guides through 
the museum are asked 

to call the society at 97 4-
2568 or Jane Freeman 
at 974-5377. Materials 
and training will be pro
vided. Training sessions 
are scheduled for August 
and October, when winter 
residents return. · 

The board of trustees 
a lso is made of volun
teers, who serve three
year . terms. Candidates 
are needed for secretary 
of the board, as well as 
editor of the quarterly 
newsletter. Those inter
ested in either position 
should send their infor
mation by mail to David 
Verble at the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Sociefy, 
10801 Oakmont Drive, 
Sun City, AZ 85351. 

DAILY NEWS-SUN w:oNESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2007 
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How the Sun City Posse Was Born < 
The Sheriff's Posse of Sun City was 

the brainchild of Louis Inwood, who 
proposed the formation of a reserve 
Squadron to the Sun City Board of 
Directors in 1962. This idea was lost 
under the more urgent business of 
community growth until 1973. 

Eventually, Andy Wagner, the Sher
iff's Chief Civilian Aide and Director, 
became the organizer and founder of 
a new unit called the Sheriff's Posse 
of Sun City. This new group boasted 
52 dedicated men and women. All 52 
were given legal status as peace offi
cers after a security check by the FBI 
and approval of the Sheriff. 

On October 30, 1973, the new Posse 
held its first election of officers. There 

was instant confusion when the troops 
hit the street as no one had considered 
uniforms, and one could not tell the 
prowlers from the Posse! A white plas
tic helmet with a Sheriff's emblem and 
a whistle on a gold chain became the 
first uniform. 

Please visit the Sun Cities Histori
cal Society located at 10801 Oakmont 
Drive and learn how the Posse's duties 
have increased as Sun City grew in 
number to some 12,000 homes. Hours 
at the Museum are 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 
pm Tuesday through Friday, and other 
hours by special appointment. Speak
ers are available for groups desiring a 
program. 

For more information, call 972-2568. 
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A Taste of Sun City History presented by the Sun Cities Historical Society 

Taking PRIDE In Sun City 
Do you know what "the PRIDES" 

stands for? They are Proud Residents 
Independently Donating Essential 
Services and they've been busy doing 
just that since 1980-keeping Sun City 
clean and beautiful. 

In 1980 DEVCO turned over to 
Maricopa County the responsibility 
for Sun City streets and the beauti
fully landscaped medians and the 
parkways that went with them. The 
County accepted this but the Board 
of Supervisors found they only could 
assign six full-time positions for total 
maintenance. By this time the city had 
45,000 residents, spread over eleven 
square miles, with 210 miles of streets 
and 32,000 trees and plantings on the 
medians alone. 

Upon reading this, Joseph McIntyre 
wrote a letter to the editor of the Daily 
News-Sun, calling for volunteers to 

meet with him to assist the County 
in the care and grooming of Sun City. 
Only three volunteers appeared for 
that first meeting, but the number 
was doubled by the next week. By the 
spring of 1982, the number of volun
teers grew to roughly 400. The Sun 
City PRIDES were ready to incorpo
rate! 

Come visit the Sun City Histori
cal Society Museum located at 10801 
Oakmont Drive, and learn the details 
about the PRIDES' organizational 
structure and funding, as well as their 
pride in being the PRIDES. 

The museum is open from 1:30 p.m. 
to 4:30 pm Tuesday through Friday 
and other hours by special arrange
ment. Speakers are available for those 
desiring a program. 

For more information, call 972-2568. 
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Meet Your Neighbo·r: ~elva McIntosh 
Age: 83 . both retired and were looking for a make me feel good about helping 
Town/Neighborhood: Quail good place to get out of the cold, people. , 

Run, Sun City ' and Sµn City had so. much to offer. · · My interests & hobbies: Cro-
What I like most about liv- , Where I lived before & why I cheting, working and playing pn 

ing here: Among many others, all left: We lived in Utah cµ1d we were the computer and learning _to play 
the amenities Sun City has to offer. both retiring from our1obs. ., the organ. , · 

Changes I'd like to 'see: May- My family: I have two sons, The best and/or worst time 
be less air pollutjon. · · ., one in U~ah and one il Colorado. in my life: · Best time -- when my 

What I'll) excited about: His- I have two daughters, .one in ·Sun children were small. Worst time --
torical Society, because the history_ City Qrand ana one living with me. when my husband died. . 
of Sun City is so fascinating and it is . What I, do: I volunteer at the Best/worst habits: Neatness 
fun sharing it with others. · _ Historical Society, Interfaith _Com~ is both good and bad. 

Favorite community cause munity Services and Meals on People who inspirectme: My 
& why: Interfaith · Community · Wheels.. mother, by,her good example. 
Services. They provide so many What I like most about what Philosophy: Accept people as · 
needed seryices to people · in {he I do: The more I learn about the they are. · · 
community. . . history of Sun City the mor~ plea- Advice to today's youth: Get 

.When & Why I moved Here: sure I get out of sharing it ... Both to know and understand people 
We moved here in 1979. We tiad Interfaith and Meals on \.vnee)s before making judgments.· 



SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

RELEASE: week of Oct. 8, 2007 

COFFE HOUR FOR SCAHS MEMBERS 

Grace Nix Havlik will speak at the Sun Cities Area )~ 

Histo:rical Society members coffee on Monday, October~ 2007. 

She will talk on the legacy left by her father,Fred Kabica, 

including the mural at the SUNDOME. 

The meeting is for Museum members only and starts at 10 a.m. 

and will be held at the Museum 10801 Oakmont Drive. 
/ 

Seating is limited and members wishing to attend are asked to 

call Ann at 623-486-3201 

SUN CITIES AREA IDSTORICAL SOCIETY 

'\.Jou are cordially inui.ted to "C2offee1 for 'Tnem6er1" 
>( 

Get 22, 2007 10:00 am ')low th.e ~11ndome Qot 'lts 'Tn11ra.l 

'Tlou 12, 2007 10:00 am ')low ~11n <2ity Qrew 

'Re1eruati.oru 'Reg.ui.red -- <2all 623-486-3201 

')leld at th.e Sun C2i.ti.e1 'Area '}lutori.cal Society 

10801 Gakmont 'Dri.ue ;68 



THE NORTH 

Sun eltie,g /ltea cfl.lsto'lical Socie.tl[ 

10801 Oakmont "/)'live 

Sun eltl[ 

DAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2007 

trivia on sale . Treasures, . H'storical Society will 
The Sun C1t1es Area I Trivia Sale Oct. 18- \J res 

hold its annual Treasures P~oceeds from the sale and Trivia 19, from 8 a.m. to 1 P:m. costs of its museum 
help pay f1o0r8~~e;:~~ont Drive, Sun City. For 
located at a 
information, call 623-974-256 . 

