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Submitted photo?

Exhibit celebrates life of Del Webb

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museum’s newest exhibit celebrates the life of Del Webb, the founder of

| the Sun Cities. “Del Webb: The Man. The Company” features a variety of items once belonging to Mr.

|Webb and loaned to the museum by Mrs. Robert Johnson. The museum is located at 10801 Oakmont

Drive, in one of the first five model homes built in Sun City, and is open 1-4 p.m. Monday through

Friday. On hand for the exhibit opening Dec. 9 were, from left, Ed Allen, past president of the Sun
ities Area Historical Society; Mrs. Johnson, Bill Pearson, SCAHS president-elect; David Verble,
urrent SCAHS president. .
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Historieal society museum gets makeover,

above photo. What is today Oakmont Recreation Center is on the left. (photo
courtesy of the Sun Cities Area Historical SOclety)

By Bret McKeand
Independent Newspapers

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society is
preparing for the community’s 50th anniver-
sary by sprucing up its headquarters with a
fresh look, expanded exhibits and a brand
new name. _

The most noticeable change comes in
the name of the organization’s museum,
located in one of the first homes ever built
in Sun City. SCAHS officials announced this
- week that the building’s name has been

The house as it appeared when the community first pend in 1960. The
house, one of the first five model homes built in Sun City, is on the right in the

Nov. 10. 2009

new name

changed to the “Del Webb Sun Cities Mu-
seum,” in honor of the founder of Sun City.
The announcement was made at the or-
ganization’s annual meeting held Monday
at Oakmont Recreation Center. SCAHS of-
ficials say the name change and other steps

recently taken by the organization will allow

the SCAHS to play a more visible role in the
community’s 50th anniversary celebration.
“For some time now we have considered
the use of the magnetic name of Del Webb
in conjunction with ‘museum’ for a ‘more

meaningful identity to the house,” said Da- -

The house, as |t appears today, is also the omcial headquarlers of the.
Sun Cities Area Historical 80c|etv .

v1d Verble, presxdent of the SCAHS. - .

~With the help of Pulte -Corporation, a.
new sign has been ‘created and will soon
greet visitors to the museum. The museum
is located at 10801 Oakmont Ave. The house .
was one of five model homes available to
buyers to view the day Sun City first opened,
Jan. 1, 1960. .

The SCAHS purchased the house in 1989.
The building serves as SCAHS headquarters
and home to literally thoysands'of photos

See Society — Page 20
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and artifacts related to the history of Sun
City and Sun City West. ,
The house has slowly been restored

to its ongmal condition and today it also

serves as-a museum, offering visitors a
gllmpse atlife in Sun City in the early 1960s.
The house was repainted over the summer
and restored to its original color.-

projects planned to boost the organnzahon s
visibility in 2010: - -

- - A new exhibit hlghhghtmg the life of '
Del E. Webb will soon.open. The exhibit "
will trace Mr. Webb’s career as a builder, - -
baseball team-owner and Las Vegas resort | rative 50th anniversary magazine later this

| operdtor. A number of personal itemns once | year..The publication, “Reshaping Retire-

belongmg to Mr. Webb wﬂl be on dlsplay

~for the first time.

~ The SCAHS will use “traveling dis-
plays” to highlight the community’s history.
Displays will be featured at libraries and
other public buildings throughout the Sun
Cities.

- A series of open-house events are

“planned for 2010, with the first scheduled -

for Jan. 1, 2010, exactly 50 years to the day
when Sun City first opened to the public.

s

|Sun Cities

"MUSEUM

An arlisl's rendeting of the new sign that will
soon greet visitors to the Sun Cities Del Webb

red : Musenm, 10801 aakmont Ave., Sun City
In addition to changing the rame of the

museurn, the SCAHS has a number of other " ""’..% A 1 950 s-era three-wheel golf car has.

been donated to_the SCAHS and fully re- -

stored to its.original condition. The golf car-

will be on display at the museum dunngv

special events. ’
-- The SCAHS will publish a commemo-

ment in America,” will detail the history of
Sun City using the organization’s vast col-
‘lection of photog'raphs' The magazine will
sell for $5, but given away free to all SCAHS
members :

- The SCAHS has uncovered long-lost
advertisements created and used by the Del
E. Webb Corp. to promote the community
in its infancy. The advertisements are on
display at the museum.

“Though still under the umbrella of the

SCAHS, a new name, a comprehensive
exhibit of Del Webb accomplishments, ex-
panded Sun City West displays and a new
look at the role Marinette played will be
coming soon,” says Mr. Verble. »

Bill Pearson; SCAHS vice president, calls
the museumn a “jewel in the desert” that is

- still relatively unknown within the commu-
nity. Playing a larger role in the celebration

of the community’s 50th anniversary will
not only boost visibility of the historical so-
ciety, but also'create a better understanding

‘of Sun City’s nch heritage.

“With the opening ceremonies for Sun
City’s :50th. anniversary just weeks away,
there is'a need to shine a spotlight on this
magnificent jewel in the desert and all the
remarkable amfacts msnde ! says Mr Pear

ing.with a name chang to recogmze the
genius behind its creation, Del Webb.”

The museum is open 1-4 Monday
through Friday. Call 974-2568. -

Editor’s note: It is the newspaper's
policy to declare any potential conflicts .
of interest. The author of this story, Bret
McKeand, is vice president of Independent
Newspapers and presently a member of
the SCAHS Board of Trustees.



SCAHS-NOTEBOOK

JEFF DEMPSEY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

In an effort to increase visibil-
ity and membership, the Sun Cit-
ies Area Historical Society has re-
named its building, the first model
home in Sun City, to the Del Webb
Sun Cities Museum.

A temporary sign is in place at
the house, 10801 W. Oakmont
Drive, and Historical Society Vice

President Bill Pearson said the .

Pulte-built block sign is on its way.

As for the reason for the change, -

Pearson said it came from a meet-
ing of the board earlier this year.’
“We were kicking around the
idea of a name change because we
thought a new name would give us
a little extra pop,” Pearson said.
“We all agreed, we do not have
enough exposure in the communi-
ties, and we need to fix that.”
Pearson, David Verble, presi-
dent; and Bret McKean and Edson
Allen, trustees, shared some of the
changes coming to the museum at
the group’s annual meeting Mon-

2010

day at Oakmont Recreation Center

in Sun City.

Pearson said the historical so-
ciety only has slightly more than
100 members.

“With over 40,000 households

_in Sun City and Sun City West, we

can do a lot better,” he said. “There
is enormous potential for growth.”

