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West Valley Art Museum Museum partners with RCSC
provides support to SCAHS. to create history panels
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A Sense of Community
A "shared vision" remains crucial
to Sun City/SC West success.

See Page 11
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The Sun Cities Area Histori-
#| cal Society is the recipient

| of a generous donation from
the West Valley Art Museum.
The historical society owns
and operates the Del Webb
| Sun Cities Museum and
the donation will help fund
operations at the museum.
| Constance McMillin of the
WVAM Board of Trustees,
presents the donation to
Andy Kindler, president of
the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society Board of Trustees.
Standing, from left, Jacquie
Mitchell, WVAM administra-
tor; Sue London, WVAM
board member; Linda Bor-
ton, Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum office manager.

West Valley Art Museum donates
to Del Webb Sun Cities Museum

Art museum's story ends, but its contributions to the community live on

By Bret McKeand

he West Valley Art Museum

has presented a significant

gift to the Sun Cities Area

Historical Society to help
fund operations at the Del Webb Sun
Cities Museum.

The art museum -- one of the very
first professional nonprofit art muse-
ums ever established in a retirement
community -- recently ceased op-
erations and dispersed its remaining
funds to several West Valley organiza-
tions.

The donation was presented by
Constance McMillin, secretary/trea-
surer of the West Valley Art Museum
Board of Trustees. Ms. McMillin is
well known for her support for local
theater and arts organizations, and is a
past president and long-time supporter
of the Sun Cities Historical Society.

The art museum's roots in the com-
munity date back nearly 50 years when
a few ambitious Sun City residents
first envisioned a local art museum to
exhibit fine art from all parts of the
world.

In October 1976, a group led by
Rex Staley (then president of Sun City
Bank) leased a wing of the Merrill
Lynch building on Bell Road and 98th
Avenue that would become the organi-
zation's first temporary home.

Over the next few years, small ex-
hibits were held in banks and churches
while funds were raised to build a
permanent facility.

In 1983, the Del Webb Development
Company donated land for a Sun City
Art Museum on land located at 111th
Avenue and Thunderbird Road in Sun
City.

The plot, however, was small and
limited the organization's opportunity

for future expansion. At the same time,
museum trustees learned of Arizona
State University's plans to create an
ASU West campus on land in the
Agua Fria River valley off Bell Road,
between Sun City and Sun City West.

DEVCO agreed to swap the land in
Sun City for property between 115th
and 114th avenues, deeding it to the
museum free and clear.

Construction on the first phase of
the museum began in 1984. Despite
ASU eventually opting not to build
its west campus on the property, the
museum forged ahead and officially
opened in spring 1985.

The location of the new facility and
the growing population of Sun City
West prompted a name change to the
Sun Cities Art Museum.

The museum's success and contin-
ued fundraising efforts led to addition-

Continued on next page
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The Sun Cities Art Museum (later the West Valley Art Museum) for many
years was located between Sun City and Sun City West off Bell Road on
the Avenue of the Arts. Today, the building is home to the Salvation Army.
Upper right, the museum's first free-standing building was to be located
at 111th Avenue and Thunderbird Road in Sun City. Groundbreaking cer-
emonies were held in 1983 before the location was moved to Bell Road.
Bottom right, During a Peoria City Council meeting, Constance McMillin
receives an award presented by the City of Peoria recognizing the mu-

seum's contributions to the West Valley.

al expansion. By 1996, the museum's
size was three times its original open-
ing size. In addition to art galleries
and the Shields-Marsh Gift Shop, by
the mid-90s, the art musuem included
the Hoover Great Galley, the Schuld
Library, the Stone Tea Room, Helene's
(Gumina) Kitchen and a Sculpture
Garden. A secure collections area, a
work area and a loading dock were
added as well.

The enormous growth of the sur-
rounding cities of Surprise, Peoria
and El Mirage prompted a third name
change in 1997: The West Valley Art
Museum.

Growing community enthusiasm
and acceptance of the museum's pro-
grams led to the purchase in 1999 of
2.7 acres of adjacent land on the east
side of the building, allowing for an
entrance on 114th Avenue. The City of
Surprise would later rename 114th Av-
enue to "Avenue of the Arts," which it
remains to this day.

Over the years, the museum hosted
a number of significant exhibitions
that received attention and praise
equal to those hosted by professional
art galleries in Phoenix and Scottsdale.

Notable artists whose works have
been featured at the museum include
Phillip Curtis, Joe Tyler, Robert Mc-

"The museum was a
beacon for art and
culture in the West
Valley community."