Garage Sale 
October 18 and 19, 2007 

8:oo a.nt. - 1:00 p.nt. 
10801 Oakmont Drive 

Something for everyone 

If you have anything you would like to contribute to the sale, 
for the benefit of SCAHS, please bring the items in before 
October 10th• No clothing, please. 



. October 31 , .2oor1 

Get your'✓kicks with 
. Route.66 flashb•ck 

· Richard .and . Sherry 
· Mangum, .co-authors of 
"Route 66 Across Arizona" 
will descrtbe the golden 
days of this important high
way at the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society's annual , 
meeting at 1 p.m. Thurs-· . 
day in the Hoover Rbom of 
the-Sun City Librruy in Bell 

. Recreation Center, 16828 
N. 99thAve. 

Residents . of Flagstaff, · 1 

the Mangtilhs have pub
lished a dozen books and 
scores of articles about 
northern Arlzona and have 

,.-.,been chosen as · Arizona 
Culture Keepers. The Ari
zona Humanities Council 
will sponsor their appear
ance in Sun City. 

Route -66 was described 
as ."America's Main Street" 
by its boosters and as the 
"Mother Road" by · John 
Steinbeck. Although it 
crossed eight states, Arizo
na was the part that stuck 
in people's minds. The road 
was of great value to the 
state, not only for the tour
ist dollars it pumped into 
cash registers along the. 
route, · but for creating an 
image of Alizona that drew 
many people to the area. · 

Tiie program will .be • full 
· of ol~ photographs, maps 

Ii and other illustrations_. The 
meeting is. free to the pub-

1 lie. light refreshments wtlI 
I. be seIVed. The society is 
. at 10801 Oakmont· Drive, 

Sun City. For information, 
call 623-97 4-2568 or visit 
www.scazJ;listory.org. 
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Ric;:h'~d, .ind· Sherry rvfa:ngum, 

rn-aut!1ors qf "Route 6:6 A9ross 
Ariz0na," v0lldescribe the golden .· 

. day1f·oJ this important :highway 
. l . ·p;ni. Thqrsday, Nov. 8 in the 
_ Hoo,v,:$r ~oqm •,of S';!,p City ~ibrary, 
. ,. I 6a,2,0,N; ~Q~b ~¥~.;>, ,;,, . · 

· ·Rottte• 66 ,.was_· ·described as 
''.4meric'a!s Mait-f Stieet'! by its sup-

. .porters and; as:the. '"Mottoier Rp&d" . 
by_ }ohn• Ste;il]l~i:!ck. ;. $q:n~s were 
wntten .abol!i,tc ·.JLa"1d .-a:,, te·levision 
.s~rJe§ _cel~bT<1J,teqi;it Arizof,la.isone 

·. of.eighJ ·s~ates'.<th.e l)tghway ·crossed 
· and ft pro,vic!~d •gr.e~t -vaJue to the 
·· state.in- JoqrjSt..dfuJlars :an'd. creat-
. ing and) nii.!\g<c ,of Arizona that ap- . 
pe~Jem1tb' m;i]li$ns q'Qd fltew.mote 
Re0pleto the state. · · 

· The, presentation is free and 
. open .to the public. 
. Residents of Flagstaff, the Man- . 
' gum~ have · published ,a:. dozen I 

books and scores of artide$; Iibout 
. no'i'thetn. Ariz.ona and w~lt~~:fho
s~.Jl,;·, ~t: f;J;i,zo'na Cultµre ·I<i ~l!>ers. · 

· Their,'Stitl'Cil)l'1a:pp~ari,.mee is spon
sored . bt;tfue~~~ona Huw.ranities 
CounciL 

,. ' 

·, "WYLIYIRG_ 
4R i,2-<> ./Y A- R. e (' t , /;ltc 
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MEETIN~s-: 
Sun'Cities Area Historical Society-1 p.m. 
Co-authors Richard and Sherry Mangum 
will describe the golden-days of Route 
66, "America's Main Street" by its boost
ers and i:IS the "Mother Ro'ad" by John. 
Steinbeck, In the Hoover Room of the Sun 
City Library, 16828 N. 99th Ave. 623-
97501815. 



;4 nnua.l /ft. ee.tl~ 

Sun eltle.!J ;4tea. cl-ll!Jtotica.l Socle.tl( 
1:00 p.m., Novemkt 8, 2007 

J.loovet ~oom at Sun eltlf £lka'llf 

ROUTE 66 ACROSS ARIZONA 
o travel Adventure 

With Rlchord & Shen-i ~ 

GET YOUR KICKS 

ROUTE 
us 

66 
ROAD TRIP 
Ariz ~ na 

Human ties 
Co ncil 

Sharing culture • l:nri hlng communities. 



Sun Cities Area Historical Society 

A REVIEW OF 2007 

January Open House Jump-Started the Year! On a rainy 
windy day, more than 250 people showed up for a tour of the 
Society's house on Oakmont. Thanks to the folks at 
Windermere West Valley Real Estate, there was food to 
munch on while waiting, and music to help make the time fly 
by. Due to the record crowd, tours had to be brief - and many 
people returned later for a more leisurely look. 

Membership Up 40%!! The Open House brought the 
Society great publicity, and 13 memberships were purchased -"' . 
at the event. A new membership brochure, an increased number of visitors, and the efforts of the 
Membership Committee to encourage renewals, all contributed to the largest boost in the Society's 
membership base since it was formed in 1986. 

"Ahead to the Past" Project Nears Completion! In 2006, the focus 
was on the living room, showing how it might have looked in 1960 
when this was a model home. In 2007, new photo enlargements were 
added to give a better feeling of the exciting Jan. I, 1960 opening 
weekend. Other changes this year, included: 

A compact Media Center was created in what was once a front 
bedroom. Film and VHS copies of significant events in the life of Sun 
City have been transferred to DVDs, and are available for visitors' 
viewing. The original Del Webb promotional film shown to visitors 
back in the 1960s - "The Beginning" - has proved so popular that we 
now have copies for sale. It's an entertaining look at the cars, 
fashions, and activities popular in that era. Visitors can also listen to 
taped interviews with early "pioneers," as well as with key individuals 
that helped shape the Sun Cities. 

