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ORAL IDSTORY PROJECT 

Case# 206 

Interview with Margaret C. Mulholland 

Date of Birth: December 5, 1901 

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois 

September 20, 1991 

Margaret was one of the early residents and very active in community affairs. 
After the death of her husband, she moved back to Illinois to pursue a career, then 
returned again after four or five years absence. 

Synopsis: 

- Parents probably born 1880s. Mother young housewife; doesn't know what 
father did. 

- Mother high school education and perhaps one year of advanced education. 
- I grew up and was educated in Chicago, then Jamestown, New York. 

Advanced education in Decatur, Illinois. Studied welfare of young people, 
sociology. Worked, married and had 3 children in Chicago. 

- Husband became ill and I entered the government. Was with the Treasury 
Department, and Department of Army - 25 years with U.S. Government. 

- I was not involved in any kind of community activity until I moved to 
Decatur, Illinois in the mid 30s. Then I was very interested in Order of the 
Eastern Star. All 3 children attended Milliken University and daughter 
attended college for women in Jackson, Illinois, McMurray College. 

- In 1966, my husband and I traveled to Europe. Did Ireland then flew to 
England. Husband had heart attack, died 6 days later 

- Went back to Illinois and interviewed with Dean at Milliken College. No 
job, but opening in sorority as Housemother. Spent 4 years with 38 girls 
every semester. Pleasant association. 

- Oldest son lived in Arizona. Came out to visit him. Advised us to see Sun 
City. Only about 2,500 people when moved in. All from different states. 
Joy to gather around swimming pool. Joined Federated Women's Club. 
The interested in volunteering at hospital for about 5 years. Swim Club, golf 
course and golf club. 

- Still living in same house; 19th house finished in Sun City. 
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Interview with Margaret C. Mulholland September 20, 1991 

- Dr. in Sun City asked me to be his medical secretary. I was upset by older 
people with gray hair and illness. Got away from the community. In 
Decatur wanted to be with younger people. Then decided to come back to 
home in Sun City. 

- Want SC to be unincorporated. We governed city for the last 30 years. No 
reason for more expenditures, paying salary to Mayor, Fire Chief, etc. 75% 
of people here donate time. 

- Paid cash for the house. 
- Del Webb attended some meetings. Everyone respected him. Gave 

retirement world much joy. Delightful to speak with him. Very busy, I had 
friends move out here. 

- Sun City thrived because of early retired people. Showed how to live 
leisurely. Early residents were models for those who came afterward. After 
15 years, younger groups different, more advanced ideas. They earned more 
than we did. 

- When new recreation center, I was never involved in contention. I wanted to 
run things, and I have. All groups were organized and you do go up the 
ladder. Instrumental in forming get-together Club; 30- 35 people for book 
reviews; still meet once a month. Volunteered for 5 years with Northwest 
Hospital in Glendale. After husband's death not interested in that. Still very 
active in Eastern star. 

- Tom Austin would come before groups and advise us, etc., very pleasant 
man, well-liked. 

- After first year, company sent out questionnaires. What would you do to 
make improvements in your home? Husband filled them out. Didn't buy 
house directly from Webb. Neighbor bought 5 houses; we bought from him. 
Saw house as being built. House on golf course amount of space we wanted. 
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SUN CITES AREA IDSTORICAL SOCIETY 

Margaret C. Mulholland - early Sun City resident 

Interviewer Melanie Sturgeon 20 Sep 1991 
Transcribed by Belva McIntosh Apr 2008 

This is Melanie Sturgeon and on behalf of the Sun Cities Area Historical Association and the 
Arizona Historical Foundation. I am interviewing Margaret Mulholland, one of the early 
pioneers to Sun City, in her home in Sun City Arizona. 

STURGEON: Margaret, can you tell me approximately the dates your parents were born and 
where they were born? 

MULHOLLAND: Well, I will try. My parents were born in the United States and they were 
probably born in 1888 - in there some place. 

STURGEON: What did your parents do for a living? 

MULHOLLAND: Well, my mother was a young housewife and my father, well really I don't 
know what my father did because 1 was just a very small child then he was out of my life. 

STURGEON: Do you know what your mother's education was? Did she go through school? 

MULHOLLAND: Oh yes. Mother bad a high school education and perhaps a year of 
advanced. 

STURGEON: What about yourself? Can you tell me when you were born and where? 

MULHOLLAND: I was born in Chicago, Illinois on December 5, 1901 . 

STURGEON: Did you grow up in Chicago? 

MULHOLLAND: I grew up and I was educated partially in Chicago. The rest of my education 
was in Jamestown, New York and I finished advanced education in Decatur, Illinois. 
In college I studied the welfare of young people, sociology. I worked in Chicago, Illinois and I 
was marred in Chicago. My working with young ladies was later in my life. After I finished 
college I was out in the business world in the Chicago Loop. It was clerical work that I did and 
then I was married and I had three children. My husband became quite ill and then I entered the 
Government. I was with the Treasury Department and also I was with the Department of the 
Army. [ spent twenty five years with the Government. 