Call and Paolo Soleri.

The National Watercolor Society
and Arizona Artists Guild are among
the recognized art organizations fea-
tured at the museum.

The economic downturn experi-
enced between 2007 and 2010, how-
ever, turned devastating for the West
Valley Art Museum.

Debt and the need to borrow money
to upgrade the facility prompted of-
ficials to use its building and land as
collateral for a loan. When the bank
failed in 2009, the museum was forced
to sell the building.

The City of Peoria stepped in and
provided storage for the museum's
collections and by 2011, the West
Valley Art Museum resumed its public
exhibitions at Peoria City Hall.

Since then, the West Valley Art
Museum has remained an integral part
of the West Valley's art environment

-- hosting a number of exhibits, juried
artists competitions and more.

A few years ago the City of Peoria
announced plans to renovate and up-
grade city hall. Those plans impacted
the space used by the art museum and
both parties mutually agreed that it
would be best if the museum gave up
their space at city hall.

After much deliberation, the mu-
seum's board of trustees opted to close
its doors forever -- dispersing its re-
maining collections to art galleries and
nonprofit cultural organizations.

The board also decided to dis-
perse its remaining funds to cultureal
organizations throughout the Valley,
including the Sun Cities Area Histori-
cal Society.

"I often reflect on the wisdom and
work of the (museum) founders and
over the decades the people who
shared valuable family art treasures
or donated quality fine art pieces from
their global travels to be displayed and
enjoyed by the community," said Ms.
McMillin.

"Plus, the countless regional, na-
tional and international artists whose
works were presented in our exhibits.
The museum was a beacon for art and
culture in the West Valley commu-
nity."
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Lakeview: Recneation:. Centern raises
the curtain on SuniCity s second decade

Viewpoint Lake: A Sun City Treasure!

the lake. It took 20 days to il the Iake to ts finl capacity of 105 millon gallons o water

of pumping 3, tofil

Del Webb Sun Cities Museum partners
with RCSC to share community history

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museum
continues its partnership with the
Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc. to
share with local residents the history
of each recreation center.

The museum is creating an histori-
cal panel to be installed at each of the
recreation centers, and so far this
year has completed panels located at
Oakmont, Fairway and Lakeview rec-
reation centers, as well the Sun Bowl
and Viewpoint Lake.

Each of the panels provides a
glimpse of the history of each center
— from its beginning to present state —
as told through a brief narrative and,
of course, photos from the museum’s
archives.

"The history panels allow us to
share our community’s history with
those who visit our recreation centers
and introduce our museum’s efforts
to those who might not otherwise be
aware of the Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum," said Andrew Kindler, presi-
dent of the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society Board of Trustees.

A single panel has been installed
near the entrances at Oakmont and
Fairway recreation centers. Two panels
tell the story at Lakeview Recreation
Center and at the Sun Bowl.

Panels remain to be completed for
Sundial, Bell, Marinette and Mountain
View recreation centers.

The Del Webb
Sun Cities Muse-
um has created
historic panels to
tell the history of
recreation cen-
ter facilities and

amenities. Com-
pleted panels
can be found at
Oakmont, Fair-
way and Lakev-
iew Recreation
Centers, as well
as the Sun Bowl
and Viewpoint
Lake.

. the Celebrity Series became th hotest ticket in
fnts, atractons brought tongsto Sun City. After

s, Webb, Inc. began Sun Gty West and buil the assive Sundome Center fo the

tral basi. Operational costs were projected at $70,000 per year,
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Recreation Centers of Sun City West
celebrates opening of Lizard Acres Pub

The Recreation Centers of Sun City
West, Inc. in October officially opened
Lizard Acres Pub in the R.H. Johnson
Recreation Center.

The pub's name pays tribute to
Lizard Acres, the name of the ranch
that once existed in the area prior to
the Del Webb Development Company
creating Sun City West.

Back in the 1940s, R.S. Spurlock
and J.C. Wetzler of Holbrook, Ariz.,
were looking over a proposed 1,900-
acre site for a new ranch located one
mile east of the intersection of Grand
Avenue and Bell Road.

It was Spurlock who reportedly
declared, "Jumpin' Jehosophat, this
country isn't fit for raising anything
but lizards!"

The name stuck, and Lizard Acres
became the popular name for the land
officially owned by the Circle One
Livestock Company.