The Office Area was rearranged for greater efficiency, and has a fresh, new look thanks to some 
great furniture finds at the Habitat for Humanity outlet store. Volunteers spent countless hours 
reorganizing the content of filing cabinets and shelves, greatly reducing the space required. Long-time 
member/docent/archivist/trustee Phyllis Street donated a new copy machine to speed up the task of 
preserving clippings, articles and other documents regarding the history of the Sun Cities. 



Transparent cabinet doors were added to a hall closet to display a silver tea and coffee set donated by 
former, long-time trustee and volunteer, Ruth Morton. Many retirees brought such sets with them when 
they moved to Arizona- but few have used them since. A '60s period table and chair set was added to 
the kitchen, and the Society was given a table and chair set from the old King's Inn. 

Marinette Room Stabilized! Originally the first Sun City sales office, this small building was added to 
the house in 1990. It has been used to display photos and history of the Marinette community that 
preceded Sun City. Over the years, the floor had become spongy and in need of reinforcement. Pulte 
Homes came to the rescue, and carpenters found that a main supporting joist had turned sideways. They 
replaced it, strengthened the other supports, and replaced the 
flooring and carpeting at no expense to the Society. While 
working on that project, they also examined the attic and offered 
to add insulation to help reduce our heating and cooling expense. 
Thank you, Pulte Homes! 

Once the room repairs were complete, Al Carter and 
George Ramsey from Windermere gave the room a fresh coat of 
paint. New photos provided by former Marinette resident, 
Amanda Durand, now add to the story told in this room. 

Thanks to Other Businesses! Latham Construction was not only 
a sponsor of the January open house, but sent Brian Toner over to 
replace rotted fascia around the back and side of our building. 
Earlier in the year, Benson & Tuffs Financial Services underwrote 
the cost of printing our new membership brochure. 

Creating Interest in History! The society's quarterly newsletter 
keeps members aware of our communities' past, and the work of 
the Society. Our friends at Windermere covered the cost of 
printing and distributing this newsletter during 2007. With the 
help of the Arizona Humanities Council, the Society hosted a spring meeting featuring the "Gunfight at 
OK Corral." Another way the Society serves the communities is through a Speakers Bureau that 
provides informative and entertaining talks about the area' s past. Eighteen presentations have been 
made so far this year, to a collective audience of more than 400 people. 

We Salute Our Volunteers! The Sun Cities Area Historical Society wishes to thank the 
many men and women who donate their time and energy serving as docents, archivists, 
committee members, and trustees. They are rewarded by the satisfaction of preserving 
the past of our unique communities, learning more about the fascinating history of the 
world 's first, truly successful, adult communities, and sharing that story with others. The 
Society also extends its deep appreciation to the members, businesses, and organizations 
who donated funds and services to help underwrite its expenses. We couldn 't accomplish 
our mission without all of you! 

Sun Cities Area Historical Society• 10801 Oakmont Drive• Sun City, AZ 85351 • (623) 974-2568 
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A Taste of Sun City History presented by the Sun Cities Historical Society 

Music to Sun City's Ears 
As preparations are underway to 

celebrate another "milestone" in the 
life of Sun City, it seems appropriate 
to acknowledge a group that had its 
beginnings in 1968: the Sun City Sym
phony Orchestra. 

Early in 1968 Jennings Butterfield, a 
musician living in Cape Cod, Massa
chusetts, listened to a radio program 
featuring Barry Goldwater and as he 
was extolling the virtues of Arizona, he 
mentioned a place called Sun City. The 
next morning Dr. Butterfield called the 
Phoenix Chamber of Commerce and 
learned that Sun City did not have an 
orchestra. The Butterfields moved to 
Sun City. After countless hours and 
miles of travel, Butterfield managed to 
recruit an orchestra with players from 
all over the Valley -the Flagstaff Fes-

tival, Luke Air Force Base, music stu
dents from Arizona State, the Phoenix 
Symphony, as well as local volunteers. 
Sun City became the first retirement 
community to have a 65-rnusician 
orchestra. Imagine the hours of orga
nizing, securing music and practicing 
required to have the first concert on 
November 24, 1968. The concert was 
given in the Mountain View Recre
ation Center to a "sellout" audience. 

Corne visit the Sun Cities Historical 
Society at 10801 Oakmont Drive for 
the rest of this fascinating story. 

Our hours are Tuesday through Fri
day from 1:30 p.rn. to 3:30 p .rn. and 
other hours by special arrangement. 
Speakers are available for groups 
desiring a program. 

For more information, call 974-2568. 



.91.rizona Jlistorica{ Society 
Tucson 

'Vickj 'Berger anti Les !Rpe 
Arizona Historical Society 

Museum, Tempe 

Santipainters Questers 
Sun City West 

'Iurqwise Qµesters 
Sun City 

'Terry anti Marg Jo !Fear 
Richardson, Texas 

'Esthe.r Ismantie 
Sun City West 

'Eugene Jensen 
Sun City 

Constance 'W. '.Jv(c'.Jv(iffin 
Sun City 

Caro{ Petrarca 
Sun City West 

(jeorge 9(ucR._ 
Sun City West 

!Rpseann 'Wagner 
Sun City West 

Scott'Wo[j 
Winchester, California 

Sun Cities .91.rea Jlistorica{ Society 

Located in the first model home 
built by Del Webb in Sun City. 

10801 Oakmont Drive 
Sun City, AZ 85351 

623-97 4-2568 

Open Tuesday through Friday 
1 :30-3:30 p.m. 

or by special appointment. 

E-mail: scahs@frys.com 
Web site: www.scazhistory.org 

'Ifie 
Sun Cities .91.rea 

:Jlistorica[ Society 

acknowledges the 
businesses, 

organizations, 
and individuals 

that have contributed to 
the first phase of our 

renovation project ... 