STURGEON: I would like to -go back a little bit in your life. Did you have any brothers and 
sisters? 
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MULHOLLAND: One sister who was eight years younger. The neighborhood where I grew 
up in Chicago was on the south side, probably most of the people were Irish, German and I 
suppose there was some Polish also and it was in the early I 900's. We lived in a house. Of 
course I was quite young when I lived there. This was my grandfather' s house and they had 
what they called a flat upstairs. My grandfather was a tin smith and he had his business in the 
basement of the house. The people who lived there were naturally all working people. They 
consisted, as I have said, Irish, German, probably some Polish mixed in with them, but mostly 
Irish. 

STURGEON: How did you get to Jamestown from there? 

MULHOLLAND: My mother married Mr. Kyle who was a telephone man and he took my 
mother and myself to Jamestown New York. I graduated from high school there. After I had 
worked with the telephone company then we went back to Chicago and I met my husband and I 
married him and my life took on from there. 

STURGEON: Did you stay in Chicago the rest of your married life? 

MULLHOLAND: I stayed in Chjcago probably sixteen years. I went to Decatur Illinois. I 
started with the government in Chicago and I worked for probably four years. Then I transferred 
to the Department of the Army and spent the rest of my government years with the Department 
of the Army in Decatur. 

STURGEON: That must have been hard working and raising three children at the same time. 

MULHOLLAND: When one is young one doesn't see all these hardships. 

STURGEON : When you were a child did you ever see your mother involved in any 
communjty activities? 

MULHOLLAND: There was always church, well really I don't remember that particular time. 
But I knew she was always there and devoted as much time to me as a young mother does. 

STURGEON: What about yourself? Did you get involved in clubs or community activities? 

MULHOLLAND: Do you want to know that J did not become involved in any kind of 
activities until I moved to Decatur Illinois, when I was probably about 33 or 35. I became very 
interested in the Order of the Eastern Star and l became very involved in their background. AJJ 
three of my children, two boys, attended Milliken University and my daughter attended the 
college for women at Jacksonville, Illinois, McMurray college. I wanted her to learn how it 
would be to live with women. 

STURGEON: How did you get involved with young women? 
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MULHOLLAND: In 1966 my husband and I went to London. We went to Europe. We did all 
of Ireland and were flying over and arrived from Ireland to London. On our transportation from 
the airport to our hotel my husband had a heart attack and be spent six days in London hospital 
and of course he expired on tenth of June 1966. I had him cremated and brought his remains 
back and my doctor here in Sun City Arizona asked me to be his medical secretary which I was 
for perhaps five months. I got very upset with living in Sun City. I needed to become interested 
in the business world again. I just could not stand these old people because I was much younger. 
At that point in my life I went back to Decatur Illinois and I had an appointment with the Dean of 
Women at Milliken University. Then she advised me that she did not have anything in the 
administrative office but she did have an opening in one of the sorority houses as a house 
mother. So I had a very nice interview - that is the alums interviewed me for the position and I 
was accepted and I spent four years as a house mother with these young girls - 3 8 every 
semester. It was not a rude awakening, it was a pleasant association with these young women. 
The girls I had were about 18 until they graduated. It was a delightful four years. If I told my 
daughter earlier that I wanted her to become acquainted and learn how to live with women, I 
learned how to live with women. 

STURGEON: What did your husband do for a living when you were first married? 

MULHOLLAND: My husband was a college graduate and he was also quite - he had an illness 
that caused him to be not too active. His illness was consistent of his lung and his heart. My 
husband was the manager for the unemployment office. So that was his job. He was the 
manager of this particular office in Decatur for probably sixteen years with seventeen employees 
under him. 

STURGEON: What did you do for the government? 

MULHOLLAND: My first job was with the Department of Commerce in Washington D . C . A 
very uninteresting job. Then I was asked to come back to Chicago because this was going to be 
a permanent position, which I did. It developed that I was a telephone operator for the large Post 
Office in Chicago for two years and then I transferred to the Treasury Department and worked 
for them for five years. Then I worked for the Department of the Army and worked there until 

1961. 

STURGEON: When you were growing up, you probably would have been about thirty when 
the depression hit. Do you remember what it was like during the depression? 

MULHOLLAND: No, really. We always had enough food to eat, we had enough money to 
pay our rent and it wasn 't anything different than I am probably living now. Both my husband I 
had very lucrative jobs during that time. 

STURGEON: Do you remember, not necessarily the date when Social Security was passed but 
do you remember the Social Security Act, when they were debating it? 
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