The company would become one
of the largest and most successful
cattle companies in Arizona. Cattle

I IZARD ACRES

and people lived on the land for the
next 30 years, until DEVCO took over
the land and began building Sun City
West.

Near the entrance to the pub is a
panel explaining the pub's name and
sharing the history of the famed cattle
ranch.

The panel was created by Katy O'
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Katy OGrady of the Recreatlon
Centers of Sun City West, Inc. and
Alan Schlemmer of the Del Webb
Sun Cities Museum admire the new
panel greeting visitors to Lizard
Acres Pub.

Grady, activites director for the Rec-
reation Centers of Sun City West, Inc.,
and Alan Schlemmer, vice president of
the Sun Cities Area Historical Society
Board of Trustees.

Historical photos included in the
panel were provided by the Del Webb
Sun Cities Museum.

The Del Webb Sun Cities Mu-
seum will celebrate the holidays
with its popular annual Chrismas
Party planned this year 4-6 p.m.
December 2.

Admission is free to members; $5
for non-museum members.

Light refreshments will be served
and entertainment will be provided
by the Sun City Poms.

As always, the museum will be
fesitvely decorated throughout each
room.

Docents display traditional
holiday decorations, many of them
from their own personal family col-
lections.

Museum hosts holiday party December 2

The museum's living room will
once again feature a 1960's alumi-
num Christmas tree illuminated by a
revolving lighted color carousel lamp.

Visit the museum's website at
www.delwebbsuncitiesmuseum.
org for additional information and
updates.
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An official publication of
the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society
© 2025 SCAHS
10801 Oakmont Drive
Sun City, AZ 85351
(623) 974-2568
email:
scahsm@gmail.com
www.delwebbsuncitiesmuseum.org

The Sun Cities Area
Historical Society is
certified by the Arizona
Historical Society

The Sun Cities Area Historical
Society is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3)
organization dedicated to the
preservation and presentation
of the records and artifacts for
Sun City, Arizona, (the world’s
first Active Adult Retirement
Community), and its sister city,
Sun City West. The Society’s
headquarters are located in the
Del Webb Sun Cities Museum,
in one of the five original Sun
City model homes.

Museum Hours:
noon-3 p.m. Sunday
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday
(Or for groups of six or more
by appointment)
Admission: $5 (18 and over)
Free to Museum Members
Museum open Thursdays January
through May. Hours reduced in June.

Board of Trustees

Andy Kindler
President
Alan Schlemmer
Vice President
Michael Marting
Treasurer
Barb Wagers
Secretary

Tim Ericson
Anne Levig
Catherine DuBois
Sue Clark
Pat Popp
Paul Webster

Office Manager:
Linda Borton
Newsletter Editor:
Bret McKeand

Message from the President

Member support 1s the driving
force behind YOUR Museum!

On behalf of the Board of
Trustees of the Sun Cities
Area Historical Society, |
want to say a big, heartfelt
THANK YOU to all our
museum members and for
their continued support.

The support from our
members is vital to the suc-
cess and growth of the Sun
Cities Museum.

As we prepare to send out
annual membership renew-
als, I hope you will not
only continue your value
support -- but encourage
your friends and neighbors
to consider becoming loyal
friends of the museum as
well.

We hope you have had
an opportunity to view the
oral history videos that are
available in the Sundome Jr.
Theater, on our website or
our YouTube channel. The
project exceeded our expec-
tations as the history makers
who were interviewed did
an exceptional job at tell-
ing their individual stories
about working with Del
Webb and John Meeker. If
you have not watched them,
I encourage you to take
some time to do so. You
will not be disappointed.

Other highlights from
2025 include:

B Relocating the granite
marker designating the town
of Marinette to a permanent
home at the Museum. The
need for the relocation was
precipitated by the sale of
the property where it was
previously located. The
marker is important in the
Sun City story as it was
the predecessor town on

Andy Kindler
2025 President
Sun Cities Area
Historical Society

the land where Sun City is
today. Watch your email for
notification of our dedica-
tion ceremony targeted for
November. We hope you
will join us.

B Our Sun City story is
now documented in a newly
released bestselling book
titled, "Coming of Age in
Retirement," written by
Tom Marks. Mr. Marks
visited the Museum for over
six (6) hours to learn more
about Del Webb’s vision
of'a new option for retire-
ment lifestyle. He became
so enthralled on what has
happened in Sun City and
Sun City West over the
decades that he wrote two
chapters of his book on our
communities. If you are so
inclined, it is an easy read
that puts a unique spin on
how Americans adapt to
retirement.