Pearson said the change is hap-
pening in conjunction with the
50th anniversary of Sun City for
two reasons: to take advantage of
the opportunity to bring attention
to the historical society, and to re-
mind people what Sun City is all
about. ;

“We.can never, ever lose sight of
our history, because our future is
tied into how we came to be,” Pear-
son said. “As we move forward, it
is important that we remember
what made Sun City the best re-
tirement community in the world
in the first place.”

Pearson said he believes the his-

DAILY NEWS-SUN . November 3, 2009

istorical society unveils new name

Bill Pearson, vice president, sports a T-shirt
with the logo of the Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum, formerly the Sun Cities Historical
Society, Monday during the group’s annual
meeting at Oakmont Recreation Center in Sun
City. Below, the museum at 10801 W. Oakmont
Drive, was painted this summer with labor
donated by Albrecht and Son LLC.

PHOTOS BY MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN

MUSEUM

FROM A1

torical society has a chance to
bring in a lot of new members
next year.

“We can re-create and re-
invent ourselves, and we can
re-energize the community,”
Pea'rson said. “All we have to
do is get the people out to the

museum, because once the
do they will fall in love.” .

Pearson said the museum
will be open for longer hours
and will open after many 50th
Anniversary events for anyone
interested in heading over.

“A lot of people don't know
where the house is even lo-
cated,” Pearson said. “It's
been the best kept secret in
Sun City, but that’s going to
change. Our goal for this year

is to be open and availablera
lot more often.”

In other business, Norm
Dickson of Sun City and Noel
Willis of Sun City West were
elected to the board of trust-
ees.

They will be installed next

week. )
Jeff Dempsey may be

reached at 623-876-2531 or

jdempsey@yourwestvalley.
com.
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Historical Society
slates annual meeting

The Sun Cities Area Hisforical Society will
unveil new plans for its Sun City museum
during the. organization’s annual meeting 1

p.m. Nov. 2 at Oakmont Recreation Center,

10725 W. Oakmont Ave,

_ The meeting includes the annual elec-
tion of new board members, a review of
proposed bylaws changes and ‘committee
reports and updates. - i

. The board will also discuss upcoming
changes. to the museum, new exhibits and
displays scheduled for 2010 and activities

planned to mark the 50th anniversary of Sun
City. The society and its museum are located
at 10801 W, Oakmont Ave., in the first n?odgl
home ever built in Sun City. The meeting 1s

open to the public.
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TORCH CLASS IS IN SESSION

President of the Sun
Cities Historical society
David Verble speaks
about the history and
geography of Sun City
West during the first
TORCH session at Palm
Ridge Recreation Center
in Sun City West Thurs-
day. TORCH stands for
Tapping Our Resources,
. Citizens and Heritage.
The deadline to apply
for the spring class is
Jan. 8. Applications
may be downloaded
from www.rcscw.com
or obtained by calling
Governing Board Man-
ager Sharon Schomer
at 623-544-6115.

ASHLEY LOWERY/DAILY NEWS-SUN
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PHOTOS BY ASHLEY LOWERY/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Trisha Walter, left, Jane Freeman, Bob Bailey and-Michelle Pahl, above photo, prepare to cut
the ribbon for The Heritage Club at The Heritage Palmeras in Sun City Monday. Below, Heri-
tage Palmeras residents Lorraine LeBeau, right, and Marge Harmon talk over a cup of coffee
at The Heritage Club.

Heritage Palmeras
welcomes new hanq-out

JEFF DEMPSEY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Just inside the main entrance
and off to the left, The Heritage |
Palmeras used to have a gift
shop.

But it was not especially pop-
ular with the residents, so man-
agement got together and came
up with a solution. At 3 p.m. to-
day, they will have a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony for The Heritage
Club, a new gathering and meet-
ing place for residents of Heritage
Palmeras and the public.

“The truth is, as a gift shop the
space just wasn't very well utilized,”
said Program Director Trisha Walter.
“We wanted a place where residents
could gather and socialize, and now
we have that.” -

,  The name has a dual meaning, she
said. It is called the Heritage Club, both
as a nod to the diverse heritage of the
residents and as homage to the heri-
tage of Sun City, which will celebrate
its 50th anniversary in 2010. Hang-
ing on the walls of the club are several
photographs of Sun City as it looked
when it first opened. Walter said the
photos were donated by the Sun Cities

Area Historical Society, which will send

a representative to the ribbon cu

“The historians will be here to
about Sun City, which should be really
interesting,” Walter said. “The response

from the residents has been really great -

so far, and we expect they will be very
happy with what we've done.”

. Walter said the change from gift
shop to meeting area began a few
months ago. Now that it is finished,
she said she expects residents to be in
and out all day.

“We have coffee and pastries and
things here all day long, so we think it
will be a pretty popular spot for those
who want to relax and, say, read the
newspaper,” she said. “In addition, ev-
ery couple of weeks we'll host a happy
hour here, with champagne or other

- drinks.”

The Herltage Palmeras is at 10101
W. Palmeras Drive in Sun City. For in-
formation, call 623-977-2777.

Jeff Dempsey may be reached at
623-876-2531 or. _]derr;psey@yourwest-
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Painters donate
labor to spruce up
historical society

JEFF DEMPSEY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Tom Albrecht received a
call from the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society asking for
a bid on a painting job.

Albrecht runs Albrecht
& Son Painting and Dry-
wall, and operators of the
historical society, located
in the first model home in
Sun City, wanted the build-
ing repainted to its original
color.

““We came out and took
a look at the place, and I
came back and told them
we would do it for free,” Al-
brecht said. “I just felt like it
was the right thing to do.”

On Thursday morning, a
crew from Albrecht & Son
was at the historical society,

10801 W. Oakmont Drive,
repainting the bulldmg in
time for Sun City’s 50th an-
niversary.

Albrecht said the signifi-
cance of the planned cel-
. ebration was a factor in his
-decision.

“I know they are expectmg
a lot of people for the 50th
anniversary, and they want
to look their best,” Albrecht
said. “I thought it would be
a good thing to do for the
community.”

Paul Herrmann, 50th An-
niversary Committee mem-

ber and executive director of
the Sun City Visitors Center,
said the paint job is part of
a plan to make the histori-
cal society a Sun City focal

- point.

“This is their opportunity,
and they are going to take
advantage of it,” Herrmann
said. “It's very exciting be-
cause they are trying to use

the 50th anniversary to put °

themselves on the map.”
Herrmann said he is im-
pressed with the leadership
at the historical society.
“They'te going to be an-
nouncing some changes,
and I think they’re really
going to be a nice asset to
the community, especially
during the . 50th anniver-
sary year,” Herrmann said.
“Their membership- is not
‘where it should be, and it's
sad. We have about 40,000
or 'so homes in the Sun Cit-
_ies, and their membership
is in the low hundreds. That
needs to change, and I know
they are working very hard
to do that. I think this is go-
ing to be a very big year for
them.”
. Whatever changes the
society makes, it all begins
with a fresh coat of paint.
“We’'ve been in- busmess
here for 20 years now,” Al-
brecht said. “We feel we're a

back to them.”