''Jl/ieatf to the, Past" 
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12319 NW Grand Ave 

Coury's Plaza 
~ 

El Mirage, AZ. 85335 
(623) 583-1779 

MARCELLA HAUGHT - A.S.I.D. 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

tj) ~ onditioning & Plumbing 
Licensed & Bonded 

A/C ROC 049763 PL ROC 049764 

BILL PALMER 
(623) 933-1375 
Live Operator 24{7 
www.happyplumber.net 

"Quality Is Not Expensive, It Is Priceless" • 
(-) 

Wllldermeri 
West Vallr-v 

Jack Stevens, ABR 
Branch Manager 

Cell: (623) 670-0226 
Office: (623) 209-2400 
Toll-Free (877) 477-2578 
Email : azdreamhomes@w1ndermere.com 
Web, azdreamhomes.myw1ndemiere.com 

Windermere Real Estate/West Valley 
8476 W Thunderbird Rd .. #102 
Peona, AZ. 85381 @ [B 

West Valley Lutheran Thrift Shop 

Store Hours: 
Monday-Saturday: 8:30-4:00 

Your contribution 
is tax deductible ><f; 

SunBowlPlaz.a 

10737 W. Peoria Ave. 

Sun City, AZ 85351 

(623) 815-7061 

• ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
OF CARPET 

• ARTIFICIAL GRASS 

• CERAMIC TILE 
• LAMINATES 
• WOOD FLOORS 

"The Best For Less" 

Geno's Carpet 
GENO DUNCAN 

11200 Michigan Avenue 13606 Camino Del Sol 
Youngtown, Arizona 85363 Sun City West, Arizona 85375 
623-977-8316 Fax: 623-583-7936 623-584-8628 

~4SSWIN 
~ FAN DOCTOR 
Fine Fans & Lighting 

Quolity mu/ Service You Cm, Trust 

3 143 E. G ree nway Rd .. lf60 1 
Phoeni x. Arizona 85032 

Sale~ (602) 482-1881 
Fax (602) 482-9186 
Service (602) 274-6649 

13246 N. I 13th Ave .. # I ll 
Youngtown. Arirnna 85363 

Sab (623) 933-9125 
Fax (623) 974-4313 

Service (623) 933-0240 

SINDA 
KAILEY 

Owner 

Desert: .rtower 
INTEAIC>AS 

Since 1987 

UPHOLSTERY• SLIPCOVERS • DRAPERIES • BEDDING 
10720 N . 96th Ave . • Peoria, AZ 85345 

FAX 623-878-1113 623-878-4400 

STRIPPING 
WORKSHOP 

12317 N .W. Grand Ave. 
El Mirage, AZ 85335 
Phoru! :623-972-1665 
Cell: 602-769-0330 

Neil C. Hawkins 
Owner 

';J)enn'I ~ ~ 
~ TV & .Applianc, 

AMANA - MAYTAG - WHIRLPOOL - GE 
JVC - RCA - MITSUBISHI - TOSHIBA - ZENITH 

~ APPLIANCES - TV'S- SATELLITE SYSTEMS _!l2 

SALES & SERVICE 
DENNY LAWHORN 623-977-4235 

OWNER 
1321 1 N. 111TH AVE. PAGER (602) 271-1777 
SUN CITY, AZ. 85351 MOBILE (602) 619-3727 

0.. _ l 
\J 

Well Lit 

fladie~ 
'41,,,~ 

t;,.-ue~Sd-
14755 ?Q. R.W.fk,licdH ~

s-, ~ ~- AJ. T5375 
623-2 I 4-59(') I 

Paul Meier 
Fine Artist 

Muralist, painter, lllustrater, sculptor 
Custom artwork to exp,ess yourself 

30333 W Portland St 
Buckeye AZ 85396 

623-386-0825 
623-606-8261 

,madadoftwo@vahoo.com 

Lamp& Shade 
Outlet 

Pat Babcock 
Phil Kruska 

9794 W . Peoria Ave. 
Peoria, AZ. 853-45 

Phone: 623-9n-0821 
Fax: 623-583-1586 

Email: pbabcock@mac.com 



~:i-1~ 

~~ a,«:{, I I I' 

I 4'f1~~ 
r ~ 12319NWGrandAve I Coury's Plaza 
~~ \ El Mirage, AZ 85335 

' (623) 583-1779 

MARCELLA HAUGHT - A.S.I D. 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

f ~ onditioning & Plumbing 
Licensed & Bonded 

A/C AOC 049763 PL AOC 049764 

BILL PALMER 
(623) 933-1375 
Live Operator 24/7 
www.happyplumber.net 

"Quality Is Not Expensive, It Is Priceless" • 
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Windennere 
W est Va llC'V 

Jack Stevens, ABR 
Branch414anager 

Cell: (623) 670-0226 
Office: (623) 209-2400 
Toll-Free (877) 477-2578 
Email: azdreamhomes@w1ndermere.com 
Web: azdreamhomes.myw1ndennere.com 

Wlndennere Real Estate/West Valley 
8476 W Thunderbird Rd., #102 
Peona, AZ 85381 (!) [B 

West Valley Lutheran Thrift Shop 

Store Hours: 
Monday-Saturday: 8:30-4:00 

Your contribution 
is tax deductible * 

Sun Bowl Plaza 

10737 W. Peoria Ave. 

Sun City, AZ 85351 

(623) 815-7061 

• ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
OF CARPET 

• ARTIFICIAL GRASS 

• CERAMIC TILE 
• LAMINATES 
• WOOD FLOORS 

"The Best For Less" 

Geno's Carpet 
GENO DUNCAN 

11200 Michigan Avenue 13606 Camino Del Sol 
Youngtown, Arizona 85363 Sun City West, Arizona 85375 
623-9TT-8316 Fax: 623-583-7936 623-584-8628 

[ ~AU,SWIN~j 
~ 

Fine Fans & Lighting 
Q11alily cmd Service Yo11 Ca11 Tr11st 

3 143 E. Greenway Rd .. #601 
Phoenix. A rizona 85032 

Sale~ (602) 482-1881 
Fax (602) 482-9186 
Service (602) 274-6649 

13246 N. I 13th Ave .. # 10 
Younglown. Arizona 85363 

Sab (623) 933-9125 
Fax (623) 974-4313 

Service (623) 933-0240 

SINDA 
KAILEY 

Owner 

Deserc rtower 
INTERIORS 

Since 19B7 

UPHOLSTERY • SLIPCOVERS • DRAPERIES • BEDDING 
10720 N . 96th Ave . • Peoria, AZ 85345 

FAX 623-878-1113 623-878-4400 

STRIPPING 
WORKSHOP 

12317 N .W. Grand Ave . 
El Mirage, AZ 85335 
Phone: 623-972-1665 
Cell: 602-769-0330 

Neil C. Hawkins 
Owner 

:l)enn.v ~ ~ 
~ TV & ..Applianc• 

AMANA - MAYTAG - WHIRLPOOL - GE 
JVC - RCA - MITSUBISHI - TOSHIBA - ZENITH 

~ APPLIANCES - TV'S - SATELLITE SYSTEMS usw 
SALES & SERVICE 

DENNY LAWHORN 623-977-4235 
OWNER 

1321 1 N. 111TH AVE. PAGER (602) 271-1777 
SUN CITY, AZ 85351 MOBILE (602) 619-3727 

Well Lit 

fladte~ 
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629-214-590 I 

Paul Meier 
Fine Artist 

Muralist, painter, lllustrater, sculptor 
Custom artwork to express yourself 

30333 W Portland St 
Buckeye "2. 85396 

623-386-0825 
623-606-8261 

1madado1two@vahoo.com 

Lamp & Shade 
Outlet 

Pat Babcock 
Phil Kruska 

9794 W . Peoria Ave. 
Peoria, AZ 85345 

Phone: 623-9n-0821 
Fax: 623-583-1586 

Email: pbabcod(@mac..com 



SUS CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIRTY 

Antique Car Show 
,and 

Historical Society Open House 

The C .A. R.S, (Clas·sic. Antique•, Re·production and Sentimental) Club 
wm dtsplay 25 eats. Encludin-g this beautiful 1925 Ford Model A, 

o,;vned by Oene C'arlter of Sun City West. 