B The Acquisitions and
Preservation Team has
continued to digitize his-
torical documents from Sun
City and Sun City West, and
we encourage you to go to
our website to peruse their
work. They have converted
over 20,000 documents and
are continuing their mission.

B The Museum has
continued to work with
both RCSC and RCSCW to
create historical panels to

be displayed at the Recre-
ation Centers and other key
landmarks.

B As we look toward
2026, the Museum Trustees
have been asked to work
with the RCSC staff to plan
a celebration and event to
open the time capsule that
was put in place under the
Liberty Bell in November
1976. Stay tuned as this
should be a fun, historic and
nostalgic day.

We look forward to your
continued support for 2026.
Your support allows us to
continue to upgrade and add
new displays to the Mu-
seum.

Our docents frequently
hear comments from guests
expressing that the content
and presentation of the
information in the Museum
was a pleasant surprise.
This reaction cannot happen
without the commitment of
our members as they choose
to include us in their annual
giving.

We have shared with you
before that our mission is
to “promote and preserve”
the history of the Sun Cities.
Most of our operating funds
come directly from mem-
bership dues. Annual mem-
berships begin as low as
$25 — and entitle you to free
admission at the museum
and our events throughout
the year.

Please encourage your
friends and neighbors who
are new to the Sun Cities to
stop by the original model
home and walk through his-
tory. Better yet, why don’t
you come visit with them!
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A New [Home for
[Historical Landmark

Marinette marker relocated to Del Webb Sun Cities Museum

By Bret Mckeand

fter 40 years of sitting next

to a parking lot and going

unnoticed by most pass-
ersby, the historical marker denoting
the original site of downtown Mari-
nette has been relocated to a more
fitting home: the Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum.

The Marinette Chapter of the Ari-
zona Questers dedicated the plaque
in 1985 to mark the original location
of Marinette, the farming community
that once existed before Sun City was
created in 1960. The plaque, attached
to a large rock, was located next to a
church on 105th Avenue, just south of
Grand Avenue.

The marker was inconspicuous,
and some might even say hidden. At
times it was obstructed by overgrown
bushes. Even after the bushes were

removed it was easy to miss. There
were no signs pointing out the marker
or explaining what it represented.

The marker simply sat in plain sight,
but seemingly invisible. The road
adjacent to the monument experienced
very little traffic. Even those who
went looking for the Marinette marker
would often pass by it several times
before finally stumbling over it.

Earlier this year, the church sold the
building to a medical company. The
building has remained empty most of
this year and plans for its future have
yet to be determined.

In a move to protect and preserve
the marker, museum officials reached
out to both the building’s new owners
and Maricopa County to inquire about
obtaining the monument and relocat-
ing it approximately one mile away to
the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum.

The original chapter of The Questers
that purchased the monument had

long since folded, but the museum

did reach out to the state chapter to
inform them of its intentions. The state
organization expressed its support for
the plan.

The new owners of the building
were pleased with the museum’s inter-
est in saving the marker, but as it turns
out, the Marinette monument sat on
county property. Past Museum Board
of Trustee President Bret McKeand
reached out to County Supervisor
Debbie Lesko for assistance.

“Our concern was that one day
the Marinette marker would simply
disappear. It’s an important part of
Sun City’s history and we wanted to
do everything we could to protect and
preserve the monument,” said Mr.
McKeand.

“Obviously, the museum is an ideal
permanent home for the marker. The

Continued on next page
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Far left: The dedication of the plaque in
1985. Above, center, the plaque next to
a building on 105th and Coggins in Sun
City prior to its move to the museum.
Left, county workers place the marker
at the museum. Above: Paul and Nancy
Herrmann and Andy Kindler welcome
the plaque to the museum.

museum already celebrates the history
of Marinette with exhibits inside our
building, and having the monument
located outside gives it the attention it
rightfully deserves,” adds Mr. McK-
eand.

Supervisor Lesko stepped up and
provided invaluable assistance. Not
only did she provide permission for
the museum to take ownership of the
marker, but she also arranged for the
county to move the monument to the
museum at no charge.

On July 24, a Maricopa County
Department of Transportation team of
workers officially moved the marker
to its new permanent home at the
museum. The move went off without a
hitch and the Marinette plaque is now
prominently located in the museum’s
front yard, next to the driveway.