SUN AUDGUST 21,2009

‘ I’IMBSIY MOLLIE J. MES/DAILY NEWS~SUN
Jerry Fernandez, left, and Trevor Miller paint the outside of the Sun Cities Area Historical Society Thursday morn-

ing. The painters are restoring the home to the original paint color scheme, light Navajo white with chalk-colored”

trim. Albrecht & Son Painting and Drywall donated the labor and paint to restore the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society to its original colors for Sun City’s 50th anniversary celebration.

part of the com}numty So,
of course, we want to give

To learn about the Sun
Cities Area Historical Soci-
ety, call 623-974-2568 or
visit www.scazhistory.org.

For information on the
50th Anniversary Commit-
tee, contact Herrmann at
the Sun City Visitors Cen-
ter, 623-977-5000, or visit
www.suncity50thanniver-
sary.org.

Jeff Dempsey may be
reached at 623-876-2531 or
Jjdempsey@yourwestvalley.
com. '

6002 12 1SNy Aepiy NNS-SMIN AlIvd




-SUNCITY INDEPENDENT _August 26, 2009

L BESTUCSASTET ISR

L

%
34
|

lnggpéndent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw :

'Hlstory pamt job

Trevor Miller of Albrecht Painting checks his equipment before completmg the spray portlon of re-
painting the Sun Cities Area Historical Society office and museum, 10801 Oakmont Drlve. Albrecht
donated the labor and the historical society paid for the paint. :
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eservin histo‘ry

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Jane Freeman, right, founder of Sun Cities Area Historical Somety and docent Belva Mcln-
tosh, left, turn over the society’s collection of-oral history audiotdpes and transcripts to Mela-
| nie Sturgeon, director of the history and archives division, Arizona State Library. A part of the
history of the Sun Cities has been captured on tape through interviews of early residents and
community leaders. To better preserve the recordings, the:original tapes were deposited in
the new Polly Rosenbaum State Archives in Phoepix. Many of the interviews were conducted
by Sturgeon while she was an ASU graduate student worklng on her master's degree and
researching retirement communities. = -
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ALC SCAHS volunteers are invited

grisket B3°

Texas-styie sinoked brisket
with assorted side dishes

When: 3:00 pm, Saturday, April 18
Where: The Pearson Place
10201 W. Desert Rock Dr, Sun City

6007°9T TIMAY SYAZINATOA SHOS ¥0d4 HSVE LANSTIE IS =

Bring your appetite and your partner
RSVP — gign the ligt at the House



. S Orts Contact Rich Bolas, sports editor, at 623-876-2523
or rbolas@yourwestvalley.com

APRIL 2, 2009 www.yourwestvalley.com

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY

NEWS-SUN

D'é'il_y News-Sun

TIME TRAVELER

-~ Golf memorabilia provide history lesson

Bob Lucas shows off
one of his golf clubs
Wednesday during
his presentation at
the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society
meeting in Sun City
West.
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RICH BOLAS
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Bob Lucas opened an egg carton

and exposed a roomful of people to
- golf history.

Lucas, a Sun City Grand resi-
dent, displayed golf memorabilia
and discussed the game's origins
on Wednesday during the Sun Cit-
ies Area Historical Society’'s spring
meeting in Sun City West. *

With the course at Hillcrest Golf
Club as a backdrop, Lucas provid-
ed a glimpse into golf history and
his love of memorabilia associated
with the game.

“I bought my first wood-shaft-
ed putter at a flea market in the
1970s,” Lucas said of his personal
golf collection. “Before long, I had
over 9,000 clubs and was renting
three storage sheds to keep them.

“I had to learn how to sell them
or eat them.” :

The egg carton contained golf
balls from every era, including
wooden balls used during World
War II and leather balls filled with
goosefeathers.

“Believe it or not, the leather
balls could be hit anywhere from
150 to 200 yards,” Lucas said. “It
was similar to a baseball, with the
stitching on the inside.”

Clubs evolved along with the golf
balls, going from wood to various

types of metal.

“Balls were destroyed if they
were hit too hard in the early days
of golf, so metal clubs were used
only to get players out of trouble
on the course,” Lucas said. “As the
balls got harder at the turn of the
century, irons became more popu-
lar.”

Early irons had smooth surfaces.
Grooves, which gave golfers more
control of their shots, were placed
on irons around 1905.

“In 1921, Jack Hutchinson won
the British Open with deep-grooved
irons,” Lucas said as he passed
around such a club for visitors to
inspect. “After he won the tourna-
ment, the ruling body of golf out-
lawed deep-grooved irons.”

Lucas has traveled around the

world as a collector, frequently at-
tending big events such as British
Open. :

“My wife and | used to own a
store in Geneva, Ill.,” Lucas said.
“She would sell women’'s clothes
and I would sell golf memorabilia.

“I think it was the only store of
its kind.”

One of his most-prized posses-
sions is a wood club with a gutta-
percha head. Gutta-percha comes
from the sap of a Malaysian tree
and once was used to make golf
balls. The malleable substance is

still used to today as dental filling.

“I discovered there are only five
in existence,” Lucas recalled. I
bought it on eBay for $500 and
sold it for $4,000.”

Frank Housel of Sun City West
brought one of his golf putters to
the session for inspection.

From 20 feet away at the podi-
um, Lucas identified the manufac-
turer and provided a brief history
of the club for Housel. :

“For me, this club is more of a
novelty than anything,” said Hou-
sel, who learned from Lucas that
the putter had been made in the
1960s. “I've looked up information
and it's worth anything from S$15
to $100.”

Through the years, Lucas’ col-
lection has expanded beyond golf
balls and equipment.

The Sun City Grand resident
has acquired golf postcards, prints,
photos, tees and even sheet music
with golf-related songs.

Lucas said he no longer fills stor-
age sheds with golf memorabilia.

For the Sun City Grand resident,
the hunt appeals more than the ac-
quisition.

“You hang things on a wall for
a while and then you move on to
something else, Lucas said. "Ev-
erything is for sale, except my wife
and my dog. And my dog died.”
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A% SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
el Presents R | .

“The History of Golf
and the Clubs and Balls
with which it has been played.”

April 1 -- 1:00 pm
Hillcrest Golf Club

“Pavilion on the Green”
Beardsley & Star Ridge Drive
Sun City West

samples of antique clubs, balls and other golf memorabilia.

Everyone Is Invited! = No Admission Charge!  Free Refreshments!