Saturday, February 2 
9:00 am to Noon 

10801 Oakmont Drive 
Sun City 

Sponsored by 



Wheeled history •. getS a·showing 
Model home part of 
Historical Society 
open hom~e Feb. 2 

By Rusty Bradshaw · 
Independent Newspapers 

Driving was an adventure · in 
the 1920s and 1930s because it 
was .still a novelty. Today the ve
hicles from that era are prized col
lectors items. 

Sorrie of those cars, and oth
ers , from more recent times, will 
be on display during an antique 
c;ar show and open house 9 a.m.
noon Saturday, Feb. 2 at the Grand 
Center, 107th and Grand avenues, 
across from the Historical Society, 
10801 Oakmont Drive. The event 
is sponsored by the Sun City Area 
Historical . Society · and Liberty 
Buick, 8737 W Bell Road, Peoria. 

The show will feature 25 an
tique cars, many part of the CARS 
Club of Sun City; another event 
partner. In addition, Liberty ~uick 
will display some of its newest 
models, according to Edison Al
len, Historical Society president. 

The CARS Club was started in 
1981 by two Sun City residents 
who each owned a Model · T: 
Ford. 

"We had to go all the way to ·. 
Phoenix to be part of a car club 
and we wanted something closer 
to home," said club co-founder 
Bebe Lovitt. · · 

She owned a 1926 touring car, 
but sold it·about 15 years ago. It is · 
now owned by her- grandson, Sun 
City West resident Gene Carter. 

Ruth Martin, the other club 
founder, owned a 1924 Roadster 
at the time, according to her son, 
James Martin. Because it became 
unreliable, she later · sold it and 
bought a 1930 Model A two-door, 
which she still owns, he added. · 

Ms. Martin and Ms. Lovitt re
main active in the CARS Club. 

"The club has grown quite a 
bit since we started it," Ms. Lovitt 

' . . . . . ~~~~~ 
·This Model_ T, owned by the grandson of the original purchaser,_is one of several cars to be 
included i!l the antique car sh(>'w aiJd Sun C_ities Area Historical Society open house. . 

said. '.'It now incl_udes . reproduc~ )(ears, Mr. Allen said. 
· lions, classics and sentimentals.'' In addition t~ the car show, 

While · they no. longer · drive the Historical Society will b~ open 
their cars, both women tra:v:el to allow visitors to seet. local his
on clul;> trips and to·Various car • tbry. They can also vj_ew a model 
shows. · · .home as it might have appeared 

' Cars in the show will span 60 in I 960, according to Mr. Allen. 
• , I f 

Complementary coffee and other · 
refreshments will be available at 
_the Historical Society. 

Postyau,: opinions In the Public 
Issues Forum at www:newszap._com. 

Lead News Editor Rusty Bradshaw 
can be reached'at 623-445-2725 or 

rbradshaw@newszap.co"! . 
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· . . . . Club'"t if Sun City · · 
. exhibitlng 25 af11ique cars across the 
st~t from ttJ~ Sun Cities ;Area Historical 

' Society;"➔ 0801 Elakmdnt D.rive '.i i:i Sun . 
frotl19 a:m'. to noon Feb. 2::' ~ . 

· .- /, -Tfiis.f~'e\ien,t, ts' sponsfrea by Li 
Buick which will also be. qispli:IY!fl.Q -SO 
of tneir newest models;· ~; : , . . . 

The socie!Y will be open'1fori those who 
,, wish tq ,~eck,,out; Qi§Plays' o_n]loc;:al· histo-
. ry; as «wen· as, \liE!W~a;l'.i,,odel home .as it , 
' migtit ",, have "-"':app'ear-ed · .,: in : -~1960. f 

Complemenfary _coffee and -refrest'lmerits. r 
, ,will ~ -avai!~ble aHhe SocJetyc: .· . . i 

1 The QA.R.S.~_Cl4b brin'gs:together:_~n-; . 
;~I'& .o~ cla~iC; antique; reproduction, •arid; 
sentim~r:itar'-moclel . - . gho4t the·. 
•SunCit[es'area? C ii::i this pri-

'. rvate show' wm;spa d ,,include.d 
1 ,Gene, G<l(ter's • iqu,r- QOr .,_ o · M~dei-=-r '· i 
, The c<;1r was own~cfby. Gen~•s grand~ther,, ~ l 

·, and_ has b~!1 q~rnplefoly:_resforee{ _frprii ~1= 
· the frame L!P, e_v~n to matcli1n the on · in~I j 
color.. . , . , .< , 

.• Reshat and Minnie H ' 
· the Grand Cei)ter-'at ·.10 / 

.... ~ve11,ue,;,a,re,mak.in the <ie . ! 
~ ingJot 1;1v'ailable ar s · j 
' 974-2568 or · 6 81'5 ' 
tion. ·.:. .···' . · -·"- • I -

of Sun Cit 
West is 
scheduled 
to be on 
display on 
Feb. 2. 
Carter's · · 
randfather 
ought the 
ar new an· 
assed it 
n. 

,· . .. - . . . 2 
' .. · . ." ' 

ori.t Drive, Sun City. The His
. cal Society building wi.11 be open 
,tho;se :wh9 wish to _view qisplays' 
lbcal history, as well as visit a,tli96q 

1 hotrte~ !.'!'his fre_e eventfi~ spon-:-,'.:~" 
· ,'herfyBttick. CompAiilen,- 'fl 

· . ents"" will btfa,vailabl~., 
t>rrliation, call ~23-974,.. ' 
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FindontWHY 
at the 

Sun Cities Area 
Historieal Society 

FREE EXHIBIT 

PL.£/r B.ILLLI 
10801 Oakmont 

Sun Ci~ 
(Behind Grand Shopping Cent.er, 

torn right otrl01th on the way to the Sun Bowl) 

Open 1:30-3:30 Toes-In 
or for groups by appointment 

Call 623-914-2518 
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FindontWHY 
atthe 

Sun Cities Area 
Historieal Society 

FREE EXHIBIT 

PL.fir B.IILL! 
10801 Oakmont 

SnnCiq 
(Behind Grand Shopping Center, 

turn right off"I01th on the way to the Sun Bowl ) 

Open 1:30-3:30 Toes-Fri 
or for groups by appointment 

Call 823-914-2518 



presents 

Sharlot Hall 
Territorial Historian 

1 :00 PM, Friday, March 28, 2008 

Heritage Traditions 
19303 New Traditions Way, sew 

Jody Drake, a Prescott native, has won 
many awards over the past ten year for her 
portrayal of Shariat Hall - an unusual 
woman of the frontier. 