“We are very excited that this piece
of history was able to be saved and
relocated to the Del Webb Sun Cit-
ies Museum,” said Andrew Kindler,
president of the Sun Cities Area His-
torical Society Board of Trustees. The
historical society owns and operates
the museum.

“It allows us to continue to share
the beginnings of the community
that eventually became Sun City,” he
added.

Plans are to create a permanent
panel next to the marker to explain its
history — and journey — and to encour-
age visitors to learn more about the
history of Marinette at exhibits inside
the museum and on its website.

The outdoor panel will be installed
later this fall and unveiled at an official
ceremony to celebrate the relocation of
the Marinette Historical Monument.

“On behalf of the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society, we are extremely
appreciative and thankful to the crew
from the Maricopa County Depart-
ment of Transportation who relocated
and placed the marker to its current
location,” said Mr. Kindler.

The history of Marinette dates back
over a century.

Marinette was initially a simple
train stop established in the Northwest
Valley in the 1890s. Two men from
Marinette, Wis., purchased land sur-
rounding the tracks and established
a water stop, naming it after their
hometown.

Developer R.P. Davie purchased the
land in 1912 with the intention of cre-
ating a residential community called
The Orchard Town of Marinette. No
community was ever built, and Mr.
Davie sold the land in 1920 to the
Southwest Cotton Company.

For the next 40 years Marinette was
a cotton farming community. Stretch-
ing from approximately 103rd Avenue
to 111th Avenue on both sides of
Grand Avenue, Marinette at one time
had a school, two stores and a cotton
gin.
By the mid-1950s, the land was
owned by the J.G. Boswell Company.
Concerned with the diminishing
water table, James Boswell worked
out a deal to sell the land and all that
he had accumulated — which by that
time included nearly all the area now
encompassing Sun City and Sun City
West — to the Del E. Webb Develop-
ment Company.

In July of 1959, the Webb company
began building Sun City, the nation’s
very first active-adult retirement com-
munity. The Town of Marinette still
existed, and farming continued while
the first Sun City homes were con-
structed.

Several of Marinette’s buildings still
stood the day Sun City opened on Jan.
1, 1960, but within a few years, all
traces of the community had disap-
peared.

The story of Marinette can be found
at the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum,
10801 W. Oakmont Drive, Sun City.
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Musuem begins work on SC West 50th anniversary book

By Bret McKeand
Marketing Chair

Many of our members are
familiar with the “Images
of America: Sun City” book
published by Arcadia Pub-
lishing and released in 2011
to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of Sun City.

The Sun Cities Area
Historical Society, owners
of the Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum, is pleased to an-
nounce we are now partner-
ing with Arcadia to publish
a companion book showcas-
ing the history of Sun City
West just in time for its 50th
anniversary in 2028.

The book will be part of
Arcadia’s “Images of Amer-
ica” series and is expected
to be released in early 2027.

The book will be very
similar to the “Images of
America” Sun City” book in
format and content. All au-
thor royalties earned by the
sale of both books benefit
the Sun Cities Area Histori-
cal Society.

In addition to the mu-
seum, the book will be
available at Amazon, all
major book stores and many
other locations throughout
the community.

Museum volunteers will
pull together the photo-
graphs and historical infor-
mation to be included in the
book. As with the Sun City
book, I'll oversee the effort
and work with the Arcadia
team on developing the final
product.

I’'m looking forward to
the project, and I think our
members will be happy with
the finished product. The
Sun City version has sold
quite well over the years
and remains our top seller in

Bret McKeand, author of the Sun City "Images of
America" book, published in 2011, will oversee a Sun

City West version scheduled to be published in 2027.

the museum gift shop. But
visitors always ask us about
doing a Sun City West edi-
tion — so this new book will
be a nice companion to the
Sun City book.

Photos for the Sun City
West version will come
primarily from the archives
of the Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum, the Recreation
Centers of Sun City West
and Independent Newsme-
dia Inc. USA. The book will
showcase the community
over the past five decades
and provide a look at the
development of the recre-
ation centers, commercial
development, the Sundome
Center for Performing Arts,
local health care and clubs
and organizations and more.

The initial Sun City edi-
tion was the brainchild of
Jane Freeman, one of the
founders of the Sun Cities
Area Historical Society.

In 2008 she recruited Paul
Herrmann (at the time the
executive director of the
Sun City Visitors Center)

and I to put together a book
to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of Sun City.
Arcadia Publishing was
just then launching its
‘Images of America’ series
nationwide and we thought
their format offered the best
way to promote the mu-
seum, showcase our great

collection of photographs
and raise funds for the orga-
nization.