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Presents

“The History of Golf
and the Clubs and Balls
with which it has been played.”

April 1 -- 1:00 pm
Hillcrest Golf Club

“Pavilion on the Green”
Beardsley & Star Ridge Drive
Sun City West

samples of antique clubs, balls and other golf memorabilia.

Everyone Is Invited!  No Admission Charge! Free Refreshments!
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Free golf history program set

Adding to our Celebration
of Golf events in April will
be a talk on the history of
golf, along with a display of
antique clubs, balls and other
golf memorabilia.

The Sun Cities Area His-
torical Society has arranged
for collector Bob Lucas to
trace the evolution of golf
and the tools with which it
has been played. Bob has col-
lected old clubs all his life,
and at one time, his collec-

tion consisted of more than
9,000 antique clubs. He and
his wife travel regularly to
Scotland and other golfing
venues, buying, selling and
trading antique golf memora-
bilia.

The program begins 1 p.m.
Wednesday, April 1, in Hill-
crest Golf Course’s Pavilion.
It is free, open to the public
and includes coffee and re-
freshments. This is sure to be
an interesting and fun event!




Sun Cities Area Historical Society

RUMMAGE SALE

10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City

Thursday, March 5 -9:00 - 3:00
Friday, March 6 —9:00 — Noon

Hundreds of items donated by friends and members of the
Historical Society!

Sun Cities Area Historical Society

RUMMAGE SALE

10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City

Thursday, March 5-9:00 - 3:00
Friday, March 6 —9:00 — Noon

Hundreds of items donated by friends and members of the
Historical Society!

To Donate Items — Bring them to the Society between 1:30 and
3:30, Monday or Tuesday, March 2nd or 3rd — or call 974-2568
to arrange for them to be picked up. No clothing, please!

S

600Z°9-S HOYVW HTIVS HOVWANNY DS



Hats Off To ...

Freeman provides walking history

As Sun Citians approach vol-
inteerism for the 2010 Sun City
50th  Anniversary celebration,
Jolunteers take their cue from the
serious time and effort that past
Jolunteers have given towards
‘he success of previous anniver-
sary celebrations. Volunteers of
the 50th and prior efforts will be
saluted in this monthly column.
By Marilyn Holley
and Darrell Bradshaw

The Hats Off salute this month
honors a very special volunteer
who has devoted countless hours
to become the walking, talking
encyclopedia of Sun City - Jane J.
Freeman.

Through her efforts, along
with co-author Glenn Sanberg,
the history of the first 25 years
of Sun City came to life for the
community’s 25th Anniversary
celebration.  The book, entitled
“Jubilee - A History of Sun City,”
takes the reader from the desert
that was to become Sun City and
moves forward with recordings
of who did what, when it hap-
pened and how it happened. She
devoted a year and a half of her
life to the research, typing and
finalizing of this historical book
so that future Sun Citians would
know, understand and appreciate
the beginnings of their communi-
ty. Ms. Freeman seemed destined
for a life of giving to others as she
sought a college degree in educa-
tion. At the University of Virginia
she completed her doctorate
degree in education, Ed.D., and
moved to New York State where
she met her future husband, Les-
lie. She held the position of Dean
of Students at Rockland Commu-
nity College in Suffern, N.Y. They
were married on Dec. 20, 1958.
She has two step children, Toni
and Les, Jr. Both children are now
retired. Toni lives in New York
state and Les, Jr. in Montana.

When Mr. Freeman retired in
1970 the Freeman's moved from
New York state to “get away from
the cold and ice.” They purchased
a golf course home on Prairie Hills
Circle and settled in to an active
retirement lifestyle.  She fondly
remembers the security they felt

in their new Sun City home. They.
left, doors;.and.windows: ‘open. -
and were never concerneéd about

locking them at night.
After the death of her husband

in 1977, Ms. Freeman became

even more in-
volved in the
community.
She has repeat-
edly been rec-
ognized for her
dedication to
the community
and her giving spirit. She was rec-
ognized for over 25 years of ser-
vice to Meals on Wheels. She re-
ceived Interfaith’s Minnie Harlow
Humanitarian Award in 2003. In

2005, she received Emeritus sta-:
tus from Sun Health for 15 years

of service. In 2007, she was rec-
ognized by the Valley of the Sun
United Way for her community
involvement.

In addition to awards, Ms.
Freeman has also served, in vari-

ous positions, for many Sun City:
organizations. She is the former
First Vice President of the Rec-”
- reation Centers of Sun City, Inc::

She served many years on the
Sun City Library Board of Direc-
tors and is past President. She
is the past President of both the
Sun City Community Fund/United
Way and of the Sun Health Foun-
dation Board of Trustees. And
she is the former Board Chairman
of the Sun Health Extended Care
Services.

Ms. Freeman holds Emeritus
status with the Sun Cities Histori-
cal Society. The Society began in
part when Ms. Freeman and other
concerned residents learned that
the Del Webb Corporation office
was contemplating discarding
unwanted files and documents
once the build out of Sun City
was completed. These pieces of
history were rescued and gave
birth to the Historical Society for
the preservation they deserved.

‘The above lists just a few of
Ms. Freeman'’s volunteer achieve-
ments. She has served in over 25
significant positions during her
Sun City residency. Her numerous
efforts were rewarded in 1981
when she was awarded Woman
of the Year by the' Daily News-
Sun.

When asked about” how the
writing of the history of Sun City
came about, Ms. Freeman laughs
and says “people got tired of me

continuously. asking . questions -,

about the community and told
me | should write a book” -- so
she did just that. She started by
becoming the Sun City ombuds-

man with the Northwest Valley
Paper Council (sponsored by the
Independent and Daily News-Sun
newspapers) where local issues
and events were discussed. From
these beginnings she and co-au-
thor Glenn Sanberg collaborated
to give the Sun City community
an official history book. For those
interested, this book is available
at the Sun City Historical Society,
10801 W. Oakmont Drive, Sun
City.

Ms. Freeman also used her re-
search and writing skills to co-au-
thor a 25 year history of Boswell
Hospital.In response to a question
regarding why she volunteered to
be so involved in the community
Ms. Freeman jokingly responded
“because she was asked to and
it sure beat doing housework”,
but follows that closely with the
statement that it is because of the
wonderful people she has met
through volunteerism. She is the
definition of a “people person”.

Though small in stature, Jane
J. Freeman has an enormous giv-
ing heart and the community of
Sun City has truly benefited from
her tireless efforts and generous
commitment to volunteerism.

e . i~
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Jane Freeman
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From A1/Death Notices A5

Kim Woehler of Glendale,

left and Lou Sniderman talk
about the 1960 Autolette.