Hall grew up on an isolated ranch and 
developed a keen interest in collecting 
stories of other pioneers. This led to her 
being appointed Territorial Historian in 1909 

Her extensive collection of artifacts 
and documents formed the basis for the 
museum complex in Prescott that bears 
her name. 

This program is FREE and sponsored by: 

Ariz/~;;na 
Human. ties 

Co ncil 
Sharing cullurcs. l:nriching (ommunitk•,. 
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Prescott nati ' sets 
Hall portrayal 

A portrayal uf tuntur1,d llistu· 
rian Shariat Hall will be alte red 1 

through d gra1ll frolll till' Arizona en . 
p.nl J-r1d.t\, \:\,ll("\i ~o dl _1-k1 ltd~l- HumanitiyS Council. C 
Tracln ion. 19:3U3 ' e"' lrdcht1ons Sharlot Hall vyas an unusua Z 
Wav. Sun Citv_ West. · · · H famtl 0 'woman of the front ier. er -

jocl\' Drakl' d PrC'sl'nlt lli\ moved to, Arizo(ia will'll she ra --im 
ti\ e. ,,:ill µortrm t11c Anzo11,1 111~ 12 and she grew up on an iso en 
tor ical fil.(urt •. Slw has wrn1 i11,111y lated ranch. She ilacl a -kna_ck f --z 
'j,\·a rds ll\L' J till' 11,1st 10 ,·ea1s 101 t n co •1 H II ll , puetrv and a keen 1nteres 1 0 
he r pu1tr.t\dl ol ),ldrlOl a ' r lectin'g stories of other pioneer -m 
p1esentat1 rn 1 h ~pun. oiC'd b, tic. c- \1623-974-2568. "'O 
Sun Cities _.\1 L'.1 1 hsto!1cal Soc~ ~ ~ 
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Sharlot Hall portrayer plan 
appearance in Sun City West 

Edson Allen of the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society submitted this notice 
,,bout an upcoming historical presenta
cion. 

Jody Drake, a Prescott native, has won 
many awards over the past 10 years for 
her portrayal of Sha.riot ~a\LThe Sun Ci
ties Area Historical Society 1s pleased to 
bring her to Sun City West throu~l'. a 
grant from the Arizona Humarnnes 
Council. Drake will perform at l p.m. 
next Friday at Heritage Traditions, 19303 
New Tradition Way, Sun City West. The 
public is invited to this free presenta tion. 

Sharlot Hall was an unusual woman of 
the frontier. Her family moved to Ari 
zona when she was 12, and she grew up 
on an isolated ranch. She had a knack for 
poetry and a keen interest in .collecri1:g 
stories of ocher pioneers. Her mterest 111 

history led to her being appointed terri
tory historian in 1909. In _1927, Ha~! 
moved her extensive · collect10n of ru·t1-
fac ts and documents into the Old Gover
nor's Mru1sion and opened it as a mu
·eum. After her death in 1942, a historical 
socierv continued to build the museum 
compiex in Prescott that bears her name. 

Drake has performed as Sharlot Hall 

DAVE SEIBERT / THE REPUBLIC 

Jody Drake is noted for her appearances 
portraying pioneer Sha riot .Hall. . 

for Gov. Janet Napolitano, former Gov. 
Jane Hull and retired U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Sandra Day O'Co11:1:1~r, 
among others. S~e has been no_mi~ated 
for the Governor's Art Awru·d six tunes, 
and is honored to be one of 10 Arizona 
Cul titre Keeper award winners for ~007. 

For more information, call the histor
ical society at 623-974 -2568 or 623-975-
1815. 

New exhibit depicts 
baseball hi Sun Cities 

The Sun City Historical Soci: 
ety, I 080 I Oakmont Drive, offers 
a new exhibit · showcasing the 
history-of baseball and softball in 
Sun City. . · ·. · ' 

The ·' display .explains Del 
Webb's interest in baseball :... as 
a player and then owner of the 
New York Yankees. Mr: Webb 
was the founder of Sun City and 
Sun City West. : · 
, The exhibit details the history 

of professional · baseball in s·uri 
City, ,which· once se~ed as the 

._ ~pring training home to the Mil
, waukee Brewers. . 

A ,special display features the 
filstory of the Sun City Saints, a 
women's fast-pitch softball team 
that. brought a world champion-

, ship to Sun City. . · 
The society is open 1 :30-3:30 

PM, Tuesday-Friday, Admission 
is free, · 

. The society is located in the 
first of five model homes that were 
ayailable when Sun City opened 

· on Jan. I, 1960. Guests will see 
how the house might have been 
furnished ' as a model, along with 
exhibiftllRQ~9~{aj,~~k~nd. 
In additHDT)lp~, ~ .CMoa 

1:§f~~~~=ce --
nrAA~J~f~est davs. 
~ ~Jody~Orake, a Prescott naINe who nas won 

--""'m""a""n-,-y awards over the past 10 years IOr her p-.,r
trayal of Sharlot Hall. will be a guest o! me Sun 
Cities Area Historical Society at 1 p m March 28 
at Heritage Traditions, 19303 New Trad1t1ons Wei, 
in Sun City West. The public 1s 1nv11ea to this free 
presentation. 

Hall was an unusual woman 0 1 the frontier 
Her fami ly moved 10 Arizona when she was 12, 
and she grew up on an 1sola1ed ranch. She had 
a knack for poetry and a keen interest in collec1-
ing stories of other pioneers Her interest in his
tory led to her being appo1111ed Territory His1ar,ar 
1n 1909. In 1927, Sharlot Ha ll moved her exter 
sive collection of artifacts and documents into 
the Old Governor's Mansion and opened it as a 
museum. A~er her death 111 1942. a historical 
society continued to build the museum comple.>. 
1n Prescott that bears her name. 