I recall spending many
weekends with Jane going
through the SCAHS photo
archives — always wearing
gloves and handling each
photo as if it were an origi-
nal version of the Declara-
tion of Independence! She
personally chose many of
the photographs published
in the Sun City book.

Jane passed away in
2013, but her memory
remains our guiding light at
the museum.

Note to museum mem-
bers: Do you have a unique
Sun City West photograph
that we might consider
including in the book we
are about to publish? We are
especially looking for pho-
tographs that depict social
gatherings and community
events.

If so, drop me an email
describing the photo or if
possible, send me a scanned
photo. Send suggestions to
scibret@aol.com.
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2025 CERTIFICATION
TIER-1

Dich ﬂ ’)ﬂg( ol
S Executive Director

Hisloric;,

Sun Cities Area
Historical Society

Dr. David Breeckner, Al

March 20, 2025
Date

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museum was recently rec-
ognized as a "Certified Historical Institution" by the Ari-
zona Historical Society. The society presented the mu-
seum awarded the museum "Tier 1" status for 2025.
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Building a sense of community

A 'shared vision' by developer and residents continues to sustain the Sun Cities

By Bill Pearson
Historian

We refer to Sun City
as the "Community that
Changed a Nation," but
what is often lost in our
evolution over the years is
how and why Sun City and
Sun City West became so
unique in comparison to the
3,000 other age restricted
communities across the
country.

We know those who tried
to copy DEVCO could build
homes, recreation centers,
golf courses and start clubs.
That was the easy part, es-
pecially when almost every
one of them that followed
were smaller, and more
focused on selling them
off quickly, as opposed to
shaping a community from
within.

When looking at our
two communities, we see a
plethora of support organi-
zations most other senior
communities don't have. We
were constructed in ways
that others opted not to em-
brace. In many cases, it was
because they were built in
cities where those services
were paid for by tax dol-
lars. Both Sun City and Sun
City West have fascinating
histories regarding incorpo-
ration. Rather than belabor
the point here, suffice to
say, residents didn't want to
become a city.

Which is the point of this
article; why did those living
in Sun City and Sun City
West reject the idea? There's
a lot to the question and
someday down the road, we
can dig into it. For now, let's

look at my perspective; as
my old friend Ben Roloff
would say, from the point of
view of a self-proclaimed
historian.

It just happens to co-
incide with my argument
why our two communities
were so successful. DEVCO
spent a lot of money ensur-
ing we would not only sur-
vive, but flourish and it goes
well beyond the investment
of the physical structure. We
often refer to Del Webb's
remarks about being able
to build the buildings -- but
only those living here could
make it a community.

Therein is the answer and
it is one that should never
be forgotten or overlooked.
Initially the company tried a
hands-off approach, allow-
ing the members to solve
their own problems. John
Meeker saw and better yet,
understood the importance
of working in concert with
the members.

Holding their hand, help-
ing them find their direction
and bringing those living
here together at every op-
portunity was critical to our
success.

Events were a constant
feature. From monthly gath-

In the early
days of Sun
City, backyard
barbeques

8 were the norm
B -- as nearly
everyone
came from
someplace
else.

erings, to new home open-
ings, to recreation center's
massive parties, life was an
endless array of celebrations
of the new active way of
life. In the coming months
we will highlight those
events.

Let me conclude with
my opinion on the out-

come John Meeker strove
to achieve in Sun City and
Sun City West: His vision
was to do everything in his
power to build a sense of
community. One that would
outlive his time with the
company and leave us all
with a bright future.

When I read John's jour-
nal, it was clear it wasn't the
money that drove him. He
was most proud of build-
ing two communities where
responsibility, accountabil-
ity and ownership were the
foundation of our existence.

He understood our sur-
vival was reliant on those
living here embracing the
concept that a sense of com-
munity mattered.

It still does.

more!

Lz

MUSEUM

Follow us on Facebook
for updates about
exhibits, events, and

Watch exclusive videos
and stories on our
YouTube channel!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUCwiNeyIx9PgeSV05muLWXcg

Visit our website to
Sun Cities dive deeper into the ;
history of the Sun Cities %

STAY CONNECTED
WITH THE
DEL WEBB SUN CITIES MUSEUM!

Explore, Learn, and Engage with
Our Community’s Rich History!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=10006369138404 5#

i
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o

https://delwebbsuncitiesmuseum.org/

The Community That Changed A Nation!
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Museum joins Arizona's efforts to
celebrate nation's 250th birthday!