The electric car moved
people around when the

first Sun City homes

opened. The two were visit-
ing outside the Sun Cities
Historical Society during

‘ the-car show Saturday.
Below, John Edwards

of Sun City listens to

the sounds coming from

. the speakers on Gunther
j Franke's “Music Machine.”

Historical society travels
down memory lane

Golf car show attracts
antique, custom
models

MITCHELL VANTREASE
DAILY NEWS-SUN
Golf cars come in all different

“shapes, colors and sizes.

Just ask Elaine Robinson, who

‘never thought she’d drive a pink
. golf car. The Sun Citian bought the

1988 Yamaha from a neighbor.

“I'm having such a blast driv-
ing this thing around because it's
the only golf car of its color that
I've seen around here,” Robinson
said. i

Robinson showed off her car Sat-
urday morning at the Sun Cities
Area Historical Society’s first Golf
Car Show in the west parking lot
of the Oakmont Recreation Center
at 107th and Grand avenues. The
event also included two golf exhib-
its with one showing photos from
the early days of Sun City area
courses and another featuring an-
tique golf clubs and memorabilia
from the collection of Bob Lucas,
who lives in Sun City Grand.

More than a dozen golf cars were

featured at the event from antiques -

to the .custom-made models, and
visitors had the opportunity to
vote on their favorites.

Sun- Citian Kay Pittenger won
the People’s Choice Award for her
1929 Model A Ford car, while Herb

Carson received the Oldest Oper-
ating Golf Car Award for his 1972
Westinghouse which had seven
horns on it.

Kim Woehler of Glendale show-
cased - his “leisure cart,” which
was considered one of the first: golf
cars in Sun City. He purchased
the electric car — a 1960 Auto-
lette — from a former Sun Citian,
who had the vehicle that originally
came with the home. :

Woehler said he wouldn't “tech-
nically call the vehicle a golf car
but a leisure cart.”

“They used it as a smaller com-
pact car to get around on when~
they didn’t want to use their cars,
then it evolved into something
else,” he said. .

He’s still surprised that it has
remained in mint condition over
the years. :

“It was really taken care of be-
cause the original paint and wheels
are still in top condition,” he said.

Gunther Franke, a Sun City
West resident, featured his red
2006 CA Roadster, also known as
the “Music Machine.” He bought
the custom-made vehicle from an
owner in the Midwest.

The vehicle features a DVD
player with a large sound system
and a hydraulic lift “that makes it
seem like a low-rider.”

“It's a really fun vehicle to drive,”
he said. “This is just like driving a
miniature sports car around.”




~

Classics meet customs

|

y : : - MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN \
Elaine Robinson, right, and Ruth Prior share some fun over Robinson’s 1988 pink golf cart. Robinson said she gets plenty of looks as she |
drives around town in the unusually colored ride. The Sun Cities Historical Society sponsored the golf car show Saturday. Story on AS. \
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SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The Sun Cities Area Historical Society is calling on golf
car owners to take part in its first Golf Car Show Feb.
7. Atleftisa 1950 Studebaker owned by Denny Lock-
mon of Sun City. The Hummer H-3 car, above, belongs
to George Wildridge of Sun City West. His son won it
in a hole-in-one contest. For details on the show and a
chance to win a gift card, see the story on A3.




. . . .
SCHistorical Society hosts golf car display
Are you driving Sun City’s oldest golf car or a custom golf car? If so, you
could win a prize at the first Golf Car Display in the Sun Cities. On Saturday,
February 7, the Sun Cities Area Historical Society, in cooperation with Rec-
reation Centers of Sun City, Inc., will host a showing of old and custom cars
Lin the west parking lot of Oakmont Recreation Center from 9 a.m. to noon.
| The Sun Cities Historical Society will be open and will feature an exhibit on
the history ot the golt courses in the Sun Cities. Coffee and munchies will be
provided. Prizes will be given for the oldest operating golf car and for the
most popular custom car. To enter vour golt car, call the Sun Cities Historical
Society at 623-974-2568, or Ed Allen at 623-975-1815.

Sunt\rews | ary 2009

6007 AJVMAINVL SMIIA NAS DS



Friday, January 9, 2009

www.yourwestvalley.com

DAILY NEWS-SUN

Community A3

STAFF REPORT

Even golfers in the Sun Cit-
es who don't come close to
shooting par will have an op-
ortunity next month to wow
spectators by driving their golf
-ars to an event sponsored by
he Sun Cities Area Historical
society.

The society is searching for
he oldest, operating golf car to
xhibit at the area’s first Golf
>ar Show on Feb. 7.

The free event, conducted
n cooperation with the Recre-
tion Centers of Sun City, will
lisplay old and custom cars
rom 9 a.m. to noon in the west
arking lot of the Oakmont
lecreation Center, 107th and
irand avenues.

Last year, the Historical So-
iety had an antique car show
1 the shopping center parking
it across the street from its of-
ce, 10801 W. Oakmont Drive.
ormer president Ed Allen said
1ey ran into trouble when or-
nizing this year’s show.

“The woman who owns that
10pping center did not want
s to use the parking lot again,”
llen said. “We wanted to do it
sain, but without that lot, we

st would not have enough

»

Om.

Allen said the idea of using
the Oakmont parking lot came
up, but even that would be too
small for cars. Normal-sized
cars, that is. :

“We realized we could fit
probably 20 golf cars in there
with plenty of room for people
to walk around, and the idea
kind of took off from there,”
Allen said. “In addition to the
show, we're going to have a golf
car display at the Historical So-
ciety, too. It's going to be pretty
comprehensive.”

Besides ogling the cars, the
show will provide some of the
history of the ubiquitous mode
of Sun City transportation.

For example, did you know
three-wheeled golf cars were
common on Sun City’s streets
and golf courses in the 1960s,
but there was a tendency for
them to tip when going around
corners. That led to the popu-
larity of today's four-wheel
models.

Another interesting bit of in-
formation from Steve Pohle of
Pohle Neighborhood Vehicles
in Sun City and Sun City West
is the important role that Sun
City played in introducing the
concept of “neighborhood vehi-
cles,” with golf cars being used

for more than golf.
‘The Historical Society will be

open and will feature two golf | ..

exhibits: one showing photos
from the early days of Sun City
area golf courses, and a second
featuring antique golf clubs
and memorabilia from the col-
lection of Bob Lucas. At one
time, Lucas owned more than
9,000 antique golf clubs, along
with balls, tees and other mem-
orabilia from the 19th century.
Moving to Sun City Grand, he
pared his collection to only a

few hundred clubs and some |

of these will be on dlsplay on
Feb. 7.