Drake has performed as Sharlot Ha ll for former 
Gov. Jane Hull, Gov. Janet Napolitano. and 
retired Supreme Court Just ice Sandra Da, 
O'Connor among others. She has been nom1nat 
ed for the Governor's art award six times and 1s 
honored to be one of 10 2007 Arizona Cul JU re 
Keeper award winners. 

Call 623-974-2568 for information. 



Historical society 
· lists sutt1p1er h~urs 

T,he Sun Cities Historical ~9ci
ety will have altered hours dunng 
June, July and Augu~t. · · , . .. 

'Durfng tl)ose m_ont~~i the s?c1-
ety facjlity, 10801 Oakrnont ~nve, 
will be open 10 a.m. -noon Fndays 
and Saturciay~ . . Private· tours ca~ 
be'scheduled by .calling the soc1~. 
ety·office·, 623-~74-2568. · -: ' . · 

Located in • the first .Sun City 
model home built by Del Webb, 
the society collects, preserves anc~ 
presents . the hist~ry of the Sun 
Cities. · · · 
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New exhibit depicts . 
baseball in Sun Cities 

The Sun City Historical Soci
ety, 10801 Oakmont Drive, offers 
a new exhibit showcasing the 
history of baseball and softball in 
Sun City. 

The display explains Del 
Webb's interest in baseball - as 
a player and then owner of the 
New York Yankees. Mr: Webb 
was the founder of Sun City and 
Sun City West. 

The exhibit details the history 
of professional · baseball in Sun 
City, which once served as the 
spring training home to the Mil
waukee Brewers. 

A special display features the 
history of the Sun City Saints, a 
women's fast-pitch softball team 
that. brought a world champion
ship to Sun City. 

The society is open 1 :30-3:30 
PM, Tuesday-Friday. Admission 
is free . 

. The society is located in the 
first of five model homes that were 
ayailable when Sun City opened 
on Jan. 1, 1960. Guests will see 
how the house might have been 
furnished as a model, along with 
exhibits about opening weekend. 
In addition, guests can check out 
the story of Marinette, the cotton 
plantation that preceded Sun City 
and early Sun City West days. 



lookinq back 
A R z 0 N A s p A s T 

Sun City 

I ( l 

shop-Lifter 

64 HIGHROADS I Sep t e m ber / Oc t ober 2008 

T HESE DAYS, A REFERENCE TO SUN CITY evokes 

images of leisure-minded retirees tooling the streets 

in golf carts, but in 1960 a master-planned commu

nity centered around active seniors was the yet 

untested brainchild of developer Del E. Webb. 

Tensions ran high over the untried concept, but doubts proved to 

be unfounded. The idea caught fire immediately, its success gar

nering national recognition . Opening day of sales saw traffic 

stacked into the nearby town of Peoria and the community was 

quickly billed as "Arizona's Fastest Growing City." 

Sun City continues to thrive, with Peoria's snowbird-fortified fall 

traffic regularly hearkening back to that opening-day grid

lock. Today golf courses, recreation centers and civic spirit 

constitute the cornerstones of the community. 

And though the model has spawned countless replicas throughout 

the nation, Arizona will always remain the birthplace and prototype 

of the modern retirement village. 
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The life of Del Webb examined 

Submitted Photo 
David Verble, president of .the Sun Cities Area Historical So
ciety readies for the groups next meeting where the life of Del 
Webb will be looked at by residents. 

While the real Del Webb will 
not be able to attend, David Ver
ble, president of the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society, promises 
a stand-in will be present to greet 
guests during the group's I p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 6 meeting in the 
Hoover Room of the Bell Center 
Library, 16828 N. 99th Avenue. 

Following a brief business 
meeting and election of new 
trustees, Edson Allen will present 

· ihe story of the remarkable Del 
Webb - a great American suc
cess story. 

Mr. Webb rose from humble 
beginnings as a carpenter and 
semi-pro baseball player, es
caped a near-death brush with 
typhoid fever, and started a busi
ness in the midst of the Great 
Depression that grew into one of 
the nation's largest construction 
-Arms. 

Along the way, he made many 
famous friends including Presi-

dent Franklin Delano Roosevelt , 
J. Edgar Hoover, Bob Hope, 

Howard Hughes, but never lost 

the ability to relate to everyday 

people. 
It was commonly accepted 

by early Sun City residents that 

if something went wrong with 

their homes, or in the commu

nity, "Mr. Webb will fix it! " 

The Sun Cities Area Historical 

Sodety seeks to expand interest 

in the history of Sun City and Sun 

City West and is dedicated to the 
acquisition, preservation and 

presentation of the records and 
artifacts for · two of the worlds' 

first successful , adult communi

ties. 

The Society is located a_t I 080 I 

Oakmont Drive in one of the five 
original Sun City model homes 

opened in 1960. 
Call 974-2568. 



Meet Del Webb 
at the Historical Society's 

Annual Meeting, November 6 

Learn the extraordinary tale of the man who 
built Sun City. Starting with little more than a 
toolbox and a fastball in 1928, he went on to 
build one of the nation's largest construction 
companies - and fulfill his love of baseball by 
owning a major league team. 

Thursday, Nov. 6, 1 :00 pm 
In the Hoover Room of the Library at the Bell 
Rec Center, 99th Ave. south of Bell Road 

Free -- Open to the Public 

While Mr. Webb can 't attend, his stand-in will 
be present. Attendees will get a free, color 
souvenir photo with Webb's stand-in like this 
one of Society President David Verble. 
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Join the 

Explore the colorful panorama of Central Arizona's history while 
visiting the Museum's nine buildings and four special gardens. 

Enjoy Jody Drake, 
Prescott resident and 
Director of the 
Blue Rose Theatre, 
during her historical 
portrayal of 
Sharlot Hall. 

Attendees at the SCAHS 's 
meeting on the Life of Shar1ot Hall 
last March were enthralled by 
Jody ' s Presentation 

TRIP DETAILS 

$55.00 for SCAHS members 
$60.00 for non-members 

Cost includes bus trip, museum 
entrance fee and buffet lunch at the 

COLDEN CORRAL RESTAURANT 

Bus leaves 7 :30 AM from R. H. Johnson 
Recreation Center in Sun City West and 
Bus leaves 8:00 AM from Bell Recreation 
Center in Sun City 

Arrive in Prescott-I 0:00 AM 
Return to the Sun Cities-5:00 PM 

Please ca"II Sandy Goldstein 
623-584-1946 

By November 10, 2008, to make your reservation 
Seating is limited. 