Sun City citizens celebrated the na-
tion’s bicentennial in 1976 by creating
an exact replica of the famed Liberty
Bell that remains on display at Bell
Recreation Center.

Thanks to the Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum, the community’s Liberty
Bell will also play a role in the na-
tion’s 250th birthday celebration!

Arizona Secretary of State Adrian
Fontes has created the Arizona Amer-
ica250 Commission with the goal of
compiling and promoting a compre-
hensive list of activities throughout the
state designed to celebrate the nation’s
semi-quincentennial in 2026.

The commission is creating an
interactive "Passport250" to highlight
250 remarkable places across Arizona,
from iconic landmarks and hidden
gems to must-try restaurants and cul-
tural destinations.

Part of the commission’s plan is to
create a traveling museum that will
visit communities throughout Arizona
and promote not only the nation’s
250th anniversary, but the rich heritage
of Arizona as well.

In addition to a traveling museum,
the commission will also post an
expansive list of events and activities
specifically created to celebrate the na-
tion’s independence in 2026. Included
in that list will be the opening of a
time capsule buried in the base of the
Sun City’s Liberty Bell.

The museum was one of the first
organizations to meet with Mr. Fontes
and his commission. Earlier this year,
Mr. Fontes toured the museum and
was excited to learn more about the
history of our Liberty Bell.

The Sun City Liberty Bell arrived in
Sun City on July 5, 1976, and was offi-
cially dedicated on Nov. 11 in Memo-
rial Garden at Bell Recreation Center.
The bell’s base contains a time capsule
set to be opened in 2026. Whatever is
included in the time capsule will be of-

TIME CAPSULE

SUN CITY LIBERTY BEL[‘

s

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museum has
partnered with the Recreation Centers
of Sun City, Inc. to host an exhibit in
2026 to showcase the items included
in the time capsule located in the base
of the Liberty Bell at Bell Recreation
Center. The time capsule is set to be
opened during a special ceremony in
2026, marking the 50th anniversary of
the creation of the bell.

g re .
" PNmericg -
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https://azsos.gov/az250

ficially exhibited at the museum once
the capsule is opened.

The information on the Sun City
Liberty Bell will be included in the
Arizona America250 Commission cel-
ebration. Once plans for opening the
capsule are finalized, that information,
too, will be included in the commis-
sion’s online calendar.

The history of the Liberty Bell can
today be found at the Del Webb Sun
Cities Museum, 10801 W. Oakmont
Drive. Visit the Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum website to learn more about
the Sun Cities Area Historical Society
and its beginnings.

Arizona Secretary of State Adrian
Fontes visited the Del Webb Sun
Cities Museum earlier this year to
learn more about the community's
famed bicentennial Liberty Bell and
to enlist the museum's participa-

tion in the Arizona 250 project. The
project is compiling a list of popular
statewide events aimed at commem-
orating the nation's 250th birthday
next July. Above, Mr. Fontes visit
with SCAHS President Andy Kindler
and VP Alan Schlemmer.
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Welcome to Sunshine Service

People, meeting needs of people is what Sunshine
Service is all about. Sunshine Service lends medical and
children’s equipment to residents of Sun City and we
have been doing so for over 52 years. We are a chari-
table non-profit Arizona corporation and are funded by
voluntary contributions and memorial gifts.

While the equipment is available for the use of all resi-
dents or visitors staying with residents, the equipment
must not be taken out of Sun City on a permanent
basis. As a matter of control, equipment is loaned only
to Sun City residents.

Records show that as the population of Sun City grew,
so did use of our medical equipment. Savings for
Sun City residents have been calculated periodically; in
2015, it was estimated that residents saved over two
million dollars in cost of equipment for that year alone.

Sunshine Service, Inc has received local, state and
national recognition. Awards received include the George
Washington Honor Medal for services to the sick and
handicapped from the Freedoms Foundation of Valley
Forge in Pennsylvania.