Golf car owners who don't
drive older models of cars won't
be left out of the show. This is
also a chance for owners to dis-

Historical Society keys into 1st Golf Car Show

play some of the more unusual g8

looking golf cars.

Coffee and light refresh- §

ments will be provided, and
awards will be given for the old-
est operating golf car, and for
the most popular custom car.

Arrangements are being
made to transport Sun City
West golf cars to the show site
by trailer. To enter your golf
car, call the Historical Society
at 623-974-2568, or Ed Allen
at 623-975-1815.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Sun City's first golf pro, Fielding Abott, standing, talks to two un-
identified golfers in this photo from the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society's archives showing a three-wheeled golf car, which was popu-
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Linda Hasenauer at 623-876-2524 and you may have a chance to win
a.$25 qift certificate to Rock Bottom Brewery in Glendale. Be sure to
leave your name and phone number.
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Historical books, DVDs available at Del Webb Sun Cities Museum

A soon to be out-of-print  _
book is among those for sale
in the Museum. Along the
Old Vulture Road, by Albert
F. “Al” Tudor will no longer
be published since his recent
death.

It includes cattle tales and
trails from Wickenburg to
Phoenix along Grand Avenue,
aka U.S. 60. Cost is $10.

Two years ago the Historical
Society, thanks to a grant from
the Constance W. McMillin
trust, was able to reprint De/
Webb: A Man/A Company, by
Margaret Finnerty.

It was written in 1991 and
revised for the second time
by Tara Blanc and Jessica
McCann in 1999. A second

printing came in 2000, and
Pulte Homes gave the Society
permission to reprint in a dark
blue soft cover in 2008. Cost
is $20.

The fledgling Sun Cities
Area Historical Society entered
the publishing world the year
after it was formed in 1987
with Churches of the Sun
Cities, by Emil C. Fisher, who
carefully penned ink drawings
to go with short stories about
all the area churches built up to
that time. Cost is $1.

The first major history of
Sun City was the bright red
soft covered Jubilee, the 25th
Anniversary of Sun City, Ari-
zona, written in 1984 by Jane

Freeman and Glenn Sanberg.
The book is available for $20.

In 2003 the Society spon-
sored Edson Allen’s soft
cover Sun City West Silver
Celebration. The book covers
the journey from Lizard Acres
to lush oasis in its 289 pages.
Cost is $5.

And the most recent publish-
ing effort is Reshaping Retire-
ment in America, Sun City,
Arizona. It was published this
year with Society members Ed-
son Allen, Jo Ruck and David
Verble as consulting editors. It
summarizes how the nation’s
first active adult community
pioncered a lifestyle that cre-
ated a model for generations of

retirees to come.

The salient events of history
are capsulized in a journal
format. (Cost $5, or free with
Museum membership).

The Society also sells the
DVD, The Beginnings, a film
shown in potential retiree com-
munities touting the lifestyle of
the Sun City pioneers enjoying
life in the Arizona desert.

It is shown to visitors of the
Del Webb Sun Cities Museum
in what may be the smallest
theater in the U.S.A. — the for-
mer sales building/refreshment
shack/Sun City Saints dressing
room. Cost is $10.

R LY (S ——————————
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Actress performs
at May 16 Webb
birthday party

By Pris Fenner
Special to the Independent -

appy ll11th birth-
Hday, Mr. Webb.
And just leok

who’s coming to your
arty.

4 'tr};]e Sun Cities Area [P
Historical Society will cel- [*
ebrate Sun City founder
Webb’s birthday a day
early Sunday, May 16 as
part of Sun City’s 50th An-
niversary celebration. All events. are free.

The public is invited to an historical and
dramatic program featuring' actress Tanya
Griffith in the Oakmont Recreation Center‘
1-2:45 p.m. There will be birthd{i}{ cake on
the patio 12:30-3:45 p.m. and visits to the
Del Webb Sun Cities Museum next door, at
10801 W. Oakmont Ave., noon-4:30 p.m. All
who attend the program will receive a Sun
City anniversary coin “party favo_r,.

Tanya Griffith, a Sun City resident for 23
years, will portray Del Webb’s field secretary,
Maxine Newman. Ms. Griffith has performed
as more than 300 celebrated women nation-
wide before and during her arrival in Sun
City. Currently, she limits her engagements

Tanya
Griffith

to the Valley only. Her favorite personalities |

include Eleanor Roosevelt, Mary Todd Lin-
coln, Gertrude Stein and Grandma Moses.. :

“l am very pleased to be able to partici-
pate in Sun City’s 50th Anniversary celebra-
tion,” said Ms. Griffith, who will donate her

See Party — Page 32

SUN CITY INDEPENDENT _April 28, 2010

Party

Continued From Page 16

two short performances to the Historical So- |

ciety, as she did ten years ago.

There will be programs at 1 and 2:45 p.m.
for 150 people each. Also, Sun City Player
member Jim Gatscher will present an illus-
trated program on “Del Webb, The Man, the
Company.” At the | pP.m. program, SCAHS
president Bill Pearson wil] introduce a few
former Del Webb executives and employ-
ees, and descendants of the first family to
occupy the model home, which now serves
as a museum.

Historical Society founder Jane Freeman
will cut the first piece of the giant birthday
cake-decorated in red and black, Del’s favor-
ite colors. It will be baked and decorated by

the bakers at Safeway, Sun City’s first gro- ‘

Cer. :

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museum next |

door is one of Sun City’s first five model
homes and houses displays of Webb the
man and the giant construction company
he founded. A second gallery features the
history of baseball and golf in Sun City. Also

~ there is a colorful new display on Marinette

(the small community where Sun City was

built) complete with real cotton bolls.
Guests are urged to dress for both indoor

and outdoor events and allow plenty of time

for parking vehicles either at Oakmont Rec |

Center parking lots or on Oakmont Drive.
Builder Del E. Webb died of cancer at age
75 onJuly 4, 1974, just after he had complet-
ed Phase Il and the “world’s largest working
sundial;” that was the year he opened Phase

IIlI'and the year before Sun City’s 15th An-
niversary.