Prescott Bus Trip Sign-up Form 

NAME ________________ PHONE ________ _ IJ 
ADDRESS: _________________ EMAIL ________ _ 

CITY __________________ STATE _______ ZIP ___ _ 

Member YES ____ NO ____ _ 

In case of emergency call: ________________________ _ 

Special Health Needs _________________________ _ 
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History of ·sun Cities 
discussed ,by group 
NlJrr, a.a-of 
By Ed Allen tory of baseball in the Sun Cities 
Volunteer Contributor that started in a weed-choked. 

Are you looking for an enter- l_ot along Gr~d Avenue, and in
taining and informative speaker eluded the national champion, 
for your club or organization? women's fast-pitch "Saints," a· 
Call the Sun Cities Area Historical major league-training facility, and 
Society for a talk that brings the culminated in today's softball 
past alive. leagues. 

"Cotton Bolls to Golf Balls" If a group is 15 or less, consider 
tells the story of the events l~ad-, a morning meeting at the Histori
ing 1.,1p to Sun City - the natign'.s cal Society where members can 
first active adult community - tour the exhibits after a brief talk 
and how Del Webb refused to __ and have an opportunity to 
listen to the experts who claimed have their questions answered. 
that "old people wouldn't l~ave There is no charge for a speak-
their families." er, but donations are appreciated. 

"The· Legendary Del Webb" Call the Historical Society at 623-
recounts 'the life of the man ho 97 4-2568. The Society is located at 
had to leave high school after his 10801 Oakmont in one of the five 
freshman year and we·nt oh to. . original Sun City model homes 
build one of the nation's largest opened in 1960. 
and most successful construction The Sun Cities Area Historical 
firms. Society se~ks to expanq interest 

"From Lizard Acres to ~ush in the history of Sun City and Sun 
0,asis" describes the conversion City West; an~ is dedicated to the 
of a large cattle feedlot and ~sert acquisition, preservation and pre
lanc;I to today's attractive Sur.i City , sentation of the records and arti
West, and provides anecdotes of · facts for Sun City - tne worlds'· 
its early years. first successful, adult commu-
. For meetings next spring, con- nity - and its sister city, Sun City 

sider "Fields of Dreams" th pis- West. 

) 
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Area SC historical group 
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$hows vintage Christmas tree 
: The vintage silver Christmas 

tree at the Sun Ci ties Area Histori 
L~I Society Model Home Museum 
1s considered by some as '' the 
in timate in Christmas Camp by 
collectors;" this is accord ing to 
Nloney magazine. 
: Manufactured frorn I 9:i9 to 
1:!)69, the gleaming aluminum 
tree might have been the type of 
tke first used in the model home 
1iext to Oakmo111 Recreation Cen
t~r built in 1960. A six-foot alumi-
10Jm tree wit If IJluc ornaments is 
1fl.)w traditional in the museum 
I owing been t.lonated many years 
a,go by Phyllis Street. Many origi
nally were ligh ted by revo lving 
oolor light wheels. 
: Former American Specialty 

Company chief engineer Richard 
T,homsen relates that after a way 
\yas found to produce the tree 
"at a reasonable price," the com
pany made between I 00,U00 and 
1'50,000 Evergleam aluminum 

trees a year for Ben Franklin, S.S. 
Kresge and Western Auto stores. 
The trees ranged from two-foot 
miniatures to eigh t-foot models. 

The Manitowoc, Wis., Compa
ny ran three shi fts of ten women 
each who glued and wound strips 
of aluminum foil need les on wire 
rods to form branches: Mean
wh ile, one or two men dri lled pre
cisely angled holes for the branch
es that were inserted into wooden 
trunks. Even Charlle Brown in 
his 1965 "A Charlie Brown Christ
mas" is told by bossy Lucy to "Get 
a great, big, shiny, aJuminum 
tree!" They were available in red 
and several other colors. Society 
President David Verble invites the 
pub lic to visit The Model Home 
Museum at 1080 1 Oakmont Drive 
from I :30 to 3:30 p.m . Tuesday
Friday. Docents are available to 
give tours. The museum will be 
closed Dec. 24, 25, 31 and Jan. I . 

Call 623-974-2568. 

Submitted Pheto • 
Docents Belva Mcintosh and Judy Sciola decorate the vin
tage aluminum -Chrilitmas tree that greets visitors to\t~e Sun 1 

Cities Area Historical Society 1960 Model Home Museum just 
west of Oakmont Rec Center. Visitors are welcome to drop in 
during the holidays. 

SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT ~ 17, 200a 
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Here&Now 

Submitted Photo 
Docents Belva McIntosh and Judy Sciola decorate the vin
tage aluminum Christmas tree that greets visitors to the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Society 1960 Model Home Museum just 
west of Oakmont Rec Center. Visitors are welcome to drop in 
during the holidays. · 

Historical club shows tree 
The vintage silver Christmas 

tree at the Sun Cities Area Histori
cal Society Model Hoine Museum 
is considered by some as " the 
ultimate in Christmas Camp by 
collectors ;" this is according to 
Money magazine. 

Manufactured from 1959 to 
1969, the gleaming aluminum 
tree might have been the type of 
tree first used in the model home 
next to Oakmont Recreation Cen
ter built in 1960. 

A six-foot aluminum tree with 
blue ornaments is now traditional 
in the museum having been do
nated many years ago by Phy l
lis Street. Many ori ginally were 
lighted by, revo lving color light 
wheels. 

Former American Specialty 
Com pany chief engineer Richard 
Thomsen relates that after a way 
was found to produce the tree 
"at a reasonable price," the com
pany made between l 00,000 and 
I 50,000 Evergleam aluminum 
trees a year for Ben Fran klin , S.S. 

Kresge and Western Auto stores. 
The trees ranged from two-foot 
miniatures to eight-foot models. 

The Manitowoc, Wis., Com
pany ran three shifts of ten wom
en each who glued and wound 
strips of aluminum foil needles 
on wire rods to form branches. 
Meanwh ile, one or two men 
drilled precisely angled holes for 
the branches that were inserted 
into wooden trunks. Even Char
lie Brown in his 1965 "A Char
lie Brown Christmas" is told by 
bossy Lucy to "Get a great, big, 
shiny, aluminum tree I" They were 
available in red and several other 
co lors. 

Society President David Ver
ble invites the public to visit· The 
Model Home Museum at 1080 1 
Oakmont Drive from I :30 to 3:30 
p.m. Tuesday-Friday. Docents are 
available to give tours. The mu
seum will be closed Dec. 24, 25 , 
31 and Jan. l. 

Call 623-974-2:i68. 
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