"The Cleanest and Most Sanitized
Equipment Around”

Some Of The Many Items We Carry:
Arm Exerciser o Bath Bench e Bed Rails ¢ Bedside Commodes e Companion
Chair Crutches e Foot Massager o High Chairs e Hospital Beds e Lift Chairs

Overbed Tables o Pack-N-Play ¢ Ramp - Aluminum e Rollaway Beds

Strollers Trapeze Walkers o Weights ¢ Wheel Chairs Translator Chairs e Knee

Monday-Friday ¢ 9am-4pm

9980 W. Santa Fe Dr. ¢ Sun City 85351-3197

623-974-2561
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A huge thank-you to the Sundial Men's Club for its continual
support of the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum. The club once
again donated $2,500 to the museum. Museum President
Andy Kindler, right, accepted the gift.

p
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Past President Bret McKeand presented a history talk in
October to the Sun City Rockhounds Club at Fairway Rec-
reation Center. In a show of appreciation, the club donated
$150 to the museum. From left, Museum Office Manager
Linda Borton, Rockhounds Vice President Cherly Alvord and
Bret.

The Community that Ghanged the Nation!

P &= 8

Beverly Taylor visited the museum earlier this year. Her par-
ents -- LeRoy and Grace Davidson -- were part of Sun City's
opening day activites on Jan. 1, 1960.

el Webb Sun Ciliesa Musewm:
We Love Qun Visitena!

The Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum offers group tours
featuring fascinating stories
about Sun City and
Sun City West.

Call us at 623-974-2568 to book a
group tour. We look forward to
welcoming you to the
Del Webb Sun Cities Museum!

Garden Club of

Prof. Anna Andrzejewski, Department of Art History
(University of Wisconsin-Madison) visited the Museum as
part of her ongoing research on the history of the
architecture of retirement communities. She’s currently
completing a book on Florida’s post-WWII vacation and
retirement communities, and came to the museum for a
comparable perspective. Anna is also working with the
Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation, which was also related to
her visit to the Valley of the Sun.
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The Tip Top Danc-
ers helped the museum
celebrate the Del Webb's
birthday during our an-
nual Del Webb Birthday
Party in May.

The group performed
several dance routines
and took time to admire
a paver located on the

TiP TOP DANCERS . [&
TAPPING AND DANCING
IN SUN CITY

SINCE 1983

Tip Top Dancers entertain
at Del Webb Birthday Party

museum's Pathway of
Friends.

A history panel will be
on display at the mu-
seum through the end of
the year recognizing the
group's four decades of
entertaining local audi-
ences.

Docent Karen Herzog giving a tour to new Sun City residents from
Washington State and their friend visiting from Tucson.

Become a docent at

the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum
Help bring the history of the Sun Cities to life!

Are you passionate about
local history? Love meeting
new people? Ready to share
the stories that shaped Sun
City and Sun City West?
Join our amazing team of
volunteer docents and be
part of something truly
meaningful!

As a docent, you'll be-
come a storyteller, guide,
and ambassador, connecting
visitors to the vibrant past
of the Sun Cities. Whether
you're leading tours, sharing
fascinating facts, or chatting
with guests, you’ll play a
key role in preserving the
legacy of our community.

No experience? No prob-
lem! We’ll provide you with

a training manual, training
program, and pair you with
a seasoned docent to guide
you every step of the way.

This is a fantastic op-
portunity to learn, share,
and be part of a team that
brings history to life. All
you need is curiosity, a love
for learning, and a heart for
community.

Training begins Novem-
ber 8, 15, 22 at 10:00 a.m.
at the museum.

Help us keep our history
alive ~ one tour at a time!

Get started today! Apply
online https://delwebbsun-
citiesmuseum.org/docent-
information/ or give us a
call at 623-974-2568.

Speakers Bureau has a story -- or stories -- to tell!

Is your club, organiza-
tion or business looking
for a speaker to present a
program showcasing the
history of the Sun Cities and
the Northwest Valley?

The Sun Cities Area His-
torical Society is pleased to
provide professional speak-
ers to share programs on
several interesting topics,
including the history of Sun

City and Sun City West, as
well as talks highlighting
the careers and companies
built by Del E. Webb and
Jim Boswell, two men
hugely responsible for the
success of the Sun Cities.

Talks are presented free
of charge, although dona-
tions to the museum are
always appreciated!

Visit our website or scan

the QR code below with
your phone camera; find
speaker topics under "Con-
tact Us."

.
Alan Schlemmer presenting
a talk on the history of Sun
City West during a recent
TORCH Academy class.
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JANICE K BOYER
REALTOR®, GRI, SFR, C2EX, CREN

PHONE OR TEXT: 931-260-2605

CALL ME FOR A FREE TOUR
OF OUR SUN CITY AMENITIES!

| AM A FULL-TIME RESIDENT OF SUN CITY
WITH 37 YEARS OF PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE
EXPERIENCE.

Weicher! @G