SCAHS-NOTEBOOK 2010

. 'IT ALL BEGAN IN MARINETE'

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The story of the cotton-growing operations that preceded Sun City was provided by Amanda

Monreal Durant, who grew up in Marinette and now lives in Sun City. Shown pointing to her
house, Durant provided this schematic of Marinette as it appeared in 1958 — a year before
Del Webb’s company began construction on-a different way of life. Durant's parents ran a
store, and her mother served as the postmaster. The Boswells frequently stopped by to check
on the operation, and one day Walter O. Boswell asked the 8-year-old her name. “Amanda,”
she replied, to which he said, “That's too big a name for such a small girl. From now on, we'll
call you Mandy!” See “Mandy’s Marinette” — and trace the history of the town back to 1895

— at the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum, 10801 W. Oakmont Drive, from 1 to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday.
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Del’s Docents

are invited to a festive luncheon
hosted by the Sun Cities Area Historical Society
at 11 a.m. Tuesday April 20

5 & Diner Delux
behind Los Padres Bank
north of Bell on 114™ Avenue

RSVP by April 16
at Del Webb Sun Cities Museum
623-974-2568

The Luncheon:
Choice of three half-sandwiches with a side
OR
Soup and salad

Dessert: Carrot cake

The fun:
Prizes, commendations, and rewards
The necessities:
Chance to update your volunteer handbook
(Bring your handbook and a pen)
Sign up for May 8, May 16 and July 4 events
Sign up for possible summer hours
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Sun City serves up
anniversary events

JOY SLAGOWSKI/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Soroptimist Dorothy Kay of Sun City Grand
serves strawberry shortcake Saturday at the
Lakeview Recreation Center in Sun City for
a festival celebrating Sun City’s 50th Anni-
versary.

JOY SLAGOWSKI
DAILY NEWS-SUN

A strawberry festival and an
open house at Del Webb Sun Cit-
ies Museum drew steady crowds
Saturday for another in a series of
events celebrating Sun City’s 50th
Anniversary.

The Valley of the Sun Soropti-
mists sponsored the strawberry
festival in Lakeview Recreation
Center social hall.

Proceeds benefit Soroptimist’s
Service Fund, which provides
scholarships and grants to com-
munity organizations to improve
the lives of women and girls both
locally and around the world.

Jo Williams and Gretchen Long
of Sun City came to help the chari-
ties, as much as for the dessert.

“We read about it in the pa-
per and wanted to help the good
cause,” Long said.

Event organizer Priscilla Fenner,
said the group wanted to revive
the spring festival which was dur-
ing Mother’s Day weekends in the
1970s.

“Everyone likes shortcake just
fine,” Fenner said.

Strawberry festival participants
were encouraged to visit the Del
Webb Sun Cities Museum, where

DAILY NEWS-SU¢. Monday, May 10, 2010

new exhibits celebrate Del E.
Webb, his company, baseball and
golf and Marinette, the town site in
the cotton fields on which Sun City
was built.

Judy and Roger Burnett were

two of the first visitors at the open

house, after attending the straw-
berry festival.

Though they have lived in Sun
City six years, this was their first
visit to the museum. The Burnetts
work, so they said they have not
had the opportunity to explore all
Sun City has to offer.

“We're learning more than we
knew before today about Sun City,”
Judy said. “We didn’'t know Del
Webb was involved with so many
other things besides Sun City.”

Bill Pearson, president of Sun
Cities Historical Society. said the

Joy SLMWWSKIIDAILY NEWS-SUN
Roger and Judy Burnett of Sun City listen to Bill Pearson talk about the history of Sun City
during their visit Saturday to the Del WebbSun Cities Museum. Pearson is president of the
Sun Cities Historical Society.

museum has seen a dramatic in-
crease in visitors this year.

“We've had 1,450 people visit
in the last four months,” Pearson
said. “And that is more than we
have had in two and a half years.”

“We wanted this to be the best
year ever, and we have already
achieved that,” he said.

The museum occupies one of
the first homes Webb built for the
1960 debut of Sun City. It is open
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday at 10801 W. Oak-
mont Drive.

On June 1, the museum will
switch to summer hours: 9 a.m.
to noon Thursdays and Saturdays,

‘and 5 to 8 p.m. on Fridays.

Joy Slagowski may be reached
at 623-876-2414 or jslagowski@
yourwestvalley.com.
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" Docent shares Webb stories

JEFF DEMPSEY

DAILY NEWS-SUN

~ When it comes to the histo-
1y of the Del Webb Corp. and
“the Sun Cities, few people are
-as learned as Marjorie John-
_son. After all, she lived it.
“~ *I've been in the Del Webb
business for most of my life,”

~Webb at the corporation from
21961 until about 1985 and
then with the Webb Founda-
tion after that. I've spent the
“best years of my life at Del
‘Webb.”

It is fitting, then, that
Johnson serves as a docent
at the Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum in Sun City. Twice a
month on Mendays, Johnson
gives tours in the first model
home in Webb’s first retire-
ment community.

“I just started recently, but
it’s been very fun,” she said.
“I donated several items and
pieces of memorabilia to be
on display and was asked if
I would like to give tours. So

he said. “I was with Del A

ASHLEY LOWERY/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Marjorie Johnson, widow of R.H. Johnson, works as a docent at the Del Webb
Sun Cities Museum in Sun City. ~
here I am.” 1967-81 and a famous man

Johnson, 83, is the widow in in his own right. It is no

of R.H. Johnson, president :
of the Del Webb Corp. from SEE DOCENT, AS

DOCENT

FROMA1

surprise that, when
tourists find out who
Johnson is, they get
stars in their eyes.
“T've had a few peo-
ple ask to take pic-
tures with me,” she

said. “They want to
hear stories about Del

Webb. I believe it is
very unusual now to

meet someone who ac-.
tually knew Mr. Webb.

Talking to me about
him makes him actu-
ally exist somehow,

like he’s no longer a

figment of their imagi-
nations.” . )

Johnson and her
husband, who died

in 2008 at the age of .

92, were instrumen-
tal in the growth and
involvement of the Del

- E. Webb Foundation,

which has contributed

primarily to health- |

care oriented organiza-
tions. DEWF has given
more than $65 million
for medical research,
medical facilities and
education.

The foundation has
contributed millions
of dollars to the Sun
Health Foundation
for expansion of both
Del Webb and Boswell
medical centers.

The foundation pro-
vided the $1.6 mil-
lion needed to fund
the Sun Health Del B’
Webb Health Center of
Wickenburg.

The Johnsons also
were involved in the
development and con-

- tinuing support of the

Del Webb Center for
the Performing Arts in
Wickenburg.

' . Johnson said she
~will be at the museum

from 1 to 4 p.m. May
24. The museum is at
10801 W. Oakmont
Drive.

For information, call
623-974-2568, or visit
www.scazhistory.org.

Jeff Dempsey may
be reached at 623-876-
2531 or Jdempsey@
Yourwestvalley.com.
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You're invited to celebrate the birthday
Of the founder of Our Town, Sun City, AZ

Del Webb’s 111th Birthday Party
Sunday, May 16, 2010
Noon to 3 p.m.
Oakmont Recreation Center /-
107th Avenue & Oakmont, just south of Gréhd

FREE EVENTS 3

Commemorative party favors

Birthday cake on patio from 12:30 to 3:45
Programs at 1 and 2:15 (limited to 150 people each)
Player Jim Gatscher presents the Life and Times of Del Webb
Actress Tanya Griffith as Webb’s secretary, Maxine Newman

Tour of Del Webb Sun Cities Museum (next door)
from 12 to 4:30 p.m. before or after the party activities

Dress for indoor and outdoor fun and allow time for parking
at Oakmont or on Oakmont Drive

No presents please! Your hosts - the Sun Cities Area Historical Society



Sun Citians celebrate Webb’s birthday

By Bill Pearson

Temperatures are starting to heat up and

with those tepid temps come a slower
and more indoor activities. [ T

Throw into the mix the
winter residents leaving by
the motorhome load and it
becomes apparent why the
Sun City 50th anniversary
festivities fall off during the
summer months. .

However, there are still Bill
events going on and per- Pearson
haps none more promi-

nent than the birthday celebration for Sun
City’s founder, Del Webb. He died on July 4,
1974 at the age of 76. If he was still alive, he

- would be turning 111. Not an age unheard
of in this fabled community.

The festivities will be conducted at the
Oakmont Recreation Center, 10725 W. Oak-

- mont Drive, on Sunday May 16. The doors

open at noon with cake and refreshments
being served on the patio from 12:30 to 3:45
p-m. Two presentations will be conducted
inside the rec center, the first starting at 1
p.m. and the second at 2:45 p.m.

See Birthday — Page 28

Birthday

Continued From Page 17

Party favors, a cadre of Webb employees

stopping by, Jim Gatscher presenting “The.

Life and Times of Del Webb” and Sun City’s
own renown actress Tanya Griffin portray-
ing Webb’s secretary Maxine Newman will
be included in the day’s activities.

To help make the festivities even more

memorable, the Del Webb Sun Cities Muse-
um (next:door to the Oakmont Recreation
Center) will be open from noon to 4:30 pm.
During this 50-year celebration of the com-
mumty s birth, the museum has been sport-
ing record crowds and this specxal Sunday
opening should add to those impressive
totals.

Later that evening, the Arizona Trio will
be playing an outdoor show at the Sun
Bowl starting at 7:30 p.m. For those who still
have gas in that tired old tank, the Sun City
Players will be performing “Laugh Out” on
Monday, May 17 at the Mountain View Rec-
reation Center auditorium; 9749 N. 107th
Ave., beginning at 7 p.m. Tickets will be on
sale at the door or in advance.

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museum w1ll
shift to its summer hours June 1. Recogniz-
ing many of the year-round residents are
working, the summer hours will be 9 a,m.-
noon Thursdays and Saturdays and 5-8 p.m.

Fridays. In addition, group tours can be run

for as few as four people and reservations
can be made by calling 623- 974 2568 and
asking for Judy.

Raffle tickets for the Smart Car to be giv-
en away at the 50th anniversary closing cer-
emony in.January are moving briskly and
tickets can be purchased all summer at the

-Sun City Visitors Center, 16820 N. 99th Ave.

They are on reduced hours during the sum-
mer, mornings Monday through Saturday.
Shirts, hats, visors and other memorabilia is
also on sale there.

Editor’s Note: Mr. Pearson is Sun City

50th Anmversary Committee publlczty
chairman.
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* Join in celebration
honoring Del Webb's
llith blrthday

BILL PEARSON
CHAIRMAN
SUN CITY 50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE

Who would have thought cel-
ebrating someone’s 111th birthday
as a time for a massive, boisterous
party? Imagine him being a straight-
laced, upstanding business man, a

captain of industry, a builder sec-

ond to none. A man revered as the
founder of Sun City, owner of the
New York Yankees during the great-
est run in baseball (1945-1965),
and the man who built both Bug-
sy Segal’s Flamingo and Madison
Square Garden.

But enough with the history les-
son. You can get all of that informa-
tion and lots more when you come
to Del Webb’s 111th birthday party
Sunday at the Oakmont Recreation
Center at 107th Avenue and Oak-
mont Drive (just west of Fry’'s on
Grand Avenue).

Doors open at 12:30 p.m., with
cake and coffee on the patio (served
until 3:45) while inside we will nur-
ture your more cerebral side.

The incomparable Tanya Griffith
will play Del Webb’s personal sec-

retary Maxine Newman. There will
be two shows with the first at 1 and b

the second at 2:45.

With Tanya will be a host of Webb
employees to talk about their boss
and family members who bought
and lived in the first model home in
Sun City.

Jim Gatscher from the Sun City
Players will present “The Life and
Times of Del Webb.” :

Dress is casual and you don’t
have to bring a gift for Mr. Webb (in
fact, all those in attendance will re-
ceive party favors to commemorate
this event).

Unfortunately, Del left us back in
1974, though his memory will live
on forever in the hearts and minds
of those of us who love Sun City
and what he gave us. His legacy is a
community that is visited and stud-
ied by people across the world.

Immediately next door to the Oak-

mont Rec Center is the first model - .

~ Delbert Eugene Webb
home and it has been restored to
look like it did opening day 1960.

Now known as the Del Webb Sun
Cities Museum, it has enjoyed re-
cord numbers since the first of the
year. Clearly the 50th anniversary
has spurred this interest. To give

~-even more of you a chance to visit,

useum wﬂl be open from noon

» "PI

If by day s end you still have the
energy, there is a free concert at
the Sun Bowl featuring the Arizona
Trio.

Showtime is 7:30 p.m. and don'’t
forget to bring your lawn chairs.

If your motor is still running on
Monday night, the Sun City Play-
ers will perform “Laugh Out” at the
Mountain View Rec Center (tickets
available at the door).

The more than year-long celebra-
tion will conclude Jan. 12 with a
raffle drawing. The grand prize will
be a Smart Car (which we will have
at Oakmont for your viewing).

Raffle tickets are $10 each, so
if you have been wanting to get in
the prize drawing early, bring your
wallet, otherwise, everything else is
free.

Hope to see you all there.
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Sun Cities Area Historical Society/Del Webb Sun Cities Museum
10801 W. Oakmont Drive | Sun City, AZ 85351



 (#It's a Party!

50th Anniversary event AR

You're invited to celebrate the birthday
of the founder of Sun City

Del Webb’s 111th Birthday Party
Sunday, May 16, 2010 2
Noon to 4:30 p.m. M¢
Oakmont Recreation Center /1~
107th Avenue & Oakmont, just south of Grand Avenue

FREE EVENTS
Commemorative party favors ;
Birthday cake on patio from 12:30 to 3:45,

Programs at 1:00 and 2:45 (limited to 150 people each)
Sun City Player Jim Gatscher presents

The Life and Times of Del Webb
Actress Tanya Griffith as Webb<